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Strategic Plan 2021-2026
Priority Areas

01
Teaching & Learning

Empowering students 
to strive for personal 

growth and excellence.

02
Character & Community

Cultivating ethical, 
purposeful and balanced 

citizens of a diverse 
community.

03
Facilities

Creating spaces to 
support innovative 

learning.

04
Finance

Stewarding resources 
to support current and 

future students.

Environmental Ethics & Sustainability
The AIS community is committed to developing an 

environmentally friendly school by raising environmental 
awareness, making environmentally friendly decisions, including 

environmental action and education in our daily routine, and 
supporting the environmental policies of Austria.

Our Mission
At the American International 
School Vienna, we empower 
each student with the skills and 
character strengths necessary 
to be positively impactful global 
citizens who strive for personal 
growth and excellence in an 
ever-changing world.

Our Vision
A community of innovative 
learners realizing their chosen 
futures with courage, curiosity, 
and joy.

Our Values
Respect
We will be kind, considerate, 
inclusive, and thoughtful in our 
interactions with others and the 
environment.

Aspire
We will pursue our passions, 
imagine possibilities, and make 
them real. 

Achieve
We will apply ourselves to the 
best of our ability with effort 
and ingenuity, and strive for 
personal growth.
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Key Facts

STUDENTS 791 NATIONALITIES 67 LANGUAGES SPOKEN AMONG STUDENTS 43

FAMILIES 504

CLASS OF 2021 
COLLEGE
ACCEPTANCE 
RATE

100%

YEARS IN EXISTENCE 62
ALUMNI NETWORK MEMBERS 13,737

CAMPUS AREA 45,000 m2

TOTAL EMPLOYEES 186
SPORTING
EVENTS

74

STUDENT LAPTOPS & IPADS

894

ARTS
EVENTS
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December 2021GlobeSpotter 03



December 2021 GlobeSpotter04

A Letter 
from the Director

With the Winter Break around the corner, student life at AIS Vienna 
is thriving. Music and theatrical performances are back, as well as 
athletics, retreats, field trips, and club activities. Winter is here, and for 
many of our alumni, we are entering the season of homecoming and 
reunion. If you find yourself back in Vienna over the coming months, 
welcome home!

Kathy Miner, DEd
Director

As AIS Vienna’s Community Engagement & 
Advancement Coordinator, my role focuses 
on engaging our community in a positive 
spirit of connection and contribution in 
support of our Guiding Statements, Strategic 
Plan, and Core Values. It has been a joy to 
serve AIS Vienna in this new capacity over 
the last few months. 

The AIS Vienna community has proven to 
be profoundly engaged and committed to 
supporting the experience of current and 
future students. Through gifts of time, talent, 
and treasure, current and former parents, 
employees, and students have enabled 
us to offer an array of unique learning and 
community-building experiences this year. 
These innovative opportunities include our 
first-ever Halloween pumpkin patch on 

campus, a new Career Exploration workshop 
series for students, and new learning 
equipment in all divisions. 

We launched our first Annual Fund on 
September 13, 2021 and cultivated more than 
€50,000 in donations within the first two 
months. This unrestricted pool of funding 
enables us to provide students with relevant 
and timely opportunities; it allows us to stay 
flexible as learning needs develop throughout 
the year. Community members from around 
the world have shown immense generosity 
and engagement through their financial 
contributions, and students are immediately 
feeling the effect. However you engage with 
AIS Vienna, thank you, and I hope to see you 
on campus again soon!
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A Letter from the
Community Engagement & 
Advancement Coordinator

Stephanie Hilliard
Community 
Engagement & 
Advancement 
Coordinator

An excellent school is 
continuously improving. At AIS 
Vienna, we are always looking 
for ways to thoughtfully pursue 
new ideas, new possibilities, and 
new ways to be the best version 
of ourselves. The Strategic Plan 
continues our ongoing journey 
on behalf of current and future 
students. Last year’s strategic 
planning process was intensive 
and inclusive through community 
surveys, listening sessions, and 
virtual workshops to gather and 
analyze the collective hopes and 
dreams, concerns and critiques, 
and ambitions and aspirations 
for AIS students. This year sees 
the launch of year 1 of our newly 
adopted Strategic Plan 2021-2026 
and updated Mission, Vision, and 
Core Values. 

Our Mission
At the American International 
School Vienna, we empower 
each student with the skills and 
character strengths necessary 
to be positively impactful global 
citizens who strive for personal 
growth and excellence in an ever-
changing world.

Our Vision
A community of innovative 
learners realizing their chosen 
futures with courage, curiosity, 
and joy.

Our Values
Respect: We will be kind, 
considerate, inclusive and 
thoughtful in our interactions with 
others and the environment.
Aspire: We will pursue our 
passions, imagine possibilities, 
and make them real.
Achieve: We will apply ourselves 
to the best of our ability with 
effort and ingenuity and strive for 
personal growth.

Thank you for continued 
engagement with the AIS Vienna 
of today. As globally mobile 
students, you came together in 
your youth to build friendships and 
build common understandings. As 
internationally minded alumni, you 
have carried your friendships with 
you as you have moved around 
the world. AIS Vienna made you 
a family and we are here to keep 
you connected to our ever-
growing community.
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As we ride along the waves of 
these past crazy months (in 
the meantime years), let me 
first ask you: “How are you?” 
No, I don’t mean your general 
wellbeing, but I want to know 
how you really are doing, 
deep inside, your soul, your 
thoughts, your feelings? I do 
hope you are fine to a certain 
extent and if you ever feel like 
talking, laughing, crying, or 
just sitting there and staring 
into a face, please do get in 
touch with me (via phone, 
email, Zoom, personal). As AIS 
Vienna alumni, you are part 
of a very special community. 
We will always be here to help 
and brace you whenever and 
wherever we can. 

In the meantime, welcome to 
the next issue of our alumni 
magazine, the GlobeSpotter. 
So much has happened 
during the past year. Even 
though we had to go through 
various lockdowns, distance 
education, or weekly changes 
to rules and regulations 
regarding the pandemic, we 
tried capturing as many events 
as possible in this edition, with 
articles and pictures. Whether 
on or off campus, the AIS 
Vienna community has lots 
to tell. I hope you enjoy the 
ride through the pages while 
reminiscing about the good 
old days.

At AIS Vienna, we focus on 
providing students with the 
best education in the best 
environment possible. No 
matter where they want to 
excel, we strive to make sure 
all our students have the tools 
and resources they need to 
prepare them for tomorrow’s 
workforce. Be assured that 
we appreciate all your support 
and look forward to your 
continued involvement with 
the AIS Vienna family. To 
continue offering our students 
a top-notch education, we 
would like you to consider 
donating to our Annual Fund. 
Be part of the transformative 
work of AIS by making a gift 
today! Instructions on how 
to give Euros or US Dollars 
can be found on our official 
website. 

If you have any questions 
concerning updating your 
address, tracking classmates, 
upcoming reunions, or simply 
promoting the good name of 
our school, please contact us.

Remember to drop by the 
school (upon appointment) 
whenever you guys are in 
Vienna or the 19th district. 
AIS Vienna keeps on changing 
constantly. There is always 
something new to see or a 
teacher to visit. Until we meet, 
stay in touch, stay safe, and 
keep spreading that incredible 
Knights’ spirit wherever you 
go.

A Letter from the
Alumni Affairs Manager

Zeynep Gürkök-Müllner ´87
Alumni Affairs Manager
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My Dear AIS Vienna Alumni,

Servus from Salmannsdorf!
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https://www.ais.at/giving/giving-to-ais-vienna
https://www.ais.at/giving/giving-to-ais-vienna
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The AIS Vienna Strategic Plan
2021-2026

An excellent school is continuously 
improving. We are always looking for 
ways to thoughtfully pursue new ideas, 
new possibilities and new ways to be 
the best version of ourselves. 

The strategic planning process was 
intensive and inclusive through 
community surveys, listening sessions 
and virtual workshops to gather and 
analyze your collective hopes and 
dreams, concerns and critiques, and 
ambitions and aspirations for AIS 
Vienna students. 

This five-year strategic plan was a 

broad-based planning exercise in which 
we gathered the collective voices from 
across all stakeholder groups to write 
another chapter of the AIS Vienna 
story.

Our unique and powerful process is 
highlighted here in a story on the Local 
website.

A very special thank you to our Grade 
12 student Hannah, who participated 
on the Steering Committee, and gave a 
short interview about her participation 
in the process, highlighting the 
importance of including student voices.

Our 
Journey to 
Excellence,
Continued

The Strategic 
Plan continues our 
ongoing journey on 
behalf of current and 
future AIS Vienna 
students.

https://www.thelocal.at/20210820/education-the-vienna-school-where-children-are-shaping-its-future-ais-vienna-tlccu/
https://www.thelocal.at/20210820/education-the-vienna-school-where-children-are-shaping-its-future-ais-vienna-tlccu/
https://www.ais.at/about/strategic-plan-2021-2026
https://www.ais.at/about/strategic-plan-2021-2026
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How AIS Vienna Continues to Raise 
the Bar for Sustainable Education

AIS Vienna: 
A School
of the 
Future
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Reduce, Reuse, Recycle
Located in the beautiful greenery of the Vienna 
Woods, AIS Vienna is inherently linked with nature. 
But in recent years, we have continuously taken our 
sustainable efforts even further. In a major effort 
to reduce our carbon footprint, the school installed 
solar panels on the roofs. As a result, we have been 
able to save 177 tons of CO2 over the past two 
years. To save trees and forests, we use a campus 
wide printing system that aims to limit the overuse 
of paper. But it’s not just paper we’re reducing: an 
overall conscious effort aims to eliminate as much 
plastic as possible and switch to biodegradable 
alternatives across the premises, such as on the 
artificial turf sports field, where olive seeds have 
replaced the micro plastic pellets, or at the cafeteria. 
And speaking of the cafeteria, AIS prioritizes AMA 
certified local products to reduce transport and CO2 
emissions.

New Year, New Gear
This past summer, while the students were off 
enjoying their hard-earned vacation after a school 
year with unprecedented challenges, the school’s 
administration was hard at work implementing the 
latest improvements. Full or partial renovations in 
grades 3, 4, 7, and 8, 18 brand new modern smart 
LCD boards in High School classrooms, two rebuilt 
parking lots, including electricity for future e-cars, 

and a new outdoor green space on the roof for High 
School students, which not only helps keep the 
building itself cooler during the spring and summer 
months, but provides a new outdoor learning space, 
awaited students and faculty members upon their 
return in mid-August. The highlight, however, 
is perhaps the Elementary School Science and 
Innovation Lab, where Elementary School students 
are now getting a hands-on science education 
unlike anywhere else in Austria. “The new space is 
imaginative and adaptive, and AIS Vienna’s young 
global citizens will utilize the tools they learn here to 
design innovative solutions for the problems facing 
the world today with courage, curiosity, and joy,” 
says Brian Golden, ES Science & Innovation Lab
Coach & Coordinator.

All Eyes On The Future
AIS Vienna was able to renovate the ES Science 
& Innovation Lab thanks to generous community 
members who donated more than €225,000 in the 
last academic year. Future projects aim to expand 
outdoor learning spaces and build new facilities that 
will continue to connect students to nature and the 
environment and ensure that this is part of their 
learning.

Learn more about giving back to AIS Vienna through 
gifts of time, talent, and treasure.

In the new 
Elementary 
School Science & 
Innovation Lab, ES 
students receive 
an unparalleled and 
imaginative education 
to prepare them for 
the problems facing 
the world today.

The American International School Vienna has a long tradition of striving for excellence in education 
that spans more than six decades. And while certain values, like fostering a respectful environment, 
inspiring students to achieve their goals, and establishing a sense of community remain, a modern 
world needs a modern approach to education. In order to help students grow into responsible 
global citizens, AIS Vienna has dedicated itself to making sustainability a part of our identity. 
“Environmental friendliness is not only part of classroom learning across all divisions, but it is also 
part of the learning that takes place outside our formal curriculum in various student clubs and 
activities,” says Benjamin Kuscher, Business Manager at AIS Vienna.

https://www.ais.at/giving/giving-to-ais-vienna
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HS Speech & 
Debate
AIS Vienna competed in its 
second virtual speech and debate 
tournament, hosted by Cairo 
American College, medaling in 
every event we entered! Evgeny 
captured 1st place in Impromptu 
Speaking (here’s his winner) and 
the popular “Student Choice 
Award”. Nelly’s enormously 
amusing Oral Interpretation piece 
(here) conquered 2nd place, and 
Christoph’s musings on how our 
sense of time has been warped by 
the pandemic (here) nabbed a 3rd 
place. Huge congratulations to all 
students and teachers who did a 
fantastic job of representing AIS 
Vienna.

MS Student 
Council Art 
Project
The Middle School Student 
Council proudly presents a 
MS Art Project that shows 
anti-discrimination and racism 
messages! It is displayed on the 
large wall at the bottom of the MS 
stairs as you head down the stairs 
towards the Theatre.

Award Winning Author on Campus
AIS Vienna Middle School students were recently treated to a live Zoom 
call with award winning author Jason Reynolds as a part of our One 
Book One Middle School initiative. Jason read from the book “Look Both 
Ways” and shared his passion for reading and writing with the students. 
Students were asked to submit questions, which Jason answered in the 
assembly event. We look forward to continuing to draw on the themes of 
his writing over the course of the school year.

Celebrating Achievement: Our IB Results
Congratulations to the 51 students who completed their International 
Baccalaureate (IB) exams and coursework this past spring!

AIS had a fantastic 100% Diploma pass rate with students earning a 37 
average total score, and our average course score was 5.83. We had 17 
students who scored 40-45 points including three students who earned 
45 points.

The Class of 2021 should be proud of their accomplishments, especially 
considering the challenges they faced over the past two academic years. 
We know their IB experience has prepared them well for university and the 
future.

Congratulations to our students! We’re so very proud of you!

WORLD AVERAGE AIS VIENNA AVERAGE

2021 2020 2019 2018
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Learning about the UN
Shortly before the October Break, ES students began learning about 
the purpose and functions of the United Nations. We are grateful 
to our wonderful UN Day Coordinators and our ES International 
Mindedness Team for collaborating with UN Information Service (UNIS) 
to create informative and thought-provoking visuals for our students to 
experience.

Throughout the year, students will continue their learning with a 
deeper look at the UN Rights of the Child and a UN Rights of the Child 
Assembly.
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=gDMReKf4KKo
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=B9VOJroEjO0
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=EUylOHrYsx0
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Eagle Scout Project
Elementary School herb and vegetable planters were built by Tony 
Carmine ’24 (son of Tini ’87 and Renée ’90 Carmine) and his fellow 
scouts to further AIS Vienna on our path to sustainability.

Cause for Celebration
Congratulations to Sherri Spelic (long term Elementary School PE 
Teacher) whose poem “What outdoorsy means and for whom” was 
selected to appear in Outside Voices, an e-book publication by 
Youth Hostel Association, England and Wales. Additionally, Sherri 
was interviewed by illustrator, Dr. Pen Mendoca, who created a 
graphic representation of their talk which appears with the poem. 
The poem originally appeared on Sherri’s personal blog as part of the 
#31DaysIBPOC writing project and published as part of a larger project 
on marginalized populations in outdoor spaces.

Congratulations to Sherri AGAIN on her recent interview for the Praxis 
Pedagogy Podcast with Tim Carson. The conversation included 
pedagogy, books, podcasts, and what kids are really concerned about in 
PE.
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Globetrottin’ ADs
Globetrottin’ ADs is a podcast to 
bring Athletic Directors, Activity 
Coordinators, Coaches, and 
friends from International Schools 
around the world together. It 
is hosted by Matt Fleming, AIS 
Budapest and Nick DeForest, AIS 
Vienna. Listen to this episode 
to which AIS alumnae Anna 
Chanduvi was also invited.

NFHS School 
Honor Roll
The National Federation of State 
High School Associations (NFHS) 
announced that AIS Vienna is the 
first international school to earn 
Level 1 status in the NFHS School 
Honor Roll. To read the full press 
release from the NFHS, please 
click here.

Munich Athletics 
Trip
This past fall, we partnered with 
Munich International School 
to send 135 student athletes 
to Munich to compete in HS 
Soccer, HS Volleyball, MS & HS 
Cross Country, and MS Tennis! 
Thanks to a comprehensive 
COVID concept, our students 
were able to enjoy a weekend of 
competition, school spirit, and 
fun! This was their first Athletics 
trip since the fall of 2019!

Serious 
Educational 
Games
Dr. Inez Harker-Schuch, of The 
Planet Academy, spent two 
days with the 6th grade trialing 
3D learning tools and serious 
educational games (SEGs) to 
improve understanding and 
knowledge related to the 
planetary boundaries and the 
sustainable development goals 
(SDGs) – with a particular 
focus on climate change and 
biodiversity.

AIS Community 
Advertisements 
on Facebook
This private Facebook group is 
our online community “Craigslist” 
or “Willhaben”. Please help us fill 
it with information about local 
housing for our new faculty and 
staff as well as information about 
childcare, jobs, items for sale, etc. 
Signing up is for free and very 
easy. Here is the link.

The AIS Vienna 
YouTube Channel
Want to see the school in action? 
Feel the Knights’ spirit again 
with concerts, events, and even 
athletics live streaming on the AIS 
Vienna YouTube Channel.

AIS Vienna School 
Stories
For more fantastic, fun, and 
interesting news and stories from 
AIS Vienna, take a look at our 
School Stories on the AIS Vienna 
website.

https://edifiedlistener.blog/2020/05/28/black-and-outdoors-at-a-time-like-this/
https://livemore.yha.org.uk/outside-voices
https://praxispedagogy.com/podcasts/episode-74/
https://praxispedagogy.com/podcasts/episode-74/
https://anchor.fm/globetrottinads/episodes/Globetrottin-ADs---S2E21---Anna-Chanduvi-Role-Model-e11d4de
https://www.nfhs.org/articles/american-international-school-in-vienna-austria-is-first-international-school-to-join-nfhs-school-honor-roll/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/aiscommunityads
https://www.youtube.com/aisvienna
https://www.youtube.com/aisvienna
https://www.ais.at/about/school-stories
https://www.ais.at/about/school-stories
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Coco Scharrer
HS Spanish Teacher
17 years at AIS Vienna

Fred Miller
MS PE & Health Teacher
20 years at AIS Vienna

Rebecca Lemos
MS Math Teacher
8 years at AIS Vienna

Connie Miller
MS Reading & Writing Teacher
20 years at AIS Vienna

Ellen Levenhagen
ES Art Teacher
1 year at AIS Vienna
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Congratulations, Graduates!
The 61st Commencement Ceremony of the American International School Vienna for the Class of 
2021 took place on June 5, 2021 at the beautiful Palais Liechtenstein. After a challenging school 
year, it was wonderful to be able to come together, in person, to mark this achievement for our 
graduates. While attendance was limited due to restrictions at the time, the full ceremony was 
recorded and can be seen here.

Congratulations to the graduates of the Class of 2021!

Retiring Staff and Faculty 
People are at the center of our work, and AIS Vienna has said goodbye to a great number of 
faculty and staff who had huge impacts on our program. In June 2021, we said farewell to 
7 beloved faculty members. We wish them the very best in their future endeavors and look 
forward to seeing them again someday.

Debra Lechner
Director of Teaching & Learning
7 years at AIS Vienna

Ginny Sampson
HS Art Teacher
10 years at AIS Vienna

Once a Knight, always a Knight!

https://youtu.be/ed4RkqkJoLY
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Sad Farewells
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Stephen “Steve” 
Remp ’65
Steve passed away at his home 
in the Cotswolds surrounded 
by his wife of four years, Anna, 
his children, their partners, and 
extended family members. Steve 
had a passion for life and filled 
his with so many adventures and 
friends. He never stopped looking 
forward to the next event. While 
undergoing chemo treatments he 
was planning for a motorcycle trip 
through Sardinia (among other 
locales). Steve is missed, but 
memories of time shared with him 
are treasured by many of us.
 

A photo from a mini AIS reunion 
(taken a couple of years 
ago). Standing l to r: Monica 
(Niederhoffer) Bloxam ‘65, Mary 
Ann (Ward) Burrows ‘65, Gina 
(Wentzel) Wolfe ‘64; seated Steve 
Remp.

Robert Dodge ‘88
It is with a very heavy heart 
that we announce the passing 
of one of our beloved Knights. 
Unfortunately, he left us way too 
early. Our thoughts and prayers 
during this difficult time are with 
his mom, Ms. Holly Dodge (former 
ESL teacher), and his whole family 
as well as his friends. May his soul 
rest in peace. Servus Robert, wir 
werden dich vermissen!

Bruce Tindall ‘73
We received the sad news of 
his passing from his sister, Blair 
Tindall ‘78. Our thoughts and 
prayers are with his whole family 
as well as friends. May his soul 
rest in peace. Servus Bruce, you 
will be dearly missed!

Joy Dillow Dupuis 
’86
It is with great sorrow and a 
heavy heart that we announce 
the untimely passing of our dear 
alumni community member Joy. 
Although Joy’s life ended before 
we were ready, the time that she 
spent in our lives was memorable 
and full of joy. Beautiful inside 
out, she was a sweet, polite, 
helpful, smart, and thoughtful 
human being. Always there for 
others, she enjoyed every single 
second of this life she thoroughly 
enjoyed living. Our thoughts go 
out to her family and friends. 
Servus liebe Joy, may your soul 
rest in peace!

Robert Alvey ‘82
We received the sad news of 
his passing from his sister, 
Patty Kirchner ‘81. A passionate 
basketball player during his AISV 
times, he was a sweet soul. Our 
thoughts and prayers are with his 
whole family as well as his friends. 
May his soul rest in peace. Servus 
Rob, you will be dearly missed!

Richelle Main ’88
She fought long and bravely. But, 
unfortunately, lost her battle with 
cancer. Richelle had a bucket list 
which she wanted to go through 
before leaving. With the help of 
her fellow AISV alumni friends she 
was able to check off a few items 
from that list. Oh, how happy 
that made her. Our thoughts 
and prayers are with her whole 
family as well as friends. Servus 
sweet angel, may your soul rest in 
peace!

“
Don’t be dismayed at 
good-byes. A farewell 

is necessary before 
you can meet again.

”
- Excerpt from Joy Dillow’s senior yearbook quote, 

originally by Richard Bach.
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Class of 1971 50th Reunion
June 2021 via Zoom

Class of 1987 Reunion
October 2021 via Zoom

Class of 1978, ‘79 & ‘80 Reunion
October 2021 via Zoom
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Class of 1967, ‘68 & ‘69 Reunion
November 2021 via Zoom

Class of 2019 Reunion
November 2021 via Zoom
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AIS Memories: An interview with Henny Behrendt 
(former PE Teacher) by her son, Andy Behrendt ‘91

Henny, thank you for joining us on 
exploring the history of AIS and its spirit.

As a former teacher with one of the 
longest years of service and memories 
going back to the early times of AIS, can 
you tell us how you became a member of 
the AIS community?

As a student for Physical Education and 
Geography at the University of Vienna, I 
sometimes acted as an AIS bus chaperone 
in the early 60’s. Arriving at the AIS parking 
lot - seeing the school building in this nice 
location at the edge of the Vienna Woods 
and the very young teachers welcoming 
the students - I thought it must be great to 
work at this school.

It was years later spring ‘66 that I learned 
from my friend Manfred, who was in 
contact with Hans (Phys. Ed. teacher since 
1962) about an open position for Physical 
Education. I applied for the job and after 
an interview with the director my dream 

became true. I became a member of the 
AIS P.E. department at the beginning of 
the school year 1966/67.

After March 1973 I stayed at home for 
six years to take care of my two children 
and also because the P.E. position was 
occupied then. I kept intensive contact by 
substituting and refereeing and I was so 
happy to be able to return as a permanent 
teacher in 1979, staying at AIS for the next 
23 years.

Already during my High School times, I 
wanted to become a teacher, especially 
for Physical Education allowing me to 
work with young people being passionate 
for sports. Being an athlete myself on 
the Austrian national gymnastics team, 
I experienced so much support from my 
coaches which inspired me in my role as 
teacher and coach at AIS.

To read the rest of the interview, please 
click here.

https://www.ais.at/alumni/alumni-news/alumni-interview
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Sherry (O’Donnell) 
Burns ’64
Here is a blast from the past – a 
photo from the 1964 graduation 
with Director Formanek. Gina 
(Wentzel) Wolfe ’64 is giving the 
speech.

Margie Arms ’64
I’m living in Minneapolis, MN,  
working part time as a Senior 
Companion, and lucky enough to 
get to help care for some of my 
grandchildren!

Joan (Wiener) 
Jones ’68
Joan sent in two photos, one of 
her older brother Paul ’64 and 
herself in Arches National Park.

The time I spent at AIS was only the senior year, 
but I have many fond memories like the delicious 
Schnecken we ate at 10 am break. I was waltzing 
most of the time in Vienna since I was of that 
debutant age. Wonderful time. I am well in Tokyo 
with my husband retired from the government and 
we spend most of the time birding in the mountains. 

I was planning to visit Vienna after 50 years last year 
but unfortunately, I had to cancel due to COVID. I 
hope one day to visit your beautiful city again and 
walk around the lovely landscape near AIS from 
where I used to walk back home in good weather. 
Please stay safe and well. Servus! 

Warren Brickell ’67
Here is a picture of me and Adam 
Lisowski ’68 am Stubenring. 
Interesting that Adam’s daughter 
Athena is now at AIS in Grade 5, 
and so the wheel turns.

While I did not graduate from AIS, I attended it for 
4 years, although my first year it was not formally 
AIS yet! I had moved back to the States in 1962 and 
graduated from a high school in Minneapolis, MN 
in 1964. I did go back to Vienna for the next four 
summers until I was 21, and soon got married. I went 
to the U of MN, and while growing up I had always 
wanted to be a teacher, so I took math as the main 
subject, but I came across the computer world there 
at the U, and decided that this would be better, and 
I have been in the computer business ever since! 
So, while I am ‘retired’, I have my own computer 
consulting business, where I tutor (teach) people 
to better use their PC (Windows based computers 
only), all remotely from my home! My last actual 
‘job’ was with Hitachi America, where I sold their 
software to businesses in the US, and I traveled so 
much in the 7 years with Hitachi (and the 3 years 
with Memorex Telex before that), that I have acquired 
over 2.5 million miles with American airlines! I used 
these miles to travel all over the world, sometimes 
also with my children and their spouses. Today, my 
wife and I live in the Phoenix area, where it is sunny 
320 days a year, with no flooding, no tornadoes, no 
fires, no earthquakes, although quite hot during the 4 
summer months, which we have by-and-large grown 
accustomed too, but very nice the rest of the year!

Over the years I have developed quite a few hobbies, 
which keep me quite busy in my ‘retirement’. One 
of my major hobbies is music (listening only), and 
another is movies and TV, so I married the two 
together and have created a very elaborate home 
theater where I can enjoy very high quality sound 

while playing music (I have over 600 CDs), and can 
also blast away watching blockbuster movies! One of 
my offerings on my website is helping others create 
their own home theater, which I have actually done 
with several clients. Another hobby I have is learning 
and researching history, and I focus on WW I and 
mainly on WW II. One of my history teachers at AIS 
back in the 60’s (Mrs. Fehrevary, whom I am in touch 
with as a result of one of our AIS Zoom calls) wrote 
a book in the 80’s on Hungary in WW II, which I have 
as a Kindle book from Amazon, and it is quite good! I 
have another 20-25 actual books on WW II, and even 
have an entire encyclopedia set as well (I know, over 
the top)! I mention all of this because my computer 
tutoring website has a lot of this info (WW II info) in 
it as well as info about my business. Go check out 
my website at elConsulting.org, and drill down the 
‘Miscellaneous Information’ link to see my current WW 
II info, as it lists most of the books I have on WW II.

As a result of another hobby I have, there is also a 
link in my Miscellaneous Information section of my 
website that links to a ballistics file I have created 
over the years. This file has ballistics info on 35 
handgun and 24 rifle calibers (almost 3,000 entries), 
as well as some current US military canons, AND the 
big WW II battleships from all the warring countries. 
The battleship info is amazing on its own! The info 
on the handguns and rifles is actually a list of online 
links, showing where to buy the ammo, and its 
cost, besides the ballistics info anyone would want 
to know when buying ammo (bullet type, muzzle 
velocity, and muzzle power). You can see I am a very 
busy person.

Hanayo (Hogen) Kato ‘66

Vincent LaVallee ’64

https://sites.google.com/view/elconsultingllc/home
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Hasan Türemen 
’70
Here is a photo of Hasan and 
Preddy ’71 with their beautiful 
wives.

Amy Goleb-
Kimmel ’71
Amy sent us two photos of 
a ’71+/- mini gathering in 
Portsmouth, Rhode Island on 
October 16, 2021 with Chuck 
Connell, Michele van Grondelle, 
David Formanek, Amy Goleb, Alice 
Ogg Alice Gilmartin, and Larry 
OConnor.
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Beatriz (Correa da 
Silva) Englert ’71
Here are two photos. One is a 
blast from the past - my mother 
Gabriele, my sister Mariana (Class 
of ‘73) and I in Wien, circa 1972. 
Second one, Mariana and I two 
months ago when she came to 
visit our mother. 

Cliff and I are living life as well as 
possible during Covid, especially 
enjoying our little granddaughters. 
Beach hugs from Florida.

Hello AIS, hello alumni, hello you 
old geezers from the late 60’s 
and early 70’s. I realize that some 
readers of this alumni report 
may have been born way after I 
graduated, even some teachers 
and administration are possibly 
much younger, but – that’s OK, 
it’s not your fault. There has been 
life before you and will be after 
us. So, if anyone cares to read on, 
here’s what life’s been like for me.

I graduated in 1971 and went 
back to Serbia to study electrical 
engineering. I immediately 
realized I had a few advantages 
over my peers. I had good 
command of English and German 
and I was better in math than 
anyone around me, thanks to 
my language and literature and 
math courses at AIS. There was 
another subtle advantage that I 
hadn’t realized until later. That 
was the AIS spirit that I picked 
up and developed in Vienna and 
have nourished ever since. Four 
years in the international AIS 
community made me a better 
person, capable of understanding 
the world faster, tolerating 
differences and cultures, able to 
think out-of-the-box throughout 
my adult life, always striving for 
something better, something 
more, something creative and 
challenging. Those attributes 
remained with me into my old age 
and, looking back, I am happy to 
report that I am content with the 
way I lived my life and with what 

I have achieved. Thanks in great 
part to AIS.

I wanted to go into arts but 
graduated electrical engineering. 
That pushed me into the IT 
profession and enabled me to 
earn well. In parallel, I played 
guitar, wrote songs, and sang 
them, concocted a musical 
in my 20’s, published an 
autobiographical novel in my 40’s, 
a CD with original songs in my 
50’s.

My first marriage came too early 
and did not last long. I soon 
married for the second time 
and had a son when I was 38. 
Wife’s a medical doctor and the 
son is doing OK, searching for 
his way and his meaning of life. 
We left Yugoslavia as it began 
disintegrating and have been on 
the move ever since. Lived and 
worked in Austria, Russia, UK, 
USA, and Switzerland. Now we 
are happily retired and living on 
the Adriatic, no grandkids yet.

I wrote my second and third 
novels in the past 5 years, 
translated one into English 
and German (amazon.de) and 
produced a musical that I 
scripted, a few weeks back. Three 
more books waiting patiently 
on my bucket list. I am healthy, 
slightly overweight, walking and 
hiking diligently 10K steps every 
day, enjoying heavy food, strong 
spirits, and wine, smoking, and 

telling dirty jokes.

I still enjoy people’s company 
and, even more so, happy to 
introduce and entertain. I have 
made countless parties, went to 
theater, opera, concerts classical 
and rock. I travelled to most 
continents and still have complex 
after-Covid travel plans. I keep 
in touch with my AIS buddies. 
We Zoom every few months 
and cannot stop talking for 3 to 
4 hours – the 40 of us! I have 
organized a few AIS reunions of 
our ’71 Class since our 40th. We 
hooked up in Vienna (A), Florence 
(I), Istanbul (T), Vienna – again, 
Florida and – most recently – 
virtually, for our 50th. We have a 
virtual band called KissMyAIS and 
we’ve recorded 10 songs you can 
listen on YouTube.

There you go – that’s all for now 
folks. I’ll report back in a year or 
two, to keep you posted on how 
old geezers are doing.

“Be part of something good, leave 
something good behind.” The 
Eagles

Pedja “Preddy” Ristic ’71
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Esther Rothblum 
’72
Esther retired from academia 
after 23 years as professor of 
psychology at the University 
of Vermont and 16 years as 
professor of women’s studies at 
San Diego State University. Here 
is a photo of her as department 
chair, leading the May 2021 
graduation via zoom from a cafe 
in academic regalia.

Peter Loy ‘75
The Hague International Model 
United Nations (THIMUN) has 
hosted high school students in 
The Hague for its annual MUN 
conference for over fifty years. 
The THIMUN Foundation also runs 
annual conferences in Singapore 
and Doha, Qatar. Each year, 
thousands of students participate 
in THIMUN conferences. Run 
by a Board of Directors of five 
people with the assistance of 
two conference managers in The 
Hague office, as well as a staff 
in Doha, the THIMUN Foundation 
continues a proud tradition 
that moved to include digital 
conferences in Singapore and The 
Hague last year due to the global 
pandemic.
 
And that five-person Board of 
Directors includes two AIS alumni 
who, as friends over 45 years 
ago, are still close buddies and 
colleagues:   Peter Loy and Eric 
Adler ‘76. Eric (who attended 
THIMUN himself in 1976) serves 
as co-chair of the THIMUN 
Foundation, and Peter, as 
treasurer.   Here they are on one 
of their many walks together near 
the village where they both live in 
the Netherlands.
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Alfonso Aguado 
‘78
Alfonso met up with Stefen 
Wilkinson ‘78 in Barcelona, Spain.

Jim Kohler ’77
The Kohler family had 5 kids at 
AIS from 1968 until 1973. Jim, 
Dave, Janet, Mary, and John. We 
sure have fond memories of our 
time in Vienna. Everyone is well 
and we are very blessed. Jim 
has been married to Karen for 
40 years and they have 2 sons 
and 5 grandchildren. He spent 
32 years in the US Air Force and 
is now Aviation Director flying 
large private jets for a company. 
Sending best wishes.

Rafaela Sarel ‘75
I attended the popular Israeli 
reality show “Marriage at First 
Sight”. The son of Orly Tadmor 
Paz ’76, my high school bestie, 
was the lucky groom. I thought 
this could be news for our 
AIS newsletter. Due to Covid 
restrictions only 15 guests 
were invited from groom’s 
side (wedding was filmed last 
December). I think the German TV 
has the same show,”Hochzeit auf 
dem ersten Blick”.

Mini AIS reunion in Israel with 
Rafaela, Orly Tadmor Paz ’76, and 
Eran Broshy ’75.

Jeffrey “Jeff” Zach 
’78
Was great catching up with Leslie 
Malton ‘76 in the Ebertbad in 
Oberhausen where I live. She 
read “ABC des Mordens “ from 
Kai Magnus Sting with husband 
Felix von Manteuffel. What a great 
evening.

Blair Tindall ‘78
My memoir, “Mozart in the Jungle: 
Sex, Drugs, and Classical Music,” 
was adapted into an Amazon 
Studios streaming television 
show for four seasons and won 
the 2016 Golden Globes for best 
comedy and best actor (Gael 
Garcia Bernal) in a comedy.

And I have an Österreicher 
boyfriend from Linz, who is a 
pilot and aerial photographer! I 
now live in West Hollywood, CA, 
and still play the oboe as my 
profession — a love of music born 
in 1967 Wien.
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Rick Chaeff ’78

It has been an eventful couple of 
years for me and I am thankful to 
say all good things. I finally had 
the opportunity to make it back 
to Vienna in October of 2019 with 
my husband. Thankfully since 
if I had put it off any longer, I 
would still be waiting. We had a 
fantastic 10 days in Vienna and as 
always Zeynep was wonderful in 
taking the time to take us through 
AIS. We met Irene Meier there 
as well and had coffee together 
afterwards. It was fantastic 
seeing her again after 40 years.
 

When the pandemic hit, we had 
been living in Florida after moving 
from Rhode Island in 2014. With 
all the downtime I had since the 
library closed and I was home, I 
had a lot of time to take stock of 
what I wanted, which was to be 
out of a condo and near my family 
again. We decided to sell our 
condo and move to Easton, MD 
where my son lives. We moved 
here the end of January and after 
renting for a few months we were 
lucky enough to find a house in 
this crazy housing market. I am 

not working at the moment but 
have been volunteering at the 
library here which I love.

I have been able to see Sara Mahy 
a couple of times in the last few 
years and hope to soon again 
since we live closer now. I have 
also seen Malene Aquilar a couple 
of times after reconnecting on 
Facebook. James Catlin lives the 
next town over from us and so we 
connected while visiting my son 
and finally again most recently 
we went out to eat together with 
our spouses. It always feels like 
no time has gone by whenever 
I’m with an AISer. I am in regular 
contact with Paul Naronha and 
last year managed to connect 
with Eva Bergstrom over the 
phone. I love how Facebook has 
made it possible for so many of us 
to reconnect.
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I spent 28.5 years as the tactical 
medical team leader on the Santa 
Clara County sheriff’s office SWAT 
team. Still helping train in that 
field and bringing a couple more 
docs onto the team. As I learn to 
sleep through a night, I am trying 
to be a nice normal Chiropractor, 

and still maintain a small practice. 
Mainly seeing ballet injuries, 
cop injuries, and now focusing 
on nutritional biochem, and, 
strangely, getting more involved 
in improving diabetics blood tests. 
Google still likes my name and 
puts nice articles in their sorter.
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Lydia Bergen Allen ‘79

Marc Adler ’80
A bit too lengthy to summarize 
everything since I left AIS, but 
currently reside in US Territory of 
Guam (since 1988) and am self-
employed providing a variety of 
management consulting services 
(previously with Deloitte) to 
clients throughout the Pacific. 
Spend my time back and forth 
between Guam and Hawaii, 
where my wife lives. My daughter, 
Natasha, who was born on Guam, 
lives in Denver and recently got 
married. Would like to hear from 
any previous alumni whom I might 
know.

Gabriele “Jella” 
Jost ‘81
My children Ben and Mareta are 
adults now. Two wonderful kids 
and a still wonderful marriage 
for 27 years. I am grateful. Last 
changes: I postgraduated in 
German as a Foreign Language 
2019/Uni Wien. Currently I was 
selected for the main part for 
a Shortfilm. I write feminist 
essays on a regular basis 
in the Augustin as I studied 
feminist politics in Vienna. My 
lectures for voice&speech at 
Uni Wien, Akademie der BK 
and Pädagogische Hochschule 
Wien are held continuously, 
about which I am very happy. 
I lost contact to most of my 
comrades, but I seldom contact 
Leila Bughaighis and Christian 
Manhalter. Would love to see more 
of you guys!! (Picture is Ben and 
me last Winter).

Erika Levy ‘82
I am on sabbatical from Teachers 
College, Columbia University, this 
semester. A silver lining of the 
awful pandemic is that I got to 
spend more time with my husband 
and our 14- and 17-year-old 
children. I think of AIS often and 
know how much the students 
loved my dear mom, Madame 
Levy.

Here is a photo of a mini AIS 
reunion we just had at the 
Andersons’ place in New York 
City.

And another one with Jessica 
Abbott Williams ‘83 and Semi 
Salmi ‘83 in California.

Sara Nardi ’83
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Lawrence Awwad 
’85
A quick, fun and small AIS get 
together in the Chicago area. 
David Batinovic ‘85, Catherine 
(Rigamer) Batinovic ‘86, Holly 
Mueller-Kouidri ‘88, David Kouidri 
’87, Lawrence, and our mothers 
Marian Awwad and Eve Koudri-
Kuhn.

Jennifer Scheer 
’85
Her mom, alumni parent Ms. Dag 
Scheer, published her memoir. 
It is a wonderful one and worth 
reading. Check it out at www.
dagscheer.com. 50% of the 
book royalties will be donated to 
Médecins Sans Frontiers (doctors 
without borders).

Michele Cope ’85
Went to AIS 1982 till 1985 when 
I graduated. I miss Vienna and 
would love to come back. I 
live in Paris, KY. I had five kids 
but lost my oldest to drugs. I 
have 5 grandkids and two step 
grandkids. My last two kids are 
twin girls. I work at the Best 
Western Paris Inn in Paris, KY. 
I have done work with taxes 
previous to this job.

Barbara (Reich) 
Harraz ’87
Barbara is sharing her passion 
for journals, art journals, traveler 
notebooks, and junk journals 
on her YouTube and Instagram 
channels. Show her some love at: 
“49dragonflies”.

Cameron Brooks 
’87
Cameron is the General Manager 
of the European Public Sector at 
AWS (Amazon Web Services).

Kirsten Hazler ’88
My new album (Letters from 
Gilead), a collection of songs 
inspired by The Handmaid’s Tale, 
was recently released. Available 
on all the major platforms!

Zeynep Gürkök-Müllner ’87
Here are a few meet-ups.

Mårten Blix ’87
Mårten Blix lives in Stockholm with his Italian wife and two teenage 
children. He has just published a new book Privatizing Welfare Services 
- Lessons from the Swedish Experiment in Oxford University Press. He 
has a PhD in economics from Stockholm university. Apart from being in 
academia, Mårten’s career has taken him to the Swedish Central Bank, 
various positions in the Swedish government as well as a stint at the 
European Central Bank. Apart from his research agenda, he has traveled 
quite extensively (at least before the pandemic), giving presentations 
and talks in a variety of places. In his free time, he spends time with 
his family and enjoys technical scuba diving as well as off-piste skiing. 
Personal website: www.martenblix.com.

Erwin Rezelman ’87
Two and a half years ago, we arrived in Mexico City. It was just supposed 
to be for a year, but we are still here. In part because the covid pandemic 
put a halt to all relocations so here we are. Mexico is a fascinating 
country though, mountains, beaches and great ancient history. Max and 
Sean just moved to Middle School at the American School Foundation 
in Mexico City. I continue to work at Zurich Insurance heading up the 
Global SAP strategy & IP/Patents Program.

http://www.dagscheer.com
http://www.dagscheer.com
https://www.youtube.com/c/49dragonflies
https://hazyshadeproductions.com/latest-release?fbclid=IwAR0TfmS45qQRv9Fi5BFoDaObQ7hlK0RLyL84i0RUIqkmbheHgalFL5WRPNo
https://hazyshadeproductions.com/latest-release?fbclid=IwAR0TfmS45qQRv9Fi5BFoDaObQ7hlK0RLyL84i0RUIqkmbheHgalFL5WRPNo
http://www.martenblix.com/
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Pia Small ’90
I attended AIS from 1979-1982 
for 2nd, 3rd, and 4th grades (in 
Ms. Walmsley and Ms. Berger’s 
classes). I married my wife, Susan, 
in 2015, and she shares my love of 
adventure. 3 years ago, I took her 
to Vienna and showed her my old 
home in Grinzing and AIS. We’ve 
also travelled throughout Europe, 
the USA, and the Middle East. 
 
I currently live in State College, 
Pennsylvania, USA. I’m an 
Associate Teaching Professor 
at The Pennsylvania State 
University in Counselor Education 
and Rehabilitation and Human 
Services and I am a Mental Health 
Counselor.
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Ajsa Nikolic ’91
I am in New Orleans, LA with 
7-year-old boy & girl twins and 
husband. This was the highlight 
of my summer. Reconnecting with 
Michi ‘91 and Mimi ‘00 Anderer, 
Alex ‘91 and Teresa Puhrer & 
Shabnam Rezaei ‘91 and her 
husband.

Ana Tajder-
Kelman ‘93
Ana won the dotCOMM as well as 
the Hermes Creative Awards for 
her podcast  “Thank You, Mama“.

Takashi Suzuki ’92
A well-known sport reporter & 
commentator was quite busy 
reporting from the Tokyo 2020 
Summer Olympics.

Erin (Kleindorfer) 
Krupka ‘93
I am living in Ann Arbor, MI and 
am an Associate Professor in 
the School of Information at the 
University of Michigan and mother 
to two (16 and 19) and step-mom 
to three (15 and two 11 yr olds). 
I just went with my partner and 
kids to Vienna to visit my family 
(where they live) and got an ice 
cream with Danica Panza.

Emmi Mutale ‘94
Emmi was involved in a book 
collaboration which reached #1 
bestseller status in Australia! 
„Fearless Presence: Embodying 
Your Essence for Soul-Aligned 
Success“. It can be found on 
Amazon.

Johannes Puhrer 
‘95
Johannes was pictured with his 
two daughters in an issue of the 
Carpe Diem Magazine talking 
about hula hoop training.

Maria Jose 
(Marinas) Ryan 
‘96
Since leaving AIS I stayed in 
the UK. Now living in leafy High 
Barnet, outskirts of London. 
I enjoy providing real estate 
backed bridge loans to property 
investors in Europe at a private 
debt fund called Katch. My 
husband, Kevin, works as a 
lecturer at City University’s Data 
Science program. We are raising 
Ciara, aged 5, who loves playing 
football and David, 2.5, who likes 
to hammer things. Let me know 
if you are in London! I am at our 
offices in Manchester square 2x 
a week. Here is a photo of our 
summer visit to my parents in 
Malaga.

Patrick Meier and 
Gareth Davies ‘96
Patrick and Gareth are working 
on a picture book series focused 
on Technology for Good. They 
already launched their Kickstarter 
page for the first book!
 
Book trailer

Kickstarter page

https://podcasts.apple.com/us/podcast/thank-you-mama/id1502312840
https://youtu.be/DjZseYJrCT4
https://kickstarter.com/projects/flyinglabs/ariel-and-friends-in-the-magic-of-mangroves
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Salvatore Chillemi 
’98
Salvatore graduated from Roswell 
HS in Roswell Ga. Did 6th and 7th 
Grades at AIS. Is a Nephrologist 
in Marietta Ga. Married to wife 
Maria. Kids Luca (7) and Valentina 
(3). Living in Woodstock Ga.
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Tova Marr ‘99
Her books are back online (on 
Amazon). Take a look!

Clemens Ornstein 
’02
A mini reunion at Patrick 
Reitermayer’s ’02 wedding. From 
left to right: Rodrigo, Marten, 
Arthur, Ferdinand, Lukas, Patrick 
(the groom) Clemens and Mirali.

Nick Brown ’99
Šara Stranovsky and I finally 
hosted our wedding - a year 
after getting married - on August 
21st. Our son, Huckleberry 
August Wilde Stranovsky-Brown 
(it’s a mouthful) was born this 
past January and is now happily 
crawling around. We moved to 
Asheville, North Carolina where 
fellow AISer Josi Ward lives with 
her husband and son. Here’s a 
recent photo of the three of us!
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Nikolaus “Niki” 
Fellner ’03
Niki was one of the first ones to 
interview the Austrian Minister of 
Health, Dr. Wolfgang Mückstein, 
when he was sworn in the Spring 
of 2021.

Raza Naqvi ’04
Raza is the producer of W. Kamau 
Bell’s CNN show “United Shades 
of America” which was nominated 
for an Emmy in the category 
“Outstanding Hosted Nonfiction 
Series or Special” 2021.

Nellie (Black) 
Brewer ’04
I’m in Atlanta, GA, USA - married 
to Eli Brewer and we have a 
17-month-old son Henry. I was 
at AISV from 1996-2000 in 5-8th 
grades.

Ian Michna 06
It does not happen often that 
two individuals from the AISV 
community interview each other. 
But when it does, it could be 
very humorous. Take a look at 
this talk in the Harper’s Magazine 
between Ian and alumni parent, 
Werner Herzog, a film director, 
screenwriter, author, actor, and 
opera director, regarded as a 
pioneer of New German Cinema.

“I credit 
so much 
of who I 

am today 
to AIS 

Vienna.” 

- Mackenzie Dawson ‘95

https://harpers.org/archive/2021/04/flipscarraldo-werner-herzog/
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Luis Fernandez ’05
Since graduating from AIS in 2005 
I’ve continued my education and 
gotten my BA in Psychology in 
2010 and an MS in Psychology 
in 2012. Met my now wife and 
mother of my wonderful 2-year-
old daughter while studying for 
my BA. Moved to Florida, USA 
where after trying my hand at 
a few civilian jobs I decided to 
enlist in the US Army in 2018 and 
now hold the rank of Sergeant. 
Currently stationed in Aberdeen 
Proving Grounds Maryland, USA 
with the family and working on my 
PHD in Psychiatry and an officer’s 
commission from the army. 
Thanks to social media I remain in 
contact with a few of the old gang 
but primarily with my good friend 
Andreas Lichliter.

Elinor Samuelsson 
‘08
This is the century for equality. 
For us to empower women and 
girls through technology. Elinor’s 
work with BrightAct does just this 
- to break the cycle of domestic 
violence globally using thoughtful 
tech.
 
She is now a finalist in Nordic 
Women in Tech Awards as 1 of 
5 out of 400 nominees for the 
category “Rising Star of the Year”: 
“Recognises an up-and-coming 
tech professional in the last five 
years that has demonstrated 
exceptional creativity or ability 
within the industry, who is 
recognized by others as having 
the potential to become a future 
leader in their industry and 
presents significant evidence 
of a promising future.” Together 
with her brilliant cofounder Sofie 
Wahlström as a finalist in “Digital 
Leader of the Year”.
 
Alongside many rising female role 
models in tech creating an impact 
across the Nordics. See the list 
here.

Saleh Alkhalifa ’11
After graduation, I decided to 
pursue my Bachelors degree 
in Computational Chemistry at 
Emmanuel College in Boston. 
I loved living in Boston as it 
reminded me of AIS and Vienna 
to a certain extent. After finishing 
my degree in 2015, I moved to 
Philadelphia where I pursued 
my Master’s degree at Villanova 
University.

After completing my studies in 
2017, I moved back to Boston 
where I took a job as a data 
scientist in the biotechnology 
sector. I now focus my career 
on the applications of artificial 
intelligence and machine learning 
to solve problems and help 
bring medications to patients. 
I currently run my own team at 
the company, and I enjoy it very 
much!

Alina Fritsch ‘09
You can now hear her as the 
cheeky stork Cissy in the National 
Art History Museum of Vienna 
(Kunsthistorisches Museum 
Vienna) - both in English and 
German! Simply download the 
“KHM Stories” App, select the 
tour “A Snowball’s Chance?! Kids 

/ Climate, Art and Catastrophes” 
& Cissy will lead you through the 
exhibition - for children and the 
whole family (good to know: to 
change the tour-language, just 
switch the language of the entire 
app). G
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Shelly Gertan ‘15
Her short film ‘Trotzdem’ won first 
place at this year’s Jewish Film 
Festival in Vienna. It was shown 
on the big screen as part of the 
festival. “I only made it this far 
because I had amazing teachers 
and mentors along the way.”

Anna Dietderich 
’12
Anna is in her sixth year working 
on Capitol Hill in Washington D.C. 
for United States Senator Lisa 
Murkowski. Anna is serving as a 
Legislative Assistant for Alaska, 
and currently leads public health, 
gender-based violence, housing, 
global health, and humanitarian 
assistance policy for the Senator 
in DC. Anna has moved to 
Arlington, VA where she recently 
moved into a home with her long-
time boyfriend.

Balint Bogdan ‘20
After leaving AISV I moved to 
France to study, however I quickly 
came to the realization that I 
needed something more than 
university. On the search for 
financial independence, I decided 
to engage in a 6-month course 
to obtain my RYA Yacht masters, 
a boat license that allowed me to 
work as a skipper. After having 
successfully completed my 
first year at university I started 
working for ALLDUTCH Yachting 
and 212 Yachts as a charter 
skipper, running booze cruises 
for the rich and famous around 
the French Riviera on opulent 
day charter boats. I made the 
decision to finish my last 2 years 
of university, before seeking a 
full-time career in the yachting 
industry.

https://nordicwomenintechawards.com/nominees-2021/
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I left AISV in 2018 to work in 
higher education management. I 
currently lead a team with three 
university admissions officers but 
also work closely with marketing, 
finance, and the student 
resources office. I help advise and 
enroll new university students in 
their degree major and liberal arts 
classes too. 
 
In 2019 I started learning Russian 
(it’s definitely tougher than 
German!) and also traveled a few 
times for university recruitment 
trips. I was in Russia for a 
university fair in March 2020 
and flew back to Austria the day 
before they stopped all of the 
flights! 
 
From Dec. 2020 onwards I’ve 

trained in Austrian financial 
services, passing my first WKÖ 
qualification exams in June this 
year. Before I forget - check 
out my new financial advising 
“project” on Instagram: 
@Money4Life_Austria. 
 
As with everyone else, 2020 was 
a downer and tested the best of 
us, and after all the lockdowns, 
I could not wait to travel again! 
I’ve traveled a few times to the 
Czech Republic and Hungary this 
summer, and at the time of writing 
this update, am about to fly to 
Moscow again for a university fair. 
Fingers crossed that we’ll all stay 
healthy.
 
And of course, I still love cake. :)

I feel like I was just released 
from two years of house arrest.  
Deborah and I have been traveling 
again. In June, we spent a week 
in Paris only days after France 
reopened to foreign visitors. NO 
lines for restaurants, museums, 
cafes... Then we made our 
pilgrimage to Croatia. Every 
time we go things seem to be 
even better, a far cry from the 
9th grade trip to Split in 1973. 
The tourists are back. Croatia 
opened to foreigners weeks 
earlier.  Canada opened in August 
to vaccinated US residents, so 

we finally were able to pack the 
car and head to Vancouver. Right 
now, we are enjoying the Film 
Festival. In a couple of weeks, 
we are flying to Maine to meet 
Bob Fumo and enjoy a visit with 
Duncan Bond. I’ll try to send a 
photo of the reunion.

Michael Sesich, Duncan Bond 
(Social Science Teacher), and Bob 
Fumo (5th Grade Teacher) met 
in Belfast, Maine to share stories 
from the good days at AISV in the 
1970’s.

Deidree Diño (Director of Admissions 
and Registrar)

Anne Murray 
(Administrative 
Assistant to 
Admissions)
The Falter magazine is kind of 
a bible for gastro in Austria. So 
happy to see “The Cake Tree” 
(owned and operated by Anne) 
being included in the list for their 
top 5 dessert places in Vienna.

Michael Sesich (Social Science & 
History Teacher)

John Marrone 
(High School 
History and 
Economics 
Teacher)
Taught for 14 years in Vienna 
and was the first to inaugurate IB 
History and IB Economics at AISV. 
Living in Saint Petersburg, Florida. 
Welcomes any passing through 
the reddest State in the Union. 
Tel. 732 2814791. Danke.

Pamla Moore 
(Development 
Director)
Still think of the fabulous 
experience of being part of AIS. 
Live in Washington, DC and 
summer in Vail, Colorado. Stay 
active in my community but am 
long retired.  Stay in touch with 
Kit Traub and his family. Ayfer Gürkök 

(High School Math 
Teacher)
Sent us a photo with her 5 
grandkids, all located in Vienna.

Daniel “Dan” 
LoCascio 
(Elementary 
School Computer 
Teacher)
Dan takes us on a walk through 
Vienna by night in the time 
of Corona. Take a look at the 
fantastic photos which he made 
during his walks. A book version 
can also be ordered through the 
Metropole website. 

https://www.instagram.com/money4life_austria/
https://www.falter.at/best-of-vienna/2021/die-5-besten-in-wien-desserts/251
https://metropole.at/vienna-night-prowl-in-the-time-of-corona/
https://metropole.at/product/lockdown-vienna-nights-corona/
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Here are a few interesting facts about Vienna before 
answering the question:

• Vienna is split into 23 districts, each with its 
own individual character and flavor

• The smallest district is Josefstadt (the 8th) 
with 1.08 km2

• The largest district is Donaustadt (the 22nd) 
with 102.3 km2

• The least populated is Inner City (the 1st) 
with 16.450 people

• The most populated is Favoriten (the 10th) 
with 201.882 people

• The Danube, second largest river in Europe, 
runs through 10 countries and through 4 
capital cities (incl. Vienna)

The Question: Which two Viennese districts are to 
the East of the Danube (as we call it “on the other 
side”)?

Send your responses to alumni@ais.at. With a bit of 
luck you can win AIS Vienna (alumni) goodies.

Thank you and viel Glück!

Alumni Class Reps
Thank you to all of our Alumni Class Representatives 
for representing your class so well!

For the complete list of Class Representatives, visit 
www.ais.at/alumni. The password is: “wienalumni”.

Share Your Information
The AIS Vienna GlobeSpotter welcomes news 
from all AIS alumni. To share information on your 
whereabouts, jobs, families, pets, sports, or anything 
you think might be of interest, please contact us at: 
alumni@ais.at.

For information on AIS, please visit our website www.
ais.at. Last but not least, please do not forget to sign 
up for the alumni database by emailing your contact 
info to alumni@ais.at. Thank you!

Giving To AIS Vienna
Friendships. Mentors. Moments of personal growth.

The AIS experience doesn’t last long, but it accounts 
for an extraordinary amount of lifelong memories.

During this time of year, when it’s typical for all of us 
to look back on those special people and places that 
have shaped our lives, please help us to keep the 
Knight experience unforgettable by making your gift 
to AIS today.

Regular contributions by alumni, friends, parents, 
faculty, and staff provide the standard of excellence 
that makes attending AIS Vienna an unforgettable, 
life-changing experience.

Your gift every year makes the difference every day!

Learn more about giving back to AIS Vienna through 
gifts of time, talent, and treasure.

AIS Vienna Networks
To keep up with all the latest happenings at AIS Vienna, follow us on the channels below.
(We post great stuff, trust us!)

FOR EVERYONE FOR ALUMNI
www.facebook.com/AISVienna AIS Vienna Alumni - www.facebook.com/AIS-Vien-

na-Alumni-792236614199911/

www.instagram.com/ais_vienna www.instagram.com/ais_vienna_alumni/

www.twitter.com/aisvienna www.twitter.com/AISViennaAlumni

www.youtube.com/aisvienna www.youtube.com/aisvienna

The American International School Vienna - 
www.linkedin.com/school/aisvienna/

AIS Vienna Alumni LinkedIn Group - 
www.linkedin.com/groups/1137727/profile

mailto:alumni%40ais.at?subject=
https://www.ais.at/alumni/class-representatives
mailto:alumni%40ais.at?subject=
http://www.ais.at/
http://www.ais.at/
mailto:alumni%40ais.at?subject=
https://www.ais.at/giving/giving-to-ais-vienna
https://www.facebook.com/AISVienna
https://www.facebook.com/AIS-Vienna-Alumni-792236614199911/
https://www.facebook.com/AIS-Vienna-Alumni-792236614199911/
https://www.instagram.com/ais_vienna
https://www.instagram.com/ais_vienna_alumni/
https://twitter.com/aisvienna
https://twitter.com/AISViennaAlumni
https://www.youtube.com/aisvienna
https://www.youtube.com/aisvienna
https://www.linkedin.com/school/aisvienna/
https://www.linkedin.com/groups/1137727/profile
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