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LETTER FROM THE DIRECTOR 
 
Dear AIS Alums: 

 

Today as I am writing this letter to you, I am thinking of everything that has taken place at AIS since 

August.  In the space given to me for this letter, I will not be able to share all that is happening, but I 

hope I will be able to inspire you to learn more about the school today and our plans for the future.  

You, as an alum, serve as one of the most important sources of support for AIS, and I invite you to 

keep in touch through attending Alumni Reunions, by contacting the Alumni Affairs Office at 

+43.1.40.132.253 or alumni@ais.at, by checking the AIS Web site monthly and by visiting the 

school when you are in Vienna. 

 

As I hope most of you know, I am the new Director having arrived directly from the Ecole Mondiale 

World School in Mumbai, India in early August.  Prior to my work in India, I was Interim 

Superintendent of the American School in The Hague, and earlier I spent eight years at the Anglo-

American School in Moscow, Russia. I am sure you can appreciate that as with any new position, I 

had a lot of learning to do – and I am still learning. One of the things I learned early on is that AIS 

continues to offer one of the finest educations among the international schools.  You can be proud of 

the strong reputation AIS has for caring and educating each and every student.  I hear over and over 

from parents that the faculty at AIS know their students and understand that everyone learns in 

different ways.  It is a faculty that both encourages and demands.  It is a faculty that every day is 

thinking about what is best for each child.  This year I am pleased to report to you that the school is 

near capacity with 796 students, and 60 countries are represented within the student body.  As you 

probably experienced, making friends and learning with students from many places is a valuable 

education for each student‟s future. 

 

I could go on and on about how we all function together as a school – faculty, students, 

administration, parents, volunteers.  But I also want to bring to your attention the fact that for a 

school to be excellent it must be run with business “best practices”.  I am very pleased to report to 

you that during the October Executive Board meeting a “School Improvement Plan” was adopted.  

The plan had input from the faculty, the Executive Board (composed of many parents) and the school 

leadership.  Very briefly the School Improvement Plan has seven goals: 

 

 The Mission will guide all of our decisions.  We want everyone to know our vision for 

our students, model its values and use it to plan future efforts. 
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NEWS FROM THE SCHOOL 

 
Early this school year the American International School of Vienna has focused on peace during the 

week of International Day of Peace, 21 September. As an entire school, we‟ve tried to raise 

awareness by creating peace flags.  They currently hang around our cafeteria, hallways and front gate.  

Our nearly 800 students made over 600 flags.  They talk about peace within families, among cultures 

and between nations.  Students have a lot to say and feel deeply.  Their thoughts are inspiring.   The 

flags were decorated with paints, markers, beads and glitter.  They were torn from cotton fabric and 

are hung in chains along rope, Tibetan prayer flag style.   This was a relatively easy project, very 

affective and uplifting.  Within the curriculum, the Middle School students made posters with quotes 

from famous peace advocates.   That week, they read the thoughts of world leaders in a morning 

announcements and accompanied by peace music such as ”Give Peace A Chance”, or “Blowing in 

the Wind”.  

 

Another related project was the purchasing of a peace pole for our school.  This was funded by 

Middle School activity night and a bake sale during the opening of school picnic.  The IB CAS 

students and the ninth grade organized this.  Again, this project brought together all ages and 

divisions within our school.  The peace pole now stands at our front gate. It is a 2.5 meter pole made 

of larch with the statement “May Peace Prevail on Earth” written in our top eight languages.  It 

expresses to those who enter, that this school is about creating peace.  The words “May Peace Prevail  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

International Peace Day 

at AIS 

 

 

 

 

 

on Earth” were shared at an all school assembly during UN Day, as was the history and symbolism it 

represents.  Kindergarten students sang “If I had a hammer”, Middle and High school students read 

the UN Rights of Children and we focused for a short twenty minutes on what we and our students 

can do about creating peace.    

 

What this broader theme does is pull various factions together for a common purpose.  “Sharing our 

Humanity” (this year‟s IB theme) has been both a local and global project for us.  The peace theme 

stemmed from discussions among faculty last year during our Earth Week.  We felt that as a school  
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we could do more to look at broader issues.  By creating a peace ethic, and an environmental ethic, 

we stand together as a community.  A group is much stronger than the sum of its parts.  It was more 

meaningful building peace together as a group, sitting side by side and painting our deepest wishes 

for world peace together.  As one student said, “if even one person thinks more deeply about peace 

because of what we do together and is willing to make a difference, then it‟s all worth it.”  I feel that 

many of our students have the capacity to bring about change.  By “sharing our humanity”, we say 

that this is not only important to us as individuals but that it is a necessary to stand together to create 

a better world.  This year‟s theme for the IB was very timely and fell right into step with what we felt 

we needed to do.  By raising awareness first, we hope to increase dialogue and then inspire action.  

Problems and conflicts like those found in Darfur and Myanmar, only highlight for us our 

responsibility in raising student leaders who will someday be decision makers on the world stage.   

 

 

 
‘HOME OF THE KNIGHTS’ 
Athletics at a glance 2007/2008,  

by Andy Harrison, Athletics Director 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The fall season 2007 closed down with the completion of the ISST tournaments November 8th, 9th 

and 10th. AIS hosted the girls division 2 soccer tournament where Bente Pedersen coached the team 

to a fantastic bronze medal. All our teams at both the HS and MS levels had great success. I would 

like to congratulate all our teams and coaches. In particular, Fred Miller and the Boys Volleyball 

team who brought back the silver medal from the division 1 ISST tournament in Brussels. Fall 

season results can be found on http://www.ais.at/info/ATD/athletics/results.htm  

 

Our winter season is underway and all our basketball and swim teams have started practice. We have 

started „A‟ and „B‟ teams at the middle school level for the first time. We are now able to 

accommodate all middle school students who wanted to play basketball.  We would love to see some 

of you at our home games where you are always welcome. Our master game schedule can be found 

on this link http://www.ais.at/info/ATD/Athletics/Athletics_b.htm  

 
I would like to take this opportunity to thank all the families of our athletes for all the housing they 

provided throughout the season for our athlete guests from visiting schools. It is thanks to these 

families that we have such a fantastic reputation for our hospitality. 

 

Should you have any question for the athletics department please feel free to drop me a line. 

A.Harrison@ais.at  

 

Andy Harrison 

 

Athletics Director 

http://www.ais.at/info/ATD/athletics/results.htm
http://www.ais.at/info/ATD/Athletics/Athletics_b.htm
mailto:A.Harrison@ais.at


6 | P a g e  

 

FROM THE OFFICE OF ALUMNI AFFAIRS 
 

YOUR FAVORITE MEMORIES OF AIS 

What is the most important memory you have of your time at AIS? Please share your 

memories with us.  We would like to be able to tell the AIS community what makes AIS special.  

Send your memories, including your class year, to 

Alumni@ais.at  

 
 

AS WE BEGIN the 2007-2008 Annual Appeal we want to be able to share with major donors the 

highlights of an AIS education. Please take a moment and let us know what you believe to be the 

most important strengths of AIS. Here are a few suggestions, which might give you ideas and 

something to build upon.  Thank you for considering this request. 

- The AIS teachers do not just fill the student's heads with information, they fill their 

hearts.  Parents remark about how valuable it is to have "a teacher who really knows my 

child."  

- 60 nations are represented within the student population - every day is a lesson in 

international relations and understanding.  

- AIS offers students excellent opportunities to excel.   

 

We look forward to your help and to hearing your ideas and thoughts.  Alumni@ais.at  

 

DO YOU KNOW? 
 

of anyone who attended AIS back in 1959? Are you maybe an AIS Student of 1959? Please do get in 

touch with us: Alumni@ais.at   

 
 

 

REUNION ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

 
AIS Holiday Reunion 

Tuesday, 18 December 2007 

17:30-20:30, AIS Cafeteria 

 
Looking forward to seeing as many of you as possible!  Have you sent in your RSVP? 

 

***************** 
 

AIS REUNION WEEKEND 

22 – 26 May 2008 

Come one, come all! 

 

For more information, contact Maria Trieb and Maria Koch under a.i.s.reunion08@gmail.com 

 

***************** 

mailto:Alumni@ais.at
mailto:Alumni@ais.at
mailto:Alumni@ais.at
mailto:a.i.s.reunion08@gmail.com
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CLASS OF 1978 REUNION 

SUMMER OF 2008 

For more information please contact Lucy Barkanic - Cadwallader at lucyshairwork@aol.com  

 

***************** 
 

CLASS OF 1984 WILL REUNITE 
 

On 6 June - 13 June 2009 

 

Please contact Janis Adams Mlekoday on mlekoday2005@gmail.com for more details. Janis has set 

up a web-site with all the information on the reunion http://www.freewebs.com/1984ais/index.htm  

 

 

Any questions? Contact us at Alumni@ais.at  

 

 

 

SHARE YOUR INFORMATION WITH US... 
 

The AIS Globespotter welcomes news from all AIS alumni. Please share information on your 

whereabouts, jobs, families, pets, sports, etc. with all of us and contact the AIS Alumni Affairs 

Office at Alumni@ais.at For information on AIS, please visit our website www.ais.at and check the 

Alumni pages or click on Extranet, enter the password 40132. In the next few weeks the Alumni 

Affairs section of the website will be under construction. Please pass this information on to friends 

and classmates. Thank you! 

mailto:lucyshairwork@aol.com
mailto:mlekoday2005@gmail.com
http://www.freewebs.com/1984ais/index.htm
mailto:Alumni@ais.at
mailto:Alumni@ais.at
http://www.ais.at/
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IN MEMORIAM 
 
It is with great sadness that we inform you that a former AIS parent Merrie-Helen Wilson recently 

passed away.  Her funeral was held on 25 October at Arlington National Cemetery, and her ashes 

were inurned at the Arlington Columbarium. 

 

Merrie was a great fan and supporter of AIS and participated in nearly every facet of school life.  

She was a member of numerous PTF committees, organized the sports banquets, and was in charge 

of Boosters for years. Merrie loved artists and the arts and was a founding member of the Friends of 

Fine Arts for which she organized countless fund-raising activities.  I had the personal pleasure of 

working with Merrie on many plays and musicals for which she designed and organized costumes.  

Above all Merrie-Helen was boundlessly energetic and generous.  Besides spending hours of her 

free time serving our school, she would graciously take in six extra athletes when tournament 

housing felt a pinch, and no actor ever went hungry when Merrie was working on a 

production.  Life's sorrows never got Merrie down; she lived life joyously and fully, and she spread 

her joy to those around her with boundless good humor, an infectious laugh and a funny story. 

When not contributing to school life, Merrie made time for her favorite charity in Vienna, St. 

Raphael's Orphanage.  

 

If you would like to contact Kevin Wilson personally, his email address is:   

KevinGWilson@aol.com 

 

      

 
******************  

 

 

 

Jimmy Enukaschwili (1983-2007) 

 

 

Jimmy was a graduate of the class of 2002. Sad news of his sudden 

death reached us on 17 September this year. He will be fondly 

remembered by all of us here at AIS. We have all lost a friend. Jimmy 

attended AIS from 1993, in his fourth grade, until his graduation in 

2002.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

mailto:KevinGWilson@aol.com
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GERTI BURKE'S NEWS 
Please watch for the next issue, Spring 2008.  

 

 

 

IN THE MAILBAG 
For alumni contact details see email directory 

 

 

‘ 72 
 

Mariana Corrêa da Silva sent us this wonderful e-mail this past summer: I am one of the very, very, 

very, very rare Brazilian students (I think there are 3 of us all around) so have been following most 

of the news through the Globespotter, except for the one time I went to that wonderful Class of 72 

Reunion in 2002.  I want to express my thanks to Liz for her attention to us all and wish you good 

luck and much success in your career. Please continue to keep us updated on your goings-on! As for 

Vesna, you will be carrying the torch - it must be fun getting all the news from so many students 

from all over the world. And I'm one of them… I am traveling to Europe with my family beginning 

July. I plan to introduce my children (well, they are now 25, 23 and 18 so calling them "children" is 

just a habit) to the wonders of Wien und Salzburg, and then going to Spain for more historic-eno-

gastronomy experiences... I plan to spend part of a day in the 19th district, showing them where I 

lived, and also going by the school. And I'd love to see you and Liz, if you are still there! As we say 

down here, Brazilian hugs! PS - Am enclosing a photo of my family! Thank you for the nice and 

encouraging words Mariana!  

 

 

 Mariana with her family 

 

 

‘ 74 
  

A couple of weeks ago, Rosanna Weingast sent us a short update on herself and her family:  In 1974 

I met my future husband and married the following year. We have two daughters, Jessika and 

Angela, 25 & 22 years old. Jessika is almost finished with her medical studies at the University of 

Vienna. Angela is studying landscaping at the University of Vienna also. My husband is an Austrian  
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army officer working in Vienna. We have spent one year in the States, 1987-88, while he was 

studying there. We have also been in Bratislava, Slovakia for 3.5 years while he was assigned to the 

Austrian Embassy. We have a house in Sommerein, Austria, which is about 40 kms east of 

Vienna. In the past 30 years I have worked for the Austrian Airlines, Lauda Air and presently for the 

OPEC Fund for International Development. My husband and I enjoy sailing, skiing, cycling & 

traveling. My parents live in Houston, Texas and we see them about once a year. Our family is 

complete with one dog and a cat that adore each other.     

 

 

Rosanna with her husband 
  

 

‘ 76  
 

Our very own Carol Dumaine was recently awarded the 2007 National Security Medal! Carol has 

founded a highly innovative new think tank to leverage international expertise to enhance 

intelligence analysis. Congratulations Carol! Here is a short excerpt from the official article 

acknowledging Carol‟s achievement: Carol Dumaine’s accomplishment is not so much that she and 

her team created a new program. Her achievement is in creating a global community that increases 

exposure to diverse perspectives and catalyzes discussion on adapting intelligence organizations to 

address nontraditional challenges. Whereas the program never would have gotten off the ground 

without Carol Dumaine’s drive, it is thriving because it has become a bottom up, rather than a top 

down organization. Participants are sharing ideas with each other independently, just as Carol 

Dumaine hoped they would when she envisioned this global community. These resilient partnerships 

will hopefully help ensure that when it comes to potential security threats, the dots will never again 

remain unconnected. To read the entire article, please go to 

http://servicetoamericamedals.org/SAM/07sc/nsm/dumaine.pdf 

 

 

‘ 78 
 

An e-mail of Dave Kohler reached us in May this year. Hi ... I'm just reviewing an old copy of one of 

your newsletters from this past fall of '06.  I hope this note reaches you as I'm planning a long 

overdue trip to visit my old alma mater 1968 thru 1973.  I was in the 3rd grade in 1968 through the 

7th grade in the old "Villa".  I know things have changed a lot as I have read.  My brothers and 

sisters also attended ... Jim '77, Janet ' 79, Mary '81 which bring back some of the most wonderful 

memories for all of us! …I was just wondering who from the AIS class of 1978 (or close proximity in 

year) would still be in Vienna and how I could possible get a hold of them? The names that come to 

mind are Tony Wendrinski, Stephan Wilkenson, Joseph Anhorner… Dave passed by for a visit  
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then on 25 June 2007 and left this note in our Guest Book: Visit after 18 years – truly wonderful to 

be back and need to make this an annual event! Thanks for your visit Dave – it was great seeing you! 

 

Lucy Barkanic – Cadwallader is planning a reunion for the Class of ‟78 next summer. Here is her 

appeal: Hello All, I am writing to you as a group to let you know I am "seriously" considering an AIS 

reunion for 2008. I am not sure these email addresses are the most up to date to contact you, so if 

you could let me know this reached you and whether you would be interested in attending a reunion 

(this would be the last one I could organize since we plan to move in the near future). I was planning 

to have the reunion a year from now, the weekend before 4 July rush (27, 28, 29 JUNE). That way 

folks could extend their vacation an extra week and enjoy the 4 July festivities. Could you include 

contact information:  full address/phone number with area code/year you graduated AIS or year you 

left AIS/if you wanted to include cell number. I would like to make a "contact" flyer for the reunion 

so alumni could stay in touch. If you would rather not disclose some or all of this information, that is 

fine. I am asking a special favor of Dave Kohler and Elizabeth Wollner Grandville (Dave is visiting 

Vienna/AIS and Liz will be leaving soon).  I was hoping the Globespotter alumni contact information 

could be sent via email or snail mail to my attention - I have not had any luck opening that part of 

the AIS web site link. Also, I am really counting on the recipients of this email to send me any alumni 

contact information, email address/phone numbers/home address/whatever you may have. Feel free 

to forward this email to those you have stayed in contact. I am counting on word-of-mouth to get the 

invitation to as many AIS alumni as possible, a formal invite with details will be sent out in 

December. Thank you so much for your help! Have a wonderful summer and I hope to hear back 

from you soon.  FYI my home address and phone number 176 Hanover Street; Glen Rock, 

Pennsylvania;1-717-235-7034.  

 

‘82 
 

After we had sent out the spring issue of Globespotter, an answer from Kirke Mahy Hestad came 

promptly back: Thanks for sending this. I am so sad to hear that Liz is leaving. You (she) have given 

so much in keeping many of us connected! I can't imagine anyone filling your shoes. I hope there will 

perhaps be another alumni to take your place, as one is more likely to become passionate about all 

of this connecting when you are a part of it! All the best in your next life adventures and THANK 

YOU!!! for all that you have done over the past many years! Kirke Mahy Hestad (Lisa Kirke Mahy - 

attended AIS from '75 - '80, graduated in 1982 in the U.S.)  

 

 

‘ 83 
 

Ali Malaekeh wrote to us last month: A few lines about me...LOL.  The most current news is that I 

am getting married to my beautiful fiancée Karen the day after Thanksgiving and I coach soccer as a 

profession in Orange County, CA.  The fires missed the apartment complex that I live in by about 40 

feet! I graduated from the University of Southern Indiana where I also played college soccer.  As 

soon as I was done, I became an assistant coach at my alma mater.  After a couple of years, my 

boss/mentor took the head coaching job at the University of Louisville and I followed him there. 

 After six years in Louisville coaching at the youth level, I moved to southern CA where I coached for 

about 3 years.  I left CA to move to Trinidad to start a soccer ministry there but plans fell through 

after I moved, so I lived in KY for 8 months.  It was right after I left that a friend introduced me to 

Karen.  I moved back to CA March of 2007. That's about it in a nutshell...I could go on and on. 

 

Photo next page -> 
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               Ali and Karen on their wedding day 

 

‘ 84 
 

Janis Adams Mlekoday is putting all her efforts into organizing a reunion for the Class of 1984 in 

the summer of 2009: I wanted to contact you on something that I have been putting together for the  

Class of 1984. I know that Gaby Geuntner Fellows is our class representative, but she is so busy the 

torch has been, kind of non-traditionally, passed to me. I have contacted a significant amount of our 

class alumni (21 members) but need to reach out to many more. This is where the Globespotter may 

help. We are trying to organize a Reunion in the summer of 2009 in Vienna. Events have not been 

worked out as of yet but the dates of 6 June - 13 June have been decided. Here is a link 

http://www.freewebs.com/1984ais/index.htm detailing what we have so far. If at all possible could 

you include this in our alumni section please so that others may see this? We are also reaching out to 

past staff members from the time that we were there. We were thinking that it would be nice to have a 

dinner with them at some point during the reunion week to honor them. If it were not for them we 

would not be where we are today.  Thank you. I hope to hear from you soon. Please contact Janis on 

mlekoday2005@gmail.com  

 

 

‘ 92 
 

Andrea Karpati is one of those alumnae who quite regularly keeps us up-to-date with happenings in 

her life. Here is the latest, with some good and some sad news: Hi, well here is a short update on 

myself - Andrea Karpati (class of „92), and my brother Peter Karpati („89). My brother has a 20-

month-old little girl Lara Rachel with his fiancée Anna. They live in London, where my brother 

works as a consultant anesthetist. I and my Husband Fabrice have a little 3-month-old boy Samuel 

Eliezer Jonah, born in Tel Aviv, just a week after my dear Father passed away. We are trying to 

cope with his loss, but it is very hard. Samuel got his Jewish name after my late Father, during a 

nice brit mila (circumcision) ceremony held at the Sheraton Tel Aviv hotel, where my brother held 

the baby in memory of my father, who so awaited this day, but never lived to see it. He loved his  

http://www.freewebs.com/1984ais/index.htm
mailto:mlekoday2005@gmail.com
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granddaughter very much, whom he just called beautiful, and who loved her grandpa a lot. Only he 

existed in the room for her when he was present. I am sure he would have loved my son just as much.  

Currently we (my husband, son and I) still live in Africa, in Dar es Salaam, Tanzania, with our 2 

dogs Moustique and Casper. The pictures are at the brit, and here in Africa. Well that is just a short 

update. 

 

Andrea with her son Samuel, her brother Peter and her niece Lara. 

 

Andrea with her family     Fabrice and Samuel 

 

 

‘ 93 
 

Here is a lovely e-mail we received from Gence Soysal last June: Dear Liz and Vesna, I thoroughly 

enjoy reading the Globespotter and following what is going on with my fellow alumni and AIS. 

Thank you so much for this great effort each season. I sincerely hope that this will not be the last one 

that I will be reading. Thank you Gence! We hope this Globespotter will be just as enjoyable as the 

previous ones. 
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‘97 
 

It was a great summer for the class of ‟97 – they celebrated their 10-Years Reunion in Vienna from 

15 – 17 June. Here is what Kathleen Noreish sent us as “What Happened at the Reunion” Article: 

 

 The AIS Class of 1997s 10-year reunion was a huge success. Attended by over 30 members of the 

class, there were also appearances by Dr. Köck, Dr. Heinecke, Chris Schwarz (previously Djokic), 

Dr. Störi and Andy Harrison. Dr. Wazir unfortunately got the date wrong but sent his greetings the 

week after. Mr. Dawson, who said he would try to make it to the Heuriger on Saturday night, must 

have got held up in Prague. None of our classmates who have entered parenthood made it 

unfortunately, although we were joined by possibly the first father of the Class of 1998, Hristo 

Mitchkovsky, who was in high spirits all weekend. He was accompanied by a number of other 

members of the Class of 1998 and 1999 who attended a number of the weekend‟s events resulting in 

much talk of the necessity to organize Vienna based reunions in the next few years. Good luck to 

whoever takes on the task! You have high expectations to live up to! Of the 97ers, Kara Karode and 

her boyfriend came from the furthest afield, braving the journey all the way from Springfield, 

Missouri. Other US-based classmates included Marco and Serge, both of whom happened to be in 

Europe on business that week, and Nina, who is married and lives in Boston. European travelers 

included the Josefssons, Janne, Sonja, Emilie, Anu, Pontus, Anna, Gabriel, Brano, Mish and 

myself, while the Austria-based contingent included Andrej, Milan, Margery, Michael Weissberg 

(previously Borissenkov), Michael Bugajer, Sandra, Basma, Matthäus, Philipp, Masha, Lotta 

(who goes by her middle name Elina), Hanano, David, Mimi and Mabel. The event began with light 

dinner and drinks kindly sponsored and hosted by Michael Bugajer and his mother at their house in 

the 19th district. Many of the usual “Wieners” were around as well as many less frequent visitors to 

the city. A few worried they would not recognize their former classmates after all this time and 

others admitted to having pulled out their yearbooks prior to the event to avoid any embarrassment. 

The night was warm, the dinner delicious and conversation flowed freely as we shared our stories 

and those of friends‟. Friday night continued at Dohan in Naschmarkt, where AISers did their best to 

 conquer as much seating and floor-space as possible, bring back memories of packed nights at 

Vino‟s, Lukas or Paddy‟s. We talked, danced and drank too much but that was to be expected. There 

were plans to continue on to somewhere (was it Roxy?), but by then I was stumbling home and 

oblivious to the goings on around me. Saturday morning began early for Mish and Michael who 

made their way to Merkur (where they successfully spent an hour looking for each other) to buy the 

barbecue-able goods, while my sister and I went to meet Mr. Harrison at AIS, who had promised to 

provide access to sports equipment for the day. 12:30pm proved too early for many of the previous 

night‟s revelers and the majority showed up shortly before 4pm for the so-called “surprise”. Prior to 

that, however, for those of us nursing our hangovers by drinking beer chilled in a block of ice from 

the Wiener Eisfabrik (yes, it exists), there was food, attempts at barefoot-football on the new astro-

turfed sports field and a tour of the school by Frau Heinecke and Chris, including the newly 

designed spacious counseling suite (because Philipp REALLY wanted to see it), the new science labs 

and Doc’s lab, which appears will never change and which brought back mixed memories for 

members of IB High Physics, and finally a demonstration of the wonderful world of interactive 

whiteboards for those of us who still remember and miss the dust of chalk on blackboards. Mish even 

brought out a block of wood, which he had apparently saved from its burial at sea in the lake at Zell 

am See in September 1996 and which all of us had signed on the train back to Vienna – nobody 

seemed to remember signing it, and yet all our names were there! Other AIS memorabilia on display 

included an old AIS Tennis shirt worn by Andrej and T-shirts with the old AIS logo in green and 

black. The smokers even kept to the age-old tradition of smoking “off campus”. The “surprise” at 

4pm was hosted in the Kino – possibly one of the only parts of the school that has not changed a bit 

since our senior cabaret, the fashion show or the 1997 performance of Fiddler on the Roof (except of 

course, the new technical gadgetry and here I must once again thank Chris for being an ab 
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solute star and helping us set up the equipment despite being late for another appointment). The 

show began with a few clips from our graduation at Hotel Schönbrunn as filmed by Magnus’ and 

Jesper’s father on June 12th 1997 and edited by Philipp. This was followed by some clips from 

Mish‟s home video collection including the legendary Austrians vs. Americans skit at the Cabaret in 

Zell am See, which had everyone in the room, including those that had not been there, in tears of 

laughter. Finally, a slide show of photos of what we looked like back then (1997), as well as WAY 

back then (Michael’s 5
th

 grade disco) were shown alongside our very own tune: Daft Punk‟s 

“Around the World”. After a spot of tidying up, remaining beer cans accompanied the reunion-goers 

to Fuhrgassl Huber, where we had reserved tables in the setting sun. Wine, wine and more wine was 

drunk as we reminisced and were joined by yet a few more 97ers. At around midnight the party 

moved to the Red Room at Stubentor for some more dancing and caipirinhas, with the last of us not 

leaving before Vienna‟s church bells had struck 4. Sunday was free for sightseeing and relaxing – 

Mimi, Anna, Ben and Mish even made it on to a sailboat on the Donau – or the journey back to 

wherever each member of the Class of 1997now calls home. I think everybody agreed that it was 

wonderful to all be together again for a weekend in Vienna and at AIS. VIELEN, VIELEN, VIELEN 

DANK to all who attended and especially those who made it all possible, especially Liz Wollner, 

Vesna Sehovic, Andy Harrison, the security guard and last but definitely not least, the woman who 

ran the school in our day, Chris Schwarz. Thanks also to Michael and Mish for responding for my 

call to arms regarding the organization and to all who contributed to the attached newsletter. 

Kathleen Noreisch, 7 August 2007 

 

 

 

Class of ‘97 

 

‘99 
 

Andrew English was trying to get in touch with some of his classmates, and he contacted us last 

spring: ...I was recently searching for old AIS friends on Google and found something interesting 

that made me want to check the AIS database.  I was looking for Lana Kranjcar and found out that  
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her brother played for the Croatian National team in the last world cup.  Unfortunately, I wasn't 

able to find her in the alumni database, and the web sites about her brother didn't have any contact  

information.  I did manage to find contact information for Fiona Badian and Bonnie Bannon, so 

the database was a big help there.  I left AIS after my 6th grade (which must have been about 1993), 

I moved back to the US for a while and then to Geneva, Switzerland.  I graduated from high school 

there, and went to college at Duke University in Durham, North Carolina, US.  I majored in 

Computer Science and Psychology and graduated in 2003.  Now I work as a technical consultant 

traveling between Atlanta, GA and Tampa, FL.  I haven't been able to go back to Vienna since I left 

AIS, but I am planning to go there very soon.  I used to live right down the hill from AIS, so I will be 

sure to visit the school when I do come back. Oh, do the Aaranoff's still teach at the school?  I was 

good friends with their son Cove and I did not find him in the database. 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

Cut off from that special AIS someone...? 

YOU CAN TRY TO CONTACT FORMER CLASSMATES THROUGH THE ONLINE DATABASE 

AND FORUM WWW.AIS.AT CLICK ALUMNI, THEN DATABASE AND ENTER PASSWORD 

40132). THIS IS A FREE SERVICE FOR ALL AIS ALUMNI.  

  WRITE TO US AT ALUMNI@AIS.AT  

 

http://www.ais.at/
http://www2.ais.at/alumni/index/login.php
http://www2.ais.at/alumni/index/login.php
http://www2.ais.at/alumni/index/login.php
mailto:Alumni@ais.at


17 | P a g e  

 

MEMBERS OF THE CLASS OF 2007  
Where they went 
Mir Haider Ali Post Graduate Year (13th year at AIS)  

Adriana Almendrades Carleton University , Canada  

May Alon University of Birmingham , UK  

Nada Al-Said Australia 

Majeed Al-Zayer Lynn University , US  

William Anderson University of Dundee, Scotland  

Vassili Bazinas McGill University, Canada  

Geoffrey Becker Colorado State University, US  

Dustin Blakeslee University of North Dakota, US  

Kazuto Daimon Sophia University, Japan  

Lisa Del Monte Vienna University 

Benedikt Domaingo Vienna University 

Martina Dombi Universitatea Romano-Americana 

Alexandra Dubel University of Florida, US  

Christopher Ehrlich University of Birmingham, UK  

Alena Farkova University of New York in Prague 

Dominik Hausenbichl The Art Institute of Boston at Lesley University, US  

James Hersey  Austrian Military Service 

Simon Herzog  Austrian Military Service, then Columbia University  

Franz Hörhager University of Pennsylvania, US  

Natalie Isaksson Boston College, US  

Martin Jancosek Schiller International University 

Wesley Jarvis Stellenbosch University, South Africa  

Eun Young Jeong Brown University, US  

Sebastian Kaltenbrunner Filton College of Art, UK  

Simo Kecman University of Durham, UK  

Katherine Khan Florida State University, US  

Tony Kouioumdji New York University (Paris Program) 

Thomas Lepingwell Carnegie Mellon University, US  

Erika Liston  Curry University, US  

Alexander Ludewigs University of Waterloo, Canada  

Diana Ovezea New Design University, Austria  

Catherine Plant University of Virginia, US  

Thomas Prufer Harvard University, US  

Nathan Rhodes University of Massachusetts, US  

Sarah Sabler University of California at San Diego, US  

Ferdinand Sarnitz Institute of Audio Research, US  

Alexander Scharrer  Austrian Military Service  

Caroline Schwanzer Post Graduate Year (13th year at AIS)  

Elise Sequeira University of Edinburgh, Scotland  

Nicholas Sibilla University of Pittsburgh, US  

Maximilian Springer University of Warwick, UK  

Sophia Steinberger Fordham University, US  

Kevin  Stovall  United States Military Service 

Haruka Suda University of Hartford, US  

Charlotte Thornbery University of Wales, Bangor 

Ivan Tomic University of Southern California, US  

Cecilie Tsesmetsis Bergen National Academy of the Arts 

Alexander Vera The College of New Jersey, US  

Rakaesh Vijayan National University of Singapore 

Kelsey Ward Drury University, US  

Adam Wilson Wheaton College, US  

Patrick Wollner University of Cambridge, UK  

Janice Yoo 
Northeastern University, US  
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AIS ALUMNI CLASS REPRESENTATIVES 
Thank you to all of you who represent your class so well!   

 

1964 Sherry Burns O’Donnell  

 soburns@pacbell.net  

 

1965 Monica Bloxam (née Niederhoffer) 

 monica.bloxam@virgin.net 

 

1967 Juno Sylva Englander 

Graben 27/3/14 

1010-Vienna - Austria 

Tel./Fax: +43-1-533-20 38 

 junoenglander@chello.at 

 

1969 Jeff Oshins 

 oshins@mindspring.com 

 

1970  Yvonne Halberstadt Brandstetter  

  yb@halberstadt.at 

 

1971  Chuck Connell  

  connellpru@aol.com 

 

1972  Marty Bobek 

  martyandnora@comcast.net 

 

1973  David Rothblum  

  david.rothblum@siemens.com 

 

1974  Liz Wollner-Grandville  

  liz.grandville@gmail.com 

 

1975  Cicely Gilman 

  cicelygilman@yahoo.com 

 

1976  Bob Gillcrist  

  bob.gillcrist@hok.com 

 

1977 Greta Anderson  

gcdb@rconnect.com 

 

1978  Lucy (Barkanic) Cadwallader  

  lucyshairwork@aol.com 

1979 David Caffier 

29311 Yarrow Drive 

Wesley Chapel, Florida 33543 

Home phone: (813) 991-6017 

Work (813) 872-5221 

  davidcaffier@cs.com 

  david.caffier@sdhc.k12.fl.us 

 

1980  Kevin Bespolka  

  kevin@kidsnet.com 

 

1981  Andrea Bauer  

  office@vereint.com 

 

1983  Christina Taylor 

  LCTaylor@aol.com 

 

 

1984  Gabriela Fellows 

  ggfellows@aol.com 

 

1985  Tatjana Alvegaard 

  tatjana@alvegaard.com 

 

1986  Douglas Adams 

  dadams@middlebury.edu 

 

  Carl McCollum 

  camccollum@chello.at 

 

1987  Zeynep Gürkök-Müllner 

 zeynep@scouts.at 

 

1988  Leslie Solomon 

  leslie@solomonster.org 

 

Barbara Modugno  

Via Bernardo Pasquini,  

138 00124 Roma  

b.modugno@alice.it 

 

1989  Tom Zlabinger  

  newnoize@mindspring.com 

 

  Robert Solomon 

  Rob.solomon@verizon.net 

 

1990  Michelle Brady  

  michellesbrady@aol.com 

 

1992  Nina Hartwig  

nahartwig@yahoo.com 

 

Uta Melzer 

utamelzer@yahoo.com 

 

1993  Dieter Fenkart-Froeschl  

 dfenkartfroeschl02@alumni.gsb.columbia.edu 

 

1994  Niki Z. Moore 

  nzmoore@uslink.berkeley.edu 

 

1995  Mackenzie Dawson Parks 

  mackenzie_parks@yahoo.com 

 

1996  Tanja Harel 

ylarath@yahoo.com 

 

1997    Mish Hamid 

mish@dcemail.com 

   

1998  Doris Klein 

  dorisklein@hotmail.com 

 

1999  Dustin Cosentino 

  dustin.cosentino@gmail.com 
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mailto:davidcaffier@cs.com
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mailto:tatjana@alvegaard.com
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mailto:nahartwig@yahoo.com
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2000  Maeve Herbert 

  maeve.herbert@yale.edu 

 

2001  Mischa Altmann 

  Mischa@Altmann.at 

 

2002  Thomas Altmann  

  thomas@altmann.at 

 

2003   Eli Widecki  

  eli_veilchen@hotmail.com 

 

2004  Juhi Aggarwal   

  jaggarwal86@hotmail.com 

juhi_aggarwal@yahoo.com 

 

2006  Jakob Widecki 

jascha_widecki@hotmail.com 

   

 

 

We still need Class Representatives for 

the following years:  1966, 1968, 1982, 

1991, 2005 and 2007. If you would 

like to be a Class Representative 

please write to us at Alumni@ais.at 

Thanks!  

 

Evita Kuzma 

  eva_kuzma@yahoo.com 

 

 

E-MAIL DIRECTORY
(Notification of new/changed addresses since the last issue of “Globespotter” only)

 
1968  Victoria Mujica Diez Canseco 

victoriamdc@hotmail.com 

 

1970  Katherine Vigeant 

kvigeant@nyc.rr.com 

 

1973  Rosanna Weingast 

  r.weingast@ofid.org 

 

  Laura Neary (Venner) 

  missv@bendcable.com 

 

1975  Joel McCleary 

  Joelmcclea@aol.com 

 

1977  Cheryl Mathews 

  chermathews@comcast.net 

 

1978  David Kohler 

  DKohler@ATT.net 

 

  Janice Duis 

jdlconsult@hotmail.com 

 

1979  Miriam Bois (Lynde) 

boisfamily@aol.com 

 

1980  Heather Caughey 

  heather_caughey@phac-aspc.gc.ca 

 

1982  Lisa Kirke Mahy 

  hestad@comcast.net 

 

  Teri Eliasson 

rocksmudda@msn.com 

iret_nossaile@yahoo.com 

 

1983  Ali Malaekeh 

  hisdisciple@mac.com 

 

   

 

Martin Loesser 

  martin.loesser@db.com 

 

1984  Janis Matos Mlekoday 

  Mlekoday2005@gmail.com 

 

  Patricia Jackson (Velat) 

  tvjacks@earthlink.net 

 

1985  Alexandra Körner (Schischka) 
Alexandra.koerner@officemind.com 

 

1986  Mike Hain 

  m_ch_8@hotmail.com 

 

  Anders Danielsson 

  dan.fre@hotmail.com 

 

1987  Meredith Esham 

  Meredith@meredith.net 

  

  James Gorman 

  Gorman@adp.uchc.edu 

 

Natalie Bizic 

natabelle@mac.com 

 

1988  Juan Carlos Ayala 

  ayalajc@mac.com  

 

  Kambiz Shirazi 

  kamshirazi@aol.com 

 

1989  Robert Kornfeld 

  r.kornfeld@itlooksorange.at 
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1991  Flemming Bruhn 

flemming.bruhn@gmail.com 

 

1992  Alfred Radauer 

  alfred.radauer@gmx.net 

   

Shay Yellin 

shay.yellin@gmail.com 

 

1993  Julie Jakobsen 

  julienorup@yahoo.dk 

 

  Lauren Sheerajin (Bryant) 

Lauren.Sheerajin@RaymondJames.com 

 

 

1994  Brian Brennan 

bbrennan@tulane.edu  

 

Kevin Troy 

Kevin.troy@gmail.com 

 

1995  Mark Odette 

  Modette@gmail.com 

 

1996  Istvan Muktambar 

  ifulop@gmail.com 

 

1997  Paul Collins 

  paul.collins@gmail.com 

   

Emcet Cem Banguoglu   

ddtcem@hotmail.com 

 

Bradley O'Donnell   

bradpb60@yahoo.com 

 

1999  Andrew English 

  Andrew.english@gmail.com 

 

  Marvin Benjamin Fried 

mbf@alum.bu.edu 

 

Marianne Stanley 

martoussaint@yahoo.com 

 

2009  Amit Levon 

  amitlevon@gmail.com 

 

 

Faculty:   
Ingrid and Lockwood Barr 

421 Pleasant St. 

Portsmouth, NH 03801 

lbarr1@mac.com 

 

Vallery Levy 

vallevy@earthlink.net    

 

Joel McCleary 

  Joelmcclea@aol.com 
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RETURN MAIL FORM 
Autumn/Winter 2007 

Please complete this form and return it to us by mail or fax.  Thank you! 

 

The American International School 

Office of Alumni Affairs 

Salmannsdorfer Straße 47, 

A-1190 Vienna, Austria 

Fax (43 1) 40132-5 

 

Name (First, Last, and Maiden): 

  

  

  

 

Grad. Class Year:  

 

Year/Grade you left AIS:   

 

Present address: 

 

Name   

  

Street   

City_____________________State________ 

Country   

Postal code   

 

Telephone number(s) 

Home   

Work   

Fax   

E-mail   

 

If the address you listed above is short term, 

(i.e. college address), please give us a second, 

more permanent address, if available (i.e. c/o 

your parents). 

 

c/o   

  

  

  

  

 

Please tell us any news about yourself that 

could be included in the next issue of The 

Globespotter. 

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

 

If you are in touch with any other AIS alums, 

let us know their addresses. (Your siblings, 

too, if they are also AIS alums). 

  

  

  

  

  

  

 

Do you think your time in Vienna influenced 

your choice of: 

College major ________Career ___________ 

Spouse _____ 

 

Would you return to Vienna for the 50
th

 

Anniversary of AIS in 2009 Y / N   

 

Please tell us of your academic studies after 

having left AIS.  (If you are still a student, 

please list where you are presently enrolled.) 

  

  

  

  

 

Your occupational status: 

Employed full/part time _____  

Self-employed _____ 

Student _____ 

Please list company name and address 

  

  

  

  

 




