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Greetings from AIS • Vienna 
 
AIS Mission 
Our mission is to provide a culture of educational excellence, 

a nurturing environment, and an atmosphere of open 

communication.  We aim to prepare a diverse student body 

for higher education; to inspire our youth to realize their 

potential; to foster life-long learning, tolerance, personal 

integrity and democratic values; and to prepare our students 

to become responsible adults, with respect for different 

cultures and beliefs. 

A Message from the Director 
Dear AIS Alumni, 

AIS had a great start to the 2010-
2011 school year with lots of happy 
children and faculty.  As is tradition 
at AIS, the educational process is 
dynamic and we continue to make 
adjustments and develop curriculum 
to ensure that our students are 

prepared for a constantly changing world.  We continue to 
make every effort to keep AIS at the top of the list of premier 
schools in the world. 
 
We are committed to keeping you, the alumni of AIS, 
connected and informed - not only about the school but also 
with each other, no matter where you are in the world.  In the 
plans are small reunions / gatherings in the US this winter 
where I hope to meet some of you and hear about your 
experiences at AIS and beyond.  Otherwise, please don´t 
hesitate to drop by my office whenever you are in the near 
vicinity of the school. 
 
I wish you all a happy and successful new year!  
 
Dr. Carol Kluznik     

mailto:alumni@ais.at
http://www.ais.a/
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A Message from the Alumni Affairs Manager 
My dear alumni! 
    
Es ist so weit. As you can see, the 

next issue of the alumni newsletter, 

„Globespotter―, is online.  I would 

suggest for you to take your time 

while going through this edition.  

Just relax, pour yourself a cup of 

coffee or a glass of Gruener Veltliner, turn on your radio or 

―An der schoenen blauen Donau‖ by Johann Strauss on 

YouTube, turn off your cell phone, send your kids to play in 

the garden and think of the good old times you were in Mr. 

Carroll´s English class, casting for Mr. Marinucci´s fall play, 

Hans screaming at you because you were not running as 

fast as the rest of the class, Herr Auer not serving you the 

portion of Wiener Schnitzel you pointed at, Mr. Wazir 

announcing a surprise quiz, Mrs. Heedles asking you to sing 

a note higher and higher which caused your head to turn red 

and your hands to sweat, Mr. Glass greeting you with a 

friendly smile at the main entrance,  Herr Fischer shaking his 

head in disbelief since you still have not succeeded in 

understanding the difference between ―der‖, ―die‖ and ―das‖ 

after 2 semesters of hardcore German, etc …. 

Achtung! Attention! ¡Cuidado!  I am starting with an 
AIS•Vienna quiz. Twice a year (spring and fall) I will be 
posting a Vienna-related picture online which will display a 
place, person, item or event.  Your task will be to figure out 
who, where or what is on that picture and send me your 
answers via e-mail.   Amongst the correct responses I get, a 
recent AIS student will pull out a name from a hat.  The 
winner will then get a school T-shirt, sweatshirt or other 
goodies. A copy of the first Vienna picture can be found in 
this issue of the Globespotter too.  Good luck! 
 
As an AIS•Vienna alum, you are part of a very special 
community.  We will always be here to help and support you 
whenever and wherever we can.   We also appreciate all 
your support and look forward to your continued involvement 
with the AIS family.  If you have any questions concerning 
updating your address, tracking classmates, upcoming 
reunions, on-campus events or simply promoting the good 
name of our school, please contact us.  
 
Remember to drop by the school whenever you guys are in 
Vienna or the 19th district.  AIS keeps on changing 
constantly.  There is always something new to see or a 
teacher to visit.  Make an appointment with me and I will take 
you around while we reminisce about the past.   
 
Until we meet, Servus aus Salmannsdorf, 
 
Zeynep Gürkök-Müllner ´87     
 
 

AIS Today 
 
Knights in Action 2010-2011 

 
Upper Gym Floor 

 
Once again we are excited as we start a new school year. 
As always AIS will be competing in many tournaments in 
Austria and abroad. The main event here at AIS this year is 
from the 11th to the 13th of November when we are hosting 
both the ISST Varsity Girls Volleyball tournament and the 
SCIS Junior Varsity Boys Soccer tournament.  
 
However, this is not the only event: we will host 5 
tournaments and travel to 32!  
 
If you are in Vienna or planning on coming back for a visit 
this year please stop by AIS, say hello and cheer on your 
Knights.  
 
Also I would like to thank everyone who has supported the 
athletics program this year and in the past.  We truly are a 
model for many schools around Europe.  
 
Should you have any question for the athletics department or 
if you would just like know what is happening on campus, 
please feel free to drop me a line A.Harrison@ais.at (Andy 
Harrison, Athletics Director) 
 

 
High School JV Volleyball Team 

 
 
 

http://dict.leo.org/esde?lp=esde&p=HpZR0yYAA&search=Cuidado&trestr=0x8040
http://www.ais.at/page.cfm?p=713
mailto:A.Harrison@ais.at
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Admissions Office 

 

Nationality Breakdown for 2010/2011 

 

USA 224 

 

Burkina Faso 2 

Austrian 181 

 

Chinese 2 

Korean 47 

 

Colombian 2 

Israeli 30 

 

Czech 2 

British 25 

 

Egyptian 2 

Dutch 22 

 

Kazakh 2 

Italian 21 

 

Libyan 2 

Russian 21 

 

Lithuanian 2 

Canadian 20 

 

Montenegrin 2 

Swedish 19 

 

Norwegian 2 

Saudi Arabian 15 

 

Polish 2 

German 14 

 

Slovak 2 

South African 9 

 

Spanish 2 

Bulgarian 7 

 

Argentinian 1 

Hungarian 7 

 

Australian 1 

Malaysian 6 

 

Croatian 1 

Turkish 6 

 

Estonian 1 

Brazilian 5 

 

French 1 

Danish 5 

 

Greek 1 

Japanese 5 

 

Indian 1 

U.A.E 5 

 

Iranian 1 

Ukrainian 5 

 

Kuwaiti 1 

Irish 4 

 

Liechtenstein 1 

Omani 4 

 

Sudanese 1 

Romanian 4 

 

Syrian 1 

Finnish 3 

 

Venezuelan 1 

Swiss 3 

    
Total number of students:       756 
Total number of nationalities:   53 

 
Middle School 
Tune Give is an initiative by the Middle School Student 
Council to raise money for their charitable projects.  If you go 
to www.tunegive.org and click on the link to the iTunes store, 
a portion of your purchases will be automatically credited to 
the Middle School.  

 
In order for the Student Council to be credited you must go 
to the iTunes store through the Tune Give website. 
 
The International Baccalaureate (IB)  
Congratulations to the many students who successfully 
completed their IB exams.  Externally assessed work 
including major essays and exams plus internal coursework 
including portfolios, lab reports, projects and oral exercises 
were completed in the following subjects: English, German, 
Bulgarian, Norwegian, Russian, Japanese, Danish, and 
Korean A1, English and German A2, English, French, 
German, and Spanish B, History, Economics, Biology, 
Chemistry, Physics, Mathematics, Math Studies, Visual and 
Theater Arts. 
 
The following summarizes overall exam results for 2009/10: 
 

Candidates registered in the session 76 

Diploma and retake candidates registered 37 

Subject entries in the session 361 

Candidates who passed the diploma 35 

Average points obtained by passing candidates  34 

Highest diploma points awarded to a candidate 43 

Average grade obtained by passing candidates 5.32 

Number of candidates excluded from statistics 0 

 
The CAS program 

……. If you believe in something, you must not just think or 

talk or write, but must act (Peterson) 

My name is Marie-Hélène Manus. I have been working as a 
French teacher at AIS for 9 years, and for 3 years I have 
also held the position of a CAS Coordinator.  Our CAS 
program at AIS involves about 20 teachers or coaches who 
are advisors of the activities and 104 students.  I am 
responsible for the program and I report the students’ 
achievements to the IBO.  
 
As the coordinator of a team of advisors who give personal 
advice and support to each student, I provide students and 
advisors with the CAS requirements. I also organize 
activities in order to increase my contact to the students and 
to help them develop their own CAS programs.  
 
It is a very exciting and challenging position and I am going 
to explain very briefly what CAS stands for, what the 
students and I are doing in the CAS program. 
 
What is CAS?  Creativity, Action, Service is together with 
Theory of Knowledge (TOK) and the Extended Essay (EE) 
the core of the hexagon which represents the 6 groups that 
the IB students have to choose.  CAS involves students in 
experiential learning through a range of artistic, sporting, 
physical and service activities. IB students must do CAS for 
18 months (there should be a bare minimum of 
approximately 150 hours of activities) and they must keep a 
record of their reflections and show evidence. They are 

http://www.tunegive.org/
http://www.ais.at/hs/programs/ib/ib_intro_b.htm
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expected to carry out at least one CAS Long Term Service 
project in collaboration with other students. 
 
 
What are the CAS students doing? The mission statement 
of the IBO stresses that students should develop a personal 
value system which should guide their own lives as 
thoughtful members of local communities and the larger 
world. The aim of the involvement of the CAS students is 
exactly to help them develop an awareness and concern for 
their community, a sense of responsibility, and skills that will 
aid them in making effective contributions to society.  
 
 
The School Community: Many CAS students are involved 
in events like Open House or Parent Teacher Conferences. 
They also took part in many events of the PTF during the 
fall, e.g. picnic, Halloween Party and Flea market and 
contributed to the success of these events. The students 

participated in long term 
projects at AIS, e.g. providing 
tutoring services for younger 
students in the Middle and the 
Elementary Schools or to 
students of the High School 
who need support. Others 
assist in coaching a youth 

sports team or work with an existing service program such 
as the Boy Scouts. Of course many of them are involved in 
the Art and Music programs, play a sport as a member of a 
school team or participate in a school club, e.g. chess or 
dance, photography…. 
 
 
The Local Community of Vienna: Under the motto ―Think 

globally and act locally‖ I look for opportunities in Vienna to 

help the CAS students to develop a meaningful long term 

project with refugees and old people. Many students also 

volunteer to help local institutions in Vienna and regularly 

visit refugees’ homes, an orphanage and a home for older 

people. Every Monday a different group of about four 

students, accompanied by a supervising teacher, goes to the 

refugee home in Rossauer Lände. About 15 students and 5 

teachers are involved in this project. On these Mondays, the 

group spends an hour playing with the children of the asylum 

seekers living there in an attempt to better understand their 

situations as unwelcome foreigners in Vienna. The goal is to 

encourage connection with and integration between our 

international community and these displaced families. 

Another group visits refuges of the Kawan Haus on 
Saturdays. In November some students will help to organize 

an exhibition about their visit to Auschwitz last year in the 

Judisches Museum of Vienna. 

 

The World Community: Different groups are working with 

international organizations like Habitat for Humanity, 

Amnesty Youth and Water AID. In November eight students 

are going with me to attend and participate in the Hands On 

Student Involvement Conference (HOSIC) hosted by the 

International School of Helsinki. The topic this year is 

―Addicted‖. At the same time, other students are going to 

Berlin for Speech and Debate.  A week later, eighteen 

students are going to Portugal with Habitat for Humanity. 

Furthermore there is a key speaker from Water Aid coming 

to our school in November. In the following month we will be 

having a concert on Thursday evening, December 2 in favor 

of the AIDS Haus in Vienna. Our students are involved in the 

bigger world and its challenges.  

 

What do I do?  My first responsibility is to organize the start 
of the program at the beginning of the new school year. In 
August I met the CAS seniors and the new IB Juniors and I 
explained to them the main guidelines of the CAS program.  
I provided students with aims, goals and examples of 
reflections and I explained how to use the electronic CAS 
Journal which is a fabulous tool in order to record the 
activities and the reflections.  As a Kickoff event, I organized 
a service weekend in the National Park Kalkalpe. It was a 
great experience that we would like to repeat next year. 
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The Service Weekend in the National Park Kalkalpe 

 
CAS means doing an activity along with sessions of 
reflection. This is why the students receive a link to their 
online CAS journal (aisat.managebac.com) in order to log 
their activities and to reflect on them. I have to approve the 
activity and each supervisor has to accept the descriptions 
and reflections of the students. This is when I can recognize 
the activity as completed. This new Record Book has not 
only eliminated paperwork and saved time, but it also 
inspires our students. 
 
 
During the semesters I set up review periods for students 
with discussions on their development, and I help them with 
activity providers both inside and outside school.  At the end 
of each semester, I write comments in the reports cards in 
order to provide the parents and the students with feedback 
on their progress.  At the end of the second year I make the 
final decision on completion, which is reported to the IB 
regional office after the students have written a final 
evaluation. 
 
 
Conclusion:  Our CAS students are participating in a lot of 
activities and projects which seek to deepen their knowledge 
and understanding of the world around them and to make 
connections between their intellectual and social 
development. Thank you to everyone who makes it possible 
that our CAS program can offer the students a challenging 
and enjoyable program.  All these activities aim to develop 
the attributes described in the IB learner profile like 
―reflective thinkers‖, ―willing to accept new challenges and 
new roles‖, ―active participants in projects‖….. I wish all my 
students wonderful two years with CAS and good memories 
for their future! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Look at AIS Then 

 
Recognize anybody here? 

 

 
AIS cheerleaders in the 80s 

 

 
AIS in the 70s 
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Salmannsdorferstrasse Entrance in the 70s 

Look at AIS Now 

AIS School Buildings to the Left, Soccer Field to the Right … 

Keylwerthgasse Entrance (Bus Lot) 

Direction Signs in front of the High School Building 

High School Entrance 

The Bubble (Tennis Courts) 
 

Upper Gym Hallway 
 

The Villa, Middle School and Amphitheater 
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A Classroom 
 

We Recycle 

 
 
Fire Safety Drill for the Faculty and Staff 
Shortly before school opened, all faculty and staff members 
participated in a fire-safety exercise.  In the event of an 
emergency, we hope to enjoy professional help too! 
 

 
Teachers prepare to extinguish the blaze 

 

 
Dr. Carol Kluznik 

 
 
 
 

 
Ms. Sherri Spelic 

 
 
 
 

 
Ms. Beverly Carroll 
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Time to Say Goodbye 

 
 
The Graduation Speech by Mr. Ian Dorton (HS Social 
Studies / Secondary School Assistant Principal): 
 
―Class of 2010, Parents of the Class of 2010, grandparents, 
aunts, uncles, brothers, sisters and friends of the class of 
2010, honored guests, elementary and secondary teachers 
of the class of 2010, and other management and staff who 
have supported and enjoyed the class of 2010 in so many 
ways, welcome . . . wow, that was a long introduction – but 
you didn’t really think that you were going to get a simple 
―Class of 2010‖ did you?  It’s well known that I rarely say in 
six words what I can stretch out to 50, but I promise you that 
this will not be a long speech. 
 
Firstly, I would like to thank the class of 2010 for giving me 
the honor of speaking to you all tonight.  This is a 
momentous occasion for them and the opportunity to be a 
part of it and to share it with them is a precious gift, so thank 
you.  I have calculated that I have taught 74.5454% of them 
over the past two years and so I think it gives me some 
statistical validity to talk about them as a group, and to talk to 
them about their futures. 
 
My speech tonight has three strands.  They are community, 
the future and, not surprisingly, to those who know me or 
have been taught by me, ducks.   
 
And, just as a warning, there will also be a certain amount of 
exercise involved since, as a teacher, I know that movement 
can defer boredom, and I don’t want you to be bored. 
 
I would like to begin with the idea of community.  Community 
is defined as a group of people with a common background 
or with shared interests within a society.  In our case, we 
have both.  The common background is the school, AIS.   
 
 
The entire speech can be found on your alumni homepage. 
 
 

University and College Acceptances 2010 
Academy of Art University; Air Force Academy; Air Force 
ROTC; Amherst College; Arizona State University; University 
of Arizona; Arts University College; Bournemouth; Austin 
College; Bowdoin College; Boston College; Boston 
University; Brigham Young University; University of British 
Columbia; University of California at Berkeley; Catholic 
University of America; Christopher Newport University; City 
University London; Clemson University; Coventry University; 
University for the Creative Arts; De Montfort University; 
University of Delaware; Duke University; Durham University; 
Elon University; Emmanuel College; George Mason 
University; George Washington University; Georgetown 
University, Qatar; Goldsmiths, University of London; 
University of Bristol; University of British Columbia; 
University College London; University of Derby; University of 
Edinburgh; University of Exeter; Harvard University; 
University of Hertfordshire; Hiram College; Ithaca College; 
James Madison University; University of Kent; Lancaster 
University; University of Leeds; Lewis and Clark College; 
University of Manchester; Manchester Metropolitan 
University; Manhattan College; Marymount University; 
University of Michigan; Michigan State University; MODUL 
University Vienna; University of Miami; Middlebury College; 
New York University; University of North Carolina; 
Greensboro; Northeastern University; University of North 
Carolina at Wilmington; University of North Texas; University 
of Nottingham; University of Pennsylvania (Roy and Diana 
Vagelos Program); Philadelphia University; Pomona College; 
The University of Portsmouth; Queen Mary, London; 
Rensselaer Polytechnic Institute; Rice University; Richmond 
University of London; Royal Holloway, University of London; 
University of Sheffield; Skidmore College; University of 
Southern California; Southern Methodist University; 
University of St. Andrews; St. John’s University; St. Joseph’s 
University; Southwestern University; Stonehill College; 
University of Southampton; SUNY Oswego; Temple 
University; Texas Christian University; Texas Tech 
University; University of Toronto; Utah State University; 
Virginia Polytechnic Institute; University of Virginia; 
University of Warwick; Washington University, St. Louis; 
Webster University; Wellesley College; West Virginia 
University; Williams College; Worcester Polytechnic Institute; 
University of Wyoming; University of York. 
 

 
Mr. Greg Moncada (HS Principal) also said goodbye to AIS 

http://www.ais.at/page.cfm?p=406
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Retiring Teachers 

 
Rosemary ―Ms. P‖ Pillarella – HS Art 

 
Margrit „Hagi― Hagmüller – MS German 

  Gero Reinitzer – HS Mathematics 

  Bradley Richards – MS/HS Technology Integration Specialist 
 
 

 

 
Kay Kruk – Grade 3 

  Patricia Richards – ES Physical Education / Health 

 
 
 

Sad Farewells 
 
Mr. Ashton J. O'Donnell, former President of the AIS Board 
in 1964, who oversaw the groundbreaking and construction 
on what we still call the "new" school in Salmannsdorf 
passed away in July 2010.  He was a very honorable man 
whose memory will be cherished by generations to come. 
 
 
Heather Cooke, Class of 2005, passed away on 26 May 
2010.  She was a caring, understanding, brave, inspiring and 
very special person.  Rest in peace Heather, we will miss 
you!  
 
 
Mike ´88 and Brian ´91 Shea: "It is with great sadness that 
we report that our Mother, Judith Shea, passed away this 
afternoon (24 May 2010) after battling cancer.  She passed 
peacefully in her home, surrounded by family.  We would like 
to thank the hundreds of well-wishers for their kind words.  It 
is comforting to know how strongly she was revered by so 
many".  Judy was a teacher at AIS in the 70s, 80s and 90s 
(left in 1996), was loved by her students and highly 
respected by her colleagues.  We will miss you!  
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Ingrid and Lockwood Barr, Mary and Dave Miller, Pat Gorman and Peter 

Dawson (all former AIS staff & faculty members) gathered in memoriam of 
Mrs. Shea – picture taken by James Gorman Jr. ´87 

 
It is with sadness that we report the death of Herta Thoermer 
(21 April 2010). Ms. Thoermer worked from 1977 to 2007 in 
the Business Office as the Assistant Business Manager.  
Our thoughts at this time are with her sons Ben and Thomas 
and her family.  
 
Mark Eblan, Class of ´75, passed away on 22 January, 
2010.  His brother Mead ´73 put together a group on 
Facebook, called "Mark Eblan RIP", where family and friends 
can share memories and photos. Servus Mark - we will miss 
you.  
 
Ronald Steven Sellke, 58, of Evanston, Illinois, passed away 
10 December, 2009 after a courageous 9-month battle with 
lung cancer, radiation, and chemotherapy. Mr. Sellke was a 
High School math teacher at AIS since the fall of 2006.  He 
will be dearly missed. 
 
 
 

Upcoming Alumni Events 
 
2011 Annual School Reunion hosted by AIS 
Date will be announced in due time. 
 

Recent Alumni Events 
May 2010 Reunion hosted by AIS Vienna 

 

 
Taha, Heather, Erik, Chris, Courtney   

 
Dr. Köck and Rafael 

  Hind, Ayse, Johanna and Karin 
 

 
Mrs. Störi and Pia 

  Class of 79/80 
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Mr. and Mrs. Glass 

 
Zeynep and Niki giving a school tour   

 
Class of 79/80 with Madame Rummerlhardt 

  Ms. Winner, Mrs. and Mr. Gutmann 

 
Mrs. Dodge and Heather 

 

 
Mrs. Hartwig and Courtney   

 

 
Mrs. Karen Murray and AIS music students 

 
 
The Class of 1980 Reunion, Vienna, May 2010 
The Class of ´80 and some members of the Class of ´79 got 
together in Vienna from May 28 till 30, 2010 to celebrate 
their 30th reunion. The organizing team consisted of Irene 
(Meier) Moser, Shahrzad (Sherri) Banihashemi, Nevart 
(Kankashian) Dakessian Karen (Birk) Thomas and Maya 
(Cienovic) Goldenberg. We started off on an elegant note 
with a reception in the Albertina, to end the Friday evening 
with a classical „Bratwurst― at the „Wurstelstand― behind the 
state opera.   
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The next day, various activities at AIS (AIS annual flea 
market) provided a good framework for visiting the school „in 
action―, -at least as far as Saturdays go with the families and 
kids going to AIS today-, followed by a special BBQ for 
alums outside the cafeteria. Many present and former 
students and teachers showed up.   The AIS orchestra 
played fabulous music inside the cafeteria (we were very 
impressed!) Former German teacher Günther Köck 
attempted a waltz to the tunes of Strauss, but as it was not 
the ball season in Vienna no one rushed in to join him! We 
were shown through AIS by a very motivated AIS alumni 
team who were patient enough to answer all the questions 
we had (thirty years is a long time). We ended the reunion 
day with a dinner in a Heuriger in the midst of the Grinzinger 
vineyards, enjoying great company and an excellent 
panoramic view of Vienna.  
 
A big thank-you to AIS for helping make the reunion special! 
 

 
Class of 79/80 at a “Grinzinger Heuriger” 

 
The Class of 1990 Reunion, Vienna, September 2010 
Vienna-based members of the Class of ´90 got together on 
23 September 2010 to celebrate their 20th reunion.  We had 
a fun evening at the Palmenhaus. It was great to see 
everyone after all these years and in a small group; we could 
talk and catch up on everyone's news! 
 

 
Avi Wassermann, Leila (Pasic) Dalbokov, Carina (Satke) Ausserlechner, 

Georg Melzer, Peter Gralek and Nicolas Veltze 

 

Alumni in the Spotlight 
 
 

 
Deputy Rick Chaeff (to the right) - Class of ´78 

 
Two Santa Clara County sheriff's deputies came to the 
rescue of a 17-day old infant who stopped breathing. 
 
 
When the girl, Isys, stopped breathing at about 7 a.m. on 21 
June, her grandmother rushed her to the hospital. On the 
way, she saw two sheriff's department patrol cars parked 
outside a local restaurant.  The grandmother ran into the 
restaurant calling out for help. 
 
 
Deputies Rick Chaeff (Class of ´78) and Mike Laddy, who 
were in the restaurant, called for emergency crews and 
rushed to the parking lot to help. 
 
 
Chaeff, a tactical medical team leader for the county SWAT 
team and an expert in CPR, began trying to get the infant to 
breathe again. Laddy coordinated the response of the 
emergency medical team and directed them to the parking 
lot. 
 
 
Once the baby was resuscitated, she was taken by 
ambulance to the hospital, where she has recovered fully. 
 
 
Thank you Rick, we are so proud of you!  
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Alumni in the News 
 
 Caroline Sieber ('00) was named the best-dressed 
woman in the world by fashion bible Tatler magazine.  See 
the coverage on Mail Online.  She arrived at AIS as an 8th 
Grader in ´95 and stayed until graduation. She now works as 
a brand ambassador for Chanel in London.   

 

 
Caroline 

 
Diana Orgovanyi-Hanstein ´91 married Johannes "Aki" 
Schwarzenberg, son of the former Czech Republic foreign 
minister.  Two royal families tied the knot in a very traditional 
wedding with ―Dirndl and Tracht‖ costumes in Steiermark. 
 

 
Johannes and Diana 



Herbert Nitsch ´88 is the new testimonial for the Swiss 
Watchmaker Breitling.  He is a free diving world champion as 
well as an airline pilot for Tyrolean Airlines.  In November 
this year Herbert will attempt to break his own world 
record, as he tries to reach a depth of 300 meters. He’ll do it 
on only one breath, shrinking his lungs to the size of a tennis 
ball.  Take a look at his website: The Deepest Man on Earth. 
 

 
Herbert 

 

 Nicole Schuerer ('04) continues to be tasteful in artistic 
expression.  Do you have a portrait of yourself or your loved 
ones hanging somewhere in your house? If yes, imagine that 
portrait being out of pure chocolate.   In her chocolate 
artwork, Nicole aims to capture facial expressions with this 
unusual medium. She came across chocolate in 2005.  By 
developing a unique preservation technique she has 
managed to make her chocolate paintings imperishable.  
Enjoy these lovely paintings at Nicole's website and maybe 
have one done for you, Nic Art.  
 
 

    
Chocolate paintings by Nicole 

 
 

 Katharina Steininger (´99) is a popular moderator on 
Austrian TV.  She is perfect in making her interview partners 
feel comfortable, which results in very frank talks.  You can 
watch many of her interviews on YouTube.   
 
 

    
Left: Kathi interviewing Dr. Heinz Fischer (President of Austria)  
Right: Kathi interviewing Christoph Waltz (Oscar winning actor) 

 
Shabnam Rezaei ´91, co-founder of an animation 
studio, has been named Canadian Woman Entrepreneur of 
the Year 2009 at the sixth annual Stevie Awards for Women 
in Business in New York. 
 
Shabnam co-founded Big Bad Boo Studios in Yaletown with 
her husband Aly Jetha after the two created the animated 
Babak and Friends, a direct-to-DVD story about an Iranian 
boy torn between his Iranian and American lives. 
 
That success spurred Iranian-born Rezaei and her husband 
to create Big Bad Boo and a series of 13 half-hour shows 
called Mixed Nutz. In that series, children from different 
backgrounds who end up at the same school in the United 
States learn how to be proud of who they are — and that 
they aren’t that different after all. 
 

http://www.dailymail.co.uk/tvshowbiz/article-1247415/Whos-new-Tatler-girl-Unknowns-make-mark-style-bibles-best-dressed-Top-10--including-girl-loves-Harrods-doughnuts.html
http://www.herbertnitsch.com/
http://nicole.schuerer.co.at/tl/index.php
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You can find the rest of the article in the November 16th 
edition of the Vancouver Sun. 
 
 

 
Shabnam and Aly 

 

Alumni Websites 
 
Alexander ´95 and Nicholas ´99 Trieb:   
www.tripwolf.com 
 
Ana Tajder ´93:  
www.tajder.com 
 
Andrew Simon ´70: 
www.andyshop.at 
 
Danielle Kaplan ´89: 
www.danielleoriginals.com 
 
Georg Melzer ´90: 
www.wild-sau.at 
 
James Hersey ´07:  
www.jamesherseymusic.com 
 
Jessica Abbott-Williams ´83:  
www.brushstrokestudio.com 
 
Julia Heller ´94:  
juliaheller.com 
 
Julie McMaster (Hall) ´95: 
www.creativecakesbyjulie.com 

 
Katharina Steininger ´99:  
planetlife.tv (type in Steininger) 
 
Michel Baghdassarian ´86: 
www.ambrosia-catering.at 
 
Mirela Bustrevic ´94: 
www.mabushphotography.com 
 
Mohammad Baghaeiyazdi ´92:  
www.health19.at 
 

Nina Sauer ´95: 
www.charlotterobere.at 
 
Ryder Carroll ´98: 
lightcage.com 
 
Shannon Leigh (Slopey) ´00: 
www.shannonleighdesigns.blogspot.com 
 
Stefanie Pschill ´97: 
fawni.com 
 
Thomas Zlabinger ´89: 
www.myspace.com/tomzlabinger 
 
Stella Hiesmayr ´89:  
www.c-stella.com 
 
 

Globespotter Mailbag 
 

From the 60s 
 
Jenny Pritchard (Stokes) ´64:  I have three children and 
six grandchildren. We have lived in Cornwall for many years 
now.   I returned to England from Vienna in 1962 and after 
school trained as a Norland nurse, although I spent most of 
my time in the agricultural world while being mainly a full 
time mum. I was at AIS for about two years and I would so 
love to be able to contact friends from then, in particular, the 
Eiland twins from Alabama. 
 
Lynda K. Laun ´65:  I hear from Dana Kiersch Haycock at 
Christmas time. Would love news about Florence and Alex 
Mehdevi.  
 
Dwight Magnuson ’66:  Bachelor and Master’s degrees in 
Engineering.  Worked couple of years for the Tennessee 
Valley Authority in Knoxville.  Taught engineering for 8 
years, establishing an alternative energy option at the State 
Technical Institute at Knoxville.  In 1982 started my own 
solar design firm and kept the doors open for 3 years.  
Worked for company consulting in the radio and television 
arena; on my own again 2 years later.  Built 3 
communications towers for lease along with engineering 
consulting in the same field for 10+ years.  Retired in 1997 at 
50 after losing my wife to cancer. Two children: Jon and 
Carrie and two grandkids.  Relocated to Boise in 1998; 
married in 2001 to Brenda (and 2 step children, Kendra and 
Heather).  Enjoy flying my 1946 Luscombe, volunteering at 
Arches N.P., skiing and mountain biking. 
 
George Hoff '67: After more than 30 years at the Canadian 
Broadcasting Corporation I've taken my winnings and moved 
on. I'm producing municipal election coverage for a Toronto 
TV station and then I'll be producing a couple of 
documentaries for a 60 Minutes style program in Canada 
called W5. I spent the summer in Europe. I didn't get to 

http://www.vancouversun.com/business/Animation+studio+tales+kids+lands+award+founder/2230079/story.html
http://www.tripwolf.com/de/
http://www.tajder.com/
http://www.andyshop.at/
http://www.danielleoriginals.com/
http://www.wild-sau.at/
http://www.jamesherseymusic.com/
http://www.brushstrokestudio.com/
http://juliaheller.com/
http://www.creativecakesbyjulie.com/CCBJ/HOME.html
http://planetlife.tv/
http://www.ambrosia-catering.at/
http://www.mabushphotography.com/
http://www.health19.at/H19_TEAM.html
http://www.charlotterobere.at/
http://lightcage.com/
http://www.shannonleighdesigns.blogspot.com/
http://fawni.com/
http://www.myspace.com/tomzlabinger
http://www.c-stella.com/
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Vienna opting for a few weeks in Spain and then up to 
Norway. My son teaches there and we spent the summer 
getting to know our first grandchild, Sophia. There is another 
due any day now! 
 
Robert "Fig" Newton ´67:  Lives on a remote island off 
Vancouver Island in British Columbia, Canada.  He spends 
most of his time in the garden tending his veggies, orchard, 
and vineyard.  Otherwise, he practices violin and organizes a 
concert series for the community.  Check out what is 
happening on Denman Island at artsdenman.com. 
 

 
Fig 

 
 

Edgar Th. Portisch ´68:  As quite a few from the class of 

'68 were moved to pursue a rather individualist life, I don’t 

really distinguish myself from their various endeavors. I have 

one daughter and a grand-daughter living in Germany. I 

have one son, much younger, with a girlfriend from 

Madagascar.  As such, I have obviously been adopted within 

the wide and far-flung clan-structure of Madagascar. I came 

to this after the experiences of government service within the 

European Union. I have now done 8 years of experimental 

agriculture, i.e. the introduction of feasible plants not yet 

cultivated here.  There are quite large perspectives for 

that......, if the model of a better world can be upheld beyond 

all the odds facing us, one and all. 

 

Joan Wiener Jones ´68: I am still in constant touch with Liz 

Good and Mike Nassie, not to mention my three siblings - 

Ann, Robert and Paul.  I've also been in touch with Warren 

Brickell and Gad Shimron, as well as Stephanie Wooton and 

her family.  We saw Milo Filip last summer (2009) for the first 

time since Vienna in the 1950's/60's.  I am married and have 

four children - two boys and two girls.  The oldest two are 

married (Josh and Vera). 

 
Joan giving a speech 

 

 

Sylvia Longoria (Anderson) ´68:  After studying Ethnology 

at the University of Vienna (along with Annemieke Broeshart 

- now Mecke), I ended up moving to the US in 1975.  The 

first 3 years I lived in Pasadena, CA and worked at USC, - 

first in the administration and then as a curator. Great times. 

After the birth of my son Tommy in 1979, my first husband 

and I moved to Houston, TX.  Somehow, I am still living 

here, 31 years later  (except for a 2 year stay in Versailles, 

France in the eighties, which was wonderful, of course...)   I 

have never gotten used to the heat and humidity, but 

otherwise it is not a bad place to live. 

Fortunately, I visit Vienna almost every year and see friends 

and family.  I love to travel and wish I could do more of it.  I 

have worked as a translator and interpreter in various 

environments.  My favorite translation assignments were for 

the Leopold Museum in Vienna.  During my visits to Vienna, 

I have also worked in the archives, doing research for 

restitution.  In Houston I worked for a local school district for 

many years.  Now my second husband and I have our own 

small business.  It's lots of work and we work from home.  

 

 
Sylvia and Ralph 

 
 

http://artsdenman.com/
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10 years ago, I ended up with 3 lovely step-daughters, now 

all grown up.  My son works for the World Affairs Council in 

Houston and as for the girls, one is becoming a physician 

assistant, the second one is teaching English in Indonesia 

and the third one is a college student at St. Edwards in 

Austin.  My husband Ralph is on a liver transplant list, but 

undaunted and doing quite well most of the time. 

As to AIS contacts, Annemieke and I talk almost weekly.  

She even goes and checks on my aunt in the nursing home 

in Vienna very frequently...  Dennis Snower kindly showed 

my son hospitality in London, when my son lived there as a 

student. Joanne (Scheuer) Cameron is another contact and 

lives in Ottawa, Canada. It will be great to hear from other 

classmates.  Hopefully, this will help! 

Susan Soloyanis ´68:  I attended AIS for 7th grade in the 

school year 1963-64. I was also a Heim student. Since then, 

I have become a geologist and I work in the field of 

environmental cleanup. I live in the mountains west of 

Colorado Springs and enjoy reading, birding, gardening and 

travel. I discovered a few years ago that a fellow Heim 

student that year, a senior, Eve Tilley, lives only a few miles 

away in Old Colorado City. It is truly a small world. 

Craig Anne (Roberts) Heflinger ´69: Greetings from 

Nashville, Tennessee.  I have been promoted to Full 

Professor and am Associate Dean for Graduate Education at 

Peabody College of Vanderbilt University.   

On a personal note, Scott and I are about to become 

grandparents! Our daughter Christi and her husband Phillip 

Hage (living in Ferndale, MI) are expecting next spring! 

David Formanek ´69:  Since AIS times, an age ago, I have 

mostly been working in art, both as an artist and in museums 

as designer or curator. But for the last three years I have 

been writing an extensive verse memoir of life in Vienna 

during the Kennedy years, and I expect to begin the fourth 

and last this November. You may read the first book, The 

Little Germaniad, on twitter.com/formanex, where I have 

been serializing it while I look for a publisher. It covers 

events 50 years ago, including the AIS groundbreaking, 

President Kennedy’s summit conference, and our narrow 

escape from the GDR a few days before the Berlin Wall went 

up. 

I see a few alumni in the Boston area, and a few more on 

Facebook.com; I neglect my Classmates.com account 

because it is too slow.  

I have been married to Susan Medyn since 1980, and our 

two children are grown, or nearly so. They have all attended 

one or two AIS reunions in Vienna. The photo shows us at 

Anthea’s graduation from Georgetown University with her 

new MPP. She is getting married next year. Alex is in his last 

year of high school, and playing 8-10 hours of trumpet each 

week. I am happy to report that my father, John Formanek, 

is living in Jacksonville, Florida, and my mother in New York 

City. It would be a delight to hear from any of you who knew 

us. I am not too hard to find on the internet, although there 

now seem to be at least 15 others who share my name. I 

generally answer e-mails at formanex@rcn.com, and 

messages on www.facebook.com. Best wishes to all, I hope 

you have had happy lives! 

 
David, Susan, Anthea and Alex 

 
Jeff Oshins '69:  I was married and divorced.  I have a son 

named Leland.   Lately, I've been doing all the things I 

wanted to when I was young -- I've had a novel published 

(www.12novel.com) and am in a band called A Pocketful that 

has a CD out (www.myspace.com/a_pocketful). I live in 

beautiful Santa Barbara and do a lot of work with non-profits 

as a grant writer. 

Larry OConnor '69:  Living in Lynden WA, the far northwest 

corner of the United States. Director of Development for 

Granbury Restaurant Solutions of Grapevine, Texas. 4 

children ages 24-36, 4 grandchildren ages 1 month to 11 

years. 

Sandy Kiefer ´69:  I live in Boston and still love speaking 

German. I am a cellist and run a business which is called 

Copley Chamber Players. I wrote a children´s newspaper 

column called ―Imagine That‖ for ten years. I have hiked 600 

miles of the Appalachian Trail, which I really enjoyed, am 

physically very fit and am single. I loved being at AIS. 

 
From the 70s 
 
Andy Simon ´70:   I have been employed at the Vienna City 
Archives for 30 years, doing music, writing and painting in 
my free time.  Nowadays I sometimes combine all three in 

http://twitter.com/formanex
mailto:formanex@rcn.com
http://www.facebook.com/
http://www.12novel.com/
http://www.myspace.com/a_pocketful
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performances, which are usually highlighted by my wearing 
humongous, strangely colored hippie-like wigs.   
 

 
Andy 

 

Gael Morgan ´71:  When I was studying music in Vienna, 

my dream was to become "the world's greatest violinist".  I 

left the Lycee Francais for AIS so I could graduate sooner 

and pursue my music studies harder.  Who would have 

guessed that, instead decades later, I'd become a licensed 

acupuncturist?!   But care giving for our beloved mother 

during her valiant and cheerful fight with cancer turned me in 

a whole new direction: acupuncture and energy healing are 

fascinating!  By the way, my mother, Margaret Morgan, 

taught at AIS for 2 years high school English and was a lot of 

fun.  "Mrs. Morgan, are you aware that your shoes don't 

match?   You're wearing one navy shoe and one brown 

shoe."    "You're the first student to notice, I'm so proud of 

you!   There's so much to see if we pay attention!"   (Actually, 

she had rushed off to work in a great hurry that morning). 

Fast-forward 40 years: I've been living in Gainesville, Florida 

for 3 decades, where our family moved when we finally left 

Vienna. Both parents have long since died, but my sister 

Anne still lives nearby, with her husband.  I've been divorced 

for 12 years and live with Merlin, my bouncy white standard 

poodle.  In addition to doing acupuncture (specializing in 

NAET allergy treatments, highly effective, Florida is the 

pollen capitol of the country!)  I have been painting acrylics, 

which has given me a lot more respect for skilled artists! 

Five years ago I started a daily practice of Qigong (which 

means, "cultivating one's energy") and can highly 

recommend it to all aging Baby Boomers:  my energy and 

overall well-being now far surpass previous decades.  I'm 

also a much happier person, as a direct result of Qigong.  It 

is the best "health insurance", and it's free! 

Barbara and Joan Porter are the only classmates I've stayed 

in touch with.  What's happened to everyone else?   I still 

fondly remember our wonderful English teacher, Jack Hill, 

who died of brain cancer a year or two after we graduated. 

And I remember that our graduation was colorful: we all 

dressed up in our various countries' "native costumes."  I 

miss Vienna, and if there is a 40th reunion, I'll try to come. 

By the way, my sister Anne and I were just in Chicago 

visiting relatives, and we were thrilled to learn that there was 

a Julius Meinl nearby!  We rushed there for breakfast and 

were thrilled to see all the Meinl coffees...Heaven! 

 
Gael and Anne 

 
Esther Rothblum ´72:  She is now in her 28th year as a 
professor (23 years at the University of Vermont and 5 years 
at San Diego State University) and has edited close to 30 
books.  Her most recent book, The Fat Studies Reader, was 
reviewed in The New Yorker, The New York Times, MS 
Magazine and the Sueddeutsche Zeitung, among others. 
 
 
Karin Whetstone Culter ´72:  My husband Dave and I 

recently retired from teaching here in Greeley, Colorado. I 

taught 2nd and 3rd grades for 30plus years and still do some 

subbing. Our daughter Sarah is a 3rd grade teacher in 

Denver and son Daniel is a firefighter in Cheyenne, 

Wyoming. We enjoy life in our beautiful state of Colorado; 

skiing and snowshoeing in the winter, hiking and biking in 

the summer. I have many fond memories of our years in 

Vienna, but unfortunately I'm not in touch with anyone.  

 
Richard Bonomo ´74: I was at AIS for a very short time: 
from January to June of 1973!   After graduating from my 
fourth high school, Camp Lejeune High School aboard 
Marine Corps Base Camp Lejeune, North Carolina, USA, I 
attended the Case Institute of Technology in Cleveland, Ohio 
for 4 years, getting a B.Sc. degree in Electrical Engineering.  
After that I went to the University of Wisconsin in Madison, 
Wisconsin, for graduate school, getting a M.Sc. degree in 
Engineering.  I fulfilled all of the requirements for a Ph.D. as 
well after many years, but have yet to finish my dissertation 
because of difficulties with my experiment.  I wound up 
staying at the UW-Madison, and am employed as a 
researcher and laboratory manager.   I am single by 
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vocation, and am kept busy with things at work, at church, 
and, most recently, settling into a home I bought late last 
year.  I very recently managed to re-establish some contact 
with some of my AIS school mates. 
Bob Clark ´75:  After graduating from AIS in 1975, I ended 
up in rural Oregon.  I have been in Pendleton, the home of 
the top USA Rodeo, for the past 26 years.  My educational 
background is an MSW, LCSW ~ Masters Degree in Social 
Work, Licensed.  I have had a private practice in Pendleton 
for 26 years and do psychotherapy, marriage counseling, 
mental health evaluations, etc and love my job.  Vienna is 
still at home in my heart.  I loved my 30th high school 
reunion in Vienna in 2005.  To learn about the Pendleton 
authentic Wild West Rodeo go to  pendletonroundup.com. 
  

 
Bob 

 

Deborah Mansell (Dullaghan) ´75:  Married Mike Mansell in 
1983 and "inherited" two lovely step-children Mike (35) and 
Melissa (33). We have two of our own, Anna (25 - Seattle) 
and Eric (23-Milwaukee). I went to college when Eric went to 
kindergarten and earned my degree in art/graphic 
design/advertising. I have been working for Farm & Fleet for 
11 years producing advertising materials. We built seven 
homes but currently rent. I have maintained some contact 
with David Hoelzinger. I volunteer at our local performing 
arts center and dabble with creating new artwork from time 
to time which can be seen (and is for sale) on my facebook 
page. I enjoy time with my step-kids and their three children. 
  

    
Debbie, her husband, Eric and Anna 

 

Peter Loy ´75:  Still great friends, Bob Clark and Peter Loy 

spent time in July at the Umatilla Native American Pow Wow 

near Bob's home town of Pendleton Oregon. Peter, along 

with his wife and two sons, flew out from their home in the 

Netherlands to go to the Pow Wow with Bob for the third 

time in four summers. 

 

 
Bob and Peter at Hamley's Steak House in Pendleton 

 

Renée Price ´75:  After graduating from AIS, I studied art 
history at the University of Vienna; BA from Barnard College; 
MA from Columbia University.  Since 1997 I am the director 
of the ―Neue Galerie‖ New York, a museum in a landmarked 
building, on the Museum Mile (www.neuegalerie.org). I run 
the administration, curate exhibitions and develop products 
for our design store.  Gerard Mertikian is my special friend 
from AIS and remains so until today. 

 
Renée 

Lourdes Lopez ‘76: A small reunion took place at my 
house in Manhattan, New York: 

 
Sitting (left to right): Carol Dumaine '76, Lourdes Lopez '76, Eran Broshy 

'76 (graduated '75). Standing (left to right): Barbra Rabson '76 (graduated 

'75), Carolyn Widmer '75, Michael Sesich faculty 1972-77, Thaddeus Troy 

'76, and Ali Hocek '76 (graduated '75) 

http://pendletonroundup.com/
http://www.neuegalerie.org/
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Tamara Bihuniak Bergen ´76:  Married Freddy Bergen, 
also class of 1976, who passed away in 2004.  I then moved 
from Southbury, Connecticut to Cape Coral, Florida with my 
two daughters, Sophie and Nicole.  We love it here!  Sophie 
is now a massage therapist; Nicole is homeschooled and 
would like to be a photographer.  I am building a travel and 
information website about Cape Coral called: www.come-to-
cape-coral.com. 
 

 
Tamara with her 2 daughters 

 
Danny Price ´77: I am happy to share some ancient history. 
I was at AIS for middle school from 1970-72.  After leaving 
Vienna I lived in Stuttgart, Mexico City, Illinois and Nova 
Scotia before meeting the love of my life. A beautiful Polish-
Canadian girl! 
 
I have pursued a career as a periodontist and am the father 
of 3 great kids who love the outdoors.  Professionally, I have 
served as president of my specialty for Canada and an 
examiner for the Royal College of Dentists.  We currently live 
in St John's Newfoundland, Canada with lots of fishing, 
camping and skiing around us. 
 
I do hope this finds all my fine classmates happy and 
healthy. Life is what we make of it and joy is not an accident!  
All the best to all my AIS friends and classmates. 
 

 
Danny 

David P. Kohler ´78:     I thoroughly enjoyed attempting to 
catch up on the 37 year gap in our lives (which quite 
honestly seems like it was just the other day that we were all 
at AIS) during a wonderfully fun mini-reunion in Grinzing.    
 

 
Robert Hartung, Stephen Wilkinson, David and Anton “Tony” Wendrinsky 

 
 

 

Kari Gribble David ´78:  I went on to Gettysburg College, 

graduated, and married John David in 1982.  We had twin 

sons, Jason and Kevin, in 1984.  We went on to have our 

daughter, Kaitlyn, in 1989.  Kevin is a marine, in his second 

re-up and has a baby daughter, Kiersten...our pride and joy.  

Jason is thriving at his job and working towards his Masters 

Degree.  Kate has resumed her college classes and is also 

doing well. I have worked in a pediatrician’s office and as an 

English teacher here in Gaithersburg, Maryland.  My brother, 

Mark Gribble (1974) is with United Airlines and is married to 

Valerie (through marriage, Mark has a stepson Jason who 

married Sarah and have an adorable daughter, so Mark is, 

through marriage, an Opa to many, as Valerie comes from a 

large family).  The two of them are doing quite well and are 

always entertaining.  My sister, Sharon Gribble (1975), has 

been living in Arizona and is happy there.  She is quite the 

social one.  I'm still in contact with a lot of my classmates via 

Facebook.  My best friend that I met in 7th grade in Vienna, 

Lucy Barkanic Cadwallader, is my lifelong friend.   

 
 
Sean-Mun Liang ´78:  I have been married for 20 years now 
to Christel and to celebrate our anniversary, we will in fact 
come to Vienna (which will mean 32 years since I was last 
there).  We have 3 children Emma, Sonia & Max now aged 
18, 16 and 14.  After living for many years in Switzerland and 
a number of years in Asia, I am currently based in Sweden 
(the part of Sweden that's directly opposite Copenhagen i.e. 
Malmö). 

http://www.come-to-cape-coral.com/
http://www.come-to-cape-coral.com/
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The Liang family 

 
Just 1 month ago, I met Peter Rydeng in Copenhagen - we 

were in a couple of classes together from ´74-´75.  I've also 

met up with Marco Iansiti (had math classes together 76-77) 

although this was at least a dozen years ago at Harvard 

University.  The person I've seen most often is Tom 

Westberg.  We shared many classes together between ´74 

and 77 (physics, math, PE, ice hockey team etc.) but now 

have a tennis rivalry that goes back 30 years or so.  We play 

a match every few years now and the intensity is only 

increasing over time! 

    
   SeanMun and Peter ´77               SeanMun and Tom ´78 

 
Brett Specter ´79:  The last two years in my life have been 
quite momentous (in a good way!!).  Up until October 2008, 
Alison & I were based in Bristol, England. I continue to own 
two small businesses there. Alison is a play therapist who 
teaches at various universities and trains and supervises 
other professionals.  Starting in October of 2008, we 
rewarded our years of hard work with a year-long traveling 
spree, spending over 3 months in Asia, another 4 months in 
Central and South America and finally 2 months in the US 
and Canada. It was wonderful... After our travels, we 
decided to have a base in Spain. We still work in the UK but 
we "live" in the sunshine! Very thankful for Easyjet and other 
budget airlines that make this possible. 
 
This past April, Alison & I tied the knot in New York's Central 
Park. First time for both of us, so I guess we're late 
bloomers.  

 
Brett and Alison 

 
In early August, I met up with Roger Kief and Bengt 
Andreasson in Copenhagen. We were great friends back in 
9th grade but this was the first time the three of us had been 
together in 35 years! Bengt left after that year but like Roger 
and me, he also would have been class of '79. 
 

The mini-reunion with Brett, Roger and Bengt 

Steve Whetstone ´79:  I attended AIS from 1970-1974 (4th-

8th). My sisters, Sally (Sara), Kirsten & Karin also attended 

AIS. Kirsten and Karin graduated from AIS.   

I currently live in Mill Valley, California. My wife, Karen, and I 

have two children (Kellen, 9 and Kirsten, 7). I have many 

wonderful memories of Vienna & AIS! We hope to visit Wien 

& AIS again in the not-too-distant future. 

From the 80s 
 
Irene Moser ´80: Graduated in Hotel and Tourism 

Management in 1982 and Economics in 1989. Worked in 

Zurich and Moscow as economist and journalist. Since 1994 

operating a family-run hotel, restaurant and horse-riding 

business (Hotel Höldrichsmühlle in the Vienna Woods) 

together with my husband Erich. We have two kids: Philipp 
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(13) and Jelena (12).  We had lots of fun planning the 

reunion this May with former classmates and have made lots 

of plans to get together again in various places in the world. 

 
Irene and Erich with their 2 kids 

Carolyn Schneider ´81: I live in Tacoma, Washington and 

it's beautiful here.  I have had my own portrait photography 

business for almost 9 years.  Unfortunately, have not met 

Mr. Right yet.  I have no human children but I do have 2 

dogs and 3 cats.  (That part's ok with me!)  All are rescues 

and I'm very happy that I was able to give them new and 

happy lives.   

 
Carolyn 

Erik Wagner ´82:  I work for a big company dealing with 

technical and rare gases and also with hardware like pipes 

gauges etc. I am responsible for business in Vienna. The 

company is located close to Vienna. I have worked for this 

company since February 2000.  

I have been married since 1996 and have 2 children: Bernd, 

14 years and Iris, 12 years. In August we finished and 

moved into our new house in St. Andrä, lower Austria.  

Etan Jagermann ´83:  If I remember correctly, I graduated 
from AIS with a Matura in 1983. I attended the Faculty of 
Medicine at the University of Vienna until 1988. In 1989, I 
moved to Montreal, Quebec, Canada and co-founded the 

Brewery Brasal Inc. We made German-style lager beers and 
sold them throughout Canada, the USA as well as in France. 
We sold the business in 1999, and I graduated with an 
Executive MBA from Queens’ University, in Kingston, 
Ontario, Canada in 2001. The past 10 years I have spent as 
an Executive at www.pharmascience.com and at 
www.paladin-labs.com (www.bioenvelop.com). I am happily 
married to Marla Eichenbaum who is a lawyer and Executive 
at www.stella-jones.com. We have three sons (Josh who is 
13, Sean – 10, and Jonathan – 7). Our lives are hectic but 
we are having fun. If anyone wishes to get in contact with me 
or would like to visit us, please send an e-mail to: 
ejagermann@gmail.com. 
 

 
Etan and Marla with their 3 kids 

Joakim Karlsson ´84:  After AIS I studied aerospace 

engineering at Princeton and MIT. Since then I have been 

active in airport planning, air transportation economics and 

aviation policy. I have worked in private industry, as a 

consultant, as well as in public service and as a professor of 

aviation policy and management. I am just now returning to 

private industry as a Senior Operations Research Analyst for 

MCRI, a government contractor for the US Federal Aviation 

Administration, where I will be supporting development of the 

United States´ next generation air traffic control system 

("NextGen" for short). I live in Brookline, New Hampshire 

with my wife Nicole, who is a high school teacher in earth 

science, and our daughter Mia, who is six.  

 
Joakim with Mia 

http://www.standingstonesphotography.com/
http://www.standingstonesphotography.com/
http://www.pharmascience.com/Index.aspx?cookieCheck=true
http://www.paladin-labs.com/index.asp
http://www.bioenvelop.com/english/index.html
http://www.stella-jones.com/
mailto:ejagermann@gmail.com
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Amy Benavides (Palmer) ´85:  I attended AIS from 1979 to 

1981. I came back to Vienna to attend the university for a 

year and met a US Marine Security Guard. We have now 

been married for 21 years and have a handsome 10 year old 

boy. We live in Washington, DC and I am an editor/writer. I 

am in touch with some friends thanks to Facebook and the 

reunion last summer. I would love to get in touch with more 

classmates from that time! 

Eric Foltys ´85:  I moved to Florida but the company I was 

working for went bust.  So I decided to start my own 

business.  Things are starting to pick up finally: 

www.greentechinnovationllc.com.  I sell smart energy 

technology. 

Mia Komin (Aguilar) ´86:  Mia was part of a world record 

attempt organized by the Austrian army.  She danced to 

Mambo No. 5 in front of the Hofburg in Vienna with over 300 

pairs.  They are now in the Guinness Book of Records!  

Watch the ―Damenwahl am Heldenplatz‖.   

Patamaporn (Pati) Keshagupta ´86:  I live in Thailand and 

have two sons (11 and 6).  I am an assistant dean for public 

relations and teach at Kasetsart University.   As for my 

siblings, Apiorn (Api) Keshagupta ´89 lives in Thailand. She 

has 3 daughters (8, 6 and 2) and works at an international 

school in Bangkok as a teacher assistant. Awiruth (Awi) 

Keshagupta ´92 lives in Thailand and is pursuing his Ph.D. in 

a business program. Siratas Keshagupta ´95 also lives in 

Thailand and works as the head of students´ activities 

department for a graduate degree program at Chulalongkorn 

University. She travels quite often. 

Erwin Rezelman ´87: After attending AIS, living in seven 

countries on three continents and getting the MBA from 

Chicago Booth, I finally had the most amazing and humbling 

experience. On 31 August, Max and Sean were born in 

Porto Alegre, Brazil! They were a little early and needed to 

spend some time in the incubator, but both are home now 

and doing fine. Two future AIS graduates??!  

Jim Gorman Jr. ´87:  I am still Assistant Director of 

Administration for the University of Connecticut (UConn) 

Center on Disabilities. I am currently working on my Masters 

in Public Health Degree in the evenings. My daughter started 

kindergarten, and my wife and I are expecting a son on 17 

December, -well that is what the doctors say.  So things are 

good and busy in the Gorman home.  We had a good 

summer with trips up to Maine to visit family and friends, and 

to Cape Cod to visit Jenn’s grandmother.  We would love to 

get in touch with anyone from AIS.  You can find me quickly 

enough on Facebook.  Hope everyone is well out there and I 

look forward to any AIS reunions. 

Mark Kitchell ´87:  I have been very happy to reconnect 

with some of my classmates on Facebook; please add me if 

we have somehow missed one another. 

My wife and I moved back to Europe in 2008, first to 

Luxembourg, now mostly in Amsterdam.   I am working for a 

global telecom/IT consulting firm (IDC) and very much enjoy 

life in the Netherlands.   It´s not quite Vienna, but charming 

nonetheless.   No one in my family was too surprised when I 

married a European and then moved back to Europe.   From 

the minute I moved to DC in 1984, it was clear to me that 

Europe was probably where I belonged. I am hoping to 

finally make it back to Vienna next year and will be grateful 

to visit anyone still there, not to mention tour AIS.   From 

viewing the website, it sounds like the school has been 

totally transformed. 

My father passed away this year, he was 84 and suffering 

from late stage Alzheimer's disease.  He was one of the last 

of the old guard who opened the new UN offices at the VIC 

back in 1979.   Some of you may remember him for his very 

brief stint as Cub Scout master at AIS.   My Mom and I were 

very touched when Mike Yared came to the funeral, and I 

appreciate all the kind words I received from various AISers 

and friends from Vienna. 

If you are ever in Amsterdam, I would be more than happy to 

show you around.   My e-mail address is 

markkitchell@yahoo.com. 

 
Mark 

 

Kjeld Jørgen Glittenberg ´87:  Met up with Mary and Dave 
Miller (former teachers) in Charlotte, NC. 

 
The Millers with the Glittenbergs 

http://www.greentechinnovationllc.com/
http://video.vienna.at/video/42692/damenwahl-am-heldenplatz--e2-80-93-tanzen-fur-einen-weltrekord
mailto:markkitchell@yahoo.com
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Zeynep Gürkök-Müllner ´87 (z.guerkoek@ais.at):  

 
Class of ´87 mini-reunion in Vienna: Zeynep, Parsoua, Jasenka, Lisa, 

Courtney(´86), Amber, Farin and Lill 

 
Annelies Mechtler (Löber) ´88:  Since AIS I studied French 
for one year in Paris and then psychology in Austria and am 
working  as a psychologist, consultant and trainer/ coach for 
a human resources training-company in Vienna who give 
courses to people who are looking for a new job or want to 
change their job. I married Thomas on 7 July 2010 - we had 
a nice romantic wedding on a ship at Neusiedlersee. 

 

 
Annelies and Thomas 

Christine Leitner Bartos ´88:  I am still living and working 

as a master goldsmith and jewelry designer in New York, 

having international exhibitions as well as working as a 

multidisciplinary design consultant. You can also check out 

my website, www.christineleitner.com, which will soon be 

updated when I get more time on my hands. I've been 

designing all these websites for clients and yet have to take 

the time to do my own to make it a truly good one. Right now 

it's just an informative page. 

Michael Jay Young Lim ´88:  My wife and I have been 

professors in the Philadelphia area for most of the last 

decade.  I´m a physicist at Rowan University and Kim 

(Goyette) is a sociologist at Temple.  We live in the Philly 

suburbs but spent last year on sabbatical at Nanyang Tech. 

University in Singapore.  It was fun for us oldsters to work 

with a very international crew, while Jasper (9) and Meara 

(3) also made school friends from all over the world.  We 

especially enjoyed being part of the community at United 

World College--it reminded me a lot of AIS. 

During the year we traveled to British Columbia, Thailand, 

Indonesia, Australia, Malaysia, Cambodia, the Philippines, 

and Hawaii.  Our favorites: eating out in Singapore, 

snorkeling on the Great Barrier Reef, and wandering through 

the temples in Angkor Wat.  We are back now and would 

love to reconnect with anyone passing through Philly! 

 
Mike and Kim with their 2 kids 

Caitlin Morais Dempsey ´89: My husband, Marco and I, 

welcomed our first child, Sophia Morais, in 2009.  I am living 

in Los Angeles and am a consultant in the geographic 

information systems (GIS) field. 

 
Sophia 

 
Kim Kanouse (Marcus) ´89:  Kim currently resides in 
Seattle raising a child and running her business as a yoga 
life stylist (www.yogalifestylist.com). She is also earning her 
masters in secondary education with her vision of "making 
the world a healthier place one person at a time" by teaching 
a younger population PE and Health in Europe. 
 
Robert Rice ´89: a Lieutenant Colonel in the US Marines, 

moved this past summer from San Diego, California to 

Washington, DC due to reassignment to the Pentagon.  He 

mailto:z.guerkoek@ais.at
http://www.christineleitner.com/christineleitner.com/CL_Design.html
http://www.yogalifestylist.com/
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is married to the former Megan Bloom of Skokie, Illinois, a 

Registered Nurse, and they have 3 kids- Emily, age 7, Clara, 

age 5 and Matthew, age 3. 

 
Me and my son Matthew, this summer at the beach in Washington State 

 
Thomas Zlabinger ´89:  Tom recently received a life-time 

commitment from York College in Jamaica, Queens, where 

he teaches music and directs the jazz ensembles. He 

is almost finished with his dissertation in ethnomusicology on 

jazz and improvised music in Vienna. This past summer he 

shared some of his research in the form of a lecture at the 

University of Salzburg. He also recorded the album 

Macroscopia which was hailed as "one of the most intriguing 

[releases of 2010]" by AllAboutJazz-New York. His wife, 

Lesley, graduated with a master's degree in vocal 

performance at Queens College in 2009 and sings and 

teaches around New York. She continues to work at the 

Louis Armstrong House Museum & Archives. 

 
From the 90s 
 
Leila Pasic-Daubakov ´90: After graduation from AIS, 
I went to college in the US: BA in Economics from Haverford 
College and then an MBA from USC/WU Vienna. After the 
MBA I got a great job at Erste Bank in Vienna where I first 
worked 5 years in International Business and then 6 years 
as an expat in Croatia. My husband, my son and I have been 
back in Vienna since 2008. 
 
 

Andy Ford 91´: Since AIS, I graduated from the University 

of Virginia (majors in German and Economics), worked in 

management consulting for a few years, obtained an MBA 

from the Kellogg Graduate School and Management and 

took a job in San Francisco.  I have since married a 

classmate from Kellogg, Emily, and we have lived in Boston, 

Providence, Rhode Island, and just recently moved to 

Barrington, Rhode Island. We have two girls (Sophia, 5 and 

Allie, 3) and are expecting a third child in February.  I work 

for Fidelity Investments and am the Vice President of 

Industry/Competitive/Product analysis.  I am occasionally in 

touch with fellow AISers, but miss the good old days in 

Vienna! 

 

Kevin Winkie ´93: came to visit AIS in December 2009 with 

his son Nick. 

 

 
Kevin and Nick 

 
 
 
 
Maren Connary ´93: I have been living in San Francisco for 
almost 2 years and just got married this past September! I 
work in healthcare marketing communications for one of the 
leading innovators in healthcare delivery; Kaiser 
Permanente. For fun, I organize user-generated "un-
conferences‖ that bring consumers, health providers, health 
industry experts and technology professionals together for a 
one day event to exchange ideas informally, locally, openly 

in the Bay Area (www.healthcampsfbay.com).  
 
My husband is just finishing off his teaching credential for 
high school math so maybe one day we'll come back to 
Vienna so he can teach math at AIS! 
 
 

 
Daniel and Maren at their wedding reception 

 

http://www.healthcampsfbay.com/
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Mary Jane Rogers (Reber) ´94:  I'm a stay-at-home mom 

with 4 kids.  Betty (8), Janet (7), Adam (4) and Tolman (1).  

My husband, Aaron, is a software engineer.  We live in 

Southern Utah. 

 
Mary Jane and Aaron with their 4 kids 

 

Michael Geschke ´94:  I got married on March 6th, 2009 to 

Doris Gothard. We celebrated our wedding in the beautiful 

city of Budapest, where we currently live, with family and 

friends from 15 countries.  I am working as Regional 

Managing Director at Hödlmayr International AG, a leading 

Austrian vehicle logistics provider. 

 
Michael and Doris 

 

Natascha Demner '94:  I live in NYC and have a beautiful 1 

½ year old son Nicolo. His father´s name is Ulderico.  I deal 

in antique and 20th Century objects and jewelry and teach 

yoga. The few people I am in constant touch with are Dejana 

Popic, Chris & Clemens Riedl, Markus Schauer, Sophie 

Birkmeyer and Irina Dragulev. Life has been very good to me 

since I left AIS. I feel truly blessed.  

Arabelle Kamler ´95:  I am engaged and getting married on 

the 2 July 2011 — no children yet.  But 2 companies, the 

best is if you take a look at the website: 

www.arabellekamler.at.  I have had the first company for 12 

years and it is called ―GASTROBELLE Catering & Event 

Service‖.  My second company is called ―FITNESSBELLE 

Ernährung & Personal Training‖, which I established 2 years 

ago.  Thanks to Facebook, I now have contact to old 

classmates. 

 
Arabelle 

 

Kelly O'Connor '95:  My husband and I just moved to 

southern New Jersey because of his new job.  I have been a 

high school English teacher for the past 11 years, but I 

haven't found a teaching job here yet.  I am coaching 

volleyball at a school in Delaware and hoping to substitute 

teach while I continue looking for a full time job.  I have also 

become a fan of Facebook, where I have been able to 

reconnect and keep up with quite a few old friends from AIS! 

Kenneth Bradshaw ´95:  Hello there. Life is good! Two 

teenage daughters, a couple of Pugs and my own tattoo 

studio. My art, my passion! Write back 

(kjkb1976@gmail.com) and I'll elaborate!!!  

Rebecca V. Tani ´95:  We are moving to Hawaii in 

December. 

Christoph Monnet ´96:  I got married in March, live in 

Frankfurt and work for Roland Berger. 

 
The newlyweds 

 

http://www.arabellekamler.at/
mailto:kjkb1976@gmail.com
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Tanya Korchia-Harel ´96:  Still happily living in Tel Aviv. 

Since 18 May, the proud mother of a beautiful baby girl, 

named Liel Chloe.  Still in touch with several people and 

always nice to catch up with them when possible. 

 
Tanya with family 

 
Erica Kliewer (Fager) ´97:  Since graduation from AIS in 
1997, I went to Colorado State University and received a 
degree in Occupational Therapy.  I did my internship in 
Scotland, and then I worked as a traveling therapist all over 
Washington State and California, living out of a suitcase and 
moving to new cities constantly.  I loved the constant 
change, travel, and meeting new people. While skiing in 
California, I met a wonderful man whom I fell in love with.  
We were married within the year (2004).  We now have the 
cutest little girls (ages 3 and 2) which keep me busy at 
home. 
 

 
Erica with family 

 
Michel Hoenig ´97: I left AIS as a junior and completed high 
school in Brisbane, Australia. I went to the University of 
Queensland in Australia and did a BSc and then went to 
medical school there. Since graduation, I have been 
pursuing my interests in surgery and research. I took time 
away from clinical practice to do a PhD which should be 
submitted and conferred in 2011. After spending time as a 
surgical trainee in America (at Dartmouth), I realized that I 

prefer the surgical training that I had back home. So now I 
am back in Brisbane and pursuing training in Cardiovascular 
Surgery. I like the high-stress, high-stakes nature of this type 
of surgery.... at the end of the day, the sicker your patient is, 
the more room they have for improvement! So while I am in 
Brisbane for now, the Australian surgical training scheme is 
nation-wide and trainees can be moved to a different 
location year by year. I am looking to start a new research 
project next year to see if stem cells can be used to make 
new blood vessels. Other than work and research, I enjoy 
going to the gym (I try to go at least 5 times a week), I like 
going to bars and clubs and also watching a good movie. I 
am still single - I haven't had time for a 'real' relationship 
although I am open to the idea if I meet a girl that I really like 
who will put up with my working hours. I try to go to Europe 
and the Middle East at least once a year and I look forward 
to catching up with AISers wherever and whenever I can. If 
you are visiting Australia, look me up on Facebook (listed as 
Michel R Hoenig) and we can catch up for a beer.     
 

 
Michel 

 
Salvatore Chillemi ´98: I’m currently residing in Manhattan 
with a few of the other AIS Alums. Just graduated from my 
Internal Medicine residency. Moving to Hawaii for 6 months 
to work. Then July 2011, I will begin my specialty of 
Nephrology. Not married, no kids that I know of. I am still in 
touch with Marco/Gino Mamoli, Guillermo Ortiz, and 
Christopher Karlin. 
 
Whitney Reiser Johnson ´99:  I left AIS after fourth grade 
(1990-1991 school year) and moved back to the US with my 
family. I went to college in Texas where I met my husband. 
After a few months of dating my husband, I discovered that 
his brother's wife is a former AIS student, Christie Hess.  It 
still blows my mind that Christie and I knew each other as 
kids in Vienna and are now sisters in-law living less than a 
mile away from each other in Austin, Texas.  Currently I am 
working as a designer at an interior design firm and have two 
sons ages 4 ½ and 2. 
 

From the 00s 
 
Thomas Okuda Fitzpatrick ´00:  After graduating in May 
from William and Mary School of Law in Williamsburg, 
Virginia, I started work as a civil rights attorney at the 
American Civil Liberties Union of Virginia.  My classmate and 
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good friend, Justin Kellogg (class of 2000) came to my 
graduation to celebrate and lend his support.  
  
Leigh Schanfein ´01: After graduating from UC San Diego 
with a BS in animal physiology and neuroscience, and from 
Purdue University with a MS in kinesiology/biomechanics, I 
moved to New York City to pursue a career in dance.  Now, 
almost a year later, I'm performing with several modern 
dance (Linda Diamond & Co, Carol Fonda & Co), ballet 
(Collective Body/Dancelab, Eglevsky Ballet) and 
contemporary companies (Indelible Dance), and I've even 
been able to do a few Times Square flash mobs!  Though it 
can seem like an utterly insane endeavor, I love the NYC 
dance pursuit and living in this unmitigated city.  Plans are in 
the works to resume dance-based biomechanical research 
through the Harkness Center for Dance Injuries. 
 
Erika Brown ´02: I thought you might want to include in the 
next issue of the Globespotter that Sara Laminack (class of 
2002) was married to Jason Caffey in a beautiful ceremony 
on her uncle's ranch outside of Dallas, Texas in October of 
2009. The wedding was attended by myself, Antonia and 
Mathilda Strom, Sarah Bosken and Alice Kimbrell (all class 
of 2002). 
 

 
The Class of ´02 beauties 

 
Monica LoCascio ´02: I have recently finished a book, it 
has been out since 5 October by Rizzoli, entitled ―Stickers: 
From Punk Rock to Contemporary Art".  It is the history of 
stickers, starting with the Banana sticker by Andy Warhol on 
the Velvet Underground Album through music, brands, 
skateboarding, graffiti, fine art, public projects, 
unconventional mediums, politics and much more. It includes 
23 stickers designed by prominent artists specifically for the 
project. There is also a deluxe limited edition version.  The 
book can be purchased on Amazon.com or Amazon.de. The 
Facebook fan page is at: Stuck-Up-Piece-of-Crap. 
 

Angela Moras ´03:  After working at Deloitte Consulting in 

Dallas, Texas for three years, I just started my MBA this fall 

at Duke University (class of 2012) in Durham, North 

Carolina.  This fall, I plan to visit Willa Brown and Eleanor 

Boyce in Charlottesville, Virginia, where they are both 

pursuing graduate degrees.  I have lost touch with most 

other AIS alums, but I would love to reconnect!  Please feel 

free to send me an e-mail at angela.moras@gmail.com. 

 
Michael Janov ´05:  Just thought I'd let u know that in 

June/July this year I spent 5 weeks in America travelling 

around catching up with a dozen or so AIS alums!! Great 

times had by all, especially in DC where we all caught up on 

the 4th of July weekend and attended a baseball game. 

  

At the moment, I´m in my final year at UNSW in Sydney, 

finishing off a Manufacturing Engineering degree and 

obviously, still play soccer. 

 
Sofia, Sam, Michael, Scott, Marcello and Kenneth 

 

 
Jonathan Forsgren ´06: Jon recently graduated from Ohio 
Wesleyan University – congratulations! 
 

 
A very proud Forsgren family  

 
James Hersey ´07:  Finished 4 semesters of Jazz guitar 

cum laude, it's been 1 year since I started my career as an 

independent singer/songwriter. Debut album released June 

25th in Vienna (and iTunes worldwide), first Radio Airplay 

(FM4) on July 1st, signed with an agency end of July. First 

concert season is starting now; I'll be here for 3 shows in 

Austria then in the UK and back end October for further 

planning. 

http://www.facebook.com/pages/Stuck-Up-Piece-of-Crap/130059550373184?ref=mf
mailto:angela.moras@gmail.com
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Caroline Schwanzer ´08:  Caroline attended a conference 
at Beijing University as a Stanford delegate and in her 
capacity as the "Director of collaborative projects of 
"FACES" - Forum for American/Chinese Exchange at 
Stanford. 
 

 
Caroline (2nd from the right, standing in the front) at a question-and-

answer session with US ambassador to China Mr. Jon Huntsman  

 
 
 
Aaron Saunders ´10: I am attending the College of 
Wooster. I am playing on the basketball team and it's great 
here. I am 18, so I don't have a family yet and I am in touch 
will all of my friends from AIS and the class of 2010. 
  
 
 

Philip Kubaczek ´10: I am in Vienna for the time being, but 
will later on (February or so) move to New York. I am taking 
a gap year for now, but planning to study art in the future. 
Good luck to everyone! 
 

 
Philip 

 
 
Yuki Inada ´10:  I'm a student at the ―Janáček Academy of 
Music and Performing Arts‖ in the Czech Republic.  I study 
cello under Prof. Podhoransky. I am getting along in his 
class.   But I have difficulty with the Czech language.  I really 
enjoy playing the cello in the orchestra (student Opera) and 
also as a solo.   
 

 
Yuki Inada playing the cello 

 

Faculty and Staff 
 
Aimee Miner (former Elementary Computer Coordinator 

1997 - 2000):  Paul and Aimee Miner live in Seattle, 

Washington and still love to travel.  They have two children - 

Andrew age 6 and Allison age 4.  Aimee is an elementary 

school principal and Paul is an IT Project Manager.  They 

miss their AIS buddies and invite you to come visit them in 

Seattle.  They hope to return overseas one of these days.  

You can get in touch with her at aimeeminer@gmail.com. 

 

Ellen Deitsch Stern (former Director 2007-2009):  I have 

arrived in Krakow, Poland, to take up a one-year interim 

position as the director of the International School in Krakow. 

I seem to be finding myself in smaller and smaller schools. 

There were about 300 students at Colegio Maya in 

Guatemala where I was the interim director last year, and 

there are just about 160 here.  Small schools can have a 

nice family feel as everyone can know everyone else.  The 

challenge is to make a big school, like AISV, feel like a small 

school, and a small school, like ISK, feel like a big school!  

Wish all a happy and successful year. 

 

John Esperian (former Counselor):  Still working, at the 

College of Southern Nevada, in Las Vegas, teaching 

English.  I just finished a sabbatical semester, evaluating the 

effect of prison education on recidivism and still keep in 

touch with Bob Fumo and Mike Sesich. Our son, Chris, who 

was born in Vienna, is now 34 and our daughter, Justine, 

who was born in Lancaster Pennsylvania, is now 30….my 

how time flies, but not fast enough to erase good memories 

of Vienna and AIS. 

 

mailto:aimeeminer@gmail.com
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John Marrone (former teacher):  I taught IB History and IB 

Economics at AIS from 1978-1988 and from 1992-96. I went 

on a zillion senior trips as senior class sponsor along with Dr 

Tarbuk and did two zillion Senior Cabarets. I also made 10 

trips to the USSR during my 2 stints there. I have worked in 

Africa for 7 years- before in Moambique and Uganda and 

now in Kinshasa Congo and love it. Anyone heading to big 

bad DRC, please contact me at johnmarrone@hotmail.com. 

 

Jutta von Chiari (former teacher 1962-1968):  I taught 

French and German at AIS.  Since the birth of my children -

Richard ´68, Michael ´69 and Niko ´73, I am a stay-at-home 

mom, grandma and, last but not least, a happy retiree.  My 

husband, Dieter, my sons, their wives and kids and I all live 

under the same roof in the 19th district. I was close friends 

with Lisl Tarbuk, whom we lost a while ago.    

 
Jutta, Michael, Richard, Dieter, Teresa (daughter-in-law) and Niko 

 

 
Jutta and her husband Dieter 

 
 

Margaret Hinde Almen (former teacher 1963-1966):  Since 

my teaching days at AIS in the ´60S, I am still in touch with 

Joan Davies Woods, Andrea Suiter Brown, Paul Hallinan, 

and Kris Madsen Von Winkle. 

 

Pamla Moore (former Director of Development and 

Communication 2007-2009):  Powell and I have decided to 

spend my birthday in Vienna (November 25-28) and then a 

few days visiting Normandy.  My decision for a visit to 

Vienna is because I miss so much of what we experienced 

there.  AIS is certainly part of my experience that brings back 

wonderful memories.  I still tell people in Washington how 

wonderful it is to see children from so many different 

countries getting along and sharing their young lives. 

 
The rare snow storm in Washington last winter 

 
Suzanne Jeffrey-Horne (former Counselor):  My first book 

has been published!  It is called Finding Buddha. I also 

have my own website now: www.suzannejeffrey.com and am 

living and working in New York, although I travel to Bangkok 

frequently.  Hello to everyone, of course.  I miss all of the 

students, but I also miss Vienna! 

 

Valerie Levy (former teacher):  I’m still in Prague, where I 

moved when I retired in 1997. I’m very busy editing and 

translating for an anthropological journal of Charles 

University in Prague. Other than that, I teach English to a 

group of Czech women (who bring home-made cakes, with 

which we start off our lessons). I also give English lessons to 

a few other people. 

My husband, who was the founding editor-in-chief of The 

Prague Post, passed away six years ago. He is still 

remembered fondly by everyone who knew him. 

I spend about two months a year in New York City, where I 
visit daughter Erika (who went to AIS) and her husband and 
two little children. Erika teaches speech and hearing 
sciences at Teachers College, Columbia University, in New 
York. I also spend two months a year in France, where I stay 
with daughter Monica and her husband and two teen-age 
daughters. Monica teaches mathematics in a French Lycée. 
 
 

Parents 

Maricela Noble (mother of Allan Noble ´08): Allan Noble is 

now Lance Corporal Noble and departed to Afghanistan on 

July 16, 2010.  He is doing great!  As soon as they arrived, 

his superiors made him the Chief of Data for the entire 

base.  He is in the southwest corner of Afghanistan  

(border with Iran) and kept really busy (fixing data systems 

for North Atlantic Treaty Organization ―NATO‖ & Afghan 

National Army ―ANA‖).  His commanding officers are very 

mailto:johnmarrone@hotmail.com
http://www.northshire.com/siteinfo/bookinfo/9781605710792/0/
http://www.suzannejeffrey.com/
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happy with his performance and have mentioned that he 

could be promoted again as soon as he returns.    

After his tour of duty he hopes to attend college at Full Sail 
University in Florida, majoring in computer art design and 
animation. Allan would like to thank all his friends for their 
notes of support during this time. He misses them all!   If you 
wish to contact him his email address is: 
1truejosh@gmail.com. 
 

 
Allan inside the armor truck on his way to Delamar 

 
 
 

AIS Vienna Quiz 

 

Any idea what or where this is?  Please send your 
responses to alumni@ais.at.  Thank you and good luck! 
 
 
 

Share Your Information With Us... 
The AIS Vienna Globespotter welcomes news from all AIS 
alumni. To share information on your whereabouts, jobs, 
families, pets, sports, etc., please contact us at: 
Halumni@ais.atH.  
 
For information on AIS, please visit our website www.ais.at.  
Last but not least, please do not forget to sign up on the 
alumni database, which can be found at 
http://www.ais.at/page.cfm?p=523. Thank you! 
 

Alumni Class Representatives 
Thank you all for representing your class so well!  For the 
complete list of Class Representatives, please go to 
http://www.ais.at/page.cfm?p=524 (password: wienalumni). 
 
We still need Class Representatives for 1966 and 1968.  If 
you would like to be one please write to us at alumni@ais.at.  
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