
1 | P a g e  

 

 
…. spotting AIS·Vienna alumni around the world 

Autumn 2008 
 

 
THE ALUMNI ASSOCIATION OF  

THE AMERICAN INTERNATIONAL SCHOOL · VIENNA, AUSTRIA 
Salmannsdorfer Strasse 47, A-1190 Vienna, Austria 

Tel:  +43 1 40 132-0 / Fax:  +43 1 40 132-5  
E-Mail:  Z.Guerkoek@ais.at / Website:  http//www.ais.at 

 
 

The American International School · Vienna 
Celebrating 50 years of Excellence, Community, Spirit, and Pride 

 

Cordially Invites you to a 

 
Holiday Party and School Reunion 

Reunite with friends, celebrate the holidays, and support the  

AIS Students for Tomorrow Project* 

 
Thursday, December 18, 2008 

 

18:30 until 20:30 

Welcome and Remarks from Director Stern,  

and a Representative from Students for Tomorrow 

 

American International School · Vienna Cafeteria 
 

Please RSVP via email to Zeynep Gürkök-Müllner at z.guerkoek@ais.at 

Holiday attire is encouraged! Please enter AIS from Salmannsdorfer Strasse! 
       

* Students for Tomorrow, an AIS service-learning group, will travel to an orphanage in Ghana in 
February 2009. They will be teaching a workshop as part of a literacy campaign and delivering 
school materials.  Please consider supporting this worthwhile project by purchasing a bracelet 
(Euro 5) or making a financial contribution during the reunion evening.  Thank you! 
 

mailto:Z.Guerkoek@ais.at
mailto:z.guerkoek@ais.at
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LETTER FROM THE DIRECTOR 
 
Dear American International School Vienna Alumni, 
 
Last year was a banner year at AIS!  After 25 years of wishing, the dream of a new theater is about to 
become a reality.  At a special General Assembly on 28 May 2008, the parents gave their approval 2:1 
to a Campus Improvement Project that will see the construction of an Arts Center comprised of two 
parts.  One part will be a new building housing a 450 seat theater, a black box theater that will provide 
uninterrupted space for drama classes as well as student directed plays, small productions, concerts 
and recitals, dressing and make up rooms, a scenery workshop, storage space and additional 
performing arts studios.  Construction of the other part has already begun.   Two more floors are being 
set on top of the Middle School wing to provide new Middle and High School art studios that will be 
designed with greatly increased space and light and three generous classrooms.  
 
It is a credit to our outstanding drama, art and music teachers that they have consistently produced 
excellent plays, concerts and student art work in truly inadequate facilities.  The new facilities will 
enable them to challenge students in new ways and open the door to teaching stagecraft, lighting and 
design, dance and using new media in the arts.  The new facilities will also provide enough seats for 
parents and guests to enjoy student productions and performances without being turned away or 
having to stand.  They will provide places where we can invite prominent members of the community 
to share their experience with students and visiting artists to perform.  
 
It is a fitting way to celebrate our 50

th
 Anniversary.  Here in Vienna, inspiration and home of 

groundbreaking artists, writers, composers and musicians, we take seriously our responsibility to carry 
on the traditions and provide an outstanding arts program that will inspire all our students and 
encourage them to develop their talents.   
 
We look forward to welcoming your visits and your support for this dramatic next step for the American 
International School. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Ellen Deitsch Stern 
Director 
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LETTER FROM THE DIRECTOR OF DEVELOPMENT 

 
 
Dear AIS Alumni, 
 
As we embark on our 50th Anniversary year, The American International School · Vienna is bustling 
with activity! There are 800 students learning valuable lessons in our classrooms, exerting their 
athletic energy on our fields and in our gyms, and expressing their wonderful artistic abilities in the 
theatre and studios. We are off to a great start this school year, and the teachers and staff are just as 
busy. One of our staff’s biggest efforts this year involves planning the reunions and events surrounding 
AIS’s 50th Anniversary celebration! We hope you’ll be a part of this special event taking place from 
Friday, May 22 through Monday, May 25, 2009.  
 
Over the years, we’ve heard countless stories from former students, parents, faculty and 
administrators about what AIS has meant to them. As a student it might have been a special teacher 
who helped build your confidence.  As a parent it might have been the opportunity to see your child in 
a theater or musical production that gave them a life-long love for the arts.  As a faculty member or 
administrator it might be a friendship you formed with your colleagues from around the world.  We 
hope you’ll take this time to consider how much your time at AIS has meant to you.  
 
We ask you to join with other AIS alumni who recognize the value of an AIS education and annually 
support our school and its students.  Your contribution is central to the ongoing success of our 
students, and we want to inform you of two specific projects underway now. With your help, the 
following initiatives will have a significant impact on our students and alumni for years to come! 
 

Campus Improvement Project: Arts Center and Theater 
On May 28, 2008, AIS parents approved a Campus Improvement Project that includes building a new 
state-of-the-art Arts Center and Theater and an addition of two floors to the Middle School.  The Arts 
Center and Theater is the culmination of 30 years of dreaming and two years of intensive planning by 
the Executive Board, the faculty, and the world-renowned architectural firm of Holzbauer & Partner.  
Every student, teacher, and parent of AIS will use the 450-seat theater to perform, play, dance, sing, 
applaud, listen and learn.  It is a place where the AIS community will come together.  We encourage 
you to “Buy a Seat or a Star in the Theater” by returning the enclosed form.    

 

Buy a Star + Alumni 
Fund.pdf

 
 

Office of Alumni Affairs 
With the decision to create an Office of Alumni Affairs in 2008, AIS is moving forward to increase the 
capabilities of the office to meet alumni needs and to foster a strong partnership between students and 
alumni.  Technology for tracking alumni, an online resume and job resource center, and more events 
hosted by AIS worldwide are current goals for this office. Who better to give feedback to AIS students 
on a university choice or a career path?  Who better to serve as a voice for AIS in your community and 
around the world?  To direct your donation here, check the appropriate space on the Alumni Annual 
Fund form enclosed.  
 
AIS is a worldwide community dedicated to excellence and filled with community, pride and spirit.  
Whether you attended for a short time, graduated from AIS, or were part of the faculty and 
administration, we hope you have some special memories from your time here. It takes students, 
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parents, faculty, alumni, and friends of AIS to make this school the great school it is.  Please join the 
team by returning the response form with your contribution. Thank you and we hope to hear from you 
soon! 
 
Sincerely,  
 
Pamla H. Moore 
Director of Development 
 
To be part of the Arts Center and Theater Capital Campaign team as a member of the Arts Center 
Leadership Committee, as a co-chairman of the 50th Anniversary Celebration, or to discuss naming 
opportunities in the Arts Center, please call Pamla Moore at (d) +43.1.40.132.243 or e-mail at 
p.moore@ais.at.   

 
 

 
 

LETTER FROM THE DIRECTOR OF ALUMNI 
 

  
Then … 

 
Hi my dear Alumni! 
 
My name is Zeynep Gürkök-Müllner.  I am the new Alumni Affairs Director and an alumni of AIS· 
Vienna myself (Class of ´87).   
 
Thanks to the recent establishment of an Alumni Office at AIS, we are now able to provide a wide 
range of interesting services and benefits for the former students, parents, teachers and staff. We 
unite alumni who are interested in the accomplishments and the future progress of AIS and we 
support activities of AIS with focus on the advancement of educational programs and personal 
financial support of the school. 
 
I would like to update you briefly on some of the upcoming and presently ongoing projects in the 
alumni office:  
 

 We are busy cleaning up the new alumni / fundraising database which we have installed 
recently.   

 We are in the midst of planning the 50
th
 Anniversary Celebration Weekend of AIS which will 

take place from the 22
nd

 through the 25
th
 of May 2009.  

 There are quite a lot of external reunions taking place outside of Austria in 2008 and 2009, 
which are put together by former AIS students and are on their way of being finalized.  The 
alumni office is actively involved in planning and organizing of these events.   

 We are still on the road to improving the Alumni section of the AIS website.   

mailto:p.moore@ais.at


5 | P a g e  

 

 AND, of course, there is the non stop updating of the alumni data which includes assigning 
and informing the class representatives of the updates. 

 
We hope to see many of you at the reunion weekend in May 2009.  Until then, stay healthy, happy and 
keep in touch with us on regular basis! 
 
Servus aus Wien, 
Zeynep  

… and Now 

 
 

 

 
 
 

SHARE YOUR INFORMATION WITH US... 

 
The AIS Vienna Globespotter welcomes news from all AIS alumni. Please share 
information on your whereabouts, jobs, families, pets, sports, etc. with all of us and 
contact the AIS Alumni Affairs Office at Z.Guerkoek@ais.at. For information on AIS, 
please visit our website www.ais.at and check the Alumni pages or click on Extranet, 

enter the password 40132. Thank you! 

 
 

 
 
 
 

mailto:Z.Guerkoek@ais.at
http://www.ais.at/
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REUNION ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

SAVE the DATE:  

AIS  · Vienna 50th Anniversary  
 

 
 

 

Celebration Weekend 

22.-25. May 2009 
(This corresponds with the American Memorial Day Weekend)  

**Would you like to serve on a committee for the 50th Celebration?  We seek a weekend full 
of school spirit, pride, and community participation. Contact: Z.Guerkoek@ais.at ** 

 

** TENTATIVE PROGRAM FOR THE REUNION **  

Friday, May 22nd 2009:  (No school – AIS is closed this day) – Evening at a Viennese Heurige with 
food and music 

Saturday, May 23rd 2009:  Downtown (Ring) tram ride during the day.  “50th Anniversary” Event in the 
evening 

Sunday, May 24th 2009:  A free day to do sightseeing with family + friends 

Monday, May 25th 2009:  A full day at AIS (visiting classes, career talks in the library, lunch in the 
cafeteria, sports on the field or gym …)  

  
There might be changes to the agenda above due to unforeseen reasons which might arise during the 
run of the preparation time for the anniversary.  Exact details (time, venue …) and sign up sheets will 
follow in due time! 

 

** SUGGESTION FOR ACCOMMODATIONS ** 

We, AIS, have been offered special rates in two hotels in the near vicinity of our school. If you are 
planning to come to the 50th anniversary celebrations weekend and are looking for a place to stay, 
here are the two suggestions from us:  

mailto:Z.Guerkoek@ais.at
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Hotel KAISER FRANZ JOSEPH: 

Single room Standard - EUR 84 
Single room Comfort - EUR 88 
Double room Standard - EUR 98 
Double room Comfort - EUR 103 

The above rates are per room, per night and include buffet breakfast, all service charges and taxes. 

Phone Number: +43 / 1 / 329 00 - 0 
E-mail Address: res.kfj@deraghotels.de  
Website: http://www.deraghotels.de/pages/KFJ.htm 

Hotel SCHILD:  

Single room - EUR 81 
Double room - EUR 128 
Double room as Single room use - EUR 118 

Phone Number: +43 / 1 / 440 4044 - 0  
E-mail Address: office@hotel-schild.at 
Website: http://www.hotel-schild.at/ 

The above rates are per room, per night and include buffet breakfast, all service charges and taxes. 

  

Please take note:  

 

1.) When making your reservations, don´t forget to mention the name "American International School· 
Vienna" and  
2.) The 21st of May 2009 is Ascension Day, hence a long weekend, meaning more tourists in town 
than usual.  Book your rooms early so you actually get one!  

 

 

* * * * * 

 

AIS· Vienna REUNION in WASHINGTON DC 

19.-21. June 2009  

For more information please contact Leslie Solomon (´88)  
at leslie@solomonster.org 

 
 

 
 
 

mailto:http%3A//www.hotel-schild.at/
http://www.deraghotels.de/pages/KFJ.htm
mailto:http%3A//www.hotel-schild.at/
http://www.hotel-schild.at/
mailto:leslie@solomonster.org
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REUNION PICTURES 
 

New York Reception – 20. February 2008 at Sara Nardi´s Place 

 

      
                       Jon ´78 and Sara ´83   Dana ´81, Nick ´99 and Cambria ´01 

      
Tina ´89 and Mike ´88       Director Ellen Stern 

 
 
 

New York Reunion – June 2008 – organized by Tracey White – Class of ´83!  

 
   

   Tracey and Celine 
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  Rheni, Peggy, Joel and Roberta 

 
 

   Tracey, Tom, Nawshi and Chhaya 
 

 

 

Pennsylvania Reunion – June 2008 – organized by Lucy Cadwallader (Barcanic) - Class of 

´78!  (If you want to see more pictures from this reunion take a look at: 

 http://picasaweb.google.com/raddar1359/AIS2008  

 http://s284.photobucket.com/albums/ll5/formlarry/AIS%20REUNION/  
 

 

  John, Lucy, Richard, Tom and Janice   
 

http://picasaweb.google.com/raddar1359/AIS2008
http://s284.photobucket.com/albums/ll5/formlarry/AIS%20REUNION/
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      Larry, Jim and Steve 
 

  Loni, Jim and Ron 
 

Checking out the good old AIS yearbook   
 

  Tamara and Eran 
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Vienna Reunion – May 2008 – organized by Mimi Koch and Maria Trieb - Class of ´00!  (If you 

want to read more about this reunion take a look at: http://knightsunite.com/index.php ) 
 
 

       
 

 
 

 
 

   
 
 

http://knightsunite.com/index.php
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PICTURES FROM THE SCHOOL 
 

 

   
 

The Kino (theater) during the Summer Break ´08 
 

 
 

The Bubble (old tennis courts) and the elementary school playground 
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3:15 p.m. – the AIS parking lot    

 

 
 

     
 

The Coffee Corner 
 

 
 

Ramon (our K-12 technology assistant) busy helping out with the voting procedure for  
our Campus Improvement Project 
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21 September 2008 - The American International School Vienna performs at the 

Hofburg Palace. 

 
  Both AIS and the Hofburg are celebrating their 50

th
 anniversary!   

(Photos provided by Mr. Bob Medeiros – a present AIS parent) 

 

         
 

AIS students   The audience 
 

           
 
Mrs. Bonnie Reinitzer  Mrs. Kathy Heedles 
 

           
 

AIS students                                     Mrs. Ellen Stern Mrs. Deborah LoCascio 
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An all school gathering (Book Awards) at the Upper Gym  
 

 
 

 

          
 

 
 

Construction works on the AIS premises:  
Extension of the Middle School (addition of two new floors) 
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The Good Bye (retirement) Party  
For Imi (Latbury) and Margit (Maehrenhorst)  

June 2008 – AIS·Vienna Cafeteria 
 

 
 

Mr. Glass, Henny, Mrs. Glass, Imi, Mrs. Hartwig, Ms. Burke, Margit,  
Mrs. Gürkök and Ms. Brizi 

 
 

 
 

Mrs. Augustine and Imi 
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 Margit and Mrs. Winner 

 

Mr. Pat and Dr. Prossinger   

 

     Mr. Marinucci                               
 

 

Dr. Richards and Mr. Battaglino     
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IN MEMORIAM 
 

 
 

 
 
 

It is with great sadness that we share with you the loss of Hugh Linley, husband of Courtney (Hill) 
Linley (Class of 1986).  Hugh was involved in an accident on the Ringstrasse on 7 June 2008 in 
Vienna and passed away 3 days later.   He was crossing the Ring to pick up their son, Aidan, at a 
birthday party at the Radisson hotel.  As it was the first day of the EURO 2008 Football, all the action 
was taking place near the Rathaus and there was barely any traffic at the end of the Ring where Hugh 
was.  Since the automobile traffic all comes from the right, Hugh was looking to the right and crossed 
as there was only one car further down the road. He failed to see the tram approaching from the left at 
30-40 Km per hour and suffered severe head and other injuries.  He was taken by helicopter to the 
hospital, where he remained in a coma for 3 days before he died.   
  
Hugh leaves behind, Courtney and their young children Vienna (age 9) and Aidan (age 7).  Both 
children also attend AIS, where Hugh worked as a 3rd Grade Teachers Assistant. Hugh was wonderful 
with children and was in the process of working to get his teaching certificate to become a teacher.  If 
you didn't know Courtney, you may remember her sister, Carrie (Hill) Loebus, Class of 1988, or their 
mother Ann (Hill) Winner (First Grade Teacher at AIS for over 30 years).  Courtney's father (Jack Hill) 
taught high school English at AIS from 1970-1976.  He passed away in '76 due to a brain tumor. 
  

If you would like to contact Courtney, she can be reached at teamlinley@hotmail.com. 

 

 

mailto:teamlinley@hotmail.com
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IN THE MAILBAG 
News directly from the Alumni 

 

 

The recent graduation of my son, Daniel (17), from high school brought back fond memories of 
my own graduation from AIS back in 1985. I have never forgotten AIS; I would love to return for a visit 
some day! I have been married for eighteen years and my husband and I have another son, Brandon 
(14). We live in Germantown, Maryland and I currently work for a health insurance company. I have 
plans, within the next two years, to pursue a Master's degree in either Human Services or Social 
Work--concentrating in Gerontology. If anyone knows the whereabouts of Connie Dolin, please e-mail 
me at dianesolbach@yahoo.com . 

Take Care!   

Diane Solbach nee Bowyer  
Class of '85 

 
 
My family (Frank, Sarah and Maddie) and I (Erin PAYNE '82) were in Belgium last summer for a visit. 
We were visiting with family on my husband's side. Then we went to London, England for the start of 
the Tour de France bike race. Lots of fun and very exciting! Finally we ended our trip visiting Pat 
(LEEDY '82) Smith and her family; in England. We see Pat, Scott, Madeleine and Graham every 1-2 
years. They'll join us here in Canada for a holiday this summer. 
  
Last month Frank and I took our girls to California for March Break. We visited with Olenka (STECIW 
'81) Villarreal, her husband Robert, and two daughters (Emma and Ava). It had been about 10 years 
since I had last seen Olenka. We had a great time reconnecting and had lots of laughs! Just like AIS 
days! 
  
Always look forward to reading the Globespotter. 
Bye for now, 
 
Erin (Payne '82) DeDecker 

mailto:dianesolbach@yahoo.com
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Here is the e-mail (sonkeri@fairpoint.net) which we got from Sunny before she arrived to 
Vienna: “I send you greetings..............My name is Sunny Murdock Sonker and I was an Intermediate 
School teacher at AIS-Vienna from 1966 to 1968. My husband, Irv Sonker, was a Marine Security 
Guard at the U.S.Embassy and we were married in Vienna in 1968. 
  
This year is our fortieth wedding anniversary and our two sons have arranged a family trip for all of us 
which will culminate in Vienna from May 29th to June 1st, 2008. I am very hopeful that I can share AIS 
with my family on Friday, May 30th, 2008. Please let me know if this will work.”   
 
And it sure did work.  Sunny did visit AIS, as the first picture below proves, and then later on shared a 
glass (or two) of heurige wine with her family.   Sunny, we hope to see you again one day in good old 
Wien! 

 

 
 

In the gym where I was so pleased to see something that 
wasn't dramatically changed from the past 

 

 
 

Enjoying a fabulous lunch just two blocks down from the school and that hadn't changed either 

mailto:sonkeri@fairpoint.net
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Before going to Vienna, Sunny Murdock Sonker and family stopped in Scotland and had a wonderful visit with 
another former AIS teacher, Janet Paton. Many things change but more things stay the same. 

 

 
 

A photo update from Daniela Frater (Dolezal) – Class of ’87   
mailto:dgfrater@optonline.net 

 

 

 
 

Hope - Thomas 
Stephan and Andrew 

 

 
 

mailto:dgfrater@optonline.net
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Ryan Fischer (trskfisher@sbcglobal.net) wrote: “After graduating from AIS 1991 I went to Berkley 
College of music in Boston to study voice. 1992 dropped out to work as a guitarist with RCA in a band called 
the Verge. Messed that up by going to Australia for 7 months to work another job.  
 
In 1993 I moved to Iowa to complete a political science degree at The University of Iowa in Iowa City and 
worked as a guitarist in Big Bands, Calypso, Reggie, Jazz, and Classical. 40 or so students and gigs is how I 
survived. Around 1996 I started teaching next to legendary Bob Black at the Guitar Foundation in I.C. Bob 
joined Bill Monroe's band (The Father of Blue Grass) on banjo at the age of 17 and was one of Bill's favorite 
players for his ability to interpret fiddle tunes. He is considered one of the best banjo players in the world. 
Soon I purchased a 5-string banjo. Many things transpired after this including starting a business, and 
eventually going back to Graduate school in education.  
 
While walking down the street one day I ran into Tommy Zlabinger. (I ran in to his mom at a festival a few 
years earlier, my English teacher at AIS). Tommy was playing bass on a gig in Iowa City that night so his 
band crashed at my place. That was cool to see Tommy. We were fast friends at AIS. We were both boners 
in the high school band. I love that guy.  
 
In 2001 I met my wife. Moved to teach high school history in Chicago. The Old Town School of Folk Music 
offered me a job in 2003. My first son Evan is born. My second son Orin is born 2007. OTS puts me in the 
center of folk scene in Chicago. The banjo gigs replaced the guitar gigs. I currently work with a successful 
Americana bluegrass band called Tangleweed. We have been charted worldwide, have won awards been in 
magazines and are considered cutting edge, traditional artists. We all read music and have studied Bach. 
Our new album is out called MOST FOLK HEROS STARTED OUT AS CRIMINALS Check us out 
www.tangleweed.org.  
 
So that's where I am at now. AIS was a very special time for me and I relish those moments that changed 
me. My life took a very different path because of AIS. Just wanted to say hi and thank you.”    

 

 

 

 

mailto:trskfisher@sbcglobal.net
http://www.tangleweed.org/
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   Here is a message from Prof. Modica (orsini@utanet.at): “I would be very pleased to hear from 

any of my former Elementary Students and especially those who were members of the AIS ELEMENTARY 

CHOIR during my years at AIS (1966-1993).   I’d love to hear how “life is treating you” and if music and 

singing has remained a part of your life since you were at AIS.   All the best to you all.   Prof.  Frank A. 

Modica   (of course Frank to you all).”  

 
 

A surprise e-mail came from Mr. Richard “Paisan” Marrone (rhmarrone@hotmail.com) who was the 
Math Head in the Upper School from 1968 to 1970, as well as the Physics instructor :  
 

 
 

“There is so, so much to tell you, so let me give you a quick outline. 
  
After 2 years at Fitchburg HS in Massachusetts as Dean of Students, I worked as Education Manager at 
Medtronic, the pace maker giant, in Minneapolis, and then we returned to Sweden. (In the meantime, son 
number 3 came along in 1971, Marcello, joining Rico and Nilo.) 
  
In November of 1973, Anneliese was struck down and killed by a drunk driver as she was waiting for a bus. 
She was carrying our 4th child, who would have been a girl. The nightmares have never subsided. 
  
In August of 1974, my boys and I went to Islamabad, Pakistan, and I taught at ISI for 5 years, which was one 
of the best decisions I ever made. Why? Well, I met Margareta, a Swedish diplomat, there, the first day she 
arrived in 1975, and we married in 1976. We have no children together, but she has been a caring mother for 
my 3 sons.   
 
After Pakistan, it was back to Sweden for 2 years, then to Chile for four, then Stockholm for one, Singapore 
for 3-yep, SAS, where Marcello had an amazing high school career, receiving the faculty's award as the 
outstanding Senior, captaining several sports, Model UN, debate and public speaking awards, umpteen AP 
courses, and then a scholarship to the University of Pennsylvania. (Rico went to Dartmouth, as I did, and Nilo 
to St. John's, the Great Books School in Annapolis and Santa Fe, and like Cello, they both received terrific 
financial aid packages.) 
  
After Singapore, it was 3 years in Mexico City, followed by 4 in Kuwait, then 4 in Stockholm, teaching is 

mailto:orsini@utanet.at
mailto:rhmarrone@hotmail.com
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Swedish schools, in Swedish (an easy language), another posting in Mexico City, 4 years this time, after 
which Maggis retired in 2004 and we came back to Sweden for good.  I continued at my Swedish school until 
2006, at which time we gave up our large apartment in Stockholm and bought a home in a middle sized 
village about 220 km from Stockholm.  Along the way, I got an M Ed from Mass State, Fitchburg, a Fil Kand-
like an Masters degree-from Stockholm University, and finally a Ph D in physical science from one of those 
California places, Pacific Western, which doesn't have the best reputation, but nonetheless got me writing, 
and writing... 
  
So far, I have finished 50 Volumes of 'Richie's Book of Science', and 15 of my autobio, 'Richie's Story', all 
great fun and harmless hobbies!  I have used my science stuff when I taught, and there is a possibility that 
some of the 50 odd Volumes will make it into 'real print'. Just now they are separately bound in leather, you 
know, in 'vanity editions', taking up space in my library.  During my teaching stints, I also coached quite a few 
'championship' school teams in most of the places I taught, all of which gave all of us great pleasure. I still 
look about the same, lean but not so mean, and make sure I sweat every day! 
 
Rico and his two sons, Balou, 14, and Miro, 12, live in Granada, Spain, where Rico has his own Language 
Institute.  All 3 are multilingual. Rico is 43.  Danilo moved to Hawaii 6 years ago, is single, teaches at an 
affiliate of a Japanese University, is an accomplished musician, Tai Chi expert-he has written a book on it-an 
avid surfer and our family's 'philosopher king', a beautiful, beautiful man. He just turned 40.  Marcello is 37, 
married to Nina, a Swedish/Norwegian beauty who studied at Wittenburg University in Ohio, among other 
places, where she was Phi Beta Kappa in Economics. They live outside of Stockholm and have two lovely 
girls, Vanessa, 8, and Isabelle, 5, who, naturally, have Grandpa's 'number', big time. Cello is also involved in 
Education, running a quasi Governmental operation for adult, continuing education. 
  
So, this just about rounds out this rundown!” 

 

 
 
 

Monica Bloxam (Niederhoffer) – Class of ´65 sent some very interesting, amusing and memorable photos.  
Here are just a few of them. Enjoy! 
 
 
 

  

 
Mrs. Traub´s 6

th
 Grade Class (´58/´59) 
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Entrance to old school at Bauernfeldgasse 
 

 

 

Graduation Day Class of ´65 
 
 

 
Mr. Archie Love´s 9

th
 Grade Math Class (´65) 
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GERTI BURKE´S NEWS 

 

 

 
 

A photo from 1971  
 

 
The HALBERSTADTS:  Yvonne got married again, to a former AIS student, Ames Wasser.  She is still 
working as a therapist, is very happy and does not seem to age at all. 
Lisbeth and her husband moved to Sweden, Martin got a new job there.  Lisbeth called me, they are very 
happy in Sweden and Lisbeth is even learning the language. 
JANET PATON:  is still such a faithful writer.  Last year was not a very good one for her; she had to have 
operations on her legs and problems with her hip.  She still is taking care of her brother but at least she has 
some help now.  Her nephew moved into the cottage next to her and helps with repairs and garden work.  But 
besides all problems, Janet still keeps her optimistic attitude. 
 
TOM CONNOLLY:  and his family moved from Munich Intl. School back to the States.  Tom was looking for a 
job and I hope he found a good one.  He sent a picture of the family; both boys are going to school already. 
 
CARRIE and CONSTANTIN LOEBUS:  just moved to Bad Homburg, Germany.  Carrie had her baby about a 
week ago, they now have three boys. 
 
COURTNEY LINLEY (HILL):  just lost her husband in an accident in Vienna. Both of her children go to AIS.  
Courtney still works at the UN City and mom (Anne Hill-Winner) is helping as much as possible.  This will be 
Anne’s last year at school and she will retire in Vienna. 
 
The HETZERS:  came over last summer to celebrate their 50

th
 wedding anniversary with friends.  Heidi, 

mark, Eric and Paul were here with their wives and children.  Lori Hammond also came for the occasion; she 
was on her way to Ireland where her oldest daughter now lives.  Dr. Lauringer and his wife were also invited 
and I am sure a lot of you know him. 
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Lots of mail came at Christmas time last year, which I spent in the hospital, and I also missed the AIS 

reunion in December. 
 
THE ENNORS:  Lucille passed away last June, I still remember her, she was such a great help to school.  
Many mornings when I came to school, I found a tray of fresh baked goodies on my desk.  We had many 
good laughs together and she was a person that will not be forgotten.  Howard was 92 last July.  Susi and her 
daughter should be in Vienna right now; I got a telephone message but have not seen her yet. 
 
The PHENDS:  spent Christmas with Somer and her family in the Berkshires.  The two girls are going to 
Rudolf Steiner School.  Somer is in her second year working as an assistant kindergarten teacher.  Butch is 
semi retired, doing consulting work, still bicycling.  Jane still works as principal of grades 1-4.  They also 
moved to a new house but still in New Jersey.  Jane is still in touch with Martha Dewing. 
 
GEORGE WESTON:  is teaching grade 6 in LA and likes it a lot. He is in touch with Sam Bull who lives in 
Napa Valley.  He was planning to come to Vienna at Christmas but evidently never made it. 
 
JOAN LEWIS:  is still tutoring, getting together with Guilia Hine and Jack Bullard, another former AIS corner.  
Joan is getting quite a photographer; she sent me some beautiful pictures of animals.  Joan went on a safari 
to Kenya and Tanzania. 
 
GUILIA HINE: sent her Christmas wishes by e-mail, which is much easier for her.  Guilia still keeps busy, has 
lots of people “drop in” and gets visits from her kids and grandchildren.  Harvey is a well-known architect, very 
busy but still takes time out to ski.  As Guilia writes – Harvitschku der Jüngste ist auch schon 50 and 
Madeleine will be soon 60.  It is hard to believe that these Kinder also got older; I still remember them as they 
were in school, especially Harvitschku! 
 
The LOGANS:  Hy visited Mark and his wife in Arizona last fall and tanked warmth for the winter back East!  
Summer was spent in Wallern while Ron stayed home playing golf.  Angie and daughter were visiting Hy.  I 
just got a call from Hy, she is back in Wallern and I hope we get together this year.  Angie and Jacqui will also 
be coming over this summer and I hope I get to see her – my former office aide! 
 
The WILSONS:   Sue and Joe enjoy many activities and keep busy.  They spent February with Tom and a 
cruise.  Tom moved from Ft. Lauderdale to Tampa.  Kim, her husband and daughter, moved into their new 
house.  Thanksgiving was spent at Rob’s hundred-year-old farmhouse.  Sarah and her family came from 
Texas, Kim and family also joined, so except for Tom the whole family was together. 
 
BOB and MARIA GILLCRIST:  sent Christmas wishes and a lovely picture of their five children (taken in 
Vienna) from Kansas City.  Bob, Maria and the children were here last summer and all visited me on a hot, 
hot day. 
 
SUZY TAYLOR (CONNOLLY):  another Christmas letter with a lovely picture of the whole family.  Alex is a 
head taller than his mother and Lauren is a young lady.  Suzy still travels a lot in her job.  Lauren graduated 
this spring from Virginia Tech. and Alex is a sophomore.  The kids visited their dad in Germany; he was the 
HS principal at the Munich Intl. School. 
 
JACK BULLARD:  sent Christmas greetings.  He still enjoys nature, works in his garden, and rides his bicycle.  
Daughter Bettina still flies for Delta and bought a home in Vermont. 
 
The ANDERSONS: George and Elenor are still travelling quite a bit.  On 4

th
 of July, Grant and his family 

came from Tucson, Greta and her family from Minnesota.  It seems that George and Elenor spend most of 
their time in Hilton Head and enjoy the warm weather. 
 
PAULchen BUMBALOUGH:  was here last summer and we met for lunch at the Café Dommayer.  He really 
has not changed much but he is going to be part of the “Half Century Club“!  Paulchen made a trip to Europe 
last summer to visit old friends.  He really travelled around; lots of places in Germany, even went to the 
Oktoberfest, then onto Austria and also to Venice.  In June before coming over he joined a number of the 
Gillcrist clan for Bill’s Change of Command Ceremony in Norfolk.  Edward stopped by for a brief visit, coming 
from Dave Miller’s 60

th
 birthday celebration in Charlotte.  Mary and David are doing great. 

 
WALT and LORI HAWORTH:  gave up their home in Burlington and moved to the 55 and over segment of a 
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continuing care community.  David and his wife expecting their second child and Karla and her husband are 
expecting their first child.  So all of a sudden Walt and Lori will have 3 grandchildren. 
 
The BESPOLKAS:  Karen and Bill were in Austria last September but we did not see each other.  They are 
both doing well, still travelling a lot, visiting their children as often as possible.  Lars and his wife are expecting 
their first child and everybody is getting excited.  Kevin and Carl and their families are fine. 
 
KIM CURTIS (FELLNER):  Kim sent a picture of her kids; 18, 14 and 10, a lovely group.  Kim and Jeff still 
continue to work on fixing around the house.  Kim’s parents are living close by and are doing fine.   
 
GABY FELLOWS ( GEUTNER):  also sent pictures of her four children.  Just like Gaby they all like sports, 
basketball, volleyball and soccer but they also like music and singing.  Gaby tries her best to keep the ship 
afloat since her husband has to travel a lot in his job.  She has her hands full with the kids but also coaches 
volleyball. 
 
Mrs. WEBER:  sent Christmas wishes and a picture o Charlie’s son, also named Charlie.  He is a real cutie. 
 
PEREZ-VENEROS:  sent Christmas greetings from Panama where they still live. 
 
MARY ANN SULLIVAN:  and Maggie still live in Wellesley near the College, still planning and hiring for the 
Exploration 2007.  Wishing good health (I can use it) and hope for a more peaceful world. 
 
PAT and JOHN BRAMICH:  sent best wishes for the holidays. 
 
The MARTINS:  Ashley graduated from the University of Missouri – Columbia with a B.S. in Art Education, a 
BFA in Art and minors in Art History and German.  She graduated summa cum laude and received numerous 
honours.   Congratulations!  JoAnn is still busy with her job at the County Health Department and Turf is still 
working with his wine business and still very active in the theatre.  He is also a licensed auctioneer.  Mädchen 
is still with them and so are – I think – 14 cats. 
 
CHARLES WHITE:  and wife Teddy still travel a lot.  They took a cruise on Columbia River.  In fall they went 
to London where they saw quite a few plays, then onto Paris where they took a cruise on the Seine up to the 
Atlantic Ocean.  I think it’s great that they are so active. 
 
LORI HAMMOND:  Lori and Tim are spending quite a lot of time in Ireland with their oldest daughter who now 
lives there.  They also went to Paris and London.  Shelley and her family will move to Salt Lake City. 
 
WINNIE SACKARIASON (Gates-Gallery):  Winnie is still taking a lot of seminars and courses.  Jean Hiner, 
her husband and daughter had Xmas dinner with Winnie and Bob.  The Petersons also plan a visit to the 
Twin cities and will get together with Winnie and Bob. 
 
SONIA FREY:  sent Christmas greetings from California.  She is missing her parents especially around 
Christmas time.  I still miss Eva. 
 
PAUL HALLINAN:  and a friend took a big trip last September.  They were invited to a wedding in Peru.  
December they went to Argentina, Antarctica and to Iguaçu Falls.  From Paul’s description these trips must 
have been fabulous.  This year he wants to stay home, recover from all the trips and enjoy the garden.  After 
all, Carmel is so lovely that living there is already a vacation. 
 
 
Now to the VISITORS this and last year: 
 
The Hetzers with all their children, Lori Hammond, Hy Logan with Angie, Gerline D´Agostino. Bea Fox, Ingrid 
Baris and Inge Göldner went on a hiking trip to Süd Tirol.  Also here were the Rosens (they moved to 
Florida), Tammy Berg and Susi Ennor. 
 
From the THEATRE world: 
 
Alexander Pschill and Ruth Brauer are both members of the Theatre in der Josefstadt. 
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AIS Alumni in the News 
 

 
Anna Bergman – Class of ´79 

 
 
 
 

           m 
Shabnam Rezaei - Class of ´91                                                                         Ruth Brauer – Class of ´90 
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Aerin Lauder - Class of ´88                                                                                   Alex Pschill – Class of ´89                   

 

"1  
Bryan Adams – Class of ´76 
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AIS ·VIENNA ALUMNI RING 

Great idea for a present or if nostalgia hits hard...  
 

Please contact Mr. Wolfgang Rotomer at wolfgang.rotomer@chello.at if you would like to 
order an AIS Alumni Ring. The ring is silver, comes in two different styles (thickness: 5 
mm or 8 mm) and has the words “ais vienna” engraved on the outside and will be 
personalized with any name you wish.  
 
   

 
 

 

Wolfgang Rotomer will supply you with all the info you need to make sure you order the 
right size.  If you know the size of your ring, divide the number by 3.14 and you will get the 
diameter. Should you only know the diameter multiply that amount by 3.14 and you will 
receive the size of the ring. 
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AIS VIENNA ALUMNI CLASS REPRESENTATIVES 
Thank you all for representing your class so well!  

 

  

   ( http://www.ais.at/dev/alum_contact_b.htm ) 
  

      
   

1964 Sherry Burns O’Donnell soburns@pacbell.net 

1965 Monica Bloxam (née Niederhoffer) monica.bloxam@virgin.net  

1966     

1967 George Hoff  george.hoff@cbc.ca  

1968     

1969 Jeff Oshins oshins@mindspring.com  

1970 Yvonne Halberstadt Brandstetter yvonne@halberstadt.at  

1971 Chuck Connell connellpru@aol.com  

1972 Marty Bobek martyandnora@comcast.net  

1973 David Rothblum david.rothblum@siemens.com  

1974 Liz Wollner-Grandville liz.grandville@gmail.com  

1975 Cicely Gilman cicelygilman@yahoo.com  

1976 Bob Gillcrist bob.gillcrist@hok.com  

1977 Greta Anderson gcdb@charter.net 

1978 Lucy (Barkanic) Cadwallader lucyshairwork@aol.com  

1979 David Caffier  davidcaffier@cs.com 
david.caffier@sdhc.k12.fl.us 

1980 Kevin Bespolka kevin@kidsnet.com  

1981 Andrea Bauer office@vereint.com  

1982 Cemsit Kayalar  cemkayalar@yahoo.com  

1983 Christina Taylor LCTaylor@aol.com  

1984 Gabriela Fellows ggfellows@aol.com  

1985 Tatjana Alvegaard tatjana@alvegaard.com  

1986 Douglas Adams dadams@middlebury.edu  

  Carl McCollum camccollum@chello.at  

1987 Zeynep Gürkök-Müllner zeynep@scouts.at 

1988 Leslie Solomon leslie@solomonster.org  

  Barbara Modugno b.modugno@tele2.it 

1989 Tom Zlabinger newnoize@mindspring.com  

  Robert Solomon Rob.solomon@verizon.net  

1990 Michelle Brady michellesbrady@aol.com  

1991 Richard Conan-Davies  info@clearlyexplained.com  

1992 Nina Hartwig nahartwig@yahoo.com  

  Uta Melzer utamelzer@yahoo.com  

1993 Dieter Fenkart-Froeschl dfenkartfroeschl02@alumni.gsb.columbia.ed
u 

1994 Niki Z. Moore nkhoshzamir@yahoo.com  

1995 Mackenzie Dawson Parks mackenzie_parks@yahoo.com  

1996 Tanja Harel ylarath@yahoo.com  

http://www.ais.at/dev/alum_contact_b.htm
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mailto:bob.gillcrist@hok.com
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1997 Mish Hamid mish@dcemail.com  

1998 Doris Klein dorisklein@hotmail.com  

1999 Dustin Cosentino dustin.cosentino@gmail.com  

2000 Maeve Herbert maeve.herbert@yale.edu  
maeve_h@hotmail.com 

2001 Mischa Altmann Mischa@Altmann.at 

2002 Thomas Altmann thomas@altmann.at 

2003 Eli Widecki eli_veilchen@hotmail.com  

2004 Juhi Aggarwal jaggarwal86@hotmail.com 
juhi_aggarwal@yahoo.com  

  Evita Kuzma eva_kuzma@yahoo.com  

2005 Christina Varriano  cristina.varriano@gmail.com  

2006 Jakob Widecki jascha_widecki@hotmail.com  

2007 Patrick Wollner patrickwollner@gmail.com  

2008 Paula Jahn Paula.jahn@mail.mcgill.ca  

 

 

 
We still need Class Representatives for the following years: 1966 and 1968. If you would like to be a 
Class Representative please write to us at Z.Guerkoek@ais.at – Thanks!
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RETURN MAIL FORM 
Autumn/Winter 2008 

Please complete this form and return it to us by mail or fax.  Thank you! 
 

The American International School 

Office of Alumni Affairs 

Salmannsdorfer Straße 47, 

A-1190 Vienna, Austria 

Fax (43 1) 40132-5 

 

Name (First, Last, and Maiden): 

  

  

  

 

Grad. Class Year:  

 

Year/Grade you left AIS:   

 

Present address: 

 

Name   

  

Street   

City_____________________State________ 

Country   

Postal code   

 

Telephone number(s) 

Home   

Work   

Fax   

E-mail   

 

If the address you listed above is short term, 

(i.e. college address), please give us a second, 

more permanent address, if available (i.e. c/o 

your parents). 

 

c/o   

  

  

  

  

 

Please tell us any news about yourself that 

could be included in the next issue of The 

Globespotter. 

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

 

If you are in touch with any other AIS alums, 

let us know their addresses. (Your siblings too, 

if they are also AIS alums). 

  

  

  

  

  

  

 

Do you think your time in Vienna influenced 

your choice of? 

College major ________Career ___________ 

Spouse _____ 

 

Would you return to Vienna for the 50
th

 

Anniversary of AIS in 2009 Y / N?   

 

Please tell us of your academic studies after 

having left AIS.  (If you are still a student, 

please list where you are presently enrolled.) 

  

  

  

  

 

Your occupational status: 

Employed full/part time _____  

Self-employed _____ 

Student _____ 

Please list company name and address 

  

  

  

 

 


