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Greetings from AIS • Vienna 
 
AIS Mission 
Our mission is to provide a culture of educational excellence, 

a nurturing environment, and an atmosphere of open 

communication.  We aim to prepare a diverse student body 

for higher education; to inspire our youth to realize their 

potential; to foster life-long learning, tolerance, personal 

integrity and democratic values; and to prepare our students 

to become responsible adults, with respect for different 

cultures and beliefs. 

A Message from the Alumni Affairs Manager 
My Dear Alumni! 
    
Welcome to the next issue of our 
online newsletter, the Globespotter. 
So much has happened during the 
past year. We tried capturing as 
many events as possible in this 
edition, with articles and pictures. 
Whether on or off campus, the AIS 

Vienna community has lots to tell. I hope you enjoy the ride 
through the pages while reminiscing the good old days. 
 
I would like to take this opportunity to thank those amongst 
you who have supported AIS financially all these years. 
Have you ever wondered exactly for what and where your 
donations have been used? Take a look at some of the 
areas in which we have invested: 
 

 
AIS laptop program for Grades 4-12 

mailto:alumni@ais.at
http://www.ais.a/


~ 2 ~ 

 
Many books 

 
AIS goes green – new trees and unique plants  

find their way to the campus 

 
Reunions and anniversaries 

 

These are just few of the many projects we were able to 
materialize thanks to you. I am sure you would like us to 
continue offering our students the high-class education, the 
multi-cultural atmosphere and the deep-rooted friendships 
which you took with you from AIS. To succeed in this, we 
need your continued help. With your donations you will not 
only support your beloved school but, also the needy. 
  
This year we have a new concept: 50% of the alumni 
fundraising will be invested in the school´s educational and 
development programs and the other 50% will be divided 
amongst the service learning groups as well as clubs that 
exist at AIS (i.e. refugee integration by Ute Bock, Amnesty 
Youth, Habitat for Humanity, Environmental Club …). You 
can take a look at the “Student Life” link on our website to 
get a better understanding of what each of these groups and 
clubs stand for. I am sure that, as we live in times of so 
much turbulence, need and catastrophes in the world; you 
will agree it is part of our responsibility to help as a 
community, too.  
 
There are three ways of donating to AIS Vienna; fund 
transfer (our Austrian bank account), bank check or wire 
transfer (both for US Dollars). Details for each method are 
listed on our website under the “Development” link. Please 
make sure to mention “alumni fund” and “your name”! 

I would like to thank you all in advance for your support and 
hope to welcome you back to good old AIS sometime in the 
near future.  
 
Until then, Servus aus Salmannsdorf, 
 
Zeynep Gürkök-Müllner ´87     
 
 

News from AIS 
 
Elementary School: A survey asking the students, 
“What do you like most about AIS?” was conducted. Here 
are some of the answers: 
 
a 1st Grader – I like to play with all my friends!  
 
a 2nd Grader – the best thing about AIS is that you meet new 
friends and keep them forever like being connected together 
and then you get a feeling that you are meant to be together 
like brothers and sisters. 
 
a 3rd Grader – The teachers are kind. I like going outside to 
play soccer. I like to go to computers and learn new things. I 
like to do math and science and in 1 month I learned when 
you drop a leaf the gravity is pulling it down but another force 
is pulling it up and that creates motion and I learned this in 
my first month of school so that's why I like this school. My 
education grows every day. 
 
a 4th Grader – It is fun and I get nice teachers and friends. I 
always have something to do so I never get bored. I also 
learn about cool things like about rocks and minerals. 
 
a 5th Grader – I love all the learning and education and fun 
activities  
 
a Teacher – I like my students best! They are so full of 
enthusiasm, curiosity and joy.  Imagine coming to work 
where you get regular hugs, all kinds of compliments ("I like 
your earrings" or "That lesson was fun! Can we do it next 
time?"). You get to run up and down the stairs, see and talk 
to a lot of different people from many places and you 
sometimes even get a standing ovation for doing something 
cool.  I wouldn't even trade this job for a year's supply of 
Twizzlers, Pop Tarts and Life Cereal combined.  It's the best! 
 
a Parent – As a parent, I greatly appreciate how well my 
daughter's First Grade teacher has gotten to know her 
personality, her character, how she thinks, her strengths and 
what she struggles with. 
  
ORF (Austrian TV):  Recently ORF ran a story about 
safety for students as they commute to and from school on 
the streets of Vienna. One of our 1st Grade Students, Emilia, 
was interviewed. You can view the short interview by clicking 
on this link Emilia on ORF. 
 
  

http://www.ais.at/page.cfm?p=352
http://www.ais.at/page.cfm?p=417
http://youtu.be/xtrFlOn1Of0
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Music: Mrs. Kathy Heedles (Siebel) traveled to an Honor 
Choir Festival for MS Girls in Luxembourg with a group of 
talented students. Take a look at their “at the beginning of 
the festival” and “at the end of the festival” pictures. 
 

 
Before 

 

 
After 

 
A Message from Ms. Kathy Heedles: “Dear AIS 
Alumni, Last school year, I was honored to take a sabbatical 
with the Vienna Boys Choir for the first semester.  It was an 
amazing experience, and I am excited to begin this school 
year with new energy and ideas.  We are currently studying 
Vivaldi's "Gloria" which we will perform in the Kammeroper in 
Vienna on November 13, at 3:00 PM.  We still study a large 
work every two years. Join us if you can! On November 24, 
we will take the "Gloria" to Basilica San Marco in Venice, 
Italy. There are 50 singers and orchestra members traveling 
to Italy and about 80 people in the Vienna performance. 
 
Students are feverishly preparing and recording Honor Choir 
auditions for a festival in Brussels in February 2012. We will 
send 15-20 auditions.  It is very popular with our singers.  
We will host a Middle School girls´ festival in April 2012, in 
which 70 girls from the international school circuit will come 
here to rehearse and perform.  Vienna is still a favorite 
venue, as you can imagine.  Our first performance was in the 
upper gym with the grade 6-12 band, choir and orchestra on 
October 20.  We would love to have you join us any time!!!  
Keep in touch: k.heedles@ais.at”. 
 
 

The AIS Song: Did you know that there is an AIS song? 
In November 2009, the 4th graders got together with 
Canadian singer/songwriter Julie Kryk in Mrs. LoCascio´s 
music class to write a school song for AIS. They 
brainstormed about the things they like about our school – 
kids and teachers are friendly, classes are fun, friendships 
last even after friends leave for other places, recess is fun 
(that didn´t get into the song). Then they began the process 
of turning their ideas into a song. The AIS song has been 
performed already at several concerts. If you have not heard 
it yet, you can enjoy the second graders (now third) singing it 
now in music class. Enjoy! 

 

 
Click here to hear the song 

 
 

Gala Concert: AIS was invited to perform in a concert to 
celebrate the 40th anniversary of diplomatic relations 
between China and Austria. 140 young Chinese singers and 
musicians traveled to Vienna to perform in the Musikverein 
along with the AIS Band & Choir and Austrian students from 
the Bach Musikschule. On Wednesday, February 9, 90 of 
these Chinese students visited AIS to experience life in an 
international school. The concert featured our combined MS 
& HS bands, ensembles from the Bach Musikschule, and 
two Chinese ensembles, one performing with western 
instruments and the other performing with traditional 
Chinese instruments.  The concert was wonderful! 

 
Musikverein Wien 

 
Art of Possibility: On April 14, Benjamin Zander spoke 
with and performed for our students in grades 5-12. Ben has 
been the conductor of the Boston Philharmonic Orchestra 
(BPO) since its formation twenty-five years ago. In addition, 
Ben is a renowned speaker and the author of The Art of 
Possibility. He also conducts the New England Conservatory 
Youth Philharmonic Orchestra (YPO), which, over the past 
thirty-three years of his tenure as Music Director, he has 
taken on thirteen international tours. Next year their tour will 
be in Vienna. Ben Zander‟s visit coincided wonderfully with 
the AMIS Junior Honor Orchestra‟s visit to AIS, as our 

mailto:k.heedles@ais.at
http://www.youtube.com/user/aisvienna
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visitors were also able to be a part of this presentation. AIS 
hosted the AMIS this year for young musicians from 18 
countries. 

 
Benjamin Zander 

 
AMIS Junior Honor Orchestra Festival: On 
Wednesday, April 13, ninety two Middle School string 
players from all over the world arrived at our school to 
participate in a three day honor festival. They rehearsed in 
the theatre on Thursday, Friday and Saturday and then 
finally performed in the Alserkirche. Thanks to our 
organizers, Mrs. Reinitzer and Mrs. Seekirchner - the festival 
was a great success!  
 

 
 

 
Senior Math Team: The ISMTF Senior Math 
Competition at the British School in Warsaw was a huge 
success for AIS. The team of Suh, Park and Yoo (trained by 
Mr. Wazir) took first place among 63 competing teams. 
There were 189 competitors and 41 schools taking part in 
the competition. Well done! 
 

 
 
The Vienna International Science and Engineering 
Fair was held at AIS on Saturday, the March 26.  We had 
competitors from Middle and High School. There were 
different categories for each group. The project types 
included research, demonstration, information and design. 

Visiting Speaker: Ishmael Beah (himself forced to fight 
when he was 14 in Sierra Leone), the author of A Long Way 
Gone: The True Story of a Child Soldier, visited AIS on 
February 4.  He worked with all of the students in grades 6, 7 
and 8 in an assembly format.  He also worked with high 
school history students.  The event was organized by our 
service learning coordinators, Mr. Anagnost and Mrs. 
Ganneval, who helped to match the appropriate curriculum 
link in each grade level to Ishmael‟s story.  Topics such as 
cultural identity, survival, colonization, human rights and 
writing were linked to his different presentations. 
 

 
Ishmael and his book 

 
Exhibitions on Campus: American Ambassador 
William C. Eacho jointly with the Israeli Ambassador Aviv 
Shir-On opened an exhibition on the Holocaust at the 
American International School in Vienna. The exhibit 
provided a comprehensive documentation, from the rise of 
Anti-Semitism in Europe through the implementation of the 
"Final Solution" by the Nazis. It opened at the United Nations 
in Vienna on the International Holocaust Remembrance 
Day on January 27. It was on loan to the school for several 
weeks before it moved on to other schools and UN offices 
around the world. 
 

 
Ambassador William Eacho, Israeli Ambassador Aviv Shir-On and 

school Director Dr. Carol Kluznik (from left to right) 

 
Career Day: took place on March 4. We had parents, 
teachers and alumni from our community presenting their 
career to help 8th and 10th grade students explore their 
future options.  
 

http://www.un.org/en/holocaustremembrance/
http://www.un.org/en/holocaustremembrance/
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The 2010/11 HS Knowledge Bowl Tournament: took 
place in Kyiv, Ukraine. The team of Raychel, Caitlin, 
Mahmood and Kasper earned third place.  Congratulations 
to all team members and Mrs. Pappas. 
 
Waehringer Jewish Cemetery: In November 2010, AIS 
began its cooperation with the Jewish cemetery located in 
the 18th District, one of Vienna‟s oldest and significant 
historical and cultural monuments. AIS students will be 
helping to document and record aspects of the cemetery, 
help to clean the overgrowth and finally restore it. 
 
Visiting Artist: This spring, AIS had the privilege of 
hosting visiting artist David Ercolini. David has just 
completed illustrations for his first children´s book “Not Inside 
this House!”, in stores since August. David worked with 
students Pre K – 12th grades, showing his work, 
demonstrating the process of illustration, and discussing the 
ins and outs of working as a professional artist. Take a look 
at his website: http://davidercolini.com/ 
 

 
David in an Elementary Classroom 

 

Go Knights: If we were looking for the perfect way to 
end a wonderful year, our athletes delivered. There are so 
many outstanding performances, but the highlight was 
without a doubt the Varsity Girls Softball team. Coaches 
Miller and Heedles guided the girls to AIS's FIRST EVER 
ISST Softball Division 1 Championship. Also making school 
history is our Middle School Girls Volleyball team. They 
returned from Basel, Switzerland with the SCIS 
Championship, a first for AIS, and the gold medals without 
dropping a single set! 
 

 
 

Transportation News: AIS has made a commitment this 
year to reduce the carbon footprint in the neighborhoods 
around Vienna.  We have achieved our established goal of 
utilizing 9 buses (instead of 12) to transport students to and 
from campus.  At the same time we have continued to focus 
on the safety and efficiency of our system.   
 

 
Dr. Richard´s School Buses 

 
Drama: Mr. Michael Marinucci staged his 50th AIS 
production, “The Love of Three Oranges”, this fall. At the end 
of the play on Thursday night, various people held a short 
speech thanking him for the marvelous work he has been 
doing for our school for the past 20+ years. He was handed 
over flowers and champagne. The final breathtaking moment 
came when Ms. Anna Dietderich (a senior) handed over a 
memoir book that she had put together. It was filled with 
letters, pictures and thank you notes from many alumni 
involved in Mr. Marinucci´s play over the years. He sure was 
speechless for a moment!  
 

 
Dr. Kluznik (School Director) handing over flowers and champagne 

 
Mr. Marinucci with the Memoir Book 

http://davidercolini.com/
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The Kickoff CAS Event as told by Madame Marie-
Hélène Manus, the CAS Coordinator:  For the second time, 
the Environmental Club and Habitat for Humanity offered the 
opportunity for the CAS (Creativity, Action, Service) students 
to spend a Service Weekend in the National Park Kalkalpe in 
Upper Austria, so that the students could discover one of the 
six Austrian National Parks and get to know each other as a 
group so that we can enjoy the current CAS year.  
 

 
 
The Kalkalpen National Park has beautiful scenery of mixed 
woods of the Reichraminger Hintergebirge and 
Sengsengebirge. It is actually the largest protected forest 
area in Austria and makes you feel and enjoy the 
unique spirit of wildlife! I organized the trip with the advisors 
of the Habitat for Humanity Club and in total we were 3 
advisors and 18 students.  The group was involved in many 
team-building activities and hiking which proved to the 
students that service and action are wonderful parts of the 
CAS program . It made them happy and proud.  
 
On Friday, September 16 we left school at 3:00 pm and took 
the train from Westbahnhof to Windischgarsten, where taxis 
were waiting to take us to the Hengstpasshütte, which is a 
self-catering lodge. At the lodge we had to do the cooking, 
heating and cleaning ourselves.  

 
Our pretty and cozy lodge which was rebuilt two years ago 

Saturday, September 17 was our working service day on 
which a ranger, Mr. Paumann, explained to us why we were 
involved in cutting the small trees, which threaten the open 
spaces in the Alps and are very important for the fauna and 
the flora. We had a wonderful, sunny, busy and rewarding 
day! In the evening we built a campfire and enjoyed an 
amazing sky full of stars. Mr. Forsgren taught us with 
patience and humor how to look at the stars and to 
recognize them. 
 
On Sunday, September 18, after breakfast we took a hike. 
We went up all the way to the summit of the Wurzbauerkogel 

by chairlift and came down by a summer toboggan. After a 
delicious meal, offered by the restaurant of the National 
Park, we took the train back to Vienna.  It was a perfect 
weekend! On the trip back, the students prepared a video 
and a presentation with many photos for the weekly school 
assembly taking place on Tuesdays. 
 
Thank you to everyone who made this experience possible!  

 
Souvenir from Kalkalpen? 

 
Knights in Action 2011-2012  
 
Once again we are excited as we start a new school year. 
As always AIS will be competing in many tournaments here, 
in Austria and abroad. What makes this year different is that 
we are hosting an ISST Tournament each season, the most 
we have ever done. In the fall we are hosting Boys D2 
Volleyball, in the winter its Boys D2 Basketball and in the 
spring its Girls D1 Softball.  
 
If you are in Vienna or planning on coming back for a visit 
this year please stop by AIS, say hello and cheer on your 
Knights.  
 
Also I would like to thank everyone who has supported the 
athletics program this year and in the past. We truly are a 
role model for many schools around Europe.  
 
Should you have any question for the athletics department or 
if you would just like to know what is happening on campus, 
please feel free to drop me a line: A.Harrison@ais.at  
 
Andy Harrison - Athletics Director 
 

 
Upper Gym Floor – then 

mailto:A.Harrison@ais.at
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Upper Gym Floor – now 

 
 
Admissions Office 
 

 

Nationality Breakdown for 2011/2012 

 USA  228  Iranian  3  

Austrian  177  Polish  3  

Korean  44  Serbian  3  

Russian  33  Slovenian  3  

British  29  Emiratis 3  

Canadian  21  Burkinabé 2  

Dutch  21  Czech  2  

German  20  Egyptian  2  

Israeli  20  Greek  2  

Italian  19  Libyan  2  

Swedish  17  Lithuanian  2  

Saudi Arabian  14  Malaysian  2  

Hungarian  9  Mexican  2  

South African  9  Montenegran  2  

Bulgarian  7  Norwegian  2  

Belgian  6  Argentinian  1  

Romanian  6  Australian  1  

Turkish  6  Brazilian  1  

Irish  5  Chinese  1  

Japanese  5  Croatian  1  

Omani  5  Estonian  1  

Slovak  4  French  1  

Spanish  4  Kazakh  1  

Swiss  4  Sudanese  1  

Ukrainian  4  Syrian  1  

Danish  3  Venezuelan  1  

Finnish 3   

 
Total number of students: 769 

Total number of nationalities: 53 
 
 
The International Baccalaureate (IB)  
 

 
 

This year the IB published a CD containing 50 Excellent 
TOK Essays. We had two essays chosen for inclusion (Mr. 
Ian Dorton mentioned that there are roughly 3000 IB schools 
worldwide). The candidates, Miss Magdalena Lomacka, 
supervised by Mr. Robert Jones and Mr. Franz Ronay, by 
Mrs. Jen Lahue, are both from the Class of ´09. Magda is 
now at Oxford University and Franz at Cambridge. By the 
way, TOK produced 9 “A”s out of 36 candidates last year, 
which is roughly 5 times the world average. 
 
Take a look at Magda´s essay here: “Compare and Contrast 
Our Approach to Knowledge About the Past with our 
Approach to Knowledge About the Future”. 
 

 

 
 
Congratulations to the many students who successfully 
completed their IB exams and coursework, which may have 
included essays, projects, portfolios, lab reports, studio and 
research workbooks as well as dramatic and oral exercises.   
 
The following subjects were examined this past May: 
English, German, Norwegian, Swedish, and Korean A1, Text 
and Performance,  English, German, and Spanish A2, 
English, French, German, Spanish, and Swedish B, German 
ab initio, History, Economics, Psychology, Environmental 
Systems and Societies, Biology, Chemistry, Physics, 
Mathematics, Math Studies, Visual and Theater Arts. 
 
This year's IB Diploma candidates' results were very good 
with a range of 28-44 points. The minimum passing score is 
24 total points with 45 being the maximum.   This year's 
average, 36 points, awarded to diploma candidates is an 
improvement from last year‟s, which was 34 points.  The 
average grade of 5.57* obtained by the diploma candidates 
is also an improvement from last year, which was 5.32.    

http://www.ais.at/hs/programs/ib/ib_intro_b.htm
file://Main/t/zguerkoek/Zeynep/Globespotter/TOK%20Lomacka.pdf
file://Main/t/zguerkoek/Zeynep/Globespotter/TOK%20Lomacka.pdf
file://Main/t/zguerkoek/Zeynep/Globespotter/TOK%20Lomacka.pdf
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The following summarizes overall exam results for 2010/11: 
 

Candidates registered in the session 91 

Diploma and retake candidates registered 51 

Subject entries in the session 481 

Candidates who passed the diploma 50 

Average points obtained by passing candidates  36 

Highest diploma points awarded to a candidate 44 

Average grade obtained by passing candidates 5.57 

 
* A score of 7 is the highest score possible for any IB subject 
course.     
 
Fire Safety Drill for the Faculty and Staff 
Shortly before school opened, all faculty and staff members 
participated in a fire-safety exercise.  In the event of an 
emergency, we hope to enjoy professional help too! 

 
Fire!!! 

 
Mr. Steve Patoprsty checking if the fire is really out 

 
Mrs. Cheryl Augustine successful in fighting the fire 

 
Mrs. Deb LoCascio is sure to be a winner against the fire 

 
 

Scenes to Remember 
 
Look at AIS Then 

 
Buses in the 70s 

 

 
Class of 1973 

 

 
Newsletter Logo from 1967 
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Staff member Mrs. Ratnayake in 1982 at the main entrance 

 
Dominique Dietschy - a 3rd Grader in 1973 

 
1961 - Transfer of the Salmannsdorfer property (the Villa in the 

background) from Frau Hilda Heinsheimer to Mr. Formanek (left, School 
Director) and Mr. Strauss (right, US Embassy) 

 
The Student Store in the ´90s 

 
 

Look at AIS Now 

 
AIS from bird´s view 

 
 

 
The Villa 

 
 

 
The Environmental Ethics 

 
 

 
Earth Week  
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AIS Spirit Week (Upper Gym) 

 
Knightly Mural in the Cafeteria 

 
The Kitchen Staff (Eurest) being thanked for their wonderful work for AIS 

 
Luftburg set up on the playground for “back to school picnic” 

 
 
 

    

   
Renewal of the Upper Gym Floor (summer of 2011)  

 
Vienna Boys Choir perform in the Theater (Kino) 

  
Solar Tea Time by Mr. N. Hersey 

 
Beautiful view of the soccer field and the Vienna Woods 



~ 11 ~ 

 
Summer Camp in the Bubble (former open-air Tennis Courts) 

 

 
Look at Wien Now 

    

 

    

 

    

 

    

 

    
 

 
 

Time to Say Goodbye 

 
Class of 2011 

 
The Graduation Speech by Mrs. Teresa Zlabinger (HS 
English): 
 
“Good Afternoon.   
 
Congratulations to all who come here today to honor the 
class of 2011:  to the graduates, to their families and friends, 
and to the members of the AIS faculty, staff, and 
administration.  Today I truly feel a part of every segment of 
that community, and I know that chief among the emotions 
we are all feeling toward each other is gratitude. 
 
As a faculty member, I have attended more than two dozen 
AIS graduations, so I share what the faculty and staff 
members in the room are feeling today, some among them 
who are now retired, and a number who knew these 
students as very young children.  (In fact, could I ask those 
teachers who knew some of these students in elementary 
school to stand?   And could I ask those students who 
entered AIS in Pre-K or kindergarten or first grade to stand?)  
These, then, are some of our longest relationships.  Thank 
you.  Whether we teachers watch them for thirteen or 
fourteen years, as we have some of these graduates, or 
whether we just got to know them this year as we did three 
of our seniors, we watch our students grow in body and 
mind; we see the deepening and broadening of their hearts 
and souls, and we look at them on graduation day with a 
mixture, yes, of pride and hope for their future, as you would 
expect, but – what may be more surprising to some of you  
– we teachers look at them as well with gratitude for all they 
have taught us.  Any teacher will tell you that the deepest joy 
in the profession is in what we learn and what we remember 
from our students.  So, speaking for the teachers in the 
room, I want to express our gratitude to the students of this 
graduating class for all that you have given us over so many 
years…” 
   
The entire speech can be found on your alumni homepage. 
 
 
 
 

http://www.ais.at/page.cfm?p=406
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University and College Acceptances 2011 
Bryn Mawr College, UC at Santa Cruz, Central Washington 
University, Colgate University, Concordia College - 
Moorhead, Dickinson College, Duke University, Emmanuel 
College, Eugene Lang College, George Mason University, 
George Washington University, Johns Hopkins University, 
Kent State University, Liberty University, University of 
Michigan, New York University, Northeastern University, 
University of Notre Dame, University of Pennsylvania, 
Roosevelt Academy,  School of Visual Arts - NYC, St. 
John´s College, TISCH School of the Arts/NYU, University of 
Utah, Vassar College, Virginia Polytechnic Institute and 
State University, College of William and Mary, University of 
York, Aston University, University of Brighton, Durham 
University, University of Essex, University of Lincoln, 
Loughborough University, University of Nottingham, Queen 
Mary - University of London, Royal Holloway/University of 
London, University of Southampton, University of Sussex, 
University of the West of England - Bristol, Glion Institute of 
Higher Education 
 

 
Nikolaus Martys, Mr. Henry Heedles (HS Math/PE teacher)  

and Martin Davies 
 

 
 
Retiring Staff and Faculty 
 

 
Nikolay Hersey (in the middle) - MS Science/Health 

 
Christine Steyer - Grade 2 Teacher 

 
Inke Köver - ES German 

   
Holly Dodge - MS ESL (EAL) 

 
Juliane Yamada - HS Studio Art 
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Teresa Zlabinger (to the right) - HS English 

 

    
Linda Gregor - School Receptionist 

 
 
 

Sad Farewells 
 
Kluuni (Meybaum) Ohls ´62 sent us the sad news that her 
brother, Heino Meybaum ´65, passed away on December 
25, 2010. He was a man with a heart of gold. Rest in peace 
Heino, we will miss you. 
 

 
 
Nicholas Scheer ´87 left us on February 27, 2011.  Nick was 
a fun, adventurous and kind guy.  He made you laugh, even 
in the most bizarre situations.  He leaves behind a wife, 4 
kids, a sister (Jennifer - also an AIS alumna) and parents. 
Good bye dear friend. 
 

 
Jody, Nick and Natalie at an  

AIS theater production from the 80s 
 

Carolyn Gale Miles ´64, passed away on March 31, 2011 
after an eighteen-month battle with pancreatic cancer. She is 
survived by her husband Rich Aldred and daughter Alice 
Reid. 

 
 
 
It is with deep sorrow that we sadly announce the passing 
away of our former director (1960-64), Mr. John Formanek, 
on the morning of April 22, 2011. He was 86. Our thoughts 
and prayers are with his family and friends. R.I.P. Mr. 
Formanek, we will miss you! 
 

 
 

Haley Shay Campbell ´12, passed away on May 5, 2011. 
She was a sweet, inspiring, helpful and very honest person. 
Haley was much liked and respected by her friends. Servus 
Engel - we will miss you! 
 

 
 
Alvaro Daniel Bolanos ´90, passed away on November 6, 
2011. His spirit and beautiful writing will be dearly missed by 
his family and friends. RIP Dan! 
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Upcoming Alumni Events 
 
Class of 2002 Reunion 
25.-28. May 2012 in Vienna 
 
Class of 1982 Reunion 
22.-24. June 2012 in Vienna 
All AIS alumni are welcome! 

 
 
 

Recent Alumni Event 
 
AIS get together in NYC, March 2011 

 
Grant A. Anderson '81, Dana Nardi '81, Bob Gillcrist '76, Sara Nardi '83 

 
 
 
AIS get together in Portland, July 2011 

 
Grant A. Anderson ´81, Charlie Solomon ´89, Leslie Cooper Solomon ´88, 

Margaret Foley ´83 and Steve Farris ´79 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

AIS get together in Vienna, August 2011 

 
Jan Homan, Warren Brickell und Tom Stemberg ´67 

 
 
The Class of 2001 Reunion, Vienna, May 2011 

 
Enjoying a round of Physics – Greetings to Doc 

 
 

 
Prost 
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Pretty ladies 

 
Some models with reunion T-shirts 

 
 

The Class of 1971 Reunion, Vienna, July 2011 

 

The Class of 1971 celebrated its 40th reunion in Vienna on 

the weekend of July 7-9.  The group included a number of 

other grads and family and friends, bringing the total turnout 

close to 40.  Thanks to the prodding and inspiration of 

Predrag (Pedja) Ristic, with able henchmen Stefan 

Unterberger and Otto Liptak, a fabulous time was arranged.   

In addition to all the catching up, highlights included visiting 
AIS (arranged by alumni manager, Zeynep Gürkök, Class of 
1987) and seeing Hans Soukal, Barbara Rummelhardt and 
Gerta Burke, having a special old time tram ride around the 

Ring, reserved cars on the Riesenrad (complete with 
champagne) and experiencing a number of great 
restaurants.  The organizing team thought of everything, 
including a nice hotel in a great location, plush bus transport 
to various venues and an event photographer, Andy, whom 
we adopted.  They also arranged for Skype calls with Janet 
Paton (a former English teacher) in Scotland and with Bea 
Da Silva and Carol Young in Florida. 
 
The following attended, with a broad diversity – typical of AIS 
- in points of origin: Class of 1971:  Gaby Benari (Vienna), 
Anne Brown (Canada), Ann Bruce (Nebraska), Chuck 
Connell (Connecticut), Celia Drake with husband Don 
(Maryland), Taraneh Farboud (London), Renos 
Hadjikyriacou with wife Martina  (Austria), Peter Kiss 
(Budapest), Otto Liptak with wife Susanah (Vienna), 
Eleonore Meulenbroek with husband (Vienna), Barbara 
Porter (Amman), Joan Porter(Cambridge), Pedja Ristic with 
wife Smilija (Basel), Kazuko Shimizu (Wisconsin), Mark 
Spinrad with wife Holly and children Amelia and Daniel 
(Arizona), Stefan Unterberger with wife Ulli and children 
Misha and Hannah (Vienna), and Dragan Vujovic (Prague).  
 
The class of ´71 was fortunate to be joined by several other 
alums, including two from the class of 1970 - Hasan 
Turemen (California & Istanbul)  & Yvonne Halberstadt 
(Vienna), plus some youngsters -  Lis Halberstadt with 
husband Martin  (1972, London), Charles Weber (1973, 
Oregon, with wife Christiane and children Charlie & Elsa), 
and Mark Bergman, (1974, London).   

 
Enjoying a ride on the Nostalgie-Bim 

 
On the road to exploring the “new” AIS 



~ 16 ~ 

 
The group at the Heurige 

 

Alumni in the Spotlight 
 
This past summer, Lise Hisakawa (Class of ´08) trained with 
the "Team in Training" for her first Triathlon, raising funds for 
The Leukemia & Lymphoma Society (LLS). It is a great 
organization, a way to meet people, get in shape, and most 
importantly, because she knows people personally, who 
have been affected by cancer. She finally swam, biked, and 
ran at the Pacific Grove Triathlon last September, finishing 
11th in her age group – Congratulations! 
  
LLS helps people with cancer as well as those who have 
relatives with cancer. It also funds blood cancer research 
projects, so it's helping researchers develop new, promising 
treatment therapies.  LLS also gives people access to the 
information and services they need to fight and manage their 
disease, and helps their families pay for their treatments. 
Last year they even helped raise money for over ten types of 
cancer.   
  
She is asking you to continue with the help by making a 
donation to her fundraising campaign. Please use the link 
below to donate online quickly and securely plus learn more 
about her progress.  You will receive a confirmation of your 
donation by email and she will be notified as soon as you 
make your donation. Every dollar counts, and even if 10$ (or 
less than a movie ticket) is all you can afford; it definitely 
helps save a life, and would be much appreciated. 
  
The link: 
http://pages.teamintraining.org/sf/pactri11/lhisakawa 
  
Each donation helps accelerate finding a cure for leukemia, 
lymphoma and myeloma. Over 76% of the funds donated will 
go directly to LSS' program services. 
 
You can see the breakdown here: 
http://www.teamintraining.org/firsttimehere/themissionandhis
tory/wherethemoneygoes/ 
  
On behalf of The Leukemia & Lymphoma Society, Lise 
would like to thank you very much for your support. 
  

 
Good job Lise – your hard work is highly appreciated! 

 

 
 
Alumni in the News 
 
Bryan Adams ('76) got his Hollywood Walk of Fame star 
in front of the Musicians Institute. His hits included “Cuts Like 
a Knife,” “Summer of „69,” “Run to You,” and “(Everything I 
Do) I Do It For You.” The Canadian singer, songwriter, 
guitarist, bassist and producer Adams recalled visiting 
Hollywood Boulevard at 16 and marveling at the stars. He 
said he was humbled by seeing his own star. 
 
His charitable foundation, The Bryan Adams Foundation, 
provides grants for projects supporting the elderly, victims of 
wars and natural disasters, and those suffering from mental 
or physical abuse. 
 

 
Bryan 

 
 

 

Georg Melzer (´90) organized his third “Wild Sau - Dirt 
Run” on October 22, 2011. Sliding through the mud; climbing 
over and under various military-like obstacles, a final 10 or 
20 km run, concluded by a wild party; this event was 
definitely a physical challenge for anyone looking for 
something different. 
 

http://pages.teamintraining.org/sf/pactri11/lhisakawa
http://www.teamintraining.org/firsttimehere/themissionandhistory/wherethemoneygoes/
http://www.teamintraining.org/firsttimehere/themissionandhistory/wherethemoneygoes/
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=YlNbqepYfaY
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=YlNbqepYfaY
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Georg “the director of Pain” and participants of the Wild Sau - Dirt Run 
 

 
 

Patrick Walker (´89) opened a brewery with European 
atmosphere and fine dining in downtown Blue Ridge, 
Georgia. Take in the scenery and the delicious food at the 
Blue Ridge Brewery by clicking on the below picture. 
 

Patrick (in the middle) with his crew 
 
 

Shabnam Rezaei (´91) announced that the adventures 
of "1001 Nights" as animated by her and partner Aly´s 
production company www.bigbadboo.ca is now on ORF1 
(Austrian TV) every Sunday at 9:30 am. The show targets 
the 6-12 age groups but she knows all of you would enjoy it, 
especially if you have younger kids or adults who are kids at 
heart! She would LOVE your feedback! 
 

 
 
Thomas Zlabinger (´89) led The York College Blue 
Notes, a big band of high school musicians from 14 New 
York City public schools – from a wide range of ethnic and 
cultural backgrounds. They were among the three finalists in 
the Charles Mingus High School Competition, a national 
contest that puts them in the Specialized Schools and 
Programs group. 

 
 
Anna Bergman (´79) has a full schedule performing this 
coming fall and winter. Watch her sing at the 2nd Annual 
Broadway Salute @ The Actor's Temple on November 20, 
the Carol Channing Foundation for Arts Benefit @ The Triad 
on November 28 and the Dutch Treat Club @ National Arts 
Club, November 29.  Visit: www.AnnaBergman.com for 
details and further performances. 
 

 
 
Amir Pasic (´81) has been named by The Council for 
Advancement and Support of Education (CASE) to the 
position of vice president for international operations, 
effective December 5, 2011. 
 

http://www.bigbadboo.ca/
http://www.annabergman.com/
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CASE is a nonprofit membership association that helps 
schools, colleges and universities build and strengthen their 
programs in fundraising, alumni relations, communications, 
marketing and related fields. Headquartered in Washington, 
D.C., CASE has regional offices in London, Singapore and 
Mexico City that support the ongoing operations of CASE 
Europe, CASE Asia-Pacific and CASE América Latina.  
 
As vice president for international operations, Amir will 
oversee the regional offices, providing strategic leadership 
for their continued growth and development while ensuring 
effective coordination and collaboration with CASE 
headquarters. Pasic will also be responsible for identifying 
opportunities and funding sources for delivery of CASE 
services outside the United States. 
 
Amir comes to CASE from the Johns Hopkins University 
School of Advanced International Studies (SAIS), where he 
currently serves as associate dean for development and 
strategic planning. At SAIS, he has been responsible for 
fundraising, alumni relations, strategic planning and branding 
initiatives for campuses in Washington, Bologna and 
Nanjing.    

 
 

Alumni Websites 
 
Andrew Simon ´70: 
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=LhfzFpM3R1U 
 
Stefan Unterberger ´71: 
http://www.lerntafel.at/ 
 
Conrad Mecheski ´86: 
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=xeMEDt9cgD0 
 
Florian Birkmayer ´88:   
http://thebirkmayerinstitute.com/ 
 
Mike Gorman ´88: 
http://www.mikegorman.com/ 
 
Lucija Stojevic ´99: 
http://vimeo.com/user1287458 
 
Nora Woloszczuk ´01: 
http://www.shopikon.com/ 
 
Nicholas Platzer ´02: 
http://www.inoperable.at/ 

 
Ferdinand Sarnitz ´07: 
https://www.facebook.com/leftboymusic 
 
James Hersey ´07: 
http://www.myspace.com/jameshersey 
 
 

Globespotter Mailbag 
 

From the ´60s 
 
Sharon Scerback Kreps ´64: I am still living in Columbia, 
MD with my husband Dennis. He is enjoying his dual career 
of patent agent and spicing it up with motorcycle safety 
instructor for Cape Fox, a government contractor.  I am in 
my 14th year as a speech-language pathologist at 
Washington Adventist Hospital in Takoma Park, MD. 
Retirement is an idea in our heads, but no definite plans. We 
bought a travel trailer three years ago and have enjoyed 
getaways in the general area, fueling our desire to drive 
around the country in an RV when that retirement does 
come.  For now, we are busy with 5 grandkids and family 
and my very healthy mom, all of whom live nearby.  We'd 
love to see fellow classmates and welcome you to our guest 
bedroom if you are in the Washington/Baltimore area!  If you 
have a large family, we'll park the trailer in the driveway! 
 
 
Connie Harris (Schwartz) ´65: I live in NYC where I have 
lived for many years.  Two years ago I retired and have been 
finally able to enjoy what the City has to offer, after all those 
years of working day in and day out (as an in-house 
employment lawyer with a major financial institution).  Now, 
refreshed, I am starting to look for part-time work where I 
can possibly leverage my legal skills with my former training 
as an academic librarian, hopefully in the cultural sector.   I 
am happily married, have no children, but nurture my 2 
sweet senior cats, Gustav and Franz (my tribute to Viennese 
Kultur).  With my parents gone, I do not get back to Vienna 
as often as I‟d like, but would welcome the opportunity to see 
old AIS friends, should they come through NYC.  E-mail 
contact: Constanceharris.nyc@gmail.com 
 

 
Connie with husband 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=LhfzFpM3R1U
http://www.lerntafel.at/
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=xeMEDt9cgD0
http://thebirkmayerinstitute.com/
http://www.mikegorman.com/
http://vimeo.com/user1287458
http://www.shopikon.com/
http://www.inoperable.at/
https://www.facebook.com/leftboymusic
http://www.myspace.com/jameshersey
mailto:Constanceharris.nyc@gmail.com
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Craig M. Ebner ´67:  After graduating from AIS in 1967, I 
went to The American College of Switzerland - graduating in 
1971 with a BA/BBA in International Business Administration 
& Economics.  This is where I met my former 
spouse, Elisabeth F. Averoff of Athens, Greece.  We were 
married in Athens in 1972, were divorced in 1987, and have 
three children, Alexandra, Paul and Christina (all married), 
and four grandchildren.   
  
Following a successful marketing career with Colgate-
Palmolive International in Zurich, Switzerland, Athens. 
Greece and Tehran, Iran, I returned to the United States in 
June 1978 and settled back in my home town of 
Haddonfield, New Jersey - just outside of 
Philadelphia.  Following successful marketing careers with 
Kraft and Hershey Foods International, I went into banking, 
holding senior management positions with CoreStates Bank, 
Delaware Savings Bank and PNC Bank. 
  
After my retirement in March 2011 at age 62, my life partner 
of 22 years (Steven) and I downsized our residence and 
moved to an "Over 55" active adult community in the  
Southern New Jersey area.  We spend our time volunteering 
for The Curtis Institute of Music (where I am a member of the 
Board of Directors), antiquing, dinner and the theater in 
Philadelphia, and visiting our children and grandchildren in 
San Francisco, California and Clearwater, Florida. 
  
I would love to hear from my former classmates, and can be 
reached at craig.ebner@comcast.net.   
 
Karen Helmke Rectanus ´67: Karen lived in Turkey, Saudi 
Arabia, and Spain before finally settling in Raleigh, North 
Carolina.  She teaches in a small charter middle school 
dedicated to current global issues. 
 
Warren Brickell ´67:  
 

 
“Here is a rare gathering from left to right: Me, Rian Fried ´66 (eldest of the 
Fried clan they were 6 brothers), and Adam Lisowski ´68. The picture was 

taken at our headquarters of Fashion TV” 

 
Nancy Horton Burch ´68: I graduated in 1968...it was a 
class of 36 students, I think.  We partied until the sun rose: 
we had a great time.  I have two kids....one is a sophomore 
at Boston University and went to Grenoble, France in 

August.  The other is a son who is a senior at Grady High 
School in Atlanta, GA this year.  I would love to hear from 
anyone I know from AIS.  I visited Vienna in 2004 with my 
family.  Loved it!  
 
 
David Formanek ´69: Sadly I must report that my father, 
John Formanek, second Director of AIS (1960-1964), died 
last April. A few weeks before, he gave me the farewell 
gifts he¹d saved from so long ago: a Spanish Rider sculpture 
and an engraved silver bowl. Those were four of the greatest 
years of his life, maybe his best. 

More happily, my daughter Anthea, whom some of you met 
at the ´60s reunion, has married an intelligent young man, a 
school principal, in fact! My son Alex, now 10 or 15 cm taller 
than I, is a freshman at Bennington College. 

My wife Susan Medyn and I expect to move from the Boston 
area to a bucolic region of Rhode Island where we built a 
house near the shore. Susan has joined an artists´ group 
there and has had many art shows. See her work 
at www.SusanMedyn.com. Except for the salt water, I have 
always been searching for a place like Salmannsdorf, where 
I grew up in the Villa. 

I am nearly finished writing an epic verse memoir about 
expatriate life in Vienna in the Kennedy years. I could not 
find a publisher in time for the 50th anniversary of the climax, 
when we almost disappeared in the DDR a few nights before 
the Berlin Wall went up, so I posted the first volume on 
Twitter.com/formanex, for those with the patience to scroll 
backwards. 

Because of the so-called economy, I am no longer working 
at a museum of American history, although I am still the 
volunteer curator of the Cyrus E. Dallin Art Museum, 
celebrating the noted works of the under-recognized 
sculptor. (www.Dallin.org.) However I am finding 
considerable fulfillment selling hardware in Cambridge, 
Massachusetts. Because of its proximity to Harvard, the 
store gets many German and French speaking shoppers 
every week, so I am grateful for my four years of study with 
Herr Purkart and Fr. Dr. Klotz, and one with Fr. Daub-
Lohner. 

Earlier this spring I saw classmates Ellen Porter and Sandy 
Kiefer, and Joan O´Donnell. 

Best wishes to all! I am always glad to hear from you. 

 
 

From the ´70s 
 
David Hoelzinger ´72: Kees van der Geest, Patrick Clark, 
Frank Zach and I have managed to get together yearly for a 
cycling or hiking trip for the past few years, hard to believe 
that we have now known each other for almost 45 years, and 
can still have just as much fun! 

mailto:craig.ebner@comcast.net
http://www.susanmedyn.com/
http://www.dallin.org/
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David, Patrick, Kees and Frank 

 
 
Esther Rothblum ´72: She has completed her sixth year as 
Professor of Women's Studies at San Diego State University 
and is spending her sabbatical year at San Francisco State 
University.  Esther is enjoying California after 23 years as 
Professor of Psychology at the University of Vermont.  
Esther's partner Penny lives in San Francisco and so Esther 
spends a lot of time in that city.  She has played racquetball 
for over 30 years, and Penny has a fourth degree black belt 
in the Japanese martial art Aikido. 
 

    
Australia trip and “Fat Studies” reading by Esther 

 
John K Jacobs ´72: I am married, now for 30 years, have 
three lovely daughters, and run a business that specializes 
in shipping and handling museum objects. I live in Silver 
Spring, MD, just outside of D.C. where I am in touch with 
Michael Levitsky, also class of ´72, Julius Spetter, class of 
´72, Peter Alexander, class of ´71, and about a dozen other 
members of our class. Michael and Julius and I all travelled 
to Wien together two years ago for a visit, and hope to 
repeat the experience before too long. 
 
 
Mariana Correa da Silva ´73: Still living in Sao Paulo, 
Brazil, happily married now for 23 years. We have 3 
wonderful children, all doing wonderfully well in their 
respective professional fields. My husband and I have our 
own Import/Export Company, specialized in foods and 
drinks. I take care of the gourmet products and wines; thus I 
have to work out a lot… I would love one day to hold a class 
reunion here but, unless many decide to come for the World 
Cup in 2016, I seriously doubt there will be a high 
attendance rate. Best regards from Brazil!! 
 

 
Mariana (second from the right) with family 

 
Michele van Grondelle ´73: living in Tangerine, Florida, 
working in Miami, managing an infectious diseases practice 
(protect yourself!!).  Married (more than once), 1 son, 
grandmother ('Mpmpi'), travel as much as possible. Still in 
contact with 2 of the closest friends I made at AIS!  Liz 
Halberstadt-Box (my BFF!) & Larry O'Connor.....intermittent 
contact with many others ....mostly via Facebook...I confess! 
I made it to a reunion many years ago and was shocked at 
the changes on campus!  I'd like to do it again but am waiting 
for the 'roster' that includes more of the people in my few 
early years there. Nevertheless, those were some of the best 
years of my young life..... 
 

Paul A. Price ´73: My wife Cathy and I live in a ranch style 
house above the West River on Prince Edward Island.  The 
name of the road says it all "Meadowbank". My 
ophthalmology practice is close by.  I continue landscape 
painting and have established teleophthalmology and 
screening programs on the Labrador. Does anybody know 
where Gerry Roberts is?  Don Thurman and I went 
backcountry skiing last winter. 
 
Kirsten A. Whetstone ´74: We have been living in Park 
City, Utah for 17 years. We love the skiing in the winter and 
the mountain trails in the summer. I am a city planner and 
Rich is Director of the Summit County Health Department. 
My husband Richard Bullough and I have a 16 year-old 
Nordic skiier, soccer player, bike rider, fun loving son named 
Garrett. This past August we took our first trip to Europe! 
Two weeks in England and Scotland. Chelsea football! 
I‟ll have to get on Facebook and catch up - always enjoy 
hearing from everyone. 
 
Deborah Mansell (Dullaghan) ´75: Since leaving AIS in 
1974 I travelled and lived in Europe for the most part until 
returning to the US to live in 1978 or so. Moved to Janesville, 
WI in 1980 where I met my husband Mike, and two step 
children, Mike Jr. (36) and Melissa (34). We've been married 
since October 1983 and have two grown children of our own, 
Anna (26) and Eric (24). When Eric went to kindergarten, I 
began studying at the university here and graduated summa 
cum laude five years later with a degree in Art/Graphic 
Design/Advertising. For several years we built and sold 
houses, and got out of that right before the housing market 
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crashed in our town. I have been working in the advertising 
department for a mid-west retailer called Farm and Fleet, 
and am thankful to be working with people I like and for a 
stable company. I dabble with my art, love going to movies, 
researching ways to better my health, and hanging out with 
our three grandchildren. Find me on Facebook, you can see 
some of my artwork and photos of my family! 
 
 
 
Eric Affsprung ´75: I attended AIS in 1964/65 for the 2nd 
grade. I am an assistant professor/licensed psychologist 
(PA) at the Center for Counseling and Human Development, 
Bloomsburg University of Pennsylvania. Email contact: 
eaffspru@bloomu.edu 
 
 
 
Bob Gillcrist ´76: I am an architect and the Director of 
Project Management for HOK Architects. I travel frequently 
to our over 20 offices worldwide, and try to keep in touch 
with AIS folks in those places. I live in Kansas City MO after 
having moved around since Vienna (5 years in Tennessee, 5 
years in Denver, 8 years in Washington DC, and now 17 
years in KC).  I am married to Maria and we have 5 
incredible children: Michael: a senior at Marquette 
University, Anna: a senior at Stephens College, Stephen: a 
freshman at Loyola University – New Orleans, David: a 
junior at Rockhurst Jesuit High School and Peter: a 
freshman at St James Catholic High School. 
 
The broader Gillcrist family is doing wonderfully.  My parents 
are in wonderful health and recently moved from Boca 
Raton, FL to Rhode Island to be closer to family: Marie 
Therese lives in RI.  My parents have 36 grandchildren and 
8 great-grandchildren. 
 

 
The Gillcrist family at their parents´ 50th Anniversary 10 years ago 

 
Bob with Frau Burke 5 years ago 

 
 
Tamara Bihuniak Bergen '76:  I live in Cape Coral, Florida 
and have 2 daughters: Sophie 23, and Nicole 15.   Was 
married to Freddy Bergen '76, who passed away in 2004.  I 
have a travel and information website about Cape Coral:  
http://come-to-cape-coral.com 
 
 
Unnur Bjornsdottir (Sigurbjornsson) ´76: I live in Iceland 
and am an Associate Professor of Allergy/Clinical 
Immunology at the University of Iceland and am Department 
Head of Allergy/Immunology at the University Hospital.  I am 
married to Kristinn Skarphedinsson and we have two 
children, aged 15 and 17.  
 
 
David P. Kohler ´78: Greetings from the Kohler Family 1968 
thru 1973!  Here we all are 38 years later ….. hopefully 
healthier, wealthier and wiser???  The Kohler Clan has 
settled on the east coast of the US from Richmond, VA to 
Atlantic City, NJ and points between.   Mom & dad (Jim & 
Rachel) moved to a retirement home in Mayslanding, NJ this 
past February, while Janet & family (Lauren & Lynn, 
daughters both in college) are living close by.  Jim and family 
still reside in Wilmington, DE and his 2 sons have graduated 
college and are both employed! Mary & family are living in 
Bel Air, MD with a 12 year-old son and 15 year-old 
daughter.  John is living in a suburb of Philadelphia and has 
no children, much like me.  I (Dave) live in Richmond, VA 
and live furthest from the brood.   
 
We all miss those wonderful years in Wien & AIS and 
reminisce often about the glory days!  E-mail contact: 
Kohlerdp@gmail.com 
 

mailto:eaffspru@bloomu.edu
http://come-to-cape-coral.com/
mailto:Kohlerdp@gmail.com
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The Kohlers at Easter 

 
Lucy Barkanic-Cadwallader ´78: I feel my time in Vienna, 
fall of 1972 to summer of 1978, was the most enjoyable time 
of my life.  I have mentioned my upbringing in Vienna at 
every jewelry demonstration I have performed.  I believe my 
art teacher, Mr. Kaine influenced my love of the arts; he was 
such a cool teacher, never pushy, but always 
encouraging me to try new mediums and take risks. 
   
I wanted to share my art with the AIS Globespotter. Many 
people here in the USA have not heard of Victorian Hair 
Jewelry. I attend functions (often dressed in Civil War attire, 
a hoop skirt and such...), demonstrate how the jewelry is 
made and explain the history and its significance.  I often get 
mixed emotions; jewelry made from a loved one´s hair does 
cause a stir from time to time. I have been making hair 
jewelry for 16 years now and I traveled to Sweden and 
England a few times to do research....the art is still being 
done in some villages in Sweden and the Victoria and Albert 
Museum in London has an extensive collection of hair art. I 
have a web site, www.lucyshairwork.com if you are 
interested in learning more. 
 
I love reading Facebook comments and reminiscing about 
the old days back in Vienna,  it might be a bit premature on 
my part, but I was invited to visit a friend in Abu Dhabi next 
year, so I might try to stop off in Vienna on my way there...a 
visit to AIS would definitely be one of my destinations!  
 
Jane Goffman ´79:   After graduating from AIS in 1979 I fell 
off the face of the earth, went to Bryn Mawr, got married at 
the tender age of 21, hopped around the world a fair bit and 
thanks to Rafael Cabrera finding me in Canberra (a well-
hidden capital in Australia) have enjoyed getting back in 
touch with the fabulous Sergio Pines and a number of crazy 
old friends who pop up on Facebook.  Husband and I moved 
back to Europe in 2007 so I was lucky enough to get to 
Vienna and show our 3 children why it's so special to me. 
 I've been an urban planning consultant working from home 
since the kids were born: my girls are now 16 and 11; my 
son will be 14 soon.  Moved back to Canberra in January, 
narrowly escaping the clutches of a Belgian baron who 
convinced us that owning a house on the far side of the 
planet can be a rather useful thing. Look forward to hearing 
from my old classmates. 

Lydia Bergen Allen ´79: My husband and I made it back to 
Vienna this May for 10 days to celebrate our 30th 
anniversary and my upcoming 50th birthday (Yuk!). We had 
great weather and it was just great to be back in Vienna. 
Luckily some things about Vienna never change. Made it to 
AIS of course and enjoyed the tour of all the changes and 
what was still the same. Cool to see the Kino was still the 
same. 
 

 
Lydia visiting AIS in the spring of 2011 

 
 
 
Paul Noronha ´79: I have lived in San Francisco, California 
since 2000.  After a few jobs in real estate law, I am currently 
working as a contracts manager for a shipping company 
here in SF.  I enjoy the work very much and enjoy beautiful 
views of San Francisco Bay from my office.  I have yet to 
make it back to Vienna since graduation in 1979! 
 
In January 2011, I flew out from San Francisco to visit Carrie 
(Balano) Heningham (also Class of 1979) and her lovely 
family who live not too far from Boston, MA.  I spent several 
days with Carrie and we had a great time catching up and 
just lazing around -- my favorite kind of vacation!  With plenty 
of snow on the ground, it reminded me of winters in Vienna.  
Carrie has a lovely large home, a busy job, a great husband, 
children and a couple of dogs to keep her busy 7 days a 
week. 
 

 
Paul and Carrie 

http://www.lucyshairwork.com/
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In July 2011, Leslie (Kerr) Josling (Class of 1980) and 
daughter (Kirsten) made a trip out to the west coast, 
including San Francisco for a few days.  I was not able to 
spend as much time with them as I would have liked but we 
got to do a little sightseeing of Chinatown and had several 
great meals together.  Leslie currently lives in Hamilton, 
Canada with her family and enjoys her family and work. 

 
Leslie and Paul 

 
Earlier in the summer, my little brother, Michael (who would 
have been Class of 1982), our sister Sylvia (did not attend 
AIS) and two of her four children made a trip to Europe and 
stopped for a few days in Vienna.  School was already out of 
session and guards at the gates chased them away . They 
were able to connect with David Rothblum (brother of Esther 
´72) who drove to Vienna from his home in Munich just to 
see them, and Marie Bergen ´73.   
 

 
A friend and David with Sylvia and Michael 

 
Marie and Sylvia with her 2 kids 

 
That's about it for now.  I welcome anybody who plans to 
visit San Francisco to email me and get together! 
 

Stephen A. Hubler ´79: I am currently serving as Acting 
Consul General at the US Consulate General in St 
Petersburg, Russia.  My next assignment, beginning August 
2012, will be as Consul General, US Consulate General 
Duesseldorf.  My wife Ute and daughters Sophia and 
Mariam are with me in St Petersburg, one of the world's 
most beautiful cities, especially during the fantastic White 
Nights in the summer.  In addition to my tour in Russia, my 
family and I have served with the US Foreign Service in the 
Balkans, Horn of Africa, Washington DC, Central America 
and Germany. 
 
Steven Whetstone ´79: I was in the class of ´79, but was 
only at AIS for 4th through 8th grade. I have tremendous 
memories from my years in Vienna. My sisters Karin, Kirsten 
and Sally all attended AIS as well. My wife Karen and I live 
in Mill Valley, CA with our kids (Kellen-10, Kirsten-8). We all 
play lots of soccer! I really enjoy hearing about AIS news! 
 
 

From the ´80s 
 
Erika Levy ´82: I attended AIS from 1st through 12th and 
graduated in 1982. I am now an Assistant Professor of 
Speech and Language Pathology at Teachers College, 
Columbia University in New York. My husband, Philip, and I 
have two children in elementary school. I am intermittently in 
touch with Kicki Ericson and others from my year (just heard 
from Setsu Sato!) and would love to hear from other former 
classmates (please use the contact info below). I am also in 
close touch with my mother, Mme. Levy, who taught French 
at AIS, and who now lives in Prague. 
 
Erin DeDecker (Payne) ´82: The DeDeckers (Frank, Erin 
Payne '82, Sarah and Maddie) enjoyed a fun-filled Italian 
holiday with the Smiths (Scott, Pat Leedy '82, Madeleine 
and Graham) this summer! Great food, sights, and 
laughter...and a little wine too!!! 
 
I would love to hear from AIS'ers I knew! You can contact me 
at fdedecker@rogers.com . 
 

 
Frank, Erin, Sarah, Maddie, Graham, Madeleine, Scott  

and Pat (from left to right) 
 

mailto:fdedecker@rogers.com
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Pat and Erin in Tuscany 

 
 
Robert E. Fellner ´82: Since my AIS times I have married. 
My wife‟s name is Deloris (Dee) and we live in Maine. We 
visited Maine for a weekend, went back to Virginia, packed 
up, and moved here. My wife had never lived outside the 
state of Virginia prior to the move. We have been here since 
January 2000. I retired from the Army in 1993 and we had 
both worked for the government until we moved.  
  
I have degrees in Applied Sciences, Arts and Humanities, 
and Education. Deloris studied Food Safety and Health. My 
areas of teaching are Social Studies and Science. I am 
active in the Androscoggin County Emergency Response 
Team and County Animal Response Team (large and small 
animal rescue). I have numerous certificates of training in 
Animal Rescue, Disaster Preparedness and Public Health 
and Safety. I completed the Lewiston/Auburn Police 
Academy in 2010. I am still very interested in history. In fact I 
tend to look at science through a historical view point as well 
as cause and effect.  
 

 
Robert is behind McGruff “the crime dog” with the blue baseball cap 

 
 
Sara Nardi '83: Still living in New York City, working at 
Bellevue Hospital for the past 11 years as a physician 
assistant in plastic & hand surgery. Have an 8 year-old son 
who goes to the English school.   

 
Sara with family 

 

Had a mini reunion with Grant Anderson and Bob Gillcrist in 
the spring as well as a lovely visit from Michal Yellin (AIS 
class '83) and her daughter from Israel this summer. 
 

 
Sara with Michal 

 
Mareike Wolf ´86: From 1982 - 1985 I attended the 
American International School in Vienna. After moving to 
Mainz, Germany, I returned to Vienna for personal reasons 
where I worked as an office manager in an advertising 
agency. After my residence permit expired, I returned to 
Mainz where I trained as a dental nurse. Since 1991 I have 
worked as an administrative assistant for the occupational 
health services (Berufsgenossenschaft). 
 
I live with my partner and my 13 year old son, Luis, in a 
small rural community. My hobbies include holidays in 
Norway, sports and singing in a gospel choir. I am still in 
contact with Nathalie Schwarz (Denzler) who also attended 
the AIS and lives in Switzerland. Viele Grüße from Germany. 
 
Meredith Esham ´86: Since July of this year, I am the 
Director of Marketing & Communications for Precise 
Biometrics, which is based in Lund, Sweden. I'm not 
relocated but will be traveling internationally more 
extensively than before, which suits me just fine! I've had a 
busy summer with my sister, Jennifer Esham (now 
Rosengren, class of 1983) and her three children, my 
nephews Jonathan and Andy, and niece Libby, spending a 
few weeks with me in our home in Bethesda, MD.  
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We were in Vienna from 1975-79 and I am class of 1986. My 
husband Roman and I visited Vienna in February 2011, and 
Zeynep (Gürkök-Müllner) gave us a great tour of the school. 
It is impressive and despite the many changes, it brought 
back memories! 
 
 
Timothy Hammond ´86: Here is a picture of Tim with his 
sister, Ann ´87 near Kingston, Ontario. 
 

 
 
Amber Hanak-Hammerl ´87: She gave birth to Koray, a 
baby boy, in October with her partner, Wolfgang Löber ´92. 
Her second child after daughter Rubina.  
 
 
Astrid Boesze ´87:  
 

 
Astrid, Eva ´85, mom, Tiko ´88 and Astrid´s daughter Josie 

 
Erwin A Rezelman ´87: Already five years now since I 
moved to Brazil. Still running the SAP Labs Latin America 
but now with the additional very exciting and rewarding joy of 
caring for my twin sons. They are one year old now and love 
technology, especially iPads, iPhones and the like. 
Unfortunately for their mom it will mean more gadgets!!! 
 

 
Erwin with the twins 

 
 

James L. Gorman Jr. ´87: This past year has been an 

exciting one for me and my family. This past December we 

had a baby boy, who is named Liam.  He was a very big 

baby and has grown so much in these past months. He is 

only 10 months old now, but has been talking and trying to 

walk, and everyone thinks he is much older than he really is. 

Needless to say Jenn and I have been very busy with him 

and with my daughter Finnan. She is excited because this is 

her birthday week, turning 7 this year.  She has been taking 

horseback riding lessons since she tried it out at summer 

camp.  She is also adjusting to going to school all day long in 

first Grade, but is doing well.   

 

My wife has been doing well since her return to work after 

Liam was born. Between the two of us we keep the family 

and household under control, or at least that is what we 

attempt. As for me, I still work for the UConn Health Center, 

but now for the Department of Occupational & Environmental 

Medicine as an administrator. I am also finishing up my 

Masters degree in Public Health, and will graduate in May.  I 

am also going to exercise classes to get back in shape and 

enjoying it.  That is all from us Gorman‟s in Connecticut, 

would love to hear from anyone, look me up on Facebook. 

Take care everyone! 

 
Mark Kitchell ´87: Mark and his mother finally made it back 
to AIS for a visit after many years. He did succeed in 
recognizing parts of the school but was also amazed how 
much had changed and had been added to the original 
campus. He now lives in Amsterdam. 
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Zeynep and Mark at the former student lounge  

 

 

 

 
35A rocks! 

 
 
Zeynep Gurkok-Mullner ´87:  

 
Zeynep met up with Marlies Olensky in Berlin 
(former Assistant to High School Counselor) 

 

 
Lill Gajski (van Duyne), Parsoua Tomandl (Abedi), Zeynep  

and Barbara Harraz (Reich) – all Class of ´87 
 

 
The Gürköks - Zeynep with Mrs. Gürkök (former HS math teacher)  

and Ayse Frey (Gürkök) ´95 

 
Yao Fei Juan ´88: Peter Yared ´89 and YF met up in a 
coffee shop in San Francisco. Family, friends at AIS, and life 
after AIS were discussed. And, as required, by law I believe, 
in the Metro Silicon Valley region, tech start-ups, 
mobile/cloud computing, and blogs were tossed into the 
conversation for good measure. The get-together ended 
when duties for kids called. 

 
Alex Schekolin ´89:  

 
Paul Brach, Chris Wayd, Mikael Muegge, Axel Schekolin,  

Sascha Neuberger and Alex Pschill 
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Christopher Wayd ´89: I still live in Austria, founded the 
company PMD - Product and Market Development GmbH - 
together with my brother Steve. I live with my fiancée and 
daughter in Pressbaum, near Vienna. 
 

 
Chris 

 

From the ´90s 
 
Alexander Puhrer ´91:  

     
Alex sings bass solo in the Musikverein to Handel's Messiah 

 
Richard Conan-Davies ´91: Richard is still happily working 
in Canberra at Questacon - The National Science & 
Technology Centre explaining science to the general public. 
 
Andrea Karpati Ezavi ´92: I still live in Tanzania with my 
husband and two boys – Samuel, nearly 4, and Ariel just 
turned 1. We are planning to move back to Tel Aviv end of 
this year. My brother, Peter '89, lives in London, with his little 
girl Lara Rachel who is 5. It's been 4 years since we lost our 
father, my mother lives in Budapest and we see each other 
as often as possible.  
 

 
Andrea with her family at the beach in Tanzania 

Bernadett Fodor ´92:  My husband and I live in Budapest at 
the moment, but keep moving around since Gabor is an 
opera singer. We have six children (Arpad is 11, Balint 9, 
Melinda 7, Lilla 4, Bendeguz 3, and Laura is 17 months) so 3 
girls and 3 boys. When I have time, I do translations, teach 
English; otherwise I am busy organizing the life of our family. 
I have photos of us on my Facebook profile. 
 
 
 
Ana Tajder ´93: After I finished my second book Knockout, I 
received a "Staatsstipendium für Literatur", a prestigious 
grant from the Austrian Ministry of Culture for my third book, 
which is about growing up in a socialist country. The book 
should come out in 2012. A couple of months ago, I moved 
to Los Angeles. I live in West Hollywood now and am 
learning to write screenplays at UCLA. 
 

 
Ana at a photo shoot for the “Woman” magazine 

 

 
 
 
Jun-Nicole Matsushita ´94: Life is wonderful hear in Iowa 
City, Iowa in the heartland of the United States. When my 
family ask me where Iowa is I tell them to open an atlas to 
North America and we are in the crack of the book!  My 
husband, Huy Tong and I moved to Iowa City for graduate 
school after meeting at University in Tacoma, Washington. 
We loved it so much here that we decided to stay to raise 
our two sons Khai 7 and Khoi 5. We love the outdoors and 
the university town lifestyle. Both boys went to preschool on 
a farm! I stay at home with them and run our family 
business, Bamboo Birth Services. As a certified birth doula, I 
help families experience none-to-low intervention hospital 
births. I love working with the families, teaching, writing, and 
speaking in the community. This January I published the 
book Birth Movement: How to use the squat bar, birth ball, 
birth sling and movement for your no-to-low intervention 
hospital birth. The book is intended for families preparing for 
birth as well as professionals. Take a peek at 
www.BirthMovement.com. In order to serve my families 
beyond pregnancy and birth, I am also an educational 
consultant with Discovery Toys. Enjoy the site:  
www.DiscoveryToysLink.com/JunBugFun. 
 

http://www.birthmovement.com/
http://www.discoverytoyslink.com/JunBugFun
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A family photo from a trip to Oregon last summer. “I ran in the sand 

connecting back to my running days with Coach Jones.” 

 
 
Ayse Frey (Gurkok) ´95: 

 
Ayse with Ben, born in December 2010 

 

 
Ayse and Ben with Mackenzie Dawson ´95 

 
Kelly O'Connor '95: My husband and I are looking forward 
to an exciting year.  We just bought a house in Wilmington, 
DE.  We moved to the Philadelphia area a year ago because 
of my husband's job, after 7.5 years in Texas.  We are 
expecting our first child (a daughter) in late August.  I am 
going into my 13th (!!) year as a high school English 
teacher.  I was lucky to find a school willing to hire me for 
next year since I will have to start the year on maternity 
leave!  After many years of being out of touch, I am now 

excited to be reconnecting with quite a few former-AIS 
friends via Facebook. 
  
 
Mackenzie Dawson '95: is happily living in the East Village 
in New York with her husband North Landesman. She's still 
working at the New York Post, where she is features editor, 
and where the term "zeitgeist" is bandied about on an almost 
daily basis. "It makes me smile, because then I always think 
of the AIS newspaper," she says. In July, she went to the 
wedding of Emily Lawrence '95, where she also got the 
opportunity to hang out with Alexandra Perina '94 and Brian 
Brennan '94 and his wife Jaime. She's still in touch with 
Scottie Buron '95, who now lives in Albuquerque, and lives a 
few blocks away from Kate Brennan '96. 
 
 
Rebecca Von Arx Tani ´95: I´m married, living in Hawaii, 
expecting our first child in January.  I am a pediatric physical 
therapist working with children with developmental delay 0-3 
years of age. 
 
 
Karoline Wightman ´98: Greetings from Little Rock, AR! I 
am currently working as a News Reporter for FOX16 News 
in Little Rock, Arkansas. Prior to joining FOX16 in August of 
2010, I worked at several television stations across the 
country as a photographer, reporter, anchor and weather 
personality. My career in television has taken me from the 
beautiful Pacific Northwest in Medford, Oregon, to the High 
Desert of Reno, Nevada, and now to the South. Thanks to 
social media, I am still in touch with several classmates from 
my AIS days, and enjoy hearing stories about what everyone 
is up to from all four corners of the world. Hopefully 
someday, my travels will take my back to the Vienna woods 
to visit AIS. Best wishes to everyone! 
 

 
Karoline 

 
 
Kurt Deacon ´98: Early this year I got married to my wife 
Brittany in San Francisco.  In June our son, Connor was 
born.  He is perfect in every way.  I can't wait to one day take 
my family to Vienna and show them one of the greatest 
places on earth.  We currently live in a small town in the Bay 
Area of California and love the beautiful weather.  I continue 
to protect and serve my community as a police officer and 
have done so for the past six years.  I haven't seen many 
people from my old class but once in awhile I do and miss 
the good old days. 
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From the ´00s 

 
Ardalan Maher ´01: Working in Marketing at Hauni 
Maschinenbau AG in Hamburg, Germany since graduating 
with an MA in International Management & Marketing from 
the European Business School of London in 2010. Married: 
No. Kids: No. Workaholic: Yes! 
 
 
Hania Köver ´01:  

 
Hania with her mom, Frau Inke Köver, at her  

Grad School Graduation (Berkeley) 

 
 
Nicholas Platzer ´02: Since I left AIS and Vienna in 1997, I 
finished my studies in America and in 2006 moved back to 
good ol' Wien. 6 months after coming back I opened the first 
Urban Culture Gallery in Austria, INOPERAbLE. We 
specialize in all things street art, graffiti, tattoo, skateboard, 
and lowbrow, with regularly changing exhibitions. We have 
also been responsible for a number of large murals around 
Vienna, bringing color to the gray walls of the city. 
  

 
Nicholas with Gallery partner Nathalie Halgand 

 
 
Angela Moras ´03: After leaving Vienna in 1997, our family 
moved to Amman, Jordan for 2.5 years.  We returned to the 
US - Dallas, Texas and completed high school.  I attended 
the University of Texas at Austin and graduated in 2007 with 
a bachelor's in Finance and Government. After working for 
Deloitte Consulting for 3 years in their Strategy and 

Operations practice, I returned to business school.  I will 
graduate in May of 2012 with an MBA from Duke University. 
 
Elena Augustine '03: After graduating from AIS I went to 
Bucknell University in Pennsylvania, graduating with a triple 
major in Political Science, English, and Theater in 2007. 
That same year I went to graduate school in Colorado at the 
University of Denver's Korbel School of International Studies 
for my Master's in International Administration.  I was there 
completing my coursework until early 2009, then entered the 
Peace Corps to complete the last 18 credits of my degree in 
a kind of extended practicum.  I've been serving as a Youth 
Development Volunteer in Karaganda, Kazakhstan for 
almost two years now, and will finish up here in late 
October.  Among the projects I've done here is Post Secret 
KZ (postsecretkz.blog.com), a nationwide art project 
promoting HIV/AIDS testing for youth in Kazakhstan.  The 
next step could take me anywhere in the world - my plan is 
to work in the international development or humanitarian 
assistance fields, preferably making use of the Russian I've 
learned here in Kazakhstan.  I haven't been back to Vienna 
since 2004, but am hoping I'll be able to visit for my class' 10 
year reunion! 
 

 
Elena 

 
Jaime Jennison ´04: Since leaving AIS in 2001, I finished 
up my last years of High School in Oakton, VA.  I attended 
the University of Mary Washington in Fredericksburg, VA 
and majored in Business Administration with a concentration 
in German.  After graduation, I worked for First Lady Laura 
Bush as an intern, the Department of Education, Booze Allen 
Hamilton and I have now been working as a contractor for 
the Department of State.  I traveled all over the world visiting 
American Embassies and I hope to one day join the Foreign 
Service and follow in my parents footsteps. My time at AIS 
was unbelievable and I hope to give my kids the same 
awesome opportunities.  I recently got engaged to Benjamin 
Stockdale, whom I met at work and Sophie Hirsch, my best 
friend from AIS, is going to be my Maid of Honor. We live in 
Oakton, VA. 
 
 
Joey Pasqualini ´06: Channel 4 made a 3-day TV story 
about 3 different stories that happened in Pennsylvania due 

http://postsecretkz.blog.com/


~ 30 ~ 

to drunk drivers. Here's Joey's story, which was broadcasted 
on TV in March. 

 

 
Please click here 

 
We, here at AIS, strongly believe that Joey will fully recover 
one day. 
 
 
Priscilla Machado ´06: I moved to Buenos Aires in January 
2011 after living in Brazil for 5 years, and I am currently a PA 
for the CEO of an international real estate company called 
Oasis Collections, I am in a brand new and wonderful 
relationship, have no kids. Keep in touch with Miriam 
Brownstone, Michael Laps, Jascha Widecki, Karina Weitzer, 
Steven Murray and Elena Tissue. Very excited to hear news 
from everyone! 

 
Priscilla 

 

Fritz Rudolf Rost ´07: Since leaving AIS, I graduated with 
an IB Diploma from the Anglo-American International School 
in Moscow, Russia. I have recently graduated with a Bcom 
Financial Management degree from the University of 
Pretoria, South Africa. Since January 2011 I have been 
working for WorleyParsons. The company has roughly 
30,000 employees worldwide and I plan to work for them 
wherever they need me. The following are former AIS 
members with whom I still maintain contact: Alixe Turner, 
Hadrien Turner, Romi Brummer, Birgit Brummer and Burcu 
Yildiz. 
 
 

Caroline Schwanzer ´08: During her 2010 Christmas break, 
Caroline had the fantastic opportunity to meet with famous 
authors Doris and John Naisbitt (Megatrends, Chinese 
Megatrends) at Lake Woerthersee in Velden, Carinthia, 
Austria. Caroline discussed her possible cooperation and 
contribution - as part of her first job engagement after 
graduating from Stanford in spring 2012. Of course this will 
also be China related. The Naisbitts hold several teaching 

engagements at famous Chinese universities and run the 
Naisbitt China Institute in Tianjin, China. 
 

 
Doris Naisbitt, Caroline and John Naisbitt 

 
 
 
Katherine Hugins ´09: Kat is currently a junior English 
major at James Madison University. She will be partaking in 
her school's study abroad program in London, England this 
fall semester.  
 
 
Andrey Zagorulko ´10: After graduating in 2010 I decided to 
stay in Vienna and study Economics at the 
Wirtschaftsuniversität Wien (WU). There I was admitted to 
an honor's program (Top League), which helped me get 
through the first year and most importantly the thousands of 
students at the university. Since university started I have 
also undertaken new challenges, such as an internship at 
Austria's largest private bank (Gutmann Bank) and also in 
fields differing to the one that I study in: in partnership with 
the University of Applied Arts in Vienna I wrote a script and 
produced a short film, which was consequently submitted to 
Austrian film-festivals such as the Diagonale (results are 
pending!), partook in PoetrySlams and for the first time 
travelled outside of Europe! However, the most important 
thing that happened in the last year was that I met my 
girlfriend, Florentina, whom I have been happily dating and 
by now it is a year that we have been together. 
 

 
Andrey with Florentina 

http://www.wtae.com/news/27191939/detail.html
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Yuki Inada ´10: I took part in an international music 
competition in Italy at the end of May of this year. I received 
first Prize in the string section (cat. f/18-21years old).  
 

 
Yuki (fourth from the left) 

 

 
Faculty and Staff 

 
Aimee and Paul Miner: Aimee was the former AIS 
Elementary School Computer Coordinator and Paul was a 
former AIS substitute teacher from 1997 to 2000. 
 
Currently, Aimee and Paul live in Seattle with their daughter, 
Allison (age 5) and son, Andrew (age 7).  Aimee is the 
Elementary School Principal at Lake Forest Park Elementary 
and Paul is a project manager for an international chemical 
company. 
 
The Miners still love to ski, hike and travel and miss their AIS 
family! 
 

 
The Miner family 

 
Barbara and Warren Adams (former Elementary and 
Middle School Principals): We have been very busy this 
past summer. In June, we rented a cabin for a month in the 
Georgia Mountains (Blue Ridge, GA) to celebrate our 50th 
wedding anniversary with relatives and friends. Doug ´86 
and his family came for a week as did Janis ´84 and family. 
The Walkers (Terry, Janie, and Patrick's family) were a big 

part of the celebration. Jim and Randi Trimble were there for 
a few days as well. Our kids, along with the Walkers´, had a 
big surprise party for us and what a surprise it was! The 
month of July brought us to our home in New Jersey and a 
family reunion in Blue Ridge Summit, PA (temperatures 
100+ degrees Fahrenheit) with some 55 family members in 
attendance. After that, we spent a week in Vermont at our 
son's, Doug's, place along with Janis and Mallori (our 
granddaughter). It was a bit cooler there. In November, our 
whole family will be in Vienna to get some Christmas spirit. 
Yeah! Then, we'll be back in Florida for the holidays. 
 
 
Frank Modica (former Elementary School Music 
Teacher): would love to hear from you all. His E-mail 
address is orsini83@aon.at. 
 
Jutta von Chiari (former French and German teacher):  
Was married to Dr. Dieter Chiari in 1967 and together they 
have 3 sons; Richard, Michael and Nikolaus. Since the birth 
of her children Jutta has been a stay-at-home mom. 
Nowadays she, her husband, her sons and partners all live 
together in the 19th District. She is a proud grandma and a 
very happy retiree. 
 
Pamla Moore (former Director of Development and 
Communication): In June Powell and I spent a few days in 
Krakow and had a grand time catching up with Ellen Stern 
(former AIS Director) over dinner.  She was about to leave 
Krakow, spend a few weeks in the USA and then take off for 
her next assignment in Cairo.  Just recently Powell and I had 
lunch with Kit Traub (former Board Chair).  Ulrike and 
Herbert are in Vienna so maybe some of the AIS crowd will 
see them.  All five of us do try to get together every now and 
then.   

 
Pam celebrating her birthday at the Strand House,  

Vienna-December 2010 

 
 
Rita Falbel (former Drama teacher): Here is a photo of my 
visit with Janet Paton (former English teacher) at the end of 
May in her home town of Abernethy, Scotland. We spent 
some nostalgic hours leafing through her AIS yearbooks 
(1966 through 1968) recalling many funny as well as 
poignant moments with our students and other teachers. 
Best regards from New York City. 

mailto:orsini83@aon.at
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Rita and Janet 

 
 
 
 
Sunny Murdock Sonker (former Elementary teacher): 
Maybe the same curiosity and sense of awe that draw 
people to teach in another culture remains with them forever. 
It did for this group. 
 
In August 2011, Gary & Nancy Fullerton and Monk & Sunny 
Murdock Sonker enjoyed the wonderful city of Vancouver, 
B.C., Canada together. These teachers from AIS (1966-68) 
hadn't seen each other for 38 years, but it could have been 
yesterday. The reunion provided such fun as they 
remembered people and events from Vienna and shared 
new experiences in Vancouver. They delighted in each 
other's company and laughed easily. The grip of time was 
loosened and they were wrapped in "Gemütlichkeit"!  
 
Thank you, AIS and Vienna. 
 
 

 
Monk & Sunny Murdock Sonker and Nancy & Gary Fullerton 

 

 
Nancy and Sunny 

 
 
 
Valerie Levy (former French teacher): I moved to Prague 
when I retired from AIS in 1997 (after 26 years of teaching at 
AIS) to join my husband, Alan, who was the founding Editor-
in-Chief of The Prague Post. Alan passed away in 2004, but 
I have stayed on in this beautiful city. I keep busy translating 
(from Czech to English) and English word-editing an English 
language ethno musicological journal published by the 
Faculty of Humanities of Charles University in Prague. I also 
teach English to a class of Czech women as part of a 
program of the International Women‟s Association of 
Prague. In my spare time, I see friends, go to a gym, play 
mahjong, watch lots of movies and go to the opera as often 
as I can. 
 
Twice a year I visit my French family (my daughter, Monica, 
went to the French Lycee of Vienna and is now married to a 
Frenchman. They have two children. Monica is a math 
teacher in a lycee in France. I also visit my American family 
once a year: Erika (who attended AIS) and her husband and 
children live in New York, where Erika is an Assistant 
Professor of Speech and Language Pathology at Teachers 
College. 
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Parents 

Bette Bunger (former staff member and mother of 
Joseph Ried ´80 and Brad ´84):  
 

 
 

The Bunger family enjoyed a cruise to the Bahamas.  This 
picture was taken on the ship.  All of us would love to visit 
Vienna again.  We live in Texas.  
 
 
Maricela Noble (mother of Allan ´08): LCpl. Allan L. Noble, 
USMC came back safely from Afghanistan last February 16, 
2011.  His experience in Afghanistan was hard but fulfilling. 
His parents went to Camp Lejeune, North Carolina to receive 
their son with a big banner that said "Welcome Home".  Later 
in March, his friends and family gave him a welcome home 
reception at the National Museum of the Marine Corps 
located Triangle, Virginia.  During the celebration of his 
return, one of the museum coordinators approached Allan 
with a very special message and gift.  A retired Colonel, 
USMC sent Allan a beautiful box containing sand from Iwo 
Jima and a thank you note for his service in Afghanistan.  
 

 
Welcome home banner 

 
 

Allan received a Certificate of Commendation for his 
performance in Base Delaram and he was the only Data 
Marine from his Battalion receiving the Combat Action 
Ribbon.   Allan is now back and getting ready for his second 
deployment in August 2012.  Allan‟s personal comment after 
his return…”We really live in the land of Liberty, let‟s not take 
it for granted and treasure it always”. 
 
 
Susan M. Orr-Lesniewski (mother of Robert ´12, Stephan 
´13 and Alexandra ´17 Lesniewski): We always love to 
hear from Vienna, a place very special in our hearts.   
 
Robert is now a senior at Sandpoint High School in 
Sandpoint, Idaho and has enlisted in the US Marines 
following graduation in the delayed enlistment program. 
Stefan is a sophomore at Sandpoint High School and is 
playing soccer with their Junior Varsity team. Alexandra is 
now entering sixth grade. 
 
Robert still keeps in touch with Ernest Tseytler via e-mail 
and Skype, and Stefan has occasionally kept in touch with 
Thamer Al-Zayer.  Since we left Vienna we spent 2 years in 
Kuwait before moving to Idaho upon retirement from the 
Foreign Service, where we have a 14-acre farm.  Stefan 
raises prize-winning Berkshire pigs; Robert's Californian 
rabbits (which are excellent quality for meat, pelt and 
temperament) were Grand Champions at last summer's 
county fair and Alexandra raises Grand Champion Dairy 
Goats on our farm. We look forward to the county fair this 
summer to see what our efforts have produced. 
 
You can see what we have been up to and all the lovely 
barnyard creatures by viewing our website mtglenfarm.com. 
 
 
 
 

AIS Vienna Quiz 
 

 

Any idea what or where this is?  Please send your 
responses to alumni@ais.at.  With a bit of luck you can win 
an AIS alumni T-shirt. Thank you and viel Glück! 
 
 

http://mtglenfarm.com/
mailto:alumni@ais.at
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Share Your Information With Us... 
The AIS Vienna Globespotter welcomes news from all AIS 
alumni. To share information on your whereabouts, jobs, 
families, pets, sports, etc., please contact us at: 
alumni@ais.atH.  
 
For information on AIS, please visit our website www.ais.at.  
Last but not least, please do not forget to sign up on the 
alumni database. Thank you! 
 
 

Alumni Class Representatives 
Thank you all for representing your class so well!  For the 
complete list of Class Representatives, please click here 
(password: wienalumni). 
 
We still need Class Representatives for 1966 and 1968.  If 
you would like to be one please write to us at alumni@ais.at.  
 
 

 

mailto:alumni@ais.at
http://www.ais.at/
http://www.ais.at/page.cfm?p=523
https://www.ais.at/userlogin.cfm?pp=524&userrequest=false&keyrequest=YES
mailto:alumni@ais.at

