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 17:30 – 20:30  
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Food and drinks donated by the Development Office! 
 

We look forward to seeing many of you there! 
 

 
 
 
LETTER FROM DIRECTOR OF DEVELOPMENT... 
 
Dear Alums, 
 
Only a couple of weeks, and then we all have the pleasure of sticking to our numerous New Year’s 
resolutions... One of these resolutions will of course include sending an email to your old and 
beloved school in Vienna and letting them know what you have been up to in the past months, years, 
or decades...  
Honestly – it is ALWAYS wonderful to hear from you alums. Please send us as much information as 
possible about yourself, your siblings, your family or other old AISers. Our email addresses are 
listed at the end of this article.  
 
These days it is easy to keep in touch with us or other alumni – have you visited the AIS Online 
Alumni Database and Bulletin Board. Our technology department set this up in May 2005 and so 
far more than 750 alumni have signed up. The Database offers the Development Office a fantastic  



opportunity to receive the most current and valid addresses as well as other information. In case you 
have not signed up yet, please do so.  
 
The Alumni Database can be accessed from the AIS website www.ais.at, then click on ALUMNI, 
then on ALUMNI DATABASE and enter the password: 40132. We made it as easy as possibly for 
you to register and kindly ask you to spread the word to all your AIS friends and family members. 
Thank you very much! 
 
In June 2005 AIS hosted two large Alumni Reunions – The Classes of the ‘60s met from 2 – 5 June 
and the Classes of the ‘70s met from 16 – 19 June. In total more than 200 alumni came to the 
Reunions from all over the world and had a wonderful time. Thank you all for joining us! As you can 
imagine hundreds of photos were taken, many of which are posted on the following websites: 
www.ais2005.org and www.imagestation.com/album/index.html?id=2125450134. 
 
This year we will continue our efforts to raise money for the AIS 2000+ Theater Campaign. More 
than € 48.000 was donated last year and we hope to raise a much larger sum this year. As many of 
you know, the AIS Theater is in desperate need of renovation and substantial improvement. In 
addition to short term improvements, which include new carpeting and purchasing of technical 
equipment (done this summer), AIS is planning to begin with the long term renovation work in June 
2007.  
 
In support of the AIS 2000+ Theater Campaign, the Arts students and teachers at AIS have 
something really special in store. On Saturday, 3. December, the theater and middle school will be 
the site of the AIS Art-a-Thon. From 9:00 until 19:00 hours audiences will have the opportunity to 
watch non-stop entertainment that includes instrumental and vocal solos and ensembles, dramatic 
performances, exhibitions, guest performers, artistic activities and much, much more. Although 
entrance to this marathon of music, art and drama is absolutely free, the AIS arts students will 
gratefully accept donations of any amount to aid our imminent theater renovation plans. Money 
raised from the refreshment sales will also go to the AIS 2000+ Theater Campaign. The entire AIS 
Community – which of course includes all Alumni – are most cordially invited to attend!  
 
And last but definitely not least - we will be holding our traditional AIS Alumni Reunion on 
Tuesday, 10 January 2006 in the AIS Cafeteria between 17:30 and 20:30 hours. The Development 
and Alumni Office will sponsor food and drinks.  We very much look forward to welcoming many of 
your there. 
 
I wish all of you a wonderful Winter Break and a Happy New Year! Don’t forget to send us any 
information you would like to share with us and it is also our pleasure to help you find old friends, 
classmates, teachers, etc. if we can. Just send us an email and we will do our best! 
 
Cheers, 
Liz  Wollner-Grandville (Class of 1974)  
Director of Development and Alumni Affairs  
e.wollnergrandville@ais.at  
+43 1 40132-243 
Vesna Sehovic 
Assistant to the Development Office 
v.sehovic@ais.at  
+43 1 40132 – 253 
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mailto:e.wollnergrandville@ais.at
mailto:v.sehovic@ais.at


 
SHARE YOUR INFORMATION WITH US... 
 
The AIS Globespotter welcomes news from all AIS alumni. Please share information on your 
whereabouts, jobs, families, pets, sports, etc. with all of us and contact the AIS Alumni Office at 
E.Wollnergrandville@ais.at or V.Sehovic@ais.at For information on AIS, please visit our website 
www.ais.at and check the Alumni pages or click on Extranet, enter the password 40132, and enjoy 
reading the AIS publications, alumni database and forum. Please pass this information on to friends 
and classmates. Thank you! 
 
 
LETTER FROM DIRECTOR... 
 
Dear Alumni, 
  
In case you have not kept up with the latest happenings here at AIS, I would like to introduce myself 
as the new director of your alma mater.  I am now in my fourth month at AIS, getting to know all of 
the history, traditions, and ways of doing things in such a wonderful school and city.  Expectations 
are high, and I am hopeful that I will be able to have a positive influence on the growth and 
improvement of AIS to best meet the needs of our students. 
  
Let me give you a brief overview of my background prior to my arrival here at AIS, spanning a 
career of over 30 years in schools around the world and in the United States.  Growing up in 
Massachusetts, I attended Leominster High School which is located in the central part of the state.  
Following graduation, I attended Providence College in Rhode Island where I received my 
Bachelor's degree in Education majoring in English and social studies. While at Providence, I played 
freshman basketball and defensive back on the varsity soccer squad for four years. 
  
After finishing at Providence, I migrated to New Hampshire where I accepted my first teaching 
position at Thayer Junior-Senior High School in the small town of Winchester.  In addition to 
teaching both English and history, I also coached the varsity boys' basketball and the JV soccer 
teams.  While teaching at Thayer, I returned to post-secondary school, earning my Master's degree 
from Keene State College in Counseling and Consultation.  Soon afterwards, I moved to another 
New Hampshire school, Fall Mountain Regional High School, where I taught English, served as a 
guidance counselor, and for a short time also worked as the athletic director.   
  
During my tenure at Fall Mountain, I once again returned to Keene State to earn my second Master’s 
degree, this time in School Administration.  While taking classes in this program, I learned for the 
first time of the overseas teaching world from a fellow student who had previously been teaching in 
Africa.  I hurried home to share this discovery with my wife, Lori, and soon afterwards we were off 
to our first overseas posting at the American Community Schools in Athens.  Following this job as 
the assistant principal and guidance counselor, my wife and I returned to the US where I took a 
position as assistant principal at Bellows Falls Union High School in Vermont.  Soon afterward, 
however, the overseas bug hit again and my family (now with a son, Tarek) decided we would 
relocate to Thailand, where I took on the job of Development Director at the International School of 
Bangkok.  I realized quickly that working so far away from students and education was not for me, 
and decided to pursue a principal’s position in an international school. 
  
I was lucky enough to land a principal's post at the Walworth Barbour American International 
School in Israel where I stayed for four years.  Then, I moved on to The International School of 
Prague where I became the high school principal and deputy director.  Living in Prague for six years 
was a  
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wonderful experience and leaving was a tough decision.  However, I was fortunate to be offered the 
director’s position here in Vienna last November, a fantastic opportunity for both my family and me. 
 
I am pleased to let you know that the qualities that made AIS such a special place when you were 
here are alive and well.  Our current students remark that what they most appreciate is the caring 
attitude of their teachers and the close relationship that they enjoy with them.  They are challenged 
academically but seem to thrive on this challenge, able to accomplish things that some never 
dreamed possible.   
 
We hope you will stay in contact with us for many years to come and will have an opportunity to 
join one of the alumni meetings during the year or return to Vienna and visit our campus.  You will 
see many physical changes, some programmatic ones, but you can rest assured that the friendly, 
caring atmosphere and the high expectations that helped you be successful and which keep you close 
to AIS still exist.  I look forward to meeting many of you in the years to come.  Please stay in touch. 
 
Kevin Haverty 
Director 

 
GERTI BURKE'S NEWS...    

                          
First of all, a big thank you to all the people who made the reunion of the 60’s and 70’s such a huge 
success. Both reunions have been perfectly organized and enjoyed by everybody who attended. I did 
not know too many people from the 60’s but a lot from the 70’s. I attended the lunch at the AIS 
Cafeteria and the BBQ party at the Hotel Schild where most of the people stayed. It was wonderful 
to see so many of the former students which I had not seen since their graduation from AIS. A bit 
disappointing was, so many of the former students that live in Vienna, did not attend. They really 
missed a wonderful reunion. 
  
Janet Paton who really was missed, was very sad that she could not attend the reunion. Janet is still 
very busy with her museum project, with her family and quite a few other things. 
 
Lorrie and Tim Hammond went to Ireland again to visit their older daughter who has an Art 
Gallery there. Shelley and her family left for Wisconsin. Lorrie and Tim still love the Cape and are 
quite happy there. Christmas will be spent in Ireland again with Cathy. 
 
Courtney Linley (Hill) moved with her family, husband Hugh and Vienna and Ayden to Vienna 
where she got a job. Needless to say that Ann (Winner) is very happy to have them here. Carrie and 
her family live now in Morocco.  
 
Paul Hallinan took off for a trip to South Africa which he and a friend thoroughly enjoyed. Paul 
loves to be retired, going on trips, working in the garden, taking walks on the beach and helping out 
once in a while as a waiter.  
 
Jane and Butch Phend. Butch commuted to an office in Connecticut three times a week. Jane is 
still teaching, she just returned from a trip to Somer and her two grandchildren. Somer wants to do 
some free-lancing, clothing reproduction for a line of children’s clothing.  
 
Winnie Galler-Sackariason also just returned from a trip to Ireland. She and her husband Bob 
enjoy their new house they just moved in.  
 
Joan Lewis (Crunden) is really enjoying retirement. She tutored during the summer on and off, 
visited daughter Stacy in Durano where they both hiked. December she will go skiing and she is  



planning a trip to Kenia and Tanzania in February. Joan is also still in touch with Jack Bullard, too 
bad he never writes.  
 
Tom Connolly was accepted as a H.S. principal at the Bavarian International School in Haimhausen 
north of Munich. Lauren is in her second year of college and Alex graduated from High School. The 
two little ones out of his second marriage are 4 ½ and 2 ½, both kids will attend BIS next year. I sure 
hope to see Tom and his family in Vienna. We have a lot to catch up. 
 
BABIES: Adalbert Fortelni (now Albert Fortell) and his wife had a baby; a little girl named 

Johanna. Bertl is busy making a film for ZDF.  
 
 Charles Weber brought Charles Weber V to the Alumni reunion. He sure is a proud 

papa, carrying Junior around and never letting go of him. 
  
 Ruth Brauer also became a mama.  
 
VISITORS: Cam Oetting, Bill and Karin Bespolka and the Humphries all came at the same 

time and we had a lovely lunch at Wolff’s in Neustift. Karin and Bill were in 
Schärding; they told us that all the kids and grandchildren are well. Cam Oetting 
lives in Boulder, Colorado. The Humphries were on a trip through Europe and of 
course could not bypass Vienna. Gerlind D’Agostino came twice to Vienna this year 
and is also very busy travelling. She enjoys her grandchild, Linda’s little boy. The 
Rosen’s spent their summer in Vienna and we got together for a nice lunch with the 
Kruk’s . We had a lot of memories to share. Barbara and Peter Hetzer spent their 
summer in Dreistetten and later on Heidi joined them. They are all doing well (we did 
not talk about illnesses) and so are Mark, Paul and Eric. I lost track how many 
grandchildren there are already! 

 Hy Logan was at her house in Burgenland, overlooking the repair jobs, cleaning up – 
busy, busy! We never did get together this year - summer just went too fast. Ron 
rather stays home, enjoying his granddaughter Jackie. Did I mention that Mark got 
married?  

 
This letter is a bit shorter than usual but the next one will have more news when all the Christmas 
letters arrive. I am wishing you a very merry Christmas; the best for the holidays and of course a 
happy and healthy New Year! 
 
 
IN THE MAILBAG... 
 
 
 
 
’47-‘49 
We were very surprised to receive this e-mail asking about an alumna who attended AIS back in 
40’s: I was recently given your address as someone who may know about alumni from as long ago as 
1947-1949.  I am searching for Anita Bloomfield, whose father worked for State. I think that his 
name was Alexander but am not sure. I would appreciate any information you may have or any 
sources that you may suggest. Thank you, Martha Carr Martcarr@aol.com
 
‘68 
Chris Zielinski sent us an update on the 60’s reunion that took place last June, here at AIS: Hi! 
Amazingly enough, we are still receiving additions to the reunion photos. Sherry has just posted a  
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further 104 photos she received on CD from Carla Yaffe Krasnick. Thus, since I last wrote on 14 
September, there are now 484 photos on the AIS Reunion website (up from 380): 
http://www.imagestation.com/album/index.html?id=2125450134. To date, there have been 1605 
visits to the site (up from 1440 on 14/9). As last time, we left the new photos all together at the end so 
you don't need to work through the whole mass if you don't want to. If you just want to see the new 
ones, when you reach the opening index page, use the little arrows (beside 1-16 at the top) to get to 
number 381, and then click on a photo to start the album from there. 
 
‘83 
Tom Vogel sent us a short update on his life and this great holiday card: I wanted to submit this 
holiday card for the next Globespotter issue. The picture is me with the mascot of my beloved 
Baltimore Orioles baseball team! Nothing too exciting happening at the present. I just purchased a 
condo in Las Vegas and am still unpacking and preparing for renovations.  Las Vegas just hosted an 
excellent alternative music festival (Vegoose) and I had people from across the country camped out 
in my new home. I truly enjoy reading about AIS alumni, and would love to hear from anyone 
traveling to Las Vegas. (Or even those who aren't!) 
 

 
Tom Vogel with the mascot of Baltimore Orioles 

 
‘92 
Björn Farmer sent in a few lines about himself: Graduated with BS in Business Management from 
Brigham Young University. Married Cydnee on June 22, 1999. Kids: Nicolas (5) and Alexander (2). 
Residence:  Currently in Salt Lake City, Utah -- would love to make it back to Vienna some day! 
Profession:  surgical instruments sales rep for Cardinal Health (for 6 years). Hobby / Community 
Service: Clarinetist in the Utah National Guard 23rd Army Band. Enjoy playing racquetball, skiing, 
singing, piano, and clarinet. 
 
’93  
Kevin Winkie sent in a short message a week ago: I attended AIS for a full year in the 1991-1992 
school year for my junior year of high school and completed the first month of my senior year before 
I moved to Heidelberg, Germany for the rest of my senior year.  I was lucky enough to participate in 
the Senior Zell am See trip the first month of school before I left.  After I graduated out of 
Heidelberg high, I made a trip to Vienna to see my friends' graduation. This was the class of 1993. 
The principle at the time was Mr. Dawson. By the end of the summer of 1993 I joined the United 
States Air Force from Rhein Maine Air Base in Germany and was sent to Texas for basic training 
and Colorado for Tech. school.  I was lucky enough to spend the first seven years of my military 
career in Misawa Air Base, in Japan.  I am currently stationed at Hill Air Force Base in Utah.  I 
have been in the military  
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for 12 years now.  I have been in contact with a few people from Vienna and heard about the class of 
1993 ten-year reunion that was held in Boston (if I'm not mistaken). 
 
‘95 
Mirela Vahdani (nee Volarevic) is trying to find contact information for Dr. John Marrone: I am an 
AIS Alumni, graduated in 1995. Actually I have been looking for Dr. John Marrone who used to 
teach IB history and economics at the time. I have been trying to locate him. Could you help me get 
to his email address somehow? I know that he used to keep contact to Mr. Pat. 
mirela_vahdani@hotmail.com
 
’96  
Hiu Ng sent us an update on herself a few weeks ago: I studied and lived in London for many years 
before I decided to take up a challenge and change my life. Right now I am based in Beijing. Been 
working in the media/IT industry developing interactive media platforms i.e. broadband TV and so 
on. Beijing is more than I expected, and having really the time of my life. I always tell my friends 
who visit that the difference between Beijing and Shanghai is: Shanghai is the perfect one night 
stand- sassy, sexy and immediately impressive, whereas Beijing is the type that you must woo and 
date in order to discover its multi-level completeness and deep beauty. China is truly moving at the 
forefront of change and development. It is really happening here. I am a China Market Entry 
consultant and Government Relations advisor. My main focus and career now is Interactive Media 
Development consultancy for the Chinese market. Worked in CIMG (China Interactive Management 
Group) on Seventeen magazine's and Time Out Beijing's SMS and internet services. Consulted (Asia 
Info, BaiDu.com) James Ding's UITV (Unite Internet TV) on content strategy for its IPTV service. 
Also consulted Johann Yang's (previously known for his co. Great Wall Broadband) content 
aggregation company SMI (Sino-Media International) focused on Internet dv rentals. SMI is also a 
joint venture with Ministry of Culture's Audio-Video Publishing Association. Now in charge of the 
interactive multimedia department of Postcom running all the interactive services for SMS and other 
wireless services, digital tv and portal management. In charge of content aggregation and business 
development in this area. Currently looking for services to bundle with such as SMS content, 
gaming, ringtones, search engines, VOIP partners for a major portal project. Postcom is in 
partnership with Nortel networks bringing out NGN, Mesh and other equipments. Postcom is also 
currently working with GD Netcom for its multimedia projects. 
 
‘01 
We’ve received a short e-mail from Ortal Cohen: My name's Ortal Cohen and I attended AIS from 
97-01. I must say I miss it (and Vienna) very much and will always remember my time there as one of 
the best of my life (so far). I now live in Israel and serve in the army for the past 2.5 years... 
Anyway, I would like to have the password to the alumni section on the AIS website so I could find 
my friends around the world and stay updated. Thank you! 
 
‘05 
The interview below is led between Caroline Schwanzer, AIS Exchange student in Beijing, and 
Ronja Altmann, a ’05 AIS graduate, studying Mandarin at the “Language and Culture University” 
Beijing. 

My name is Caroline Schwanzer and I am currently an exchange student from the 
American International School Vienna. I am 16 years old and am spending my 11th grade year 
abroad. I live with a Chinese host family and am presently enrolled in LuHe High School (A 
school with more than 4,500 High School and Middle School students), Beijing, China. I will, 
however, be returning to Vienna in June 2006.  

In Beijing, I teach an English course in my host-father’s bookshop and tutor my 
schoolmates in English, German and French. Giving, rather than simply taking as an exchange  
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student, is what I am striving for.  
Interviewing Ronja (as she is an AIS alumni) for the “Globespotter”, (Alumni magazine), I 

would, however, classify as a “semi alumni”, as I will be returning to AIS in fall of 2006.  
Mission: Beijing. I am in Beijing on a “fact finding mission”, seeking answers to what 

Westerners find hard to understand. I am in a quest for answers to doubts concerning language, 
culture and misinformation. Language, culture and misinformation constitute a gap that much 
needs someone to bridge it.  

I would herewith, like to contribute to the international aspect represented at AIS Vienna. 
 

 
Mandarin is so overrated,  
I mean, it’s just a language.  
All you need to do is sit down and study.  
Even the characters aren’t that hard, 
once you see the pictures they are based on. 
Ronja Altmann, AIS Alumni 
 

Far away and yet incredibly close: China. Every week 24 ships with merchandise from China 
moor in New York’s harbor. They unload their stock – a variety of cell phones, refrigerators, 
computers and clothes and speedily set about their long journey back to China’s biggest city, 
Shanghai. Yet, shockingly, they return with empty receptacles, or ones filled with recycled paper. 
Why? - In order to produce wrapping for new goods to be exported to the rest of the world.  

For over 25 years China has had an average economic growth of 9 %. Skeptics have ever 
since been announcing that China will not be able to keep up this tempo – Until now they have 
always been wrong.” (Der Spiegel, August 8, 2005). With a population of 1,306,313,812 (July 2005 
est. CIA World Factbook) and an export of goods to the USA ranking top in the world – 169 billion 
dollars export alone, China is becoming more influential in our lives every day, whether we approve 
of it or not.  

Not only in the economic branch is China aiming for unsurpassable wins, with Liu Xiang, the 
22-year old hurdler from China, preeminent for his newest title: “Worlds best hurdler”, more glory 
is bound to fall onto China’s name. He not only left the Athens 2004 Olympics with the gold medal 
dangling from his neck, and a beaming coach walking alongside him, but, also with a new world 
record shedding a new light on his name. “Project 119” is China’s name for the next coup: The 
Beijing 2008 Olympics: A total of 119 possible triumphs. Liu’s motto undoubtedly speaks for itself: 
“Whoever starts a race for China, never fights only for himself”.  

10-15 Years from now, if not sooner, we will be forced to stare into the Dragon’s wide, 
forbidding, gaze. You will be sitting at breakfast, forcing open your overworked, bloodshot eyes, 
running your cramped fingers through your tousled hair and absentmindedly be spooning salt into 
your coffee and pouring milk onto your toast. As you strain your overworked eyes to focus on the 
newspaper, you will notice an article jumping right out at you: You will read about a well-trained, 
extremely witty and assiduous Chinese lawyer and journalist, also immersed in business, informing 
you about current events, treating a case you wanted to handle or decide about your future way of 
life. It may be different, you might come home just in time for dinner and see in the news how a  



chinese Banker is working their way into your business, your proceedings. In any case, it will be you 
and it will be your new challenger: China.  

An exhausted AIS graduate 2005, namely Ronja Altmann was fighting hard to keep her eyes 
open, clutching her bag and oozing her way through masses of people: Correct, she was on her way 
home from University and at precisely that moment trying to get on an overstuffed Beijing subway. 
That’s when I spied her. Sure, we said we’d meet to exchange notes, but the chances of 
spontaneously meeting in a city with 7,362,426 people – AIS students shall stumble across one 
another repeatedly over the globe. Bawling and twisting in laughter we yelled over the heads of a 
horde of Chinese businessmen heading home from work: “I’ll call you”, we hollered, simultaneously 
holding one finger to our ear, and one to our mouth, making sure it was a mutual understanding.  

Around two weeks later, sitting in one of many painful yet intriguingly comfortable-looking 
massage chairs (Obviously testing the like) Ronja turns to me and recounts her incentive on coming 
to Beijing to study Chinese in her “gap“ year before University. “It was 2 am in the morning when I 
was walking home over the Schafberg“, she solemnly recounts, “and I met one of my brothers 
friends who had been in Beijing for a while.” This Eureka moment was the key to the final door she 
needed to execute her idea. Her brother had been in Paraguay during his gap year, and she wanted 
to follow in his footsteps: Experiencing a faraway land. Why not? Undeniably; trying to find 
something in the extremes, she clearly chose the right country, China. 

Ronja is presently enrolled in one of China’s most famous Institutes: The “Language and 
Culture University”. After taking a glimpse at the dingy and grimy dorms, she didn’t hasten to move 
out and seek an apartment. Straightaway she moved in with two female Chinese students who rented 
out their apartment, and she now lives on paying a rent of simply “1250 ¥ (125 €) a month!”, she 
exclaims, “I didn’t even know that was possible!”.  

 After only two months of diligent studies, she was previously engaged in a conversation with 
her neighbor, a woman too curious for her own good. The old lady mentioned that Ronja’s music 
was a little too loud at times, and when I enquired what Ronja was going to do, she collectedly said, 
“I’ll pretend I didn’t understand her” and grinned broadly. 

Wanting to escape the constant pressure to “graduate well-rounded” and succeed in entering 
an Ivy-League school, she remarks that she wanted to “gain independence” and seize a unique 
opportunity. Admittedly, an iota of nervousness took hold of her in mid-May when she announced 
her decision to her classmates, as it does to everyone who has great plans in mind, but the more 
people she encountered who questioned her plans, the more tenacious she grew of putting through 
her idea. Strongly supporting the idea that graduating with an exact goal in mind that one developed 
as, perhaps a freshman, is not the way to live one’s life, she states that “most students don’t like to 
take risks, they like to have everything planned out early on”. She explains that finding out what to 
do in the next 1-4 years is her biggest goal at the moment, rather than finding out her life’s purpose 
and what her future career might be.  

“Mandarin is so overrated”, she suddenly exclaims, “I mean, it’s just a language. All you 
need to do is sit down and study. Even the characters aren’t that hard once you see the pictures they 
are based on”. She quickly wraps up a lecture based on the Chinese character “daily necessities”. 
“See here, this means birds in a tree”, I stare and blink, waiting for the punch line to hit me. 
“Yeah…” she mumbles, “It hasn’t quite gotten hold of me yet either, but it’s interesting!”   

You will want to think about China again, for it is catching up whether we decide to be ready 
or not. The dragon is slowly inching its way closer to power. The earth trembles with it’s weight and 
the chattering of our teeth as we shiver with anticipation as to what this giant will do next. Now the 
world’s greatest mall has shifted it’s position from Edmonton, Canada to Beijing, China, but this is a 
small accomplishment compared to what this colossus has in store for us next.  

We linger in suspense: What will be China’s next momentous feat? 



 

IN MEMORIAM 
 

 
Ellen Hunersen 

 
We are very sorry to inform you that the former faculty staff member, Ellen Hunersen, our 5th 
Grade teacher passed away in August this year. Ellen Hunersen taught Grade 5 at AIS from 1979-
1995, after which time she went into a well-deserved retirement.  I remember her as a widely-read, 
widely-traveled, innovative, fun-loving, compassionate, and much-loved teacher, who gave of her 
time freely to both pupils and parents alike - not to mention to the various pets that the fifth graders 
kept!  Her main philosophy was that "you should always try to learn something new every day", and 
she made sure her pupils did, through demonstration, fun, and laughter. Her tastes were catholic 
and her quest for knowledge and travel unquenchable.  She once mentioned to me that she had swum 
in every sea in the world - from the Arabian to the South China.   On her return to America, she 
immediately sought to keep contact with the arts by taking a job in the Naples Philharmonic Hall, 
where she not only helped visitors attending concerts, but was also able to enjoy the music herself.  
She battled with failing sight, whilst still using a motor-scooter!  Her spirit was indomitable to the 
end.  AIS Vienna will remember her for many years to come.  Text submitted by Imogen Lathbury, 
Director’s Secretary. 

 

Scott Kennett 

31 December 1984 – 14 October 2005 
 

It is with great sadness that we inform you that Scott passed away suddenly on 14 October 2005. He 
will be fondly remembered by all of us at AIS. We have all lost a friend. Scott was a graduate of the 

Class of 2004. He is survived by his parents, Peter and Margaret Kennett, and his sister, Nova 
Kennett. Donations may be made in Scott's name to the National Keratoconus Foundation, 8733 

Beverly Blvd., Suite 201, Los Angeles, CA 90048, (800) 521-2524. 



            
 
 

REUNIONS 
 

 

 
 

THE CLASS OF ’96 REUNION 
 

Brian Bachman is organizing the AIS Reunion 10 years for Class of ’96. Please see the following website for all 
the details or contact Brian on brianbachman@hotmail.com 

 
http://www.evite.com/pages/invite/viewInvite.jsp?inviteId=GBRNUHJIMITMOCOQLNHP&src=email

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
AIS ALUMNI REUNION 

 
TUESDAY, 10 JANUARY 2006 

 17:30 – 20:30  
AIS CAFETERIA 

Food and drinks donated by the Development Office! 
 
 

We look forward to seeing many of you there! 
 

 
 
 

 

http://www.evite.com/pages/invite/viewInvite.jsp?inviteId=GBRNUHJIMITMOCOQLNHP&src=email


 

 
THE 70’s REUNION  

took place here at AIS 
June 16 - June 20, 2005. Here are a few photos taken at the reunion – if you would like to see 

some more please visit http://www.ais2005.org/photos.htm
 
 

 Classes ’72-‘80 
 
 

 
      Angie, Sharon, Brad, Rafaela and Malva at Maria Theresia Platz 

 

 Lunch at Schönbrunn  
 
 
      
     

 

 
 
Class of  ’75: Joe Daw, Rafaela, Gerard 
Martikian, John Ericsson. 

http://www.ais2005.org/photos.htm


 
 

 
 

‘HOME OF THE KNIGHTS’ 
Athletics at a glance 2004/2005 

By Andy Harrison, Athletics Director 
 
  
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
AIS Athletics 2005 - 2005 

  
As the fall season draws to a close AIS Vienna can once again look back with pride at its 
achievements. At the high school level 117 athletes represented the school in soccer, volleyball and 
cross country. At the middle school level 80 students represented the school in soccer, tennis and 
cross country. 
  
AIS hosted tournaments in the SCIS conference for varsity girls volleyball, junior varsity boys 
soccer and middle school tennis. AIS also hosted the varsity boys volleyball ISST championships. 
Without the support of our housing community and our booster club these events would not have 
been possible. 
  
We now look forward to the winter and spring tryouts. Make sure you keep up to date with our 
athletics news on the following web page. 
  
http://www.ais.at/info/ATD/activities/intro.htm
  
 
 
 

 
 

Cut off from that special                                         AIS someone...? 

 

 
 

 
DON'T FORGET THAT YOU CAN TRY TO CONTACT EX-CLASSMATES THROUGH THE NEW 

DATABASE AND BULLETIN BOARD ON HTTP://WWW2.AIS.AT/ALUMNI/INDEX/LOGIN.PHP 
THIS IS A FREE SERVICE FOR ALL ALUMNI AND AIS FORMER FACULTY STAFF.  

 
WE LOVE TO HELP ALUMNI BY BRINGING YOU TOGETHER WITH "LOST" FRIENDS:  WRITE 

TO US AT E.WOLLNERGRANDVILLE@AIS.AT OR V.SEHOVIC@AIS.AT

http://www.ais.at/info/ATD/activities/intro.htm
http://www2.ais.at/alumni/index/login.php
mailto:E.Wollnergrandville@ais.at
mailto:V.Sehovic@ais.at


 
 

CLASS OF 2005 – WHERE THEY WENT 
 
Almendrades, Carolina     Queens College, Canada 
Altman, Ronja      Gap Year - China 
Aulie, Seraphina     Gap Year – then Medical School 
       In UK 
Battaglino, Casey     Macalester College 
Baumann, Eva      Universitat Wien 
Bergan, Kristine     Nansenskolen, Norway 
Berger, Lisa      Universitat Wien 
Bernard, Joelle      Canadian prep school 
Blakeslee, Brandon     Gap Year – then either Calvin 

College or Baylor University 
Boyd, Christina      New York University, Florence 
Brammen, Ryan     University of Bath 
Braunsberg, Olivia     Regent’s College, London 
Brewster, Mariel     New England Conservatory of Music 
Cooke, Geoffrey     Xavier University, USA 
Cooke, Heather      Gap Year 
Coonan, Anthony     Music School - Paris 
Ettl, Anna      Gap – University of Oxford 
Fernandez, Luis      Pennsylvania State Univ., Erie 
Hilliard, John T.     Virginia Tech 
Horhager, Carola     University of Pennsylvania, Wharton 
Ivanova, Kristiana     Regent’s College, London 
Jahn, Sophia      Universitat Wien 
Janov, Michael      Pennsylvania State Univ, Univ Park 
Kaltenbrunner, Anna Ecole Hoteliere de Lausanne, Switzerland 
Kim, Yoon Jee Stanford University 
Kobayashi, Ayako Waseda University 
Kole, Nicholas Rhode Island School of Design 
Köver, Lena University of Oxford 
Landesmann (von Bary), Federico Lauder School of Business, Vienna 
Lichliter, Andreas University of Delaware 
Locascio, Samuel Emmanuel College 
MacDonald, Celine Gap Year 
MacDonald, Scott Northeastern University 
Maher, Yasamin Richmond University, American Univ. London 
Maiyegun, Temi University of Pennsylvania 
Mika, Alex University of Kent 
Mujicic, Aida London School of Economics  
Nolin, Julien Canadian Prep School 
Nordbo, Tov Ohio Wesleyan University 
Paula, Rudolf Universitat, Graaz, Med School 
Prossinger, Violetta University of Bath  
Puiroux, Mathieu St. Louis Univ, Madrid 
Quinhones-Hall, Salome Universitat Wien 
Rahman, N.  King’s College London 
Roddy, Cara Champlain College 
Rose, Daniel Boston Unviersity 
Sa, Min Su Juku → then Japanese University 
Sandoval, Marcello Virginia Tech 
Shiotani, Mai Sophia University, Japan 
Simonionescu, Patrick Lauder Business School, Vienna 
Soteroff, Matthew University of Western Ontario 
Stadler, Niki Bocconi University 
Suarez, Jimena Regents/Richmond 
Tolba, Heitham Gap - University College London 



Varriano, Cristina Carlton University 
Wightman-Steyer, Kristin University of Miami 
Yaacov, Avner Israeli army 
Yoon, In-Sik Carnegie Mellon University 
Zainuddin, Andi Richmond The American University 
 Of London 
. 
 

AIS ALUMNI CLASS REPRESENTATIVES
 

1964 Sherry Burns O’Donnell  
 soburns@pacbell.net  
 
1967 Juno Sylva Englander 

Graben 27/3/14 
1010-Vienna - Austria 
Tel./Fax: +43-1-533-20 38 

 junoenglander@chello.at
 
1970  Yvonne Halberstadt Brandstetter  
  yhalber@attglobal.net
 
1971  Chuck Connell  
  connellpru@aol.com
 
1972  Marty Bobek 
  martyandnora@comcast.net
 
1973  David Rothblum  
  david.rothblum@siemens.com
 
1974  Liz Wollner-Grandville  
  e.wollnergrandville@ais.at
 
1975  Cicely Gilman 
  cicelygilman@yahoo.com
 
1976  Bob Gillcrist  
  bob.gillcrist@hok.com
 
1978  Lucy (Barkanic) Cadwallader  
  lucyshairwork@aol.com
 
1979 David Caffier 

29311 Yarrow Drive 
Wesley Chapel, Florida 33543 
Home phone: (813) 991-6017 
Work (813) 872-5221 

 davidcaffier@cs.com
 david.caffier@sdhc.k12.fl.us 
 

1980  Kevin Bespolka  
  kevin@kidsnet.com
 
1981  Andrea Bauer  
  office@vereint.com
 
1983  Christina Taylor 
  LCTaylor@aol.com 
 
 
1984  Gabriela Fellows 
  ggfellows@aol.com
 
1985  Tatjana Alvegaard 

  tatjana@alvegaard.com
 
1986  Douglas Adams 
  dadams@middlebury.edu
 
1987  Zeynep Gürkök-Müllner 
  zeynep@edv-scouts.at
 
1988  Leslie Solomon 
  leslie@coho.net
 
1989  Tom Zlabinger  
  newnoize@mindspring.com
 
  Robert Solomon 
  Rob.solomon@verizon.net
 
1990  Michelle Brady  
  michellesbrady@aol.com
 
1992  Nina Hartwig  

135 North Holliston Avenue, Apt. A4 
Pasadena, CA 91106 
home: 626.584.1553 
cell:  626.222.8910 
nahartwig@yahoo.com
 
Uta Melzer 
118 East 60th Street, Apt. 24A 
New York, NY 10022 
home: 212.759.9887 
utamelzer@yahoo.com

 
1993  Dieter Fenkart-Froeschl  
 dfenkartfroeschl02@alumni.gsb.columbia.edu
 
1994  Niki Z. Moore 
  nzmoore@uslink.berkeley.edu
 
1995  Mackenzie Dawson Parks 
  mackenzie_parks@yahoo.com
 
1996  Tanja Harel 

ylarath@yahoo.com
 
1998  Doris Klein 
  dorisklein@hotmail.com
 
1999  Dustin Cosentino 
  thomasbuster@mail2world.com
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mailto:thomasbuster@mail2world.com


  
 
2000  Maeve Herbert 
  maeve.herbert@yale.edu
 
2001  Mischa Altmann 
  Mischa@Altmann.at
 
2002  Thomas Altmann  

  thomas@altmann.at
 
2003   Eli Widecki  
  eli_veilchen@hotmail.com
 
2004  Juhi Aggarwal   
  jaggarwal86@hotmail.com
 
   

juhi_aggarwal@yahoo.com
   

Evita Kuzma 
  eva_kuzma@yahoo.com
 

 
We still need Class Representatives for the following years:  1965, 1966, 1968, 1969, 1977, 1982, 

1989, 1991, 1994, or 1997. If you would like to be a Class Representative please write to us at 
E.Wollnergrandville@ais.at or V.Sehovic@ais.at Thanks!  

 
 

 
E-MAIL DIRECTORY

(Notification of new/changed addresses since the last issue of “Globespotter” only) 
 

'72 
Melissa Silk Whitten  
medix_27288@yahoo.com
 
‘74 
Scott Prewett 
skprew@mac.com
 
‘76 
Kit Prewett 
prewett@finlay.com
 
‘77 
Wendy Murphy 
wendy.murphy@neostrada.pl
 
'78 
Scott Nurmi 
nurms@earthlink.net
 
Julie Stoner (nee Rosen)  
jstoner@rdg.boehringer-ingelheim.com
 
’79  
Brent Fleming 
basamfleming@aol.com
 
’80  
Jackie (nee Klein) Baumann 
jackie@thesecurityawarenesscompany.com
 
‘83 
Guillermo Corpus 
Guillermo.Corpus@holcim.com
 
Tom Vogel 
vegasoriole@hotmail.com 
 

'84 
Christopher James   
holguincj@yahoo.com
 
‘85 
Yoon (Ethan) Chang 
yoon.chang@utstar.com
 
‘87 
Gwendolyn Hoek  
gwenhoek@comcast.net
 
‘88 
Stephen Snidanko 
snidanko@telus.net
 
‘89 
Robert Rice 
ricerc71@yahoo.com
 
‘90 
Cristina Polyzoides 
polyzoid@usc.edu
 
‘92 
Björn Farmer 
Bjorn.Farmer@cardinal.com
 
‘93 
Kwan A. Rhee  
mailto:office@kt-design.at
 
'94 
Ashwin Ganesan 
ganesan@cae.wisc.edu
 
Sameer Wadhwa 
sameer.wadhwa@xps.cfgrp.co.za
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Natascha Demner 
natascha@demner-ny.com 
 
‘95 
Mirela Vahdani (nee Volarevic) 
mirela_vahdani@hotmail.com
 
‘96 
Hiu Ng 
hiu@3rpg.com
 
Marija Tatalovic 
Tatalovic.Marija@dorsey.com
 
Brian Bachman  
brianbachman@hotmail.com 
 
’97 
Jasmina Tatalovic  
jasmina79@hotmail.com
 
Santiago Campos 
santiago.campos@cide.edu
 
‘98 
Milorad Cukic 
Milorad.Cukic@osce.org 
 
‘99 
Courtney Colaianni 
c.colaianni@comcast.net
 
Maia Troxel 
 mtroxel@gmail.com
 
Kristine Rakkenes 
kristrak@ulrik.uio.no
 
Sarah Sladen 
sslade@law.columbia.edu
 
‘00 
Geoffrey Brennan 

gbrennan@eden.rutgers.edu
 
Zeynep Guven 
zgueven@fas.org
 
‘01 
Ortal Cohen 
orti_rachel@hotmail.com
 
‘04 
Jessica Robinson 
jrobins@CLEMSON.EDU
 
‘05 
Akiko Kugo 
kugo-tat@tkh.att.ne.jp
 
 

 
YOU CAN ALSO TRY TO 

CONTACT EX-CLASSMATES 
THROUGH THE NEW 

DATABASE AND BULLETIN 
BOARD ON OUR WEB SITE 

(WWW.AIS.AT CLICK 
ALUMNI, THEN DATABASE 

AND ENTER PASSWORD 
40132). 
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AIS RETURN MAIL FORM 

Fall 2005 
Please complete this form and return it to us by mail or fax.  Thank you! 

 
The American International School 

Salmannsdorfer Straße 47, 
A-1190 Vienna, Austria 

Fax (43 1) 40132-5 
 

Name (First, Last, and Maiden): 
  
  
  
 
Grad. Class Year:  
 
Year/Grade you left AIS:   
 
Present address: 
 
Name   
  
Street   
City_____________________State________ 
Country   
Postal code   
 
Telephone number(s) 
Home   
Work   
Fax   
E-mail   
 
If the address you listed above is short term, 
(i.e. college address), please give us a second, 
more permanent address, if available (i.e. c/o 
your parents). 
 
c/o   
  
  
  
  
 
Please tell us any news about yourself that 
could be included in the next issue of The 
Globespotter. 
  
  
  
  
  

  
  
  
 
If you are in touch with any other AIS alums, 
let us know their addresses. (Your siblings, 
too, if they are also AIS alums). 
  
  
  
  
  
  
 
Do you think your time in Vienna influenced 
your choice of: 
College major ________Career ___________ 
Spouse _____ 
 
Would you return to Vienna if a reunion were 
planned at AIS?  Y / N   
 
Please tell us of your academic studies after 
having left AIS.  (If you are still a student, 
please list where you are presently enrolled.) 
  
  
  
  
 
Your occupational status: 
Employed full/part time _____  
Self-employed _____ 
Student _____ 
Please list company name and address 
  
  
  
  



 
SUPPORT THIS YEAR’S AIS 2000+ THEATRE/FINE ARTS CAMPAIGN 

AND ORDER YOUR AIS LOGO T-SHIRT OR POLO NOW 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
I would like to order  ___________ Classic white AIS Logo T-
Shirt(s) 
Size ________________  (S, M, L, XL, children’s sizes 5-6 years, 
9-11 years) 
 
1 T-shirt:  € 12 (incl. Postage) 
3 T-shirts € 30 (incl. Postage)  
 
 
 
I would like to order ______________ AIS Logo T-Shirt 
Color: blue ______ size  ___________ (XS, S, M, L) 
Color: gray ______ size ____________(M, L, XL, children’s sizes 
5-6 years, 9-11 years) 
  
1 T-shirt: € 16  (incl. Postage) 
3 T-shirts: €  40 (incl. Postage) 
 
 
 
I would like to order    ___________   AIS Polo Shirt(s) short 
sleeves 
Colors:  red, light gray, dark gray _________   
size ___________ (S, M, L) 
Color: white  _______  size __________(S, M) 
 
1 Polo:  €  22 (incl. Postage) 
3 Polos: €  60 (incl. Postage) 
 
I would like to order ______________ AIS Polo Shirt(s) long 
sleeves 
Color: blue ___________ size _________ (S, M) 
 
1 Polo:  € 26 (incl. Postage) 
3 Polos : € 72 (incl. Posage) 
 

PLEASE SEND OR FAX THIS ORDER FORM TO AIS, DEVELOPMENT OFFICE, 
SALMANNSDORFERSTR. 47, 1190 WIEN, AUSTRIA.  PHONE:  431 40132, FAX: 431 401 325. 



HOW TO MAKE A GIFT TO THE AIS 2000+ 
FUNDRAISING CAMPAIGN 

 
 
Please note that donations or grants made to AIS by residents or citizens of the United States are tax 
deductible. This is possible through the American International School in Vienna, Inc. - our 
Delaware Corporation. This not-for-profit organization is exempt from federal US income taxes under 
Internal Revenue Service law 501 (c) (3). The amount of the gift will therefore qualify for deduction on 
the donor’s annual US income tax return for the year the gift is made.  
 

1. If you wish to write a check in US Dollars payable to: “American International School in Vienna, Inc. Delaware” 
(the AIS US-based account), simply send it to the AIS Development Office, American International School, 
Salmannsdorfer Straße 47, 1190 Vienna, Austria. We will then deal with all necessary details and forward the check to 
the US bank on your behalf.  
 
2. If you wish to send the money directly to the AIS Delaware account, please instruct your bank to transfer the 
funds/check to:  
 

Account Nr: 751-04231 
Mellon Bank, Pittsburgh, PA 

International Swift Wire: MELNUS3P 
Credit Merrill Lynch 
Account Nr: 101-1730 

American International School 751-04231 
Routing Nr: 043000261 (in USA) 

 
 If you choose this option, please send us a copy of your money transfer so we can credit your donation on our donors 
list. Thank you!  
 
3.   Of course, you may also transfer the donation directly to the AIS bank account in Vienna:  
 
AIS 2000+ Campaign Account  
Österreichische Volksbanken AG, Account Number: 41424663049 
payable to the American International School, Salmannsdorfer Straße 47, 1190 Vienna, Austria. 
 
 OR  
 
4.  Send a Euro check directly to the AIS Development Office, Salmannsdorfer Straße 47, 1190 Vienna, Austria. 
  

MATCHING GIFT DONOR PROGRAMS 
 

Please also note that many international and US corporations have Matching Gift Donor Programs that will match 
their employees’ contributions to a non-profit organization such as AIS. These matches can be as high as 2:1 or 3:1 for 
every dollar you donate. Some companies who have already done this for AIS are Coca-Cola and Baxter Allegiance 
(Immuno AG). By taking advantage of this important employee benefit, you can support this year’s AIS 2000+ "Signs 
and Sound" Campaign. Your contribution may qualify for a matching gift if you are: a current or retired employee; the 
spouse of an employee; a corporate director; or an employee of its subsidiary. To find out if your employer has a 
matching gift program, contact your benefits or human resources office. You will then receive a Matching Gifts Form. 
The AIS Development Office will be happy to assist you in filling out this form and supplying you with the required 
documents.  
 
 
Just to name a few - here are some companies which have this type of a program: ARCO, Bank Julius Baer, BP America, 
Cisco Systems, Coca-Cola Company, Colgate Palmolive, IBM Corporation, Johnson & Johnson, McDonald’s 
Corporation, Merck Company Foundation, Merrill Lynch, Philip Morris Companies Inc., Sony USA, Sun Microsystems, 
and Unilever. 
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