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Greetings from AIS 
 
 
A Message from the Director 

 
 

 

 

 

Dear Alumni, 

How fortunate you were to attend AIS!  Whether you were 
here for one week or twelve years, you were surrounded by 
people who wanted you to have the best education 
anywhere.  You were in an environment where language, 
culture and learning were intertwined with friends from all 
over the world. 
 
As Director, I hope to build on your legacy and ensure that 
the students who are here now, and those who will come in 
the future, maximize their AIS experience.  They need to 
recognize the worldwide network available to them as AIS 
alumni.  Whether they are traveling to another country and 
want to connect on a social level, seek assistance in a job 
search or advice on which school their children should 
attend, they will always be part of the AIS family. 
 
I look forward to meeting many of you when you visit AIS or 
attend an alumni event.  It is a pleasure to be associated 
with AIS ... your school. 
 
– Dr. Sheila Breen 

mailto:alumni@ais.at
http://www.ais.a/
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A Message from the Executive Board  
 
I write to inform you of the steps that the Executive Board 
and Administration have taken with regard to the Arts Center 
project. 
 
On 28 May 2008 the Executive Board presented the General 
Assembly with a capital project to build a new Arts Center 
and expand the Middle School.  The Middle School 
extension was completed in January 2009, while the Arts 
Center part of the project has been going through the 
planning process.  This Arts Center project has been on the 
Road Map for several years and is something that the school 
clearly needs.  It had been delayed for many reasons, and 
the 2007-2008 Executive Board decided that it was time to 
move forward.  We have outstanding fine arts and 
performing arts programs at the school, and we believe that 
they both deserve proper facilities. 
 
The Executive Board had prepared the launch of the project 
very carefully, relying on expert advice given to the 
Executive Board and the school administrators.  At the time, 
the Executive Board had a high degree of confidence in 
those providing this advice, but not everyone agreed on the 
size and scope of the project.  There was a very heated 
debate over the project.  It split our community, which is 
seldom a good thing, but the debate was positive as it made 
the new Executive Board approach the project thoughtfully, 
responsibly, and deliberately, with a critical eye on the 
process.  We have taken time to think through every step 
very carefully as we feel this is our duty; we are not willing to 
break ground on a project that cannot be brought to its full 
completion within the budget approved by the General 
Assembly. 
 
After extensive discussion with the school Administration, 
the Executive Board decided on 21 September 2009 not to 
go forward with the design that was introduced to the 
community at the General Assembly on 28 May 2008.  The 
execution of the proposed project has been fraught with 
barriers, including parking issues, and is no longer 
considered viable.  After careful deliberation and 
examination of the obstacles related to building the new Arts 
Center in the parking lot in front of the school, we have 
decided to take a different approach.  The process will begin 
anew with an independent design competition.  The 
successful architect will be awarded a formal contract with 
performance expectations and price controls to keep the 
project within the budget authorized by the General 
Assembly. 
 
To date, the costs incurred on the Arts Center project, 
including legal, architectural, accounting, parking 
consultancy, and other miscellaneous fees, are 
approximately €140,000, although the figure could decrease.  
 
The Executive Board and the Administration are extremely 
committed to bringing this project to completion and will 
continue to keep you apprised of our progress.   
– Henrica Stjernvall, AIS Board Chair 

A Message from the Alumni Affairs Manager 
 
As an AIS graduate, I look back to the fall of 1980, when I 
first walked through the front gate.  AIS was already a fine 
school, with a beautiful campus and excellent faculty, but it 
was a little cramped, with only a few rooms for Elementary, 
one floor for Middle School, two floors for High School, an 
old Gym, and an old theater, “the Kino”. 
 
My parents told me after their first Assembly in 1981 that the 
plans put forward for a new performing arts building were 
voted down.  Afterward, they said many times, particularly 
after sweaty concerts, plays, and assemblies in the Kino, 
that the decision was a wrong one. 
 
Years passed.  Improvements to the campus have resulted 
from the parents who carried the financial burden and by 
hard-working Boards, management, faculty, and staff.  The 
Elementary School doubled in size; Middle School expanded 
in all directions (closed balconies and three new floors); the 
High School added a new floor; sports facilities were 
expanded with a second gym, the Bubble, and excellent 
track and field facilities; fences, security gates and a new 
Cafeteria completed the program.  Or almost completed the 
program… 
 
Two years ago, at my twentieth reunion, a group of alumni 
made a tour of the school.  I knew the campus developments 
first-hand – my younger sister graduated in 1995 and my 
mom continued to teach until 2006 – but my friends simply 
could not recognize the school.  People were impressed with 
the changes and even amazed with the “new” school and the 
expanded use of technology.  When we reached the Kino, 
however, everybody shouted, “Here it is, the old Kino, 
nothing changed!” 
 
Yes, the Kino may be an old acquaintance, but it is far from 
meeting the demands of AIS for a modern facility for 
performing arts, large get-togethers, and the like.  It is the 
only piece of the campus mosaic left behind. 
 
It is time now to correct a wrong decision taken in 1981 and 
give AIS the Arts Center it needs and deserves.  To do this, 
we need your help.  While the existing architectural plan is 
being updated, we already look forward to enjoying a 
performance with you soon.  I am counting on you.   
 
Please click here to contribute to the new AIS Arts Center.  I 
thank you all for your support. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
– Zeynep Gürkök-Müllner ´87  

http://www.ais.at/dev/documents/SeatsStars0901FI.pdf
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AIS Today 
Middle School Extension   
As part of the Campus Improvement Project, an extension to 
the Middle School was completed in January 2009.  The two 
new levels provide three large classrooms, exhibition space, 
office space, and additional arts rooms, with one large 
ventilated art work room. 
 

 
Opening day in the Middle School extension 

 
Knights in Action 2008-2009 
Our athletes were in action throughout the year, fielding 
thirty-six teams over the three seasons.  The Knights 
claimed twenty-four top-three places in our Sports Council of 
International Schools (SCIS) conference, winning four 
championships.  At the International Schools Sports 
Tournaments (ISST) we had a silver and a bronze team 
award, with several individual medal winners in track & field 
and tennis.  Our teams claimed four sportsmanship awards. 
 
All years have their ups and downs.  The winter brought a 
low point for all of us as Mike Maloy, our friend, colleague, 
teacher, and musical inspiration, passed away suddenly on 2 
February 2009.  In his memory AIS now presents the “Mike 
Maloy Award” at the High School sports banquet each year.  
The award is given to the male and female High School 
basketball players who best represent three of the many 
qualities Mike shared with us: passion, perseverance, and 
personality.  This year the award was given to Soren 
Christensen and Alex Dekleva.  
 
In addition, the ISST organization awarded Mike the “Lou 
Grell Award” for services to the organization.  Mike‟s son 
Ryan collected the award at an emotional end to the sports 
banquet in May. 
 
 

 
Mike Maloy at an awards ceremony in the upper gym 

 

Knights in Action 2009-2010   
This year will be a busy one for our student athletes. The 
highlight this fall will be the hosting of the ISST Cross 
Country Championships.  Fifteen of the top international 
schools will visit AIS, and the Vienna Woods will be the 
venue for the race for the very first time. The whole 
community will come together to house the visiting athletes, 
and we are hoping for some good weather that will make the 
experience even more memorable.  
 
This year also sees the launch of a new sports league called 
the Danube Valley Athletic Conference. This league will 
present our junior varsity and Middle School B teams with 
competition. Other schools involved include Salzburg, 
Bratislava, Budapest, and VIS.  During the winter season 
AIS will host the SCIS Middle School swim championships.  
This will be a first for AIS.  In the spring AIS will host the 
ISST division 2 tennis tournament. 
 
We always welcome visitors to our games and tournaments. 
You can keep track of who is playing when and where by 
checking the athletics web page.  If you have any questions 
regarding athletics, please contact a.harrison@ais.at. 
 

 
Girls soccer team 

After-School Activities 
AIS hosts over twenty-five after-school activities, from sports 
to arts, every weekday and Saturday too.  Each semester, 
hundreds of students participate in contemporary dance, 
ballet, ball sports, basketball clinic, cartooning, ceramics, 
choir, computer, drawing, guitar, gymnastics, hip hop, judo, 
math mania, musical, painting, pottery, puppets and poems, 
soccer, Spanish, swimming, taekwondo, tap, tennis, and 
yoga, among other things. 
 

 
Taekwondo after school 

  

http://www.ais.at/info/ATD/activities/intro.htm
mailto:a.harrison@ais.at
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The International Baccalaureate (IB) program since its 
introduction at AIS in 1977 has steadily increased in 
enrollment.  This year 82% of the senior class and 85% of 
the junior class are working towards the full diploma.  Those 
students who are not pursuing the full diploma may enroll in 
many of the IB courses on offer at AIS and complete an IB 
certificate for a particular subject.  The increased enrollment 
is mainly due to a wider acceptance of the IB diploma in 
North America and recognition of the rigors of the program, 
which amply prepares students for college work.  
Additionally, some colleges and universities award credit for 
specific marks achieved on exams at the higher level. 
 
This year AIS has added IB Psychology as well as IB 
Environmental Systems and Societies II, which fulfills both 
Groups 3 and 4 subject choices.  Since 2002, AIS has also 
been participating in the development of the pilot program, 
“Text (literature) and Performance (drama)”, a trans-
disciplinary course that fulfills both Groups 1 and 6 subject 
choices.  The purpose of trans-disciplinary courses is to 
provide flexibility in the six-subject IB program. 
 
Notable attributes of the IB program include: a) an emphasis 
on international mindedness through the necessity of 
studying a second language and an appreciation for diverse 
cultures; b) an encouragement of independent and critical 
thinking in all subject areas; c) an implementation of a 
research-based curriculum, which is developed and regularly 
reviewed by practitioners in the field; d) an application of 
criterion-based assessment in which students are marked 
according to established criteria rather than a comparison 
with the other exam students; and e) recognition of the 
diploma by many governments and universities worldwide.   
 
The IB Diploma program has enriched the curriculum at AIS, 
helping to strengthen its academic rigor as well as providing 
wider access for those students who wish to attend 
university abroad. The program has promoted the 
commitment to embrace the whole student, with teachers 
collaborating in order to support the intellectual, physical, 
and emotional development of the student.  Along with the 
AIS mission, we endeavor also to support the mission of the 
IB organization, “to develop inquiring, knowledgeable and 
caring young people who help to create a better and more 
peaceful world through intercultural understanding and 
respect.” 
 
The following summarizes overall exam results for 2008/09: 
 

Candidates registered in the session 87 

Diploma and retake candidates registered 40 

Subject entries in the session 400 

Candidates who passed the diploma 36 

Average points obtained by passing candidates  35 

Highest diploma points awarded to a candidate 43 

Average grade obtained by passing candidates 5.44 

Number of candidates excluded from statistics 0 

 
 

HS Visual Arts 

 
Ms. Pillarella with one of her art classes 

 
The ***Gallery is the venue where IBVA candidates exhibit 
their work-in-progress during their two-year journey.  The 
exhibitions curated by the candidates challenge them in 
decision-making, conceptualizing space, and presenting 
their work from concept to completion.  *Art Speaks*, a 
gathering of art lovers that takes place once during an 
exhibition, allows the candidates to give greater insight to 
their work, the techniques employed, and the journey they 
took to achieve them, as well as answer to a critical 
audience.  Why not come by the ***Gallery located on the 
first floor of the Villa and take a look at the great work the 
Visual Arts students will be exhibiting from September 2009 
till June 2010. 
 

 
Laura (Lamberk) Heit ’91, untitled  

http://www.ais.at/hs/programs/ib/ib_intro_b.htm
http://www.ais.at/teachers/Secondary/rpilla/AISVisualArts.htm
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Service Learning and Community Service at AIS 
AIS students learn through service, reaching out through the 
National Honor Society, Students for Tomorrow, Habitat for 
Humanity, Young Amnesty International, and many other 
groups.  AIS continues to integrate service learning projects 
into the school curriculum.  Students also develop individual 
service programs for the IB diploma.   
 
Service learning combines service objectives and learning 
objectives with the intent that the activity changes both the 
recipient and the provider of the service.  It offers structured 
opportunities not just for acquiring skills, values, and 
knowledge but also for self-reflection and self-discovery.  For 
more information, please see our service learning pages. 
 
 
Habitat for Humanity 
This year AIS students plan 
their third trip to Braga, 
Portugal, to mix cement 
and, brick by brick, to build 
a structure that later 
becomes a home.  Working 
throughout the year on 
fundraising and awareness, 
Students are also planning 
a trip to Armenia this year. 
 
 
Students for Tomorrow (S4T) 
S4T is a service 
learning project to 
allow High School 
students to 
improve literacy 
among deprived 
children in Accra, 
Ghana, where 
they travelled in 
2009.  The 
students are also 
responsible for leading meetings of their peers, defining the 
targets and goals of the literacy project, organizing 
fundraising and awareness campaigns, researching and 
writing leaflets, speeches, and articles, and, with their 
advisors, planning the trip to Accra.  The goal of the project 
is to develop awareness, leadership, and organizational and 
interpersonal skills among our students through research, 
cultural interaction, and community outreach. 
 
The project grew out of an inspirational student conference 
in Frankfurt and was developed further in Vienna over lunch, 
outside of class time, throughout the year.  In addition to 
planning, fundraising preceded the trip to Accra.  Students 
set up tables at school events to create awareness about the 
literacy project and encourage everyone to buy a bracelet or 
T-shirt or make a donation.  With the help of colorful posters 
across campus, a book drive, and a toy drive, they received 
130 kilograms of English story books and coloring books, 
one suitcase of used toys in very good condition, five used 

laptops, fifteen digital cameras, a bag of make-up and hair 
clips, a few CDs, and some candies.   
 
During the Accra trip several institutions were visited, and it 
was decided to share the donations among them.  A large 
proportion of the donation went to Morning Star School, 
where our students 
taught math, poetry 
and writing, theater 
arts, and Model 
United Nations.  The 
team members also 
volunteered in an 
orphanage, helping 
kids eat, dress, play, 
do homework, and 
go to sleep. 
 
The project has borne fruit – and a beautiful student-written 
booklet, Helping Hands.  The S4T members´ new ambition is 
to learn more about Ghana and raise scholarship funds to 
send more orphans to good private schools.  Other ideas 
under consideration include cooperative projects with public, 
private, and international schools in Accra to support the 
education of the most deprived children. 
 
Through their active intellectual and social involvement as 
well as hand-on projects, students acquire, apply, and 
develop new skills that are likely to be retained for the rest of 
their lives.  Through this and other projects, AIS hopes to 
inspire more students to take action to change what they 
believe is important to change, to contribute to what is worth 
contributing, and to support worthy causes.   
 
All children, as one participant put it, “want to know why the 
sky is blue, why all objects fall if you throw them in the air, 
why you can‟t run on water, and where babies come from.  If 
you teach them something, they want to know more.” 
 

  
  

http://www.ais.at/K12/ServiceLearning/ServiceLearning.htm
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AIS Music Department Celebrates Haydn … and More 
The AIS music department celebrates Josef Haydn‟s 200th 
anniversary by performing his Nikolai-Messe on 5 December 
at 15:00 in the Alserkirche.  Musicians from grades 6-12 are 
feverishly rehearsing this masterpiece and will perform it for 
our students during an assembly, as well as for the gala 
concert in the church. 
 
Our musicians are also working on their auditions in hopes 
of being selected for honors festivals that will take place all 
around the world for choir, band, and orchestra students.  
Middle and High School students will take part in these 
festivals, which are sponsored by AMIS, the Association of 
Music in International Schools. 
 
We expect to perform at the United Nations Women's 
Bazaar as well as our quarterly concerts at AIS.  If anyone is 
in the neighborhood, we have a concert on Thursday, 22 
October at 19:00.  We'd love to have you join us! 
 

 
Mrs. Heedles leads the choir at the Wien Rathaus 

 
 
Second Grade Strings Concert 
Due to the support of a generous parent, this year AIS 
began to offer a strings program for all Second Grade 
students as a standard part of the curriculum.  During every 
six-day rotation, students meet once as a full string 
ensemble and a second time in single instrument groups. 
Students learn the fundamentals of playing a stringed 
instrument, including posture and position, intonation, basic 
bow technique, and the notes in a one-octave D Major 
Scale.  
 

 
Second-grade children perform their first concert on 23 September 

 
 

International School Honor Orchestra Festival 2009 
Thirteen AIS string students travelled to Singapore in 

February to participate in the Honor Orchestra Festival.  One 

participant reflects: 

“Our trip to Singapore was very enjoyable first of all because 
of the location. I loved the mix of East and West (in the 
variety of foods, Chinese writing and speaking English etc.), 
and the gorgeous palm trees and humidity.  It was very nice 
to go to a place so different from our daily environment.  Also 
the people who were there (from AIS and during the festival, 
from the other schools) were all really nice to get along with. 
It is fun to be with people who understand and share your 
love of music and playing music with others.  It was also 
really interesting to go to a school so extremely different 
from ours, mostly due to the size of the student body – the 
Singapore school is nearly five times larger than AIS. 
 
The concert was really fun because it felt that since I was in 
the Senior Honor Orchestra, we were playing at a whole 
different level than before; that I was able to contribute and 
help the orchestra reach that level was a very satisfying 
feeling.  Each time I attend one of these festivals I 
appreciate more and more that I am able to play an 
instrument and also that I am involved in music because it is 
so much fun.” 
 

 
 
 
AMIS Honor Band and Choir Festival 2009 
Fifteen High School musicians traveled to Doha, Qatar, in 
March to participate in the annual AMIS Honor Band and 
Choir Festival.  Three days of rehearsals and a fantastic gala 
concert kept our students busy, but they also had time to 
meet talented musicians from around the world, ride camels, 
and play beach volleyball. 
 

 
 
  

http://www.facebook.com/photo.php?pid=1876552&id=746098048
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AIS Then and Now 

 
 

 1949 – Founding of the Vienna International 
Community School, AIS´s predecessor. 

 

 1959 – Founding of the American International 
School by the US and Canadian Embassies.  234 
students from 17 nationalities enrolled. 

 

 1961 – AIS took possession of the 44,000 m2 site 
on Salmannsdorferstrasse, near the Vienna Woods. 

 

 1964 – First school year and graduation on the new 
site.  357 students from 28 nationalities enrolled. 

 

 1977 – International Baccalaureate offered. 
 

 
1999 yearbook 

 

 1999 – AIS receives one of its biggest private 
donations ever, from Thomas Stemberg ´67, 
allowing the school to build a new science wing. 

 

 2009 – AIS celebrates its fiftieth anniversary with a 
€250,000 Arts Center gift from Martin Schlaff. 

 
 

 
AIS in the 80s 

Fire Safety Drill for Faculty and Staff 
Shortly before school opened, all faculty and staff members 
participated in a fire-safety exercise.  In the event of an 
emergency, we hope to enjoy professional help too! 
 
 

 
Ms. Pillarella 

 
 

 
Dr. Prossinger 

 
 

 
Teachers prepare to extinguish the blaze 

 
 

 
Dr. Straffon demonstrates proper technique  
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Time to Say Goodbye 
 

 
Class of 2009 

Graduation Speech by Robert Jones (HS English), “The 
Wilderness of Our Desires”: 
 
“Graduates, parents, distinguished colleagues, friends and 
family: good evening.  
 
First of all, to the class of 2009, our fiftieth here at AIS, thank 
you for this immense and deeply humbling honor.  Frankly, I 
would have thought you‟d have had enough by now.  I 
promise I will do everything I can to modulate my voice.  
 
Thomas [Rantasa] made clear to me under what strictures 
tonight‟s address was to be given.  The main thing was that I 
was to speak directly to you.  I assume then, under that 
scenario, that we have the same deal we‟ve always had in 
class:  Not a word about any of this to your parents. 
 
And while we are on the subject of parents, since I know 
they are too polite to listen in, spare a little thought for them 
tonight.  They are no doubt bursting with pride, and in some 
cases, I‟m guessing, relief.  But this is a melancholy moment 
for them, too.  
 
I am just beginning to imagine the difficulties you have all 
had to negotiate to make this moment a reality.  My own 
children, Branson and Delaney, are just beginning that 
process.  It‟s funny how, when we talk to those we love and 
we can‟t make ourselves understood, we tend to make up in 
volume what our expressions lack in subtlety.  Branson, who 
is only in first grade, already complains about his homework. 
My god, that kid has a mouth on him.  I have no idea where 
he gets it.  It must be something they are doing up there in 
Elementary School.  
 
Delaney, on the other hand, sidles up, gives me a hug and 
says, “I love you, Daddy!” while she picks my pocket.  She‟s 
done this twice already.  “Delaney, honey, that‟s daddy‟s 
wallet.”  “I just want to play with these little cards.”  One has 
to wonder what Middle School will bring….” 
 
The entire speech can be found on your alumni homepage. 

University Placement 
Ahn Byeongsun  

Albertsson Sofia Stockholm School of Economics 

Anderson Hugh Jr.  

Araman Pierre Ecole Hoteliere de Lausanne  

Bazinas George GAP year / University of Bristol 

Berry Kevin  

Birkkjaer Ira GAP year 

Bukader Ahmed Shoreline CC  

Choi Jinsoo Adv Institute of Science & Tech. 

Coyne Kassanthra Imperial College London 

Czemier-Wolonciej Maja Art Institute of Chicago  

Dolezal Aneta Universitaet Wien Biologie 

Farnitano Tara Lynn Catholic University of  America 

Freund Ellie University of California 

Guggenberger Isabella  

Herbinger Léon  

Hugins Katherine James Madison University 

Jannotta David Case Western Reserve  

Jannotta Nicholas Nick Milwaukee School of Engineering 

Kim Da Jeong  

Knight Stephanie Virginia Tech 

Kots Alanna Ithaca College 

Leemann Felix Leonard Aston University  

Lensment Renata  

Lomacka Magdalena St. John's / Oxford 

Lukanova Polina  

McDermott Rachael Carleton University 

Mika Eleanor GAP year / Nottingham University 

Mizuuchi Mio  

Nikoljski Filip Oxford University 

Perrin David  

Petrov Monika  

Prufer Nicholas Ithaca University 

Rantasa Thomas Columbia University 

Reinthaller Alina University of Warwick 

Rhee Yoo Jin Rhode Island School of Design 

Riess Wolfgang Wirtschaftuniversitaet Wien 

Ronay Franz Jr. St.John's / Cambridge 

Ruse Mara Bristol University 

Schallehn Anna Webster University Vienna 

Scott Mark University of Mary Washington 

Sedivy Juraj  

Seltenrijch Maxime Gerrit Rietveld Academy  

Sequeira Jeffrey Universität St. Gallen 

Simms Stewart University of Kansas 

Soto Philipp  

Steenken Mikael  

Stjernvall Fanny Glion Institute of Higher Education 

Stundner Lea University of Zagreb / Medical 

Taheri-Maynard Parissima GAP year / University of London 

Thalhammer Hannah Universitaet Wien 

Tolonen Christopher  

Ude Liza-Maria Wirtschaftsuniversitaet Wien 

Ulrich Rachael Northeastern University 

Vajo Peter Carey School / Arizona State U. 

von der Schulenburg Caspar GAP year 

Vukovic Ena RSM Erasmus University 

Wein Jenny Aston University  

Whichello Chiara University of Dundee 

Wilhartitz-Tscholakoff Kyra  

Yoo Byungjin University College London  

Zakiev Adlet University of Bath 

 

 
Class of ´09 at the beginning of their HS trip 

http://www.ais.at/dev/GraduationSpeech2009.htm
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Ms. Winner Retires 
We wish Ms. Ann (Hill) Winner (1st Grade teacher from 1972 
until 2009) all the best for her well-deserved retirement and 
thank her for being part of our lives and the AIS community 
for so many years.  Ms. Winner can still be seen frequently 
on campus picking up her grandkids or subbing for a 
teacher.  Here is her short message:  
 
“AIS has been and is very much a part of my life for these 
past 39 years.  For the first six years that I was in Vienna, 
my husband, John (Jack) Hill, the father of Courtney Hill and 
Carrie Hill, taught English in the High School.  The school 
was much smaller, so all divisions of the school enjoyed a 
close relationship.  The High School students were often in 
our home, or we met them for educational outings.  The AIS 
community was more than supportive when Jack passed 
away because of a malignant brain tumor.  The girls and I 
remained in Vienna because we felt the school provided an 
excellent education and because it was a warm and caring 
„home away from home‟.  We have never regretted that 
decision.  Our lives were enriched because of the 
international flavor of the school and all the families we met.  
Today we still enjoy many of those relationships that were 
forged so long ago. 
 
Every day that I spent in the first grade at AIS for the past 37 
years has been a pleasure.  Teaching young children has 
kept me active and positive.  Our trips to the vineyards and 
the walks in the woods will not be forgotten.  We are 
fortunate that the school is located on the edge of the Vienna 
Woods.  Many hours have been spent taking advantage of 
this both for academic and social purposes.  Vienna also 
offers an exciting cultural life plus many opportunities to 
travel in all directions for added cultural experiences.  I now 
have two grandchildren in school and hope to be a part of 
the AIS community for many years to come.” 
 

´       
72/´73´                       08/´09 

 

A Sad Farewell 
Kevin Haverty, school director during 2005-07, lost his battle 
with cancer on 30 August 2009 at the age of 57.  Kevin 
came to Vienna after having worked in international schools 
in Prague, Tel Aviv, Athens, and Bangkok as a teacher, 
counselor, coach, athletic director, and administrator.  Kevin 
was consistent in his work with everyone at school: he had a 
welcoming smile and a good sense of humor, and he treated 
everyone he met with dignity and respect.   He took his work 
seriously and was constantly focused on making any school 
that he worked in a better place for kids.   That is what he did 
in his short time as Director of AIS.  He is survived by his 
wife Lori, an art teacher, and his son Tarek, a high school 
junior. 

Upcoming Alumni Events 
Mark your Calendars 
We invite you to the Reunion Weekend 28-29 May 2010.  
We plan on having “milestone” celebrations for the classes 
of ‟05, ´00, ´95, ´90, ´85 ….  If you plan on organizing an 
event next year, please get in touch. 
 
Class of ´80 Reunion 
28-29 May 2010 in Vienna, Austria.  For more information, 
please visit Class of 1980 Reunion. 
 
Class of ´85 Reunion 
For information, please contact Mrs. Tatjana Alvegaard. 
 
 

Recent Alumni Reunions 
The Boston Reception, February 2009 
Hosted by Rosemary (former faculty member) and Geoffrey 
(former school director) Pierson. 
 

 
 
The San Francisco Reception, February 2009 
Hosted by Peter Yared ´89.  There were approximately ten 
participants from the 60s through the 00s. The alumni were 
so busy reminiscing, when the reception was over they 
realized that they had forgotten to take pictures.   
 
The Los Angeles Reception, February 2009 
Hosted by Cicely Gilman ´75.  
 

  

http://web.mac.com/active_planning/CLASS_1980_REUNION/Welcome.html
mailto:tatjana@alvegaard.com
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50th Anniversary Celebration in Vienna, May 2009 
More than 500 persons from four continents gathered in 
Vienna to celebrate their connections to the school and one 
another. Ambassador Gregory L. Schulte opened the 
celebrations with a reception at the Residence of the 
American Ambassador.  The following day, after a brunch at 
the Hotel Sacher and a guided tour of 
the Albertina, the mayor of Vienna 
hosted a reception at the Rathaus, 
featuring a keynote by the education 
reformer, Dr. Andreas Salcher.  For 
more photos, click the golden button: 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 

  

http://www.facebook.com/photo.php?pid=2458397&id=708997212&op=1&view=global&subj=544452858
http://www.facebook.com/photo.php?pid=1766019&id=544452858
http://www.facebook.com/photo.php?pid=1717077&id=544452858
http://www.facebook.com/photo.php?pid=1717073&id=544452858
http://www.facebook.com/photo.php?pid=1717087&id=544452858
http://www.ais.at/dev/Fiftieth_Anniversary/index_001.htm
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Washington DC Reunion, June 2009  

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 

New York City Get-Together, June 2009  

 
 

 

 
Alumni in the Spotlight 
 

 
Hania Köver ´01 

 
From 31 May until 6 June 2009, Hania Köver ´01 bicycled 
from San Francisco to Los Angeles with AIDS LifeCycle.  It 
was a 545-mile, 7-day bike ride to raise money and 
awareness for people living with HIV and AIDS.  
 
Thanks to a specialized Allez Elite Cr-Mo Triple bicycle, a 
super good shape, and donations from all over the world, 
she was able to reach her goal of raising $3,000 to support 
the San Francisco AIDS Foundation.  Well done, Hania! 
 
She thanks everyone in the AIS community who donated for 
their generosity.   

http://www.tofighthiv.org/site/TR?px=1711061&fr_id=1070&pg=personal
http://www.facebook.com/photo.php?pid=514302&id=1130178691&op=2&view=global&subj=1130178691
http://www.facebook.com/photo.php?pid=119406&id=1006262782&op=2&view=global&subj=1130178691
http://www.facebook.com/photo.php?pid=2102343&id=673574216&op=1&view=global&subj=819663149
http://www.facebook.com/photo.php?pid=2319241&id=722643312&op=1&view=global&subj=780380160
http://www.facebook.com/photo.php?pid=2843276&id=537649879&op=2&view=global&subj=534999224
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Alumni in the News 
 
Ruth Brauer-Kvam ´90 and Alexander Pschill ´89 are on 
stage in the Kammerspiele, Vienna: Gut Gegen Nordwind.  
The theater piece is about an intelligent conversation 
between two – at first – more or less random people via 
email.  After some time they connect on a very mental level. 
 

 
Ruth Brauer ´90 and Alex Pschill ´89 

 
 
Franz Xaver Zach '72 plays in Macbeth at the 
Schauspielhaus Graz. 

 
Franz Xaver Zach ´72 

 
AIS alumni exhibiting their artwork in Vienna: Fabian 
Patzak´s ´01 exhibit Someplace Next Year ran at the MUSA. 
Sophie Hirsch ´04 and Tina van Duyne ´90 are exhibiting 
their work Projekträume at Das Weisse Haus until 28 
November.  
 

 
Tina van Duyne ´90, Benoit meets Hermann, two trees, 2008  

Bryan Adams ´76, Canadian rock singer-songwriter and 
photographer, will get a star on Hollywood Walk of Fame in 
2010. 
 

Bryan Adams ´76 

 
Anna Bergman ´79 performs at the Merkin Hall with 
Steve Ross (October 28th), the Colony Hotel's Royal Room 
in Palm Beach (November 6, 7, 13 & 14), the 92nd St. Y 
Lyrics & Lyricists (November 18), and the CUNY TV (to air in 
late Oct / early Nov).  Details at www.AnnaBergman.com.  
 

 
Anna Bergman ´79 

 
Shabnam Rezaei ´91, founder and Editor-In-Chief of 
PersianMIRROR (www.persianmirror.com) as well as the co-
founder of Norooz Productions and Big Bad Boo Animation 
Studios in Vancouver, was on a two-hour program 
fundraising for KOCE PBS station in Orange County. She 
was also interviewed by FOX Business. 
 

 
Shabnam Rezaei ´91 

http://www.josefstadt.org/Theater/Stuecke/Kammerspiele/GutgegenNordwind.html
http://www.buehnen-graz.com/schauspielhaus/stuecke/stuecke_genau.php?id=11436
http://www.musa.at/ausstellungen/detail/show/2009/09/fabian-patzak-someplace-next-year.html
http://www.dasweissehaus.at/wwwnew/aktuellcontent.html
http://www.vancouversun.com/entertainment/rocker+Bryan+Adams+awarded+star+Hollywood+Walk+Fame/1713906/story.html
http://www.annabergman.com/
http://www.persianmirror.com/
http://www.iranian.com/main/node/66301
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=gYR-9SeZ0tM
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Prince Akishino of Japan, the younger son of Japan‟s 
imperial couple, and his wife Princess Kiko ´84 visited 
Austria this year.  The four-day visit was motivated by the 
140th anniversary of diplomatic relations between Japan and 
Austria.  Mrs. Beverly Carroll, Holly Dodge, Sharon Hartwig, 
and Juliane Yamada, as well as several AIS students, met 
with the Princess for half an hour at the Imperial Hotel.  
Princess Kiko continues to have fond memories of the 
school, mentioned some of her classmates, and repeated 
some advice last heard from her teachers thirty years before. 
 

 
Princess Kiko ’84 with former Director Ellen Deitsch Stern 

 
Aerin Lauder ´88, senior vice president and creative 
director of Estee Lauder, the company her grandmother 
started in 1946, shares her style secrets on Women on the 
Web.  Aerin has also launched her first fragrance in the 
Estee Lauder Private Collection called Jasmine White Moss. 
 

 
Jane ´91 and Aerin Lauder ´88 

 














Alexander Trieb ´95, COO & co-founder of the social 
travel guide tripwolf, just launched a new and revamped 
version of the website.  Tripwolf combines travel tips from 
professional travel writers with a vast collection of travel 
information, experiences, and reviews from a worldwide 
community of thousands of travelers. 
 

 
Alex Trieb ´95 

 
Nina Arrowsmith ´98, a successful non-fiction publishing 
professional, cannot get enough of books and is busy 
running from one book fair (NY) to another (Leipzig).  

 

 
Nina Arrowsmith „98 

Denia Djokic ´01, pursuing her graduate studies at the 
University of California at Berkeley, was in Washington, DC, 
with a group of nuclear engineering students to talk to 
lawmakers and appeal for support for the field they love. 

 

 
Denia Djokic „01 (4th from right) 

  

http://www.heute.at/news/oesterreich/wien/Japans-Prinzenpaar-auf-Wien-Besuch;art931,33436,B
http://www.wowowow.com/post/estee-lauder-granddaughter-aerin-on-jeans-minis-being-5-193768
http://www.wowowow.com/post/estee-lauder-granddaughter-aerin-on-jeans-minis-being-5-193768
http://www.vanityfair.com/online/style/2009/07/estee-lauder.html
http://www.tripwolf.com/
http://www.book-fair.com/en/company/press_pr/newsletter/july_2009/01388/index.html
http://www.prinz.de/magazin/buch/erzaehl-mir-von-den-guten-buechern,625534,1,Article.html
http://www.nei.org/resourcesandstats/publicationsandmedia/insight/insight-web-extra/nuclear-engineers-go-to-washington/
http://www.facebook.com/photo.php?pid=1062293&id=713596791
http://www.prinz.de/magazin/buch/erzaehl-mir-von-den-guten-buechern,625534,1-zoom,Gallery.html
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Globespotter Mailbag 
 
From the 60s 
Carolyn Battin ´65: Carol, Ellen ´67, and Jane Battin ‟70 
attended AIS during 1963-64.  They recently celebrated a 
60th birthday in Hawaii. 
 

 
Carol ´65, Jane ´70, and Ellen ´67 Battin 

 
Stephen “Steve” Remp ´65: Founder and Executive 
Chairman of SeaEnergy PLC (formerly Ramco), which is an 
offshore wind development company based in Aberdeen. 
 

 
Steve Remp ´65 

 
Peggy Taylor Lykins ´65 (lykinssouth@hotmail.comH): Living 
the retired life, currently splitting my time between Michigan 
and Florida.  Trying to keep up with my husband's four 
children and 12 grand-children.  Have picked up golfing as 
my favorite sport and genealogy as my favorite hobby. 
 
David Davenport ´66: Recently, after years of searching, I 
located the wife and daughters of Elias Menkes, who died in 
1981.  Elias was student body president at AIS during our 
senior year, 1965-66.  He was a wonderful young man who 
died too young to be much more than a faint memory to his 
girls.  If anyone from that era has any pictures or other 
memorabilia of him they would like to share, I would 
appreciate hearing from you.  The girls have never even 
seen his yearbooks.  I can be reached through my website at 
Hhome.earthlink.net/~daviddport/davidandsuziedavenport/. 
 
 

Robert "Fig" Newton ´67: Fig retired from the World Bank 
in 1999 and now lives on Denman Island in British Columbia, 
Canada.  He and his partner Andrew are cultivating 
vegetables, an orchard, and a small vineyard.  Denman is a 
refuge for aging hippies where folk aspire to self-sufficiency 
and flower power.  Fig is an amateur violinist and plays 
regularly in local chamber groups. 
 
Ken Taylor ´68: 1961-65.  When we lived in Vienna, there 
were my parents and 5 of their 8 children with us: John (for 
only 6 months), Kathy, Peggy, Millie, and I.  Both of my 
parents, as well as Kathy and Millie, have passed away.  
John lives in Kansas and Peggy lives in Michigan.  I live in 
Los Angeles and have 2 adult children, Joseph and Lisa.  
Joe came to the AIS reunion with me in 2005.  He has since 
married and has twin 2-year olds, making me the proud 
grandpa of two.  Lisa was married in August.  I was in 
Europe in September to assist with my son's move to 
Madrid.  I'm semi-retired, working in software consulting and 
real estate.  I'm also very active in supporting marriage 
equality, the repeal of Proposition H8, and other gay issues.   
 
My four years in Vienna are among the fondest memories of 
my life.  We met so many great people and families through 
AIS, the US Embassy, IAEA, scouting, and the local Mormon 
Church.  I'm still in touch with some of them (I just spent a 
day with Carolyn Sega Lowengart in Washington, DC).  I 
look back at our time in Vienna and recall that while we were 
there, I longed to be back home in the US.  But after we left, 
I longed to be back in Vienna.  Wien, Wien, nur Du Allein! 
 
Joan Wiener Jones ´68: I live in Paris for the time being. 
2nd child, Vera, got married to Kenta (Japanese) this year. 
3rd child, Ben, graduated from high school and attends 
Northeastern U. in Boston. 
 

 
Warren Brickell ´67 and Joan Wiener Jones ´68 

  

http://www.seaenergy-plc.com/index.html
mailto:lykinssouth@hotmail.comH
http://home.earthlink.net/~daviddport/davidandsuziedavenport/
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From the 70s 
Otto Liptak ´71:  38 years after graduating, Otto came back 
to AIS for the first time and “a very emotional experience”.  
He was amazed to see what had become of the campus. 
 

 
Otto Liptak ´71, taking a last look, again 

 

 
Otto Liptak ´71 and his wife Susanne 

 
Esther Rothblum ´72:  Professor of Women's Studies at 
San Diego State University, after 23 years as Professor of 
Psychology at the University of Vermont. She has edited 
some 30 books on women's issues.  If you're nearby, visit! 
 
Julius Spetter ´72 (spetter@everestmanagement.com)H:  
Presently in Toronto, would welcome anyone that would like 
to reconnect or keep in touch.   
 
John Gillcrist ´74:  Mom and dad had 10 kids.  We all 
attended, and eight of us graduated from, AIS. Our 
experience in Wien was great, and AIS played a significant 
role in enhancing that experience. It provided a wonderful 
springboard for life. I was in Dallas two weeks ago for a 
meeting with a gentleman I'd had never met before, Jose 
Simas.  He told me he had just been transferred from 
Vienna.  I told him I went to school in the 19th and he 
immediately asked if I attended AIS.  His kids had gone to 
school there and loved it.  Earlier, several years ago, I was in 
Washington, DC, for a very serious and sensitive meeting. 
The "ice was broken" when I shook hands with the host and 
introduced myself.  He looked at me for a minute and said, 
"Do you have a bunch of brothers and did you live in 

Vienna?"  I immediately started to laugh and ask how he 
might know that.  He was Karen Berky's ('77) husband, Tim 
Galvin.  My brother, Dan, was in Karen‟s class. 
 
Eric Affsprung ´75 attended AIS for 2nd grade. At that time, 
the school did not have a playground, so we had recess in 
the Vienna Woods, which was wonderful.  I am married with 
two sons and am a counseling center psychologist and a 
member of the faculty at Bloomsburg University in 
Pennsylvania.  My memories of AIS also include the big red 
buses that we rode to school, a Halloween haunted house 
that was created by some of the older students, climbing to 
the ceiling on ropes in the gym, and singing songs in our 
morning German language class. 
 
Deborah “Debbie” Dullaghan Mansell ´75:  I live in 
Janesville, WI, and have been married for 25 years to Mike. 
We have two children: Anna (24) and Eric (22). When Eric 
went to kindergarten, I finally went to college and graduated 
Summa Cum Laude from the University of Wisconsin-
Whitewater with a degree in Art/Graphic Design/Advertising. 
I have been working for a retailer for ten years putting 
together sale flyers and other projects.  You can find them at 
www.farmandfleet.com. I have two older step children: Mike 
Jr. (34) and Melissa (32).  They each have a daughter, and 
Mike has a son also.  We built and sold seven houses.  
Having lived in 4 of them, we decided to sell our last home 
and help our two youngest get through college.  I still dabble 
with art from time to time, but have yet to find a subject 
matter and medium that capture my interest for very long.  
Now that all of the kids are gone I have more time to do so.  I 
am very interested in naturopathic medicine and healthy 
eating.  I love going to the movies (my dad was a TV and 
movie actor) and reading and am currently exploring ways to 
broaden my horizons and activities.  After all, I've been an 
empty nester for four years now; it's about time I do 
something productive with my spare time, right?  I will be 
working as a hospice volunteer, but since I just recently lost 
my dad, I have to wait until next year to start.  I have had 
many experiences in my lifetime that I am thankful for, and 
many that are fodder for a book I am starting to write.  The 
years I spent with many of you in Vienna were some of the 
most colorful years of my life.  I look forward to reading 
about you in globespotter and catching up on Facebook. 
 
Michael W. Schmid ´76:   

 
Michael Schmid ´76 with baby Molly 

mailto:spetter@everestmanagement.com
http://www.farmandfleet.com/
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Jayn Butt Goldsen ´76: Attended AIS 1973-74. Sends her 
warmest greetings from Seattle, Washington. 
 
Richard Bernath ´77: Former AIS students Richard 
Bernath, David Bernath „78, and Wendy Bernath Kelley „80 
gathered with their families in Boca Raton to celebrate their 
parents‟ (Tony & Peg Bernath) 55th wedding anniversary 
and Tony's 80th birthday. The Bernaths attended AIS from 
1972-75; their dad worked with IBM. 
 
David Kohler ´77: All of the Kohler‟s wanted to attend the 
AIS 50th anniversary event very much.  However, I was the 
only family designee to report back on the celebration. 
 
A brief overview of the Kohler family follows:  Mom & Dad 
(Jim & Rachel) retired and living outside Atlantic City, within 
a kilometer of Jan Manganiello Kohler.  Jan has two 
daughters, Lauren & Lynn, sophomore in college and senior 
in High school.  Jan is a teacher married to a teacher.  
Brother Jim is the chief pilot for DuPont‟s aviation 
department and lives with his family in Wilmington, wife 
Karen and sons Michael (24) and Chris (22).  Little brother 
John lives outside Philadelphia with his partner Ida – no 
children – and is a manufacturing sales rep.  Little sister 
Mary Claire is a housewife in Bel Air, MD, with son Cameron 
(9), daughter Danielle (12), and husband Steve. 
 
Dave is living in Richmond, VA, working for the power 
company, single, healthy, happy, and having lots of fun. 
 

 
Family Kohler: Jim ’77, Dave ’78, Jan ’79, Mary ’82, and John ’83 

 
Saba Hocek-Pratt ´78: Attended AIS 1972-76 with her 
brothers Ali and Adam.  After Vienna, I lived in Iran, 
Germany, and Turkey.  I've been back in the US since 1980, 
living in New York City.  I am a computer programmer 
working as a consultant and married to a first-generation 
American.  We have a four-year-old son. 
 
John Jacobs ´78: I am married and living in Rockville, 
Maryland.  I have a son who lives in California, a daughter in 
high school, and two rat terriers.  Professionally, I am the 
CTO of Glen Canyon Partners where I design intelligent, 
networked utility meters.  My hobbies are wood turning and 
collecting / restoring exotic cars. 
 
Steve Hubler ´79: Now serving as Deputy Principal Officer 
at the US Consulate General in St Petersburg, Russia. 

Kevin Schmid ´78: Lives in 
Aledo, Texas, and practices 
law in Fort Worth.  He is 
married to Melissa and has 
three children, Kassie (21), 
David (16), and Connor (15).  
He owns a small firm 
dedicated to matrimonial law 
and is rated as one of the 
Texas Super Lawyers.  When 
not in court, Kevin spends 
time with his family traveling 
and skiing in Colorado.  Melissa and Kevin Schmid 
 
Steve Wilkinson ´78:  I work for one of the largest 
producers of biotechnologies for the food and beverage 
industry and am based in Brescia, Italy.  My wife Zlata is 
Czech and I am Anglo-Austrian – true Europeans.  I have 
contacts with Toni Wendrinsky and Tommy Binder and meet 
occasionally with Janice Duis when she comes to Vienna. 
 
Lydia (Bergen) Allen ´79:  My younger daughter Lilly got 
married on 30 May, two weeks after graduating Gordon 
College in Wenham, MA.  On 27 December 2008 our oldest 
daughter Heidi got married.  On July 10th our youngest son 
Michael became an Eagle Scout.  He has completed his first 
year of college, commuting to Providence; Lilly was home at 
least every other weekend last year while planning her 
wedding.  Or should I say while I was planning her wedding!  
In the meantime I'm still working fulltime at our local library 
and enjoying our 3-year-old granddaughter.  We are hoping 
now that the nest is emptying that we will get to travel more. 
Last Saturday we made it to Boston for our anniversary; only 
90 minutes away by train, it has been almost 30 years since 
we were last in the city.  Pretty sad! 
 

 
Family Allen 

 
Rochelle Hall (Perez-Venero) ´79: 
 

 
Zack, Rockie and Lucas 
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From the 80s 
Heather (Haliburton) Caughey ´80 
(HHeather.caughey@gmail.com):  I live in Stittsville, Ontario, 
a small town on the outskirts of Ottawa, with my husband, Al, 
boys, Cam (12) and Ian (10),  Maya the dog, and Spock the 
cat.  I work with the Public Health Agency of Canada as a 
policy analyst in children‟s health promotion.  Some of my 
favorite accomplishments for the year so far have been 
running the Boston Marathon and the Green Mountain Relay 
in Vermont.  Life is good here!   I would love to hear from my 
old friends – Christian, Alex, Mark, Olenka, Sven… – and am 
still in contact with Kris Caffier and Erin Payne. 
 
Cemsit (Jim) Kayalar ´82: Had his case study "Regal 
Carnation Hotel, Guam" published by Harvard Business 
School (www.biztuneup.biz). 
 
Kim Fellner Curtis ´82:  In June 2008 my dad, Chuck 
Fellner, was diagnosed with cancer of the liver.  He started 
chemotherapy treatment in Pittsburgh almost immediately.  
However, the treatment proved too hard on him and he 
passed away 18 December 2008 (almost 6 months to the 
day after his diagnosis).  Mom, Jean, is holding together 
pretty well.  It is an adjustment to say the least to be alone 
after 51 years marriage.   
 
We put Samuel (17) on an airplane to China on June 23, 
2009.  He was a People to People Student Ambassador and 
travelled through China and Hong Kong for 3 weeks, 
following in his sister‟s footsteps.  Christine (21) is a two-time 
Ambassador, having travelled to Australia (2003) and 
Europe (France, Monaco, Italy and Malta 2005).   Christine 
is in her senior year at Slippery Rock University, where she 
is studying to be a high school social studies teacher.  She is 
also a member of the indoor and outdoor track and field 
teams.  Both teams were the Pennsylvania State Athletic 
Conference champions in 2009.  SRU is a Division II school.  
William (13) has been active in several sports.  He played 
football, basketball, and track & field.  He also played junior 
league baseball.  As for Jeff and me, we are remodeling the 
downstairs bathroom in the house and preparing to sponsor 
an exchange student from Chile through the local Rotary 
Club.  We are excited about introducing the United States to 
a young person.  Groundhog Day is on a Tuesday in 2010--
BUT if anyone is interested in coming to town to witness the 
annual prognostication just let us know we'll hook you up! 
 
Teri Eliasson ´82 (rocksmudda@msn.com)H: At AIS from 
1978-80. I currently live in Idaho Falls, Idaho, and work as a 
registered nurse in the operating room at a local hospital.  I 
have been an OR nurse for 15 years and have 4 dogs and 5 
cats (yes I guess you can call me a crazy cat lady!!).  Would 
love to make contact with Ruba and Ramzi Faris. 
 
Erin DeDecker (Payne) ´82: My family was in Europe for 
two weeks back in July.  Frank, Sarah, Maddie, and I started 
our holiday with a few days in Salzburg and surrounding 
area.  We always love our trips back to Austria.  Nothing 
beats Austrian schnitzel and Sacher Torte!  Then we met up 

with Patricia (Leedy) Smith '82 and her family near Munich 
for a week.  We did lots of fantastic day trips and just 
enjoyed getting caught up with our good friends!  
Unfortunately, Pat had to stay back in Germany while the 
rest of us then drove to a quaint town nestled in the French 
Alps – to watch a couple of stages of the Tour de France.  
Yes, we were there to cheer for Lance Armstrong!  Back to 
Germany for a couple of days and then we headed home to 
Canada.  We had a super holiday with Pat, Scott, Madeleine 
and Graham.  Lots of laughs and way too much food and 
drink! 

 
Family DeDecker 

 
Erin DeDecker and Pat (Leedy) Smith ´82 

Maggie Leary Barrett ´82 (maggieb25@comcast.net): I am 
living in Richmond, VA, married for 8 years to Tim, and have 
a 7-year old daughter, Emma.  I work as the Admissions 
Coordinator for a small, progressive independent school in 
Richmond (Sabot at Stony Point), where Emma is in 2nd 
Grade.  I am in touch with former AISers periodically through 
Facebook.  My mother lives in Alexandria, VA.  My father 
passed away in 2002 from cancer.  My brother, John „01, 
passed away in 2003.  I would love to hear from old friends!  
If you will be coming to Richmond for any reason, look me 
up!  I look forward to the day I can visit AIS! 
 
K.C. Yeh ´86 (KCYeh@idsoftcapital.com.tw): Partner & Vice 
President of Investment in iD Branding Ventures Inc. Taipei. 
 

mailto:Heather.caughey@gmail.com
http://www.biztuneup.biz/
mailto:rocksmudda@msn.com
mailto:maggieb25@comcast.net
mailto:KCYeh@idsoftcapital.com.tw
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Rie Yamada (Hatakeyama) ´86: Returned to Japan to enter 
university and after graduation worked at the TV network 
station as a news reporter.  I married the master of tea 
ceremony and we dedicate the traditional Japanese culture 
in Kamakura, about 60km from Tokyo.  I am quite busy with 
my position and at the same time as a mother of 3 girls, 12, 
9 and 5 years old. 
 
Daniela Dolezal Frater ´87:  The newest additions to our 
family are: Emma (4) and Vincent (1), my sister Erika's 
children; Sophia (4) and Henry (2), my brother Christoph‟s 
children; and my twins Andrew and Stephan (both 1).  The 
baby in the family at the moment is Vincent, who is a week 
younger than mine, and I think he will be the youngest for a 
long time … as far as I have heard. 
 

 
Family Dolezal 

 
Jim Gorman ´87 (Hjaygeh@gmail.comH):  I just wanted to 
update you on what is going on with the Gorman family here.  
We are enjoying the summer months and had a wonderful 
time at the AIS Reunion in Washington DC.  I have a bunch 
of pictures up on my Facebook page; just get in touch with 
me there, and I can send you the link.  It was really nice 
seeing so many people that I have not seen in 20 years or 
so.  As for the family, we are doing well.  My daughter 
Finnan did break her arm playing, so the start of summer 
was kind of down because we could not get the cast wet.  I 
am officially a graduate school student starting this fall, 
working on my Masters in Public Health.  My parents are 
well.  My mom is semi-retired but takes on small jobs to keep 
busy.  My father works for the US federal government trying 
to fix some problems with Medicaid and Medicare.  My 
brother Mike ('88) lives up in Maine with his three kids and 
still does work as an illustrator, a very good one if I might 
add.  My other brother Chris ('91) lives in Scotland with his 
wife and daughter and is in the IT field.  He attended the 
50th Anniversary party in Vienna.  I would love to email or 
chat with anyone from AIS who wants to talk.  I really, really 
miss those good old days – everyone was so nice and cool 
and I love to hear what everyone is up to. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Monique Aguilar ´87:  Sent us this family picture: 
 

 
Mark `89, Monique ´87, Mrs. Aguilar, Mia ´86, Patricia ´83, and Mr. Aguilar 

 
Zeynep Gürkök-Müllner ´87 (z.guerkoek@ais.at): Farin 
(Sadr) Scheurer, who now lives in Washington, DC, was in 
Vienna recently.  We gathered the “Ladies of ´87” for a fun 
night with food, drinks, dancing, and laughter. 
 

 
Lill van Duyne, Jasenka (Oremovic) Loebus, Monique Aguilar, Parsoua 
(Abedi) Tomandl, Zeynep Gürkök-Müllner, and Farin (Sadr) Scheurer 

 
Kerem Kocer ´89:  Working with GE in Saudi Arabia in the 
field of long term services for power plants.  Married with one 
girl, Sena (7), and one newborn boy, Haluk Berk.  No pets 
and very little sports, unfortunately. 
 
Ivar Rezelman ´89:  Living in Belgium and working in the 
Netherlands as a company lawyer specialized in 
environmental planning.  Together with my wife Sabine, we 
are raising three lovely children, Lene (3), Lara (10), and 
Jade (12). 
 
Rachel Vine ´89 (raseov@yahoo.com): Currently living in 
NYC, working as an artist, and teaching art in a NYC public 
high school.  Looking forward to knowing what everyone else 
is up to and hoping to reconnect with others!  
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From the 90s 
Alex “Terry” Kelleher ´90 (www.alexkelleher.com):  
Working on my third start-up company, Cognitive Match 
(www.cognitivematch.com), for which we‟ve just raised 
funding!  Based in London now, it would be great to get in 
touch with others. 
 
Robert “Robby” Kornfeld ´90: Married, two children 
(Samina and Elias), living in Scheibbs (Lower Austria), 
writing computer software. 
 
 

Chris Gorman „91:   I was at the alumni celebrations (May 
2009, Vienna) this year with a number of my friends.  Below 
is a photo from my trip.  It is the biggest congregation of the 
class of „91 during the weekend.  We all had a great time; it 
was the first time some of us had seen one another since 
graduation.  
 

 
Chris Gorman, Marko Damnjanovic, Dusanka Kandija, Tony Danesi, 

Willem Davidzon, Nicolay Biorn-Lian and Flemming Bruhn 

 
Johannes "John" Buchholz ´92: After graduating from 
Webster University Vienna and working as a management 
consultant for Accenture in Europe for four years, John 
returned to the U.S., where he graduated with an MBA from 
Yale University.  He spent the following three years working 
in brand management/marketing for Nestlé USA in Southern 
California.  In 2007 John accepted the position of Managing 
Director of the German American Chamber of Commerce for 
the U.S. West Coast. 
 
Goran Protega ´92 (goran.protega@gmail.com): I am 
happily chugging away at my current job as a network 
administrator for an insurance company here in Zagreb and 
would very much like to hear from my old classmates.  
 
Andrea Karpati-Ezavi ´92: I am living in Dar Es Salaam, 
Tanzania, with my husband Fabrice and son Samuel (2).  I 
shall be working at a new clinic as a pediatrician.  We plan 
on staying another year or so, then move back to Tel Aviv. 
My brother Peter lives in London as a consultant anesthetist, 
raising his sweet daughter Lara Rachel (3).  A few months 
ago I was lucky to be able to meet my friend Alex Owe ‟92, 
who I am in regular contact with, but we only can meet on 
the rare occasion when I am in Europe.  She has three 
beautiful children, Kaia, Alice, and little Nils the newest 

addition, who just turned one.  Alex, Tom, and the kids live in 
France. 
 
Tansug Ok ´93 (tansug.ok@gmail.com): Studied at Webster 
University, Vienna and completed his MBA there.  He then 
embarked on an international career at Procter & Gamble, 
where he would work in the Vienna, Brussels, and Geneva 
offices for 7.5 years. Following this, Tansug joined the 
Turkish Ministry of Foreign Affairs.  He was assigned to 
Doha, Qatar, for his first post abroad.  Meanwhile, he got 
married to Zeynep in Istanbul on 31 August 2008.  After 
living for two years in Qatar, he is taking a new post in 
Strasbourg as Third Secretary in the Permanent Mission of 
Turkey to the Council of Europe.  
 
Ana Tajder ´93:  After years in diplomacy, followed by 
international marketing and finally, advertising, I started a 
new career as a writer and journalist.  My first book, "From 
Barbie to Vibrator", is a modern female coming-of-age story. 
It was successfully published in Croatia in 2008 and just 
came out in German as "Von der Barbie zum Vibrator".  I am 
currently finishing my second book, writing for Die Zeit, Die 
Presse, The Vienna Review, and Elle, and working on my 
PhD about singles in the capitalistic system. Also searching 
for a US/UK publisher for my book, as it was originally 
written in English.  I hope that it will soon be available in 
English.  More information: Hwww.tajder.comH. 
 
Martin Hogarth ´94:  My wife Daniella and I are very 
pleased and proud to announce the birth of our first child, 
Lucia Jane Hogarth, born 11 March 2009, weighing 7 lb 3, in 
Melbourne.  

 
Lucia Jane Hogarth 

 
Bassalla Mutua Simba ´94: It was an eventful & exciting 
year last year, when I moved to Dallas/Fort Worth, Texas, 
got married, and started a family.  We now have a beautiful 
baby girl named Kayla. 
 

 
Basalla Mutua Simba ´94 with Kayla 
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Arabelle Kamler ´95 (office@arabellekamler.at): She is the 
owner of the two companies: GastroBelle (Catering & Event 
Service) and FitnessBelle (Nourishment & Personal 
Training).  She would love to have contact from some of her 
AIS Vienna friends.  Website: www.arabellekamler.at. 

 
Mark Odette ´95 (modette@gmail.com): Married to Sheila 
Odette in 2004.  Lives in Monument, Colorado.  Has one 
dog, two cats.  Website: www.cowrw.com.  I'm on Facebook. 
 
Brian Bachman ´96: I am now living in Euless, Texas, half 
way between Dallas and Fort Worth.  Last August I 
graduated from Southern Methodist University with my 
Masters in Business Administration. I continue to work for 
Ernst & Young, where I have been employed since 2000.  
My job title is Assessment of Service Quality Lead and my 
job is to interview Ernst & Young clients to make sure they 
are receiving the quality service they expect.  My wife Abby 
and I will celebrate our sixth anniversary this month and 
enjoy our two-year-old golden retriever, Tucker. 
 
Christoph Monnet ´96 is a manager in the Transaction 
Services Strategy Group at PricewaterhouseCoopers in 
Frankfurt.  Currently engaged, no kids, two cats. 
 
Hiu Ng ´96:  I am now based in China running my own 
company and organization focused on climate change, 
poverty alleviation, and microfinance.  I would like to send 
my thanks to AIS for teaching me great things and giving me 
great teachers – I can never forget the special ones!  You 
can see on the following websites the projects I am running 
(www.51sim.org, www.51give.com, www.3rpg.com, and 
www.newpostcom.com.cn).  We have been chosen by 
President Clinton as his Clinton Global Initiative for 2009 and 
2010 and received the Global Asia Pacific Contribution 
Awards from China. 
 

 
Hiu Ng ´96 and Dan 

 
Jennifer Ballif Moeller ´96:  Currently lives in Belfast, where 
her husband is earning his PhD. She graduated from 
Queen's University Belfast last December with an MA in 
Music (Interdisciplinary Arts).  The next day she gave birth to 
their first child, Elizabeth, who is now her full-time employer. 
 
Nick Novak ´98:  Wanted to let everyone know I'm a Foreign 
Service Officer working at the US Embassy in Manila.  I'm 
also newly married to my wife Sarah. 
 
Marcus Adaktusson ´99 (marcus@adaktusson.se): At AIS 
between 1993-95.  Lives in Stockholm and works as a Press 
and Public Affairs Officer at Telenor Sweden (part of the 
Telenor Group). 
 

From the 00s 
Zeynep Guven ´00: After graduating from George 
Washington University with a BA in International Affairs, I 
worked at a science-policy nonprofit for three years on 
issues ranging from alternative building technologies to dirty 
bombs.  I recently earned a Masters in Public Policy Analysis 
at Georgetown.  I am currently working as a project manager 
at an advocacy organization called the Turkish Coalition of 
America that seeks to educate Americans on Turkey and 
issues pertaining to US-Turkish relations. 
 
Shereen Khairat ´01: Studied for four years in Dublin.  Lived 
in Cairo.  Moved to Mexico in September.  
 
Jerod Solomon ´01: Now in Los Angeles, I run a marketing 
business that I started last year (www.OnlineAdExpert.com). 
 
Claire van Steenderen ´02: Living in the Dutch architectural 
city of Rotterdam, I work at a department of the Ministry of 
Justice in Gouda as an ICT Recruitment Advisor.   I am still a 
big fan of horse riding and have found a new hobby –   
running.  I hope to run the Rotterdam Marathon in 2010. 
 
Sally Greenaway ´02: Fantastic news: I got into the Royal 
College of Music in London to study a post-graduate course 
in composition for screen and film – and have been awarded 
scholarships to help me study there!  As being an 
international student is incredibly expensive, and not coming 
from a wealthy family, I have been working very hard to 
fund-raise. Last Friday I held a sit-down concert featuring a 
smorgasboard of my original compositions performed by 
over 100 musicians throughout the night (from choirs to jazz 
big bands, to various classical and jazz combinations and 
instrumentalists from the School of Music here in Canberra). 
It was a sell-out concert and received rave reviews.  I am 
also selling my car, my pianos ... pretty much everything to 
help me fund my studies for the year.  I am so excited about 
this opportunity – the RCM is incredibly hard to get into and 
has a rich history and fine reputation. 
 
In other news, over the last year I have won two significant 
composition competitions – one for the APRA/Jazzgroove 
Mothership Orchestra National Big Band Composition 
Competition, where I was 1 of 4 finalists, and the youngest, 
only female, non-university-lecturer! The other was the 
Canberra International Music Festival Young Composers 
Competition, where I wrote for the world-class vocal sextet 
Rajaton. More on my website: Hwww.sallygreenaway.com.auH. 
 
Alex Paya ´05: I am studying plant physiological ecology at 
Cornell University.  I graduated in ´09 from Ohio Wesleyan 
University, loved every bit of it, and would recommend it to 
anyone seeking a liberal arts degree.  I was there with 
around six other AIS alumni and, except for the small-town 
atmosphere, it was a great experience. 
 
Temitope Maiyegun ´05:  I graduated from the University of 
Pennsylvania in 2009 with a BA in Biology and am attending 
Tufts University School of Dental Medicine in Boston. 
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Caroline Schwanzer ´08 (caro.beijing@mac.com) is a 
sophomore at Stanford University. 
 
Lise Hisakawa ´08: I am currently in San Francisco, 
studying at the Academy of Art University, majoring in 
Industrial Design, taking summer classes outside of my 
major and enjoying them.  I am happy to be out of the dorms 
and walking everywhere in the city with friends, though I 
recently learned to drive.  After summer semester I visited 
Vienna and my parents. 
 

 
Lise Hisakawa ´08 (2nd from right) and friends in front of the Coit Tower 

 
Shaymaa Al-Riyami ´09: Is at Georgetown University in 
Doha.  The campus contains five colleges: Carnegie Mellon, 
Texas A&M for Engineering, VCU for Graphic Design, 
Georgetown University, and Weill Cornell Medical College.   
She is in a campus dorm, which is very safe.  The course of 
study is quite intensive.  She is happy. 
 
It‟s typically like the American system, but since the school 
population is smaller than in the States, the professors, all 
very friendly, know their students better.  It‟s like one big 
family.  Students can also go for a semester or more as 
exchange students in Washington, and Shaymaa may take 
advantage of the opportunity in either the 3rd or 4th year. 
 
There is much to do on campus – parties and sports and 
activities.  Life is fairly relaxed.  Each university has a dining 
hall for lunch or dinner; they prepare their own breakfasts in 
the dorm.  Shaymaa shares a small apartment, one bedroom 
with a bathroom, kitchen, dining, and living area. 
 
She auditioned and was chosen for some university jazz 
singing.  Later she would like to join the choir group.  She 
has a lot of friends from different countries.  She met a 
German student and found five other German-speaking 
students with one professor, so she decided to develop a 
conversation group in order to keep up with her German.  At 
the moment she is studying Arabic, which is important for 
her in this area.  The university is just ninety minutes from 
Oman, so there is not much difference in weather conditions.  
It is also close enough to get home for holidays. 
 
Shaymaa would love to have news about Kassanthra Coyne, 
Chiara Whichello, and Parisma (Pari). 

Kaoru Inoue ´10 (schatz_mit_der_liebe@yahoo.co.jp): I am 
now attending Ritsumeikan Uji Senior High School.  I study 
all the subjects in English, so I hope my English is improving. 
Right now I live in Uji City, a tiny town in Kyoto Prefecture. 
It's a good place to live; however, I really miss AIS.  I'd love 
to see you sometime in the future.  
 
Herbert Traub ´18:  Composed and performed his own 
piano piece, “Froehlich Sein,” at a students‟ concert at 
Munich International School in June.  It‟s on YouTube.  After 
holidays in Italy and Vienna, he began fourth grade at MIS in 
the fall. 
 
 

Faculty and Staff 
Sharon Perkins Eshler (seshler@hanover.k12.va.us): (1st 
and 3rd Grade teacher) I am living outside of Richmond, 
Virginia, in my 35th year of teaching as a reading specialist 
with Hanover County Public Schools at Kersey Creek 
Elementary.  My husband and I are also busy with a large 
vegetable garden and fruit trees, kayaking on the 
Chesapeake Bay or at Lake Monticello, and biking "rails to 
trails" paths, a love of which certainly originated with biking 
along the Danube.  We have three sons, a daughter in law, 
and the first grandchild, Dresden, named after the city where 
my oldest son studied for a year.  My years in Vienna were 
very happy ones and I invite former students and colleagues 
to visit or to get in touch.  
 
Edith A. Copley (edie.copley@nau.eduH):  Music teacher for 
MS + HS (1982-86).  Since 1990 Professor and Director of 
Choral Studies Northern Arizona University, Flagstaff.  
Conducts the NAU Shrine of the Ages Choir Teaches 
graduate conducting and choral literature. H 

 
Marcel Demiranda   (AKA "Mr. D."):  1973-74 Teaching 
Principal, grades 3-5 at AIS Annex School in conjunction 
with I.I.A.S.A.  Later, 6th grade teacher at AIS 1974-75. 
Retired and living on a six-acre parcel in the country near 
Eugene, Oregon. Daughter, Celene attended 1st and 2nd 
grade at AIS.  I'm now a happy grandfather of Josephine 
Chloe de Miranda Davies. See my "arboretum" at 
www.ecolodgegardens.shutterfly.com/H. 
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Parents 
The Bunger Family:  Bette & Reid, Joseph Reid, Brad & 
Christina and son Alex enjoyed all the festivities of the AIS 
50th Celebration.  It was really wonderful greeting friends 
from long ago and seeing all the AIS improvements.   The 
three weeks we were in Vienna were jam packed with 
people to see and things to do.  We enjoyed every minute.  
 
The Targett Family: We are finally settled back into life in 
Seattle, Washington, after our wonderful two years at AIS.  
It‟s not been easy, as we had quite a cleanup job to do on 
our home that we rented while we were gone (not our 
tenants fault, we left it with lots of deferred maintenance), 
and both Henry and Luke started in new schools: Henry at 
Seattle Prep for his freshman year in high school and Luke 
at Seattle Academy for 7th grade.  Also, life back in America 
was a bit of an adjustment after enjoying the European 
lifestyle of family, slower meals, and travel and discovery.  
We were lucky to enjoy Vienna again for spring break, and it 
was really nice to connect again with the wonderful friends 
that we made there.  In fact, Henry and Luke spent a whole 
week of their break going to school at AIS – now that is 
really something for two middle school boys to want to go to 
SCHOOL for their break!  They are both playing lots of 
tennis (still).  Henry is playing the piano in his school‟s jazz 
band, and Luke is playing the electric guitar in his school‟s 
instrumental band.  We have a new addition since we‟ve 
returned to Seattle, a new blue merle Aussie puppy named 
Bella!  She is keeping our older red tri company, but he 
misses the horses and carriages in Vienna!  Cheers!  Best 
wishes to the American International School in Vienna! 
Fondly, Michael, Laura, Henry and Luke Targett 
 
 

Share Your Information With Us 
The AIS Globespotter welcomes news from all AIS alumni. 
To share information on your whereabouts, jobs, families, 
pets, sports, etc., please contact us at: alumni@ais.atH.  To 
update your online profile, you can also visit 
www.ais.at/dev/AISVAlumniDatabase.htm. 
 
For information on AIS, please visit our website 
www.ais.at/dev/index.htmH.  To check the Alumni pages, to 
sign up on the alumni database, or to read the Extranet, if 
asked for a password, please enter 40132. 
 
 

Alumni Class Representatives 
Thank you all for representing your class so well!  For the 
complete list of Class Representatives, please go to 
www.ais.at/dev/alum_contact_b.htm. 
 
We still need Class Representatives for 1966 and 1968.  We 
would also like to recruit “Country Representatives” to help 
organize events and reunions in your area.  If you would like 
to be a Representative, please write to us at alumni@ais.at. 
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