
PTF Breakfast Meeting 

August 19, 2019 

 

In attendance – 58 

Welcome to all new families and returning families. 

Thank you to the bakery, Bio-li.at for providing the delicious breakfast. Contact information was provided for any parent 

that wishes to use this company for catering. 

Introduction of the PTF - The PTF, or Parent Teacher Forum, is comprised of members who are parents, teachers, and 

staff. The Board members present at the meeting were introduced. The PTF fundraises through events to raise money to 

give back to the school. One way of giving back to the school is through the Appropriations process. 

Susan Cole, Appropriations Coordinator, explained how the Appropriations process works, and described some of the 

projects in the past that were funded. 

The PTF meets once monthly – the second Tuesday of each month – in the faculty lounge from 8:30 – 10:00. Each 

meeting will be hosted by a country to provide the breakfast food items. The US country coordinator volunteered to host 

the October meeting. Also, at each meeting will be 1 or 2 guest speakers who will present a topic that is relevant to the 

time of year or what is going on in the school. 

How can parents support the PTF efforts? Volunteer at the events. There are many events, some of them quite large. 

Without the volunteers, these events would not be possible. If each family gives a little time, it is easier on everyone. Join 

the Board! The Communications Coordinator position is still vacant. If any parent is interested in taking on that role – the 

duties include taking minutes at the board and breakfast meetings, and helping with communications (scoops articles, 

letters, emails, etc. as needed). Become a Classroom Parent or Grade Level Parent. It was explained that the Classroom 

parents are responsible for one classroom. Grade Level parents are responsible for a Grade. It is our goal to have a team 

of at least 2-4 parents work together for each classroom and each grade. 

How do we reach you? Introduce Alex Zharinkova, the Volunteer Coordinator. Through the year, Alex will contact 

parents, usually through Scoops, or through Classroom/Grade Level parents, to seek volunteers.  

Upcoming Events.  

 Newcomers Coffee – August 27. 8:30 in the Theater. Led by Nicoletta Baro. All new parents are encouraged to 

attend. It is a great way to become more informed about all things AIS. 

 Classroom & Grade Level Parent Briefing – Date TBD – this event will gather all parents who volunteered to take 

on the role of room or grade parent and offer guidance, tips and connect with the parents from last year. Introduce the 

Classroom/Grade Level Parent Coordinator, Klementina Ihanec. 

 AIS Website Workshop – Date TBD - sign-ups are being accepted now – using the newcomers brochures. Space 

will be limited. 

 Out and About - Introduce Coordinators, Susan Cole, Cynthia Keeler, and Kelly Mouzon. Cynthia explained how 

this program works and how to sign up. 

How to stay informed. First and foremost, read Scoops- the official AIS newsletter. It is published every Thursday and 

includes all pertinent information about what the PTF is up to as well as other happenings at the school. It is also 

recommended to join the Parents of AIS Facebook page. This page is exclusive to AIS parents, and is not public. This is 

a way to reach out to other parents, and to receive announcements. Other ways to stay in the loop: Director and Principal 

Coffees, Executive Board Meetings, and making sure to OPT IN, making your information VISIBLE in the Veracross 

Directory. 



After a short break – because it is sooooo hot in the room today, we returned for an open question-answer session. 

Introduce Joe Eisen to speak about the AIS Annual Fund. He works with alumni as well as current parents in efforts to 

fundraise for larger projects. 

Introduce Patrick, Security. The drop off procedures and parking rules were described. He also discussed safety 

measures because some of the local neighbors drive fast on the street that passes the school. 

Athletics program explained. All info here can be easily found in the school website. In summary, the MS and HS 

students can participate in the organized sports. Tryouts, practices, travel, housing and Boosters were all explained. All 

families of athletes are expected to volunteer for at least one 2-hour shift with Boosters each season, as well as house 

visiting athletes at least once per season. 

FAB (Fine Arts Boosters) explained. Volunteer parents supporting the Arts programs by providing refreshments for all 

performances. Parents of the participating students are asked to bring a dish of food to the performance, and to also help 

man the tables at some of the performances.  

After School Activities explained. These are the activities mostly for Elementary students. They are offered each 

semester and require a sign up. The registration opening will be announced. Parents are encouraged to sign up quickly 

as some of the activities have a maximum number of students and some are more popular. There is a three-week window 

in which you can leave the activity and get your payment refunded. 

Thank you to all who attended – See you next month! 


