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Future Forward- BE CREATIVE

& EXPLORE YOUR INTERESTS

Interview with Middle School Principal, Dr. Jacob Dibbert

October 4 2021

By: Thandi Msuku Gr. 6

Future Forward, is a

new program

available to Middle

School Students to

explore some new

interests or hobbies.

There is a wide range of

choices that students

can choose from:

Personal Fitness, Sci-fi

book club, Creative

Design, Project

Awesome, Student

Council, .b mindfulness

and more. The plan is

that each Future

Forward class will go on

for 6 weeks, after which

students can either

choose a new class or

stay with the same class

they chose. I interviewed

Dr. Dibbert, the Middle

School Principal, and

asked him about the

Future Forward

program.

I asked, “What was the

idea to make Future

Forward?” He said that

“The idea for future

forward came from

some teachers, when we

were looking at the

Middle School program

when we saw office

hours we thought that

there was a way that we

could give students

more interesting

opportunities in the

school day and not just

do homework”

Essentially, Future

Forward was created in

order for students to be

able to have something

other than homework to

do during office hours.

In addition to that, when

I asked how the Future

Forward program affects

the learning of students,

Dr. Dibbert said that it

helps students to be

more creative and it

helps students know

that their interests and

ideas are powerful.

“...they can connect their

interests and ideas to

what they are learning in

school” So just know

that each Future

Forward class can also

be connected to your

daily classes. I asked,

“Are you planning to

continue Future

Forward for next year

and beyond?” He said

that they hope to send

out a survey to students

to see what went well

and what didn’t. “We

hope to run it for the

rest of this year and

future years as well, it

might look a little

different depending on

what people say about

it'' Hopefully, Future

Forward will continue in

future years so other

students can also have

this opportunity. To add

to that I also asked

about past years. “Has

anything like Future

Forward happened

before?” “...there used to
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be a program called O

block which did have

some activities for

students but nothing

like Future Forward” So

O block is kind of like

Future Forward but not

quite. Yay! Future

Forward is unique! So if

Future Forward affects

the learning of students

then why is it

important? “...because it

feels like real life

learning… the kind of

projects that students

are engaged in now or

what they are going to

be doing when they

grow up” Future

Forward can help you

decide what you want to

be when you grow up!

Maybe a journalist or an

inventor. This was my

last question for this

interview. To sum this

up, Future Forward was

made by teachers, and

lets students be more

creative helps students

choose professions and

Future Forward will

hopefully be continuing

in future years.

Future Forward Programs Start

By: Lily Byrne Gr.7 and Nadav Goldin Gr. 7

A few weeks ago the middle

school launched a new

program, Future Forward.

This program is designed to

help students tap into their

interests without having to do

something outside of school.

In an interview with Simon

Wright, leader of the program

Independent Explorations he

said, “All the students have

got really good ideas, they’ve

all come up with themselves,

and I hope they’ve created

something by the end of this.”

In another interview with two

students from the class,

Christopher Skrzynski and

Emilia Banson they said, “We

really enjoy being able to do

our own things and having

freedom in this class.”

A student from the Student

Council program, Oscar who

was associated with the

program last year too, said,

“I really enjoyed it and I did it

a couple of years ago and I

really enjoyed it and that’s

why I chose it.”

A student from the leadership

program, Ilya Kleymenov

said, “I like it a lot and that

we talk about how to be a

great leader and have good

character traits, and that I

chose it because I want to

explore leadership.”

The program allows the

students to choose from a

wide variety of choices that

includes entrepreneurship,

creative design, band,

changemakers, personal

fitness, etc to name a few.

Overall, the future forward

program is a huge success

and really helps students to

dip into their interests and

learn more about them.
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SCHOOL CLUBS

MS MUN Club: Excerpts From an Interview with

Mr. Derek Gonzales

By Lotte Leder, Gr. 7

Like many other clubs,

the Model United

Nations (MUN) club

gives you an

opportunity to gain a

lot of knowledge and

grow as a student. But

what specifically do

you learn in this class?

In the MUN club students

learn about the United

Nations, basic facts as well

as learning from guest

speakers and class

discussions and activities.

Not only that, but students

have been assigned one

country to do research on

and later share their

information in the form of

a class debate. Students

also learn a lot of life skills

from the MUN club, like

public speaking, problem

solving, writing, listening,

speaking, and research

skills and practice in

evaluating sources.

What does a day at the

MUN club look like?

We might learn more

about the issue we are

debating by reading about

it online or having a guest

expert come in to lecture.

Research is a big part of

MUN. The more students

read about the topic, the

better prepared they are

for MUN. Students often

have time to write

speeches or resolutions.

All of the work we do in

class is dedicated to

preparing for the debate

about the chosen topic.

This trimester students

prepared for a debate

about how to better

include refugees in society.

In the past, the MUN

club has chosen one

specific topic to focus

on. What topic have

you chosen this year?

The club focuses on

current worldwide

problems/issues. The topic

the MUN club is

discussing this trimester is

the social inclusion of

refugees. Other topics that

might be discussed

throughout the school year

might include climate

change or global warming.

Do you plan to present

any information or

projects you have been

working on?

After time to learn and

research about a specific

country, students will

present their information

in the form of a debate.

This will be a “in class”

activity, and will not be

presented to other

students.
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SCHOOL EVENTS

MS Community Day: Takeaways

By Brandon and Giulio Gr. 8

Middle school observed

community day on

Thursday, September 23,

2021. The purpose of the

day was to get to know

each other as a grade level

and to have a break from

the regular classroom

routine. Each grade level

organized a day of fun

both on and off campus to

participate in team

building activities. We

spoke with different

teachers from grade six to

eight about their thoughts

on Community day.

Mrs. Forsgren, grade 6

advisor teacher said,

“Community day was a

very good day because we

worked together and in a

more relaxed way and we

learned a lot about each

other and also learned to

solve problems”.

She also said, “Community

day was very successful, as

we needed to have a break

from school”. When asked

the same, Mr. Ellis, grade 7

Math teacher said, “I was

really excited to connect

with special interest

groups and really get their

ideas out and it was an

exciting time to hear the

students' voices.” We also

asked him if he thought

community day was

successful and he said,

“For the seventh grade I’d

say it was very successful

in starting important

conversations but because

it was so short we were

unsuccessful at resolving

some of those, so what

happened at community

day helps us with the next

step”. The grade 8 Social

studies teacher Mrs.

Wagner said that “It would

have been better if we

could have had our

overnight trip, but I

thought that community

day was successful because

we could spend time

together without having to

do school work.”

To conclude, we can say

that community day was a

fun day not only for

students, but also for the

teachers and it helped the

students form better

relationships with their

peers and teachers.
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Finally a Sports Trip: Munich

By Anna Orlandi, Gr. 6 and Lily Byrne, Gr. 7

On September 17-18,

2021 the Tennis and

Cross Country teams

went on a trip to

Munich - the first after

the pandemic.

The MS tennis team had

an exchange with the

Munich International

School Tennis team. The

six hours bus trip to

Munich was full of

excitement and fun.

The tennis exchange took

place at a tennis center in

Munich.

Upon arriving in Munich,

the tennis team went to

the tennis center for the

game. On 17th September,

the last tennis match was

played at 8:00pm and the

coaches motivated us to

play with full enthusiasm

and sportsmanship. The

first match on 18th

September was

immediately after having

breakfast at the tennis

center. After lunch, we

went back to the hostel to

pick our luggage and then

we went on the bus to

come back to AIS.

During the same trip, the

Cross Country team raced

against Munich in a 3k

run. Lily Byrne, a Cross

Country runner said, “I

feel that the team did a

great job for our first race

and got some personal

bests.” In another

interview with Brandon

Carballo, another cross

country runner, he said, “It

was really fun and a good

learning experience.”
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OPINION

MS Students Chime In On Top Social Media Apps

By Angela Meng, Gr. 8

Social media platforms are now an essential part of a teenagers’ daily life,

even here at AIS MS. According to the american academy of child and

adolescent psychiatry research, surveys show that ninety percent of teens

ages 13-17 use social media. In order to have a better understanding of

social media, these are the top 3 apps that most teenagers use in 2021.

YouTube:

YouTube provides a

simple way for people to

store videos online and

share them with others.

It began in early 2005

and has grown rapidly.

Every minute, people

around the world upload

more than 300 hours

worth of video footage to

YouTube. YouTube is

highly popular among

teens. Based on the

source ACT for youth, 85

percent of teens use the

video sharing platform.

Leo Wilhelm Samuel

Brockstedt, a 7th grader

from Berlin, stated, “I’m

a really busy person and

I have lots of passions.

When I finally have free

time to play saxophone

or violin, instead I

choose to watch

Youtube. I usually watch

football/soccer and

gaming. I like youtube

more than other apps

because it’s an app that

just keeps going. After

one video, there’s

another cool video going

on. It’s better because

other apps just stop

after one video.

Apparently, I spend 5

hours per week and

about 45 min per day.”

Instagram:

Instagram is a free,

online photo-sharing

application and social

network platform that

was acquired by

Facebook in 2012. It

allows users to edit and

upload photos and short

videos through a mobile

app. It’s also a way to get

famous and record

users’ daily life by

sharing photos and

short videos. The NORC

at the University of

Chicago Research says

that 76 percent of

American teens aged

13-17 use Instagram.

Nicholas Cucos, an 8th

grader from

America and Moldova

shared, “It’s easy to

share things, like my

experiments,

skateboarding. I’ve got

1100 followers and

usually spend 5 hours

per week and 30 minute

per day. I’ve discovered

a way to earn money by

using instagram.”
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Snapchat:

Snapchat, along with

Whatsapp, is one of the

two most used

messaging applications

in the world. It is used to

share photos, videos,

text, and drawings. It

has become hugely

popular in a very short

space of time. Snapchat

also allows users to send

group chats. Over 75

percent of teens use

Snapchat and over 4

billion Snaps are created

every day on average.

Likewise 46,000 per

second. Emma Lange,

an 8th grader from the

Netherlands,

commented that, “I use

Snapchat more. It’s

really easy to

communicate with

friends, and it’s more

secure. On this app, I

can play games together

with friends, and look at

other people’s stories. I

don’t think I’m addicted,

but if you use it too

much, then it’s

unhealthy. It can

interrupt school, real

live relationships, and

definitely hobbies too.

For example, there are

people looking at their

phones all the time

while hiking or doing

other activities.”

TikTok:

TikTok is the fastest

growing social media

app uncovered. It’s a

popular short video (15

seconds) sharing app,

with over 100 million

users up until August

2018. The app allows

users a plethora of

music and dialogue

options, and creates

entertaining videos.

Emiliya Babaeva, an 8th

grader from Russian,

stated that, “You can

find everything in

TikTok. There are lots of

random videos that pop

up. I mostly watch

fashion and food

content, and I watch a

maximum of 3 hours a

day. For some, it’s so

interesting that it can

get addicting and they

don't even know what

time it is, so it can

become a problem.”

Puzzle Time!

By Daniel Zapata, Gr. 6
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SURVEY

Want Allowance? Do Chores!

By Hanju Lee, Gr. 8

Allowance is a sum of money paid regularly to a student to meet needs or

expenses. Allowance is a topic of debate between parents and kids and this

survey tries to explore the problem.

According to a T. Rowe

Price survey, “61% of

kids reported earning an

allowance and having to

do something to earn it;

9% received an

allowance with no

strings attached. The

majority (18%) of kids

were 8 years old when

they first started getting

an allowance.”

At AIS, Middle school

students typically get

pocket money from their

parents.

In a sample of 54 eighth

graders, 28.2% of them

said they receive a

monthly allowance.

23.2% said they receive

a weekly or random

allowance, or when they

need money. Few people

said they have special

rules, which is that they

have allowance points in

their family and points

add up to cash.

Next important question

to address, do students

at AIS have to do chores

in order to receive their

allowance?

At the American

International School of

Vienna, 61.8% of eighth

graders earn an

allowance without being

asked to do any chores,

whereas 45.7% of

students who receive it

are expected to do the

house chores in order to

get the allowance. Some

of the common chores

expected are doing the

dishes, laundry,

cleaning, pet care, etc.

How do these students

spend their money?

When asked, an 8th

grader said, “[She] gets

an allowance weekly.

Every family is different,

but it depends where

you spend money. [She]

mostly use allowance

with her friends in the

city or at the cinema.”

Most students spend

their money while

socializing with friends,

shopping, some save it,

and some save up for

specific items like

buying video games or

foy buying gifts for

friends.

Note: this survey was sent out only to grade eight students, and does not represent the whole AIS middle school
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COVID NEWS

COVID Update From Pediatric Pulmonologist

Dr. Eva Leder

By Lotte, Gr. 7

Q: What do you think

about covid

precautions at AIS?

Dr. Leder: It’s very good

that AIS is strictly

sticking to government

precautions (especially

wearing masks is

important). However,

the rules will only help if

everyone works

together. It is important

for students to realize

that the rules are not

there to make their lives

miserable, but to protect

you and others around

you. Especially high risk

people.

Q: Do you think that

Covid 19 cases will go

up more now that

schools are open?

Dr. Leder: I think that

because we are going

into winter and because

schools are open, the

cases will go up. Sadly

we have seen that

happen before. Cases

will go up especially

because not everybody

in schools are vaccinated

yet. Schools are places

where many people

congregate in a small

enclosed space so it

helps spread the virus.

Q: What can students

do to protect

themselves and

others from Covid in

and outside of

school?

Dr. Leder: In school -

1. Get vaccinated, if you

are 12 and above

2. Wear masks

3. Stay socially

distanced

4. Practice good hand

hygiene

5. Get tested regularly

6. Do not touch your

face before

disinfecting your

hands

Outside of school -

1. Don't engage in high

risk behaviors and

2. Follow government

guidelines.

Q: What age groups

are most affected by

Covid 19?

Dr. Leder: Currently the

age group with the

highest number of new

infections are children

and young adults that

are not vaccinated. The

age group that is at

highest risk or serious

illness are people over

the age of 65 or people

with compromised

immune systems of any

age. That includes

people with cancer and

autoimmune diseases.

People regardless of age

or the severity of their

covid illness can develop

“long covid” meaning

that after recovery you

would no longer spread

the virus but have

headaches, difficulties

focusing, and would be

tired all the time. At this

point we do not know

why people develop

“long covid” or who will

end up developing it. So

far we do not know how

long it takes for people

to fully recover from
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“long covid”. For some

people it has lasted over

a year and we do not

know if it will ever go

away.

Q: How long does the

Coronavirus stay on

hard surfaces? What

if children are

sharing electronic

devices at school?

Does that help

spread the

Coronavirus?

Dr. Leder: The

Coronavirus can survive

on surfaces for long

periods of time ranging

from 2 hours to 9 days.

Any shared objects

should be thoroughly

disinfected regularly,

and people should

disinfect their hands

after touching shared

objects. Do not touch

your face after using a

shared object. Sharing

objects such as

electronic devices at

school can help spread

the Coronavirus.

Q: How does getting

a Covid vaccine help

prevent the spread of

Covid 19 at school?

Dr. Leder:

1. Getting the vaccine

makes it a lot less

likely that you get

sick with the

Coronavirus.

2. Even if you do get

Covid, the vaccine

makes it a lot less

likely for you to

spread it to others.

Science very clearly

shows that getting

vaccinated will help

prevent the spread of

the Coronavirus in and

outside of school, and

keep you and others

safe.

Image Sources (In Order):

1. https://www.houstonmethodist.org/blog/articles/2020/jul/5-back-to-school-safety-tips-during-the-covid-19-pandemic/

2. https://www.businessinsider.com/uk-half-covid-19-cases-had-vaccine-study-zoe-delta-2021-7

What am I? By Elie Leder, Gr. 7

1. I come from a mine and always get surrounded by wood. Everyone uses me. What

am I?

2. I have cities, but no houses. I have mountains, but no trees. I have water, but no

fish. What am I?

3. What English word has three consecutive double letters?

4. What disappears as soon as you say its name?

5. I have keys, but no locks and space, and no rooms. You can enter, but you can’t go

outside. What am I?

6. What can you catch, but not throw ?
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Axolotl - A Species To Save

By Elie Leder, Gr.7

The axolotl is a critically endangered animal with an amazing ability to

regenerate different body parts.

Image Credit: https://animals.sandiegozoo.org/animals/axolotl

The scientific name of the Axolotl is

ambystoma mexicanum and it belongs to

the family of amphibians. Its natural

habitat is a lake complex named

Xochimilco near Mexico city. Its natural

habitat is being threatened by pollution

and sinking water levels. The Axolotl is a

carnivorous predator. It is also preyed

upon by birds and fish that were

introduced into its habitat. Grilled Axolotl

is a local delicacy in Mexico. Unlike other

salamanders, Axolotls do not usually

morph into land animals though they

mostly stay in the water all their lives.

Under rare circumstances they morph

into land animals. The Axolotl can grow

up to a foot in length and is usually

brown. In captivity, they can commonly

be found in white, yellow, and other

morphs. Their lifespan can reach up to 15

years. Axolotls are popular pets and are

also studied by scientists.

Fast Facts

● Axolotl can regrow the same limb up to 5 times. Then it stops.

● Axolotl have an astonishing ability to regenerate body organs and lost limbs.

● The feathery looking branches that extend from either side of its head are its gills.

● Axolotls are frequently called “Mexican walking fish.”

Axolotls are waiting for you! Save them NOW!

Axolotls Donation Page: shorturl.at/ptzJ7
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Climate Change is Real!

A Random Collection of Grade 8 Political Cartoons

The Earth is Sick!

Created by Enrico Orlandi

Smile and Pretend for the Selfie -

Created by Polina Omelchenko

Out of This World!

Created by Sophia Randa

Do We Love Our Planet?

Created by Sophia Newman

Environmental Science Word Search

By Nadav Goldin, Gr. 6

Instructions: The words are spelled diagonally,

horizontally, and vertically. Can you find them all?
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SPORTS

Boys Soccer

By Vince Niklos, Gr. 6

This year's boy’s soccer coaches are Coach

Wright, Coach Kerlin, and a new addition:

Coach Thomas. Coach Thomas was

previously a professional soccer player

and played with several famous soccer

players including Cristiano Ronaldo. Now,

we are thankful to have him at AISV.

The most recent boys soccer matches were

against the International Christian School

of Vienna (ICSV), which went great; they

were friendly and kind. The B team won

8:0 and the A team tied with ICSV 2:2.
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SPORTS

Girls Soccer

By Olivia Loggins, Gr. 7

The MS girls soccer team is coached by

coach Nate, and Coach Straffon. All of the

girls are working hard to earn a spot to go

on the Munich trip in November. The

team is only allowed to bring 15 girls to

Munich out of the 22 girls that are on the

team. The usual practice starts by passing

the ball with a teammate until all girls get

to practice, then they run one lap and

warm up as a group. Next they start to do

drills, and by the end of the practice, they

do one small game within their team or

against the boys B team. Recently, the MS

Girls Soccer team attended the DVAC

tournament, but were split into two

teams. Team One won 2 out of 3 games,

and Team Two won all 3 of their games.

They had to play against their own team

because the ICSV team did not have

enough players and had to drop out of the

DVAC tournament.
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SPORTS

Tennis

By Anna Orlandi, Gr. 6

The middle school students participating

in tennis this year include 12 girls and 9

boys. The tennis team travelled on the 17

and the 18th of September to Munich for a

tennis exchange. According to coach Ms.

Lucija Kvaternik, “We don’t know yet if

the tennis team will travel a second time

in November. Fingers crossed that the

tennis teams also get to travel in

November.” She also added that it was

possible to travel with more students for

the exchange to Munich due to the format

of the program. Hence, the students

traveling in tennis for the Munich

Exchange on the 17th and 18th September

were 10 students per tennis group. The

coaches expect the students to behave like

true ambassadors and represent AIS as

true Knights.
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