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KEY FACTSKEY FACTSMISSIONMISSION
Within the rich cultural context of Austria, AIS · Vienna:Within the rich cultural context of Austria, AIS · Vienna:

• • NURTURES an INCLUSIVE learning communityNURTURES an INCLUSIVE learning community
   In partnership with families, we support healthy social, emotional, In partnership with families, we support healthy social, emotional, 

physical, and intellectual development.physical, and intellectual development.
   We differentiate instruction to accommodate diverse interests We differentiate instruction to accommodate diverse interests 

and needs.and needs.
   We cultivate active and creative students.We cultivate active and creative students.

• • CHALLENGES students to strive for personal CHALLENGES students to strive for personal 
excellence and to explore their passionsexcellence and to explore their passions
   We balance an academically engaging program with co-curricular We balance an academically engaging program with co-curricular 

opportunities to empower students for success now and beyond opportunities to empower students for success now and beyond 
AIS.AIS.

   We motivate students to explore new and existing passions We motivate students to explore new and existing passions 
through guidance and opportunities.through guidance and opportunities.

• • Fosters RESPECT through compassion for Fosters RESPECT through compassion for 
others and our worldothers and our world
   We encourage empathy, honesty, and kindness towards others.We encourage empathy, honesty, and kindness towards others.
   We embrace diverse values and perspectives with an aim to act We embrace diverse values and perspectives with an aim to act 

with an open mind.with an open mind.
   We strive to have a positive impact on others and our environment.We strive to have a positive impact on others and our environment.
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I am sure you have a story about your first year of school 
at AIS. Perhaps it was in 1964 when you were proud to 
be one of the first students to set foot on our (then) new 
11-acre campus at Salmannsdorfer Straße! Maybe it was 

traveling for the first time without your parents to another 
country to participate in a soccer tournament or maybe 
even playing a band concert in the beautiful Golden Hall 
of Vienna’s Musikverein. Indeed, there must be countless 
stories of spending time by the Danube River, shopping on 
Mariahilfer Straße, and making lifelong friends that continue 
to be a part of your global family today.

Certainly, there were teachers who made a difference in 
your life and reasons why you believe AIS gave you the 
opportunity to learn and grow, and from that experience, 
find a job and begin a career. You know the lasting impact 
AIS has had on your life, and when you take the time to 
walk down memory lane in Vienna it brings a sense of joy 
and pride. 

As we move into November, a festive season, we ask 
you to revisit those feelings of belonging to the AIS 
Knights Community as we launch our Annual Fund Giving 
Campaign. Making a gift to the Annual Fund is one way that 
you, as alumni, can give back to the AIS Community and 
show your support for current students as others supported 
you during your student years.

When you make a gift to the Annual Fund, your donation 
goes to work immediately to serve the needs of our students 
and faculty. An unrestricted gift to the Annual Fund is 
arguably the most valuable, as it provides AIS the flexibility 
to direct funds towards our greatest needs. Unrestricted 
funds play a vital role in our school’s day-to-day operations.
Everyone’s gifts are integral to the work of educating our 
students at AIS, but tuition revenue only gets us part of the 
way through the financial year. This is the time of year when 
we ask everyone in our community to make a commitment 
to supporting school costs that tuition doesn’t cover. This 
year’s Annual Fund focus is on:

This year’s Annual Fund focus is on:

A - Arts, Athletics, Activities - Enhancing the opportunities, 
equipment, and materials for all students. Sample projects 
could include equipment improvements, sound and lighting 
improvements to large spaces, enhancements to trips, 
experiences, etc.

I - Infrastructure - Accelerating the transformation of core 
learning spaces across AIS. Sample projects-Improving the 

airflow to include air conditioning for high stakes testing and 
subsequently for larger spaces to enhance comfort and 
learning.  Greening our campus remains an additional high 
priority!

S - STEM - Creating innovative spaces for more dynamic 
ways to learn science, technology, engineering, and 
mathematics. Sample projects include enhancements 
to our current robotics program and the development of 
programs for the Elementary School Innovation Lab.

We have heard from many alumni expressing an interest 
in funding a scholarship or offering financial assistance 
to students as an expression of thanks by giving back to 
the Austrian Community. We heard your voices and are 
establishing a task force to address this issue for next year’s 
Annual Fund. Your generosity helps AIS prepare students 
to make their mark on the world. By paying it forward, you 
will ensure that future generations of AIS students enjoy the 
same opportunities you had during your days on campus. 

With your help, AIS can continue to be a leader in international 
education and have a lasting impact for generations. Please 
continue to show your support for our school by leading the 
launch of our Annual Fund Giving Campaign. All donations 
will be recognized by donor society levels on our website 
and our annual report.

Thank you in advance for believing in AIS’s students and 
teachers. Your support makes all the difference! If you have 
any questions or would like more information, please reach 
out to me, Joseph Eisen, Development Director at j.eisen@
ais.at or +43 699 140 13293.

With much gratitude,  

Joseph Eisen
Director of Development

As we celebrate our 60th year, The American International 
School · Vienna (AIS) is excited to announce the launch of 
our Annual Fund. The Annual Fund is the school’s primary 
fundraiser and an ongoing effort that helps our school operate 
at its best.

At AIS, we focus on providing students with the best education 
in the best environment possible. No matter where they want to 
excel, we strive to make sure all our students have the tools and 
resources they need to prepare them for tomorrow’s workforce.

Of course, none of this would be possible without the generous 
support from our community. With past donations we have been 
able to renovate and add extensions to our campus, revamp 
our classrooms, purchase up-to-date technology, as well as 
offer an impeccable curriculum, flowing communication and a 

“feel good atmosphere” through the volunteer work from our 
alumni, parents, students, faculty and staff.

To continue offering our students a top-notch education, we 
would like you to consider donating to our Annual Fund. Be part 
of the transformative work of AIS by making a gift today!

Instructions on how to give Euros or US Dollars can be found 
on our official website. Be assured that we appreciate all your 
support and look forward to your continued involvement with 
the AIS family.

Until we meet, stay in touch and keep spreading that incredible 
knights´ spirit wherever you go.

Servus aus Salmannsdorf,

Zeynep Gürkök-Müllner ´87
Alumni Affairs Manager

My Dear AIS Alumni,

A MESSAGE FROM THE A MESSAGE FROM THE 
ALUMNI AFFAIRS MANAGERALUMNI AFFAIRS MANAGER

https://www.ais.at/giving
https://www.ais.at/giving
https://www.ais.at/giving/annual-fund
mailto:j.eisen%40ais.at?subject=
mailto:j.eisen%40ais.at?subject=
https://www.ais.at/giving
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AISV String Quartet 
Please enjoy this short video featuring the AISV String Quartet 

at the IB Global Conference in the Vienna Konzerthaus. The 
members, Anna, Jina, Darian, and Mr. Detrick are all accepted 

into the HS AMIS Honors Orchestra in Salzburg. The quartet 
recently played and will continue to play around the city in 

nursing and refugee homes and for events at AIS.

AIS Vienna Habitat For Humanity Portugal Trip
The Habitat team of 14 enthusiastic, hands-on service learning 
students traveled to Braga, Portugal to build the eleventh home for a 
family in need. The family helped consisted of a single mother, Gloria, 
and her two kids, Eduardo (15) and Sofia (20). The house was given 
to Gloria by her brother, after he passed away from cancer. Gloria’s 
house is located directly beside her mother, Granny’s home. The 
team had the chance to meet Granny on the first day, and she was 
wonderfully gracious and welcoming to the group. On the final day on 
the building site, the family joined to help build their house and all had 
the amazing opportunity to get to know them and their story better. 
Meeting the family was so incredibly touching, and it made the whole 
experience so much more personal. After the three days of working, 
the team could see results and were all so happy to have the chance 
to help a family in need. This experience really made the AIS students 
realize how fortunate they all are, and how grateful they should be for 

everything they have in their lives. For the three days that were spent at the building site, the team individuals mostly plastered 
the walls of a few rooms and helped to remove some unnecessary material from the ceiling. About half of the group worked on 
the upstairs of the house, and the other half worked downstairs on the main room of the house. Some students made the plaster 
by mixing cement and water, some plastered several layers onto the walls, and others helped to remove pieces of the ceiling 
and scrape the floors so that they could be smooth to work on. They learned several new skills, and it helped them to realize 
how much work and effort is actually required to build a house. The cultural component of the trip included visiting a couple of 
different sights of Portugal. In Braga, they saw the magnificent Cathedral of Braga, one of the oldest buildings in the country. At 
Bom Jesus, a sanctuary in Braga, they ran and walked up 650 steps to reach a monument on top of a hill, overlooking the city. In 
Porto, they received a private tour of the Stock Exchange Palace, a World heritage monument. Overall, this was such a unique 
and memorable experience for all of the students, and it was amazing to have the opportunity to help build a home for a family in 
need and to help change their lives. 

Phone Drive
Ms. Hackl, in the Events Office, has 
organized yet another drive for our 
school. Recycled phones encourage 
the reuse of the raw materials required 
to create the phone. If you have any old 
phones (yes, you too alumni), please 
donate them. There is a box in the 
Athletics/Events Office.

NEWS FROM AIS NEWS FROM AIS
NESDA Speech And Debate Tournament
Took place in The Hague. Six of our students made semi-
final rounds: Delaney for Original Oratory and Duet Acting, 
Kara, Sasha, and Mia for Duet Acting, Victoria for Oral 
Interpretation, and Christoph for Impromptu Speaking. 
Victoria went on to the finals, and Sasha and Mia won the 
silver medal and the student choice award for their Duet 
Acting piece. Well done!

Middle School Robotics
Congratulations to our MS Robotics team who won the 
Championship award at First Lego League robotics 
competition in Warsaw. Although their robots were not the 
ones achieving the highest scores in the robot game, they 
landed their scores in showing excellence and innovation 
in their robot design and programming, which is the best 
award a team can get.

Elementary School Project
As part of their social studies unit, Grade 1 students 
learned about celebrations and traditions around the 
world. As an end of the unit project, they collaborated 
with students from the Mukwashi Trust School in 
Zambia to create a beautiful montage of a song entitled 
“Holidays” by John Farrell. Like cross-continental pen 
pals, students at both schools learned about life in a 
different part of the world.

UNESCO Visits Middle School
Florian Meixner, a representative from 
the Austrian Commission for UNESCO, 
spoke to Grade 6 and Grade 8 students 
about the UNESCO World Heritage List 
on this September. He told them about 
why UNESCO exists and what it means 
for something to be a world heritage site. 
The event was scheduled ahead of the 
fall trips because both grades eventually 
traveled to UNESCO sites: Grade 6 to 
Hallstatt-Dachstein’s cultural landscape 
and Grade 8 to Fertö-Neusiedlersee.

Vienna Night Run
With the help of the AIS community, 
the 13th Bank Vienna Night Run 
supporters, charity runners and 
companies collected more than 30,000 
Euros overall. This means that more 
than 1,000 cataract eye operations 
can be financed in the poorest regions 
of Africa. Here are the “Light for the 
World” photos from the Run (Credit: 
Thomas Meyer Photography). We hope 
to see you next year at the annual 
Vienna Night Run.

AIS Community 
Advertisements
is our online community “Craigslist” or 
“Willhaben”. Please help us fill it with 
information about local housing for 
our new faculty and staff as well as 
information about childcare, jobs, items 
for sale, etc. Signing up is for free and 
very easy. Here is the link.

For more fantastic, fun, and interesting news and stories from 
AIS Vienna, please take a look at our website. Enjoy! www.ais.at

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=kYNvah7ydIA&feature=youtu.be
https://youtu.be/xfbbse4wjcg
https://www.facebook.com/pg/lichtfuerdiewelt/photos/?tab=album&album_id=2619111694815936&ref=page_internal
https://www.facebook.com/pg/lichtfuerdiewelt/photos/?tab=album&album_id=2619111694815936&ref=page_internal
http://www.ais-community-ads.at/
https://www.ais.at/
https://www.ais.at/
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INTERNATIONAL BACCALAUREATE (IB)
The majority of our High School students follow the International Baccalaureate (IB) Diploma Program, a demanding course of 
study designed to provide students with a diploma that is recognized by many universities throughout the world. Individual subject 
examinations are graded on a scale from 7 to 1 (7 being the highest and 1 the lowest), with a maximum possible cumulative diploma 
score of 45.

AIS has been an IB World School since 1977, just 9 years after the IB Diploma Program began. We were the 72nd IB school to be 
authorized, now out of almost 5,000 schools worldwide. We are one of the most experienced IB schools in our region (Africa, Europe, 
and the Middle East) and the most experienced IB school in Austria.

Graduating Class Seniors IB Candidates %
Class of 2020 70 56 80%
Class of 2019 74 68 92%
Class of 2018 71 57 80%
Class of 2017 69 51 74%
Class of 2016 61 48 79%

The marks awarded for each course range from 7 (highest) to 1 (lowest).

Higher Level Scores 7 6 5 4 3 2 1
Number of Students 33 80 68 29 5 0 0
Standard Level Scores 7 6 5 4 3 2 1
Number of Students 24 80 64 31 12 0 0

Range of IB Diploma Scores (45-24 points) - Class of 2019

Score Range 45-40 39-35 34-30 29-24
Number of Students 8 26 25 8

MAY 2019 INTERNATIONAL BACCALAUREATE EXAM SCORES

AVERAGE IB DIPLOMA GRADES AWARDED
SENIORS TAKING THE FULL IB DIPLOMA

*World Average from 2019 as of July 6, 2019

AIS Vienna at Carnegie Hall
Thirty singers from our High School performed in New York’s 
prestigious Carnegie Hall on December 3 with composer/
conductor Mark Hayes and the Distinguished Concerts 
International New York orchestra. They joined 150 other singers 
and performed forty-five minutes of his music in a kick-off to New 
York’s holiday season. We all learned a great deal working with a 
living composer in three days of rehearsals. In addition, we toured 
the Museum of Modern Art, the Empire State building, cruised on 
the Staten Island ferry passing by the Statue of Liberty, and were 
walking in beautiful Central Park.  

Many thanks to the AIS Alumni for funding our sight-seeing on 
this trip with their donations and for attending the performance 
in Carnegie Hall. Video thanks is in production! Special thanks 
to Constance Miller, Beate Werle, and JT Hilliard for keeping 
our kids safe and happy on this trip as Chaperone Leaders and 
official photographer/videographer. Many parents attended the 
concert and were buzzing excitedly around us during the project. 
You were also awesome! Together we created and shared an 
unforgettable musical and cultural memory which hopefully will 
last our lifetime. Thank you KNIGHTS!

The GlobeSpotter highlights the 
stories of the AIS Community and 
provides updates on the present, 
but we want to do MORE. We 
want to connect our current High 
School students who love writing 
and journalism with our alumni so 
they can help us document and 
share these memories with you. 
If you are willing to share your 
memory and time with a student 
via a video chat, email, or phone 
call, please contact Joe Eisen.

mailto:j.eisen%40ais.at?subject=
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SCENES TO REMEMBER
LOOK AT AIS THEN

SCENES TO REMEMBER
LOOK AT AIS NOW
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TIME TO SAY GOODBYE
HIGHER EDUCATION PLACEMENTS

TIME TO SAY GOODBYE
GRADUATING CLASS 2019

Congratulations to the Class of 2019! As of September 2019, our students had been accepted to the following universities. The 
number following the university indicates the number of students accepted.

The students from the Class of 2019 received 207 acceptances at 106 institutions in 12 countries.

AUSTRIA
Sigmund Freud University
Wirtschaftsuniversität
University of Vienna

BELGIUM
Vesalius College

CANADA
McGill University
University of Toronto

CHINA
Beijing Film Academy

FRANCE
Sciences Po

GERMANY
Munich Business School

ITALY
John Cabot University, Rome

IRELAND
Trinity University

NETHERLANDS
Erasmus University Rotterdam 
(3)
Leiden University (2)
Tilburg University
Universiteit van Amsterdam (3)
University of Groningen (2)
VU University of Amsterdam (2)

SWITZERLAND
Ecole Hoteliere de Lausanne 
(2)

UNITED KINGDOM
Bournemouth University (2)
City University of London (6)
Durham University (7)
Edge Hill University
Goldsmiths, University of 
London
Imperial College London (5)
King’s College London (11)
Lancaster University (2)
London School of Economics 
and Political Science
London South Bank University
Loughborough University (5)
Manchester Metropolitan 
University
Newcastle University
Queen Mary University of 
London (3)
Richmond, The American 
International University in 
London
Royal Holloway, University of 
London (2)
The University of Nottingham 
(2)
University College London (9)
University of Bath (7)
University of Birmingham (7)
University of Bristol (2)
University of East London
University of Edinburgh (3)
University of Essex
University of Exeter (2)
University of Leicester
University of Manchester (3)
University of Reading
University of Sheffield
University of Southampton (2)
University of Surrey
University of Sussex (2)
University of Warwick (10)
University of West London
University of York

UNITED STATES
Allegheny College
Auburn University
Baylor University
Boston College
Boston University (5)
Brandeis University
Brigham Young University
Bucknell University
California Polytechnic State 
University, San Luis Obispo
California State Polytechnic 
University-Pomona
California State University-Los 
Angeles
Colby College
College of William & Mary
Connecticut College
Cornell University
Dickinson College
Elon University
Embry-Riddle Aeronautical 
University-Daytona Beach
Embry-Riddle Aeronautical 
University-Prescott
Florida Institute of Technology
Florida International University
Florida State University
Gallaudet University
Gettysburg College
Hofstra University
James Madison University
King’s College
Lafayette College
Middlebury College (2)
New York University
Northeastern University (2)
Northern Arizona University
Pennsylvania State University
Rollins College
San Diego State University
Texas A&M University
Tufts University
University of California, 
Berkeley
University of California, Davis

University of California, Los 
Angeles
University of California, 
Riverside
University of California, San 
Diego (4)
University of California, Santa 
Barbara (3)
University of California, Santa 
Cruz (2)
University of Colorado Boulder
University of Miami (2)
University of Oregon
University of Southern California
University of Utah
University of Virginia (2)
University of Wisconsin, 
Madison
Virginia Polytechnic Institute
Wake Forest University (3)
Wellesley College
Wentworth Institute of 
Technology
Wesleyan University (2)
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TIME TO SAY GOODBYE
RETIRING FACULTY AND STAFF

TIME TO SAY GOODBYE
SAD FAREWELLS

Dana Harvey ´74, 
It is with a heavy heart that we 
share the news that Dana - 
Founder & long time Executive 
Director of Mandela Partners 
- passed away in March 2019 
after her battle with cancer. Our 
thoughts go out to her family 
and friends. Servus Dana!

Matthew Wright ´97,
We are very sad to inform the 
AIS community of the passing 
of Matthew on November 9, 

2018. An avid volleyball player 
during his years at AIS, Matt 
was a friendly, sweet, smart, 
easy going, helpful and polite 
individual. He leaves behind 

a beautiful wife and three little 
cute daughters. Our thoughts, 
prayers and love are with his 

family during these tough 
times. Servus Matthew, wir 

werden dich vermissen.

Michael Wolynskyj ´75,
Here is a message from 
Mike´s brother, Nicky  “Today 
I write to sadly announce 
that my brother, Michael 
Wolynskyj, whose 62nd 
birthday would have been on 
October 4, 2019 passed away 
on July 28, 2019.

His first day at AIS was in 
1967, and he graduated in 
1975. Like me, he kept fond 
memories of the school, its 
teachers and all his friends. It 
marked him forever.
 
In 1976 he worked as an 
administrative intern for a 
small company in Vienna 
before studying history and 
economics at the University of 
Manchester, England.
 
After that he travelled to 
Mexico for a year where 
he was part of a team of 
successful professional 
photographers. The company 
he worked for won interesting 
assignments all around the 
country, obliging him to travel 
all the time. The tasks were 
sometimes industrial; on other 
occasions private companies 
would hire them. They were 
also often on assignment 
for the Mexican government 
to report on specific cultural 
aspects of the country.
 
A year and a half later, he 
returned to Vienna where 
he worked as an English 
language teacher, and 
occasionally also as a 
freelance translator.

The following incident worth 
mentioning is just an example 

of the many appointments 
he had. Dressing an Austrian 
military uniform in a mission 
to in Patagonia, he had to 
simultaneously translate 
technical details between 
officers of the Argentinean 
army, and engineers of 
the Austrian company 
Steyer-Daimler-Puch 
Spezialfahrzeuge GmbH. 
The project involved combat 
tanks. The odd matter of this 
fact was that Michael, as a 
proud citizen of the United 
Kingdom of Great Britain 
and Northern Ireland, was 
unaware at the time that he 
was actually helping train 
his future foe. His mission 
culminated parading inside 
a tank in front of Argentine 
Generals, and other high 
brass of the army. This took 
place just a few months 
before the Falkland war!
 
This and other translation 
experiences encouraged 
him to study translation 
and interpretation at the 
University of Vienna until 
1991. Thereafter, he travelled 
to Spain where he lived and 
worked for most of the rest of 
his life.
 
Between 1994 and 1995 he 
took a year off because he 
was awarded an honorary 
scholarship at the faculty 
of philology from the 
University of Lviv, Ukraine. 
As a Ukrainian descendant 
he firmly believed in the 
Ukrainian cause. Like his 
father, Michael denounced 
Russia’s continued ruthless 
oppression of Ukraine. It 
consumed him to be witness 

of the extreme injustice done 
unto Ukraine from over the 
centuries to the present date. 
There are many people who 
may believe that the use of 
physical force is the only way 
to change the world; Michael 
preferred to use a pen and 
paper as his weapon of 
choice. His peaceful warfare 
cannot be described in detail 
here. What we can say is 
that, against all odds, Ukraine 
gained its independence 
from the Soviet Union, and it 
remains to be a free nation to 
this day. 
 
Michael always remained 
close to his family in Spain. 
His work life as a linguist 
continued until 2013. 
Thereafter, he led a peaceful 
retirement in his house in the 
Valley of Liebana, Cantabria, 
in northern Spain. He also 
enjoyed travelling to places 
not yet visited. The photo 
below taken on July 18 in 
Whistler, British Columbia, is 
one example.
 
Witness accounts lacking, 
there is still no official 
statement as to the cause of 
Mike’s death. It is assumed 
that he perished by accident, 
having slipped off a hikers’ 
path in the mountainous 
region of the Picos de Europa, 
falling many meters deep into 
a river. Rescue services could 
not save his life.” 

Our thoughts, prayers and 
love are with his family during 
these tough times. RIP Mike. 
You will be dearly missed!

Once a 
Knight, 
always a 
Knight.

Valerie Levy
(Former HS French 

Teacher),
We have, unfortunately, 

received the sad news that 
Madame Levy has passed 

away on February 22, 
2019. She taught at AIS in 
the 70s, 80s and 90s (in 

total of 25 years). The AIS 
Vienna alumni community 

lost a very dedicated, 
hard working, smart, 

sweet, courteous, friendly, 
passionate, reliable and 
witty teacher as well as a 
human being. The Levy 

family are in our thoughts 
and prayers. May her 

soul rest in peace. We will 
dearly miss you, but never 

forget you Mme Levy.

People are at the center of our work, and AIS 
said goodbye to a great number of faculty and 

staff who had huge impacts on our program. 
In June 2019, we said farewell to two beloved 

faculty members.

We wish them the very best in their future
endeavors and look forward to seeing them

often: Once a Knight, always a Knight.
Gray Jones
HS English

29 years at AIS

Anna Bazinas
ES Instructional Assistant

18 years at AIS

TIME TO SAY GOODBYE
SAD FAREWELLS
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A big and sincere THANK YOU to all 
alumni (students, teachers, parents, 
friends, etc.) who attended the 60th 
anniversary celebrations during the 
2.-4. May 2019 weekend. It was fun, 
it was filled with laughter, it was a 
ride down memory lane and it was 
emotional. You all make a big part 
of our history. So your well being, 
happiness and involvement with the 
school is very important to us. So 
seeing all those smiling faces and 
hearing those positive words meant a 
lot. Danke!

Here are some photos capturing the 
beauty and festivity of the recent 
events:
• All-School Student Assembly on 

April 19
• Alumni Welcome Reception at 

the US Ambassador´s Residence 
on May 2

• Exclusive Alumni and 
Development Event on May 4

• International Food Festival on 
May 4

RECENT ALUMNI EVENTS
The 60th Anniversary Reunion, May 2019, Vienna 

ALUMNI IN THE SPOTLIGHT

If you want to know about the history of the American 
International School Vienna, start with Sharon Hartwig. She is 
arguably the matriarch of AIS. 

“WWSD?” What would Sharon do? When your absence at a 
school creates a mantra, you know you have made an impact! 
She has served the AIS community across six decades as an 
Elementary and Middle School Teacher, mentor, and finally, 
in retirement, as a tutor and substitute teacher. With Sharon’s 
granddaughter in first grade, and younger daughter teaching at 
AIS, the Hartwig legacy continues. 

As an energetic twenty-three year-old, Sharon began teaching 
at AIS in 1966 after moving from Philadelphia to Vienna. 
Vienna, back then, was not celebrating years of being voted 
the “Most Livable City in the World”, and on a dark November 
day of her first year, cooped up in her apartment during a 
massive snowstorm, she wondered if she had made a mistake. 
By chance, Cupid struck; she stayed, married an Austrian and 
raised two daughters who attended AIS. Sharon is still going 

strong as a septuagenarian coming into school regularly to 
substitute teach. 

Pete Dawson, former high school counselor, principal and 
director of AIS, wrote, “Sharon was a fierce teacher, in the best 
sense of the word: willing to give everything she had so that 
every student would have the best possible chance at excelling, 
and then, able to laugh or cause others to laugh at (with) it all 
in the end.” 

Sharon’s daughters regularly comment on the fact that she 
has always had more energy than both of them combined. 
Sharon carried this energy and drive into her final year of full-
time teaching in 2006, never missing a beat, never tiring, and 
in 2020 she will celebrate entering her seventh decade serving 
AIS. She has never regretted her decision to stay after that 
dreary November of her first year. 

Ein großes Dankeschön von der ganzen AIS-Gemeinde!!

https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1CGr6D_xJeo2ebyjYvmHX51WwN7dWjpTq?fbclid=IwAR2ciAEKrgDq1epSPWeZak_XXIZvwkosQeV0bzGh32KFXvAgMjh7vCx9Ee0
https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1CGr6D_xJeo2ebyjYvmHX51WwN7dWjpTq?fbclid=IwAR2ciAEKrgDq1epSPWeZak_XXIZvwkosQeV0bzGh32KFXvAgMjh7vCx9Ee0
https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1vXniu8c5N1kWI67_K9HHQBxsvJUfyggy?fbclid=IwAR10D0e0CD7eapngizyw6NixKoTEuEOefRkWJgTvTHrTysSM81twMwufWU0
https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1vXniu8c5N1kWI67_K9HHQBxsvJUfyggy?fbclid=IwAR10D0e0CD7eapngizyw6NixKoTEuEOefRkWJgTvTHrTysSM81twMwufWU0
https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1vXniu8c5N1kWI67_K9HHQBxsvJUfyggy?fbclid=IwAR10D0e0CD7eapngizyw6NixKoTEuEOefRkWJgTvTHrTysSM81twMwufWU0
https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1ZejHJrTSjvbWj87cLvfln4pprYgb383c?fbclid=IwAR17CFcqehDPPEN6uHLK47qll_0dIAwrPJoFsL2hbYzB_QQOLBYbKfasmcw
https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1ZejHJrTSjvbWj87cLvfln4pprYgb383c?fbclid=IwAR17CFcqehDPPEN6uHLK47qll_0dIAwrPJoFsL2hbYzB_QQOLBYbKfasmcw
https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1ujiM3vbCyDqhwBegGCboYsyNlZBQrstO?fbclid=IwAR3RDj0SLcvLzRZkJVNg1Eog4DxayunOnVMJy4zZL4cKctqO2DiNkwUlOuI
https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1ujiM3vbCyDqhwBegGCboYsyNlZBQrstO?fbclid=IwAR3RDj0SLcvLzRZkJVNg1Eog4DxayunOnVMJy4zZL4cKctqO2DiNkwUlOuI
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ALUMNI IN THE SPOTLIGHT

“The honour of working at 
this wonderful place with my 
colleagues and students made 
me a better person.”
- Michael Marinucci

 Michael Marinucci, 
former theatre teacher and 
director of no less than sixty-
two school plays (including 
musicals and a few operas), 
was a cheerful, energetic 
presence around the school 
until his retirement two years 
ago. For those of us lucky 
enough to have worked with 
him in the course of their 
school careers, Michael 
Marinucci is an integral part 
of the AIS experience. We sat 
down to discuss the thirty-four 
years he taught at AIS. 

 Mr. Marinucci first 
came to Vienna as a student 
teacher in 1975. “I just fell 
in love with AIS, I fell in love 
with Vienna,” he says, and 
sure enough, after returning 
to the States to get a degree 
in English, he came back 
to Vienna and his wish was 
fulfilled. In the early 80s, he 
became a full time theatre 
teacher at AIS. 

 He didn’t always 
want to be a teacher, however. 
He admits that most theatre 
teachers really want to be 
actors. Fortunately, he did 
have his chance at an acting 
career when he spent four 
years working with the Vienna 
English Theatre, doing some 
tours and shooting television 
commercials. Perhaps it’s 

thanks to this experience 
that Mr. Marinucci was such 
a passionate and capable 
theatre teacher.

 He says he is 
most proud of his students, 
regardless of whether they 
took classes, participated in 
plays, or even went on to take 
up the theatre business. Some 
of his students went on to 
become directors, one a stage 
fight manager, and a variety of 
other positions related to the 
production of theatre. One of 
his students, Emily McDonald, 
who graduated in 2002, was a 
publicist for the documentary 
Free Solo, which won BAFTA, 
Emmy, and Academy Awards 
in 2018. He also mentions 
some of his more recent 
students, including Claire 
Wassink, Felix Beaudoin, and 
Ivan Borodavkin, as examples 
of “great students to work 
with”. 

 Mr. Marinucci also 
talks about how much the 
school grew since he started 
teaching. There was no Sports 
Hall, no Mike Maloy gym, no 
third floor to the high school, 
and the field was, allegedly, a 
grassy mess. 

 “The whole campus 
looked a little bit shabby,” he 
laughs. It’s a mark of how 
much the school has expanded 
and improved that alumni who 
graduated in the 70s, 80s, or 
90s say they barely recognize 
the place.

 The technology, 
too, seems to have improved 
significantly. Mr. Marinucci 
recalls his struggles with 
typewriters and Xerox 
machines, and remembers 
the invention of Whiteout 
as “a great technological 
advancement!”

 One of Mr. 
Marinucci’s fondest memories 
and achievements comes from 
the renovation of the theatre. 
Along with the smaller stage 
and misshapen sets, “the 
lights we had were terrible, 
the electricity kept going out 
because of the lights flipping 
the breaker switches. So the 
renovation was a big deal. I was 
so glad to get that expanded a 
little bit.” As we know, now the 
theatre is greatly improved.

 Finally, I ask him 
what advice he has for 
younger generations. After 
a brief pause, he counsels: 
“Be careful. {...} And yet, 
on the other hand, try to be 
bold.” He advises that it is 
best to surround oneself with 
generous, empathetic people; 
yet he himself seems to be the 
embodiment of these traits. 
He states that working at AIS 
made him “become a more 
empathetic human being, 
looking at all the races and 
cultures and ages. It opens 
your eyes to how important it 
is to see other people’s paths 
and not just yourself.”

Interview with Mr. Marinucci - October 2019
By Julia Ceccarelli, Grade 11 Gina Wentzel Wolfe ´64

Though it’s been sporadic because 
of overseas moves, since AIS I’ve 
managed to be in contact with 
Sylvia (Kreps) Lacy-Crow (‘65) over 
the years and, through her, with 
Dennis (‘63) and Sharon Scerback 
(‘64) Kreps. Also saw Nona Nielsen 
Gamel (‘63) sporadically. In 2005, 
Sherry Burns (‘64) made great efforts 
to get many of us from the early 
and mid-60s to attend the all-school 
reunion. Since then, I’ve connected 
in person with Merilee Olson (‘64) in 
Toronto and Connie Schwartz Harris 
in New York. Have also seen Monica 
Niederhoffer Bloxam (‘65) in London 
on a number of occasions. In 2018 
enjoyed a wonderful lunch in her 
garden along with Steve Remp (‘65) 
and Mary Ann Ward Burrow (‘65). 

I’m now Professor Emerita, having 
retired at the end of June. While I’m 
not teaching any more, I’m still writing 
and speaking. A couple of years ago 
Global Women Leaders: Breaking 
Boundaries was published. I’ve been 
working with colleagues on a second 
edition of Alleviating Poverty through 
Profitable Partnerships due out in 
early 2020. Am also enjoying the 
flexible schedule with time to enjoy all 
the things Chicago has to offer when 
we’re not traveling.

My book, “Footprints: An 
Autobiography” is out and 
includes two chapters on my 
experience at AIS from 1964 
to 1966, the first two years the 
school was open at the present 
day campus. It is available 
at Amazon Books as well as 
through many bookstores. If you 
read it, and you like it, I would 
appreciate a review. Thanks!

David D. Daveport ‘66

Joan (Wiener) Jones ‘68

GLOBESPOTTER MAILBAG

Feeling older! Had my first surgery; shoulder repair, but still managed to go on my first 
Alaska (Disney) Cruise with four of my grandchildren and visit the Canadian Rockies this 
last summer. Oh and full circle having seen The Rolling Stones in Wien in 1965 and in 
Denver in 2019: from quite a bit further away!

The GlobeSpotter highlights the 
stories of the AIS Community 
and provides updates on the 
present, but we want to do 
MORE. We want to connect our 
current High School students 
who love writing and journalism 
with our alumni so they can help 
us document and share these 
memories with you. If you are 
willing to share your memory 
and time with a student via a 
video chat, email, or phone call, 
please contact Joe Eisen.

https://www.amazon.com/dp/1684569397/ref=olp_product_details?_encoding=UTF8&me&qid=1557349280&sr=8-1-fkmrnull&fbclid=IwAR3cdAcJz1dbox7EkEf9jgp6Sjh7WUeNZn2eVkbqZHhEOZk8iYbODzOmMrM
mailto:j.eisen%40ais.at?subject=
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Since graduation, I maintained a close 
friendship with many of my classmates. I 
am in touch with Julius Spetter, Michael 
Levitsky, Melissa Whitten, Pat Clark, 
David Hoelzinger, Peter Alexander, Marius 
Fortelni, April Fleming and others I can’t 
think of at the moment! 

I live with my wife of 39 years, Mary, in Silver 
Spring, MD and recently sold my business, 

ARTEX, which specialized in shipping and 
handling museum collections.

I have three daughters, ages 35 and 
31 (twins), and now a brand new 
granddaughter! I am now focusing on non 
profit work, and consulting in the museum 
field.

John Jacobs ‘72

Leslie (Williams) Silbergh ‘72

I am a very lucky guy.  I have been married for 38 years and have two grown boys and 4 
grandchildren.  I retired from the US Air Force after 32 years of service as a pilot and am 
now Director of Aviation flying a Gulfstream 550 internationally.  I live in Delaware, USA 
and fly mostly to Europe including Vienna.  I would love to hear from my Vienna friends 
at Jkohler130@yahoo.com.

I recently passed a few milestones  18 
years in London (with my wife, Susan, 
and our 17-year old son, Alexander) and 
37 years at the international law firm, 
Paul, Weiss, Rifkind, Wharton & Garrison 
LLP, where I head the global securities 
practice.  In my personal capacity, I 
am a member of the North Atlantic 
Advisory Council of Chatham House (the 
foreign policy think tank in London), the 
Development Board of the Royal United 
Services Institute (the defence and 
security policy think tank in London), the 
Advisory Council of the International Crisis 
Group and the board of the Institute for 
Strategic Dialogue (an NGO focused on 

extremism and radicalization).  I am also 
a member of the Founders Circle of the 
Obama Foundation.  On the political front, 
I am a member of the National Finance 
Committee of the Democratic National 
Committee and a Deputy Finance Chair 
of the DNC, and a member of Leadership 
Now.  I regularly host or co-host fundraising 
events for Democrats running for national 
and state office, and since January 2017 
I host an engagement program consisting 
of weekly conference calls for Americans 
overseas at each of which a US political 
figure participates (including Presidential, 
House and Senate candidates, current 
Senators and members of the House, 

heads of the DNC and Organizing for 
America, and heads of organizations such 
as Planned Parenthood, Vote.org, Run for 
Something, the Leadership Conference 
and Swing Left).  Together with my wife, 
I support a range of philanthropic causes, 
including human rights, refugees, women 
and girls’ empowerment, elimination of 
child soldiers, and anti-sex trafficking and 
modern slavery, and we host monthly 
dinners in support of these causes.  I 
credit my upbringing as a Foreign Service 
dependent and time overseas, including 
five formative years at AIS in the late 
60s-early 70s, as a driver of many of 
these efforts.

Jim Kohler ‘77

Mark S. Bergman ‘74

Predrag “Preddy”
Ristic ´71:

Proud author with his brand new 
book.

GLOBESPOTTER MAILBAG GLOBESPOTTER MAILBAG

Alan MacEachin ‘78
Living with my wife, Monique, in 
Northumberland County, VA (USA) on 
the Chesapeake Bay.  We both work 
at a local winery (Good Luck Cellars) 
after over 30 years in corporate 
banking.  We decided to chuck the 
corporate world and slow life down in 
a more peaceful setting.  We have a 
daughter, Lindsay, a granddaughter, 
Georgia, and two energetic cats, 
Cardhu and Woodford.  Besides 
working at the winery, I’m also on a 
local non-profit board as its treasurer.  

When we’re not busy working at the 
winery, we enjoy fishing, boating, 
kayaking, and working on house-
renovation projects.  I also continue to 
play baseball in several senior-men’s 
leagues in the Washington, DC metro 
area.

Jeff Oshins ‘69
I’ve found two new careers and 
am doing what I always wanted 
in my retirement – writing fiction 
and recording music. I’ve already 
published four books and am working 
on four more. In 2015 I was featured 
in American Songwriter’s Top 50 
albums. I’m nearly done with the 
preliminary work on a new album of 
music and I hope to tour with it in 
2020, hopefully coming to Wien. It’s 
never too late!

A former AIS student from the 60s, Leslie came by the campus for a walk down the 
memory lane.

George Trisciuzzi ‘74
Unfortunately, lost his beloved partner Sebastian. May his soul rest in peace! 

Her new novel “Once Upon a Thousand Hills: In the shadow of secrets, lies and shame” 
is now available as a paperback.

Wendy Skorupski ‘78

is a gynecologist at the Medical University of Graz (Austria). Karl is married and has 
three grown daughters, as a gynecologist should.

Karl Tamussino ‘79

mailto:Jkohler130%40yahoo.com?subject=
https://www.amazon.co.uk/Once-Upon-Thousand-Hills-secrets/dp/1090772319/ref=sr_1_fkmrnull_4?keywords=once+upon+a+thousand+hills&qid=1553282332&s=gateway&sr=8-4-fkmrnull&fbclid=IwAR2-Oyu6ea9wSQFdXHJSUmAVf6JjgjrgODDwUMPSzVVKjz3lqgdQqTrrrTA
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Sara Nardi ´83

Lars ran the Berlin Marathon for the 8th 
consecutive year on September 29, 2019. 
And, for the first time ever, he ran for a 
charity  a charity that is very close to his 
heart: The Cameron Bespolka Trust.  “My 
nephew, Cameron, died tragically a few 
years ago in a skiing accident at the age 
of 16 and he has been fiercely missed ever 
since.  He was such a special young boy.  
From an early age, he loved wildlife and 
was into anything related to nature.  He 
developed a special passion for birds and 
every time I was with him he blew me away 
with his knowledge of birds.  He seemed 
to know the common and scientific name 
of virtually any bird.  He was an active 

birder and would spend endless hours 
out in all weather in his “patch” looking for 
birds and keeping a detailed written and 
photographic record. For such a young 
boy, I was so impressed with his dedication 
and enthusiasm for the natural world.  So, 
inspired by his ambition to encourage 
others to share his love of nature and 
birds, the Cameron Bespolka Trust was set 
up to create opportunities for young people 
to connect with the outdoors.  Which is an 
especially important thing in this day and 
age with the addictive effect of electronic 
devices! The Trust’s website is www.
cameronbespolkatrust.com.”

Lars Bespolka ´82Holly Bull ’80
Holly’s dad, Mr. Cornelius Bull, was 
the AIS School Director from 1971 
through 1976. She recently posted 
her 8th Grade class schedule dating 
back to the 70s.

Grant Anderson ‘81

Multilingual, energetic, high integrity Head 
of Operations, Manufacturing, Sourcing, 
Procurement & Supply Chain / contractor 
/ entrepreneur with strong domestic and 
international P&L management experience. 
Extensive global multi-function experience 
in Health Care, Generic Pharmaceuticals, 
OTC, Nutraceuticals, Medical Devices and 

Consumer products in public and private 
company sectors. Consistent record of 
success in growing businesses profitably via 
turn-around solutions, distribution network 
design, global manufacturing, systems 
implementations, operational disciplines, 
and supply chain strategies.

Etan Jagermann ‘83

met up with Leslie Cooper Solomon 
‘88 and Charlie Solomon ‘89 in 
Washington DC for lunch on Sunday, 
9 June 2019.

Pedro Lopez ‘84
I saw Evelyn Orley, my world-class 
golfer classmate here in Vienna 
barely two weeks ago. She had 
not been back to Vienna since we 
graduated. We had a great time!

Here is a photo from a recent get together in the U.S. with Steve Barnes, Karen & Lynn 
Gruszow, Martin Loeser and Sumittra Nanjundan (guy in the back with glasses is not an 
AISer). And another photo from the 60th Anniversary celebrations in Vienna with Herr 
Rudi Fischer.

Amir “Allen” Ghorashi ´85
In May, after passing a rigorous 
examination on implant dentistry, 
Allen joined 528 other dentists in 
the United States, Canada and 
Internationally in becoming a 
Diplomate of the American Board of 
Oral Implantology/Implant Dentistry, 
making him one of the nation’s 
leading experts in implant care.
To sit for the examination, he was 
required to practice implant dentistry 
for at least seven years, and prove 
his implant expertise. To earn the title 
of Diplomate, Allen presented cases 
for review by an expert panel of 
implant dentists and passed a series 
of written and oral examinations 
sponsored by the American Board of 
Oral Implantology/Implant Dentistry. 
The ABOI/ID’s examination process 
measures the in-depth knowledge, 
proficient skills, and abilities 
required for practitioners to provide 
comprehensive, safe, and effective 
oral implant care for the public. 
Congratulations!

Peter Smith ‘84
I attended seventh and eighth grade at AIS, finishing 
in 1976. Graduated high school in Ridgefield, CT, 
got my AB Engineering at Dartmouth College, and 
went for a Masters in Computer Science, Machine 
Learning at Cornell in 1989 after marrying Jennifer 
McKay in 1988. 

We recently had a family reunion. Our family (five 
sons, 18-29) is on the left side. Back: Aaron, Dale, 
Me, Jesse, Jennifer, Jennifer’s mother and father, 
Jennifer’s sister Jill and brother-in-law, Doug. 
Front: Timothy, Ben, his fiancée Amanda, Jill’s son 
Jonathan.

After 34 years I have finally landed my dream job 
with Acorio, LLC. I work from home for a company 
that has a great culture. Reminds me of AIS.

http://www.cameronbespolkatrust.com/
http://www.cameronbespolkatrust.com/
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I graduated from the University of 
Maryland-Baltimore’s Carey School 
of Law with a Master of Science in 
Cybersecurity Law, in December 
2018. 
I’m not sure who was happier that 
day—me or my husband, Roman, 
who spent 18 months doing 
everything at home while I studied 
and continued working full-time.

Meredith Esham ‘86

GLOBESPOTTER MAILBAG

A former public school teacher, 
principal, lecturer at Harvard 
Graduate School of Education and 
now the Director of Leadership 
Development at EL Education, Inc. 
has another book out on the market. 

Sarah Fierman ’87

The Loebus family year: Watching Marcel 
Hirscher´s last victory in freezing weather 
in Schladming, before he retired from ski 
racing this year! Our usual trips to Zadar, 
Croatia (this time with an interesting 
excursion to the famous bridge in Mostar, 
Bosnia) and La Vigière in the Provence. 

A great weekend in Budapest with Farin 
´87 and her son, Nico. The AIS reunion, of 
course, and meeting the ever-unchanged 
Hans Soukal! My 70.3 triathlon in Zell am 
See, to prepare for my next go at the full 
Iron Man in 2021.

Alexander Loebus ´87

Is sharing her passion for journals, 
art journals, traveler´s notebooks 
and junk journals on her YouTube 
and Instagram channels. So please 
go and show her some love at: 
“49dragonflies”.

Barbara (Reich) Harraz ‘87

I am married and living outside 
Portland, Maine with my wife, 
Danielle, and two of my kids (with 
another off to college!) I do not travel 
much as I already live in “Vacation 
Land.”

I am working full time in the Old Port 
(Portland, Maine) as a tattoo artist, a 
dream job of mine since I was a kid. 
I’ve also illustrated 10 children’s book 
with an 11th coming out in October 
from Sterling Publications. All my 
books are available on Amazon. My 
work has also been published in 
many magazines and newspapers, 
including the New Yorker and the 
Wall Street Journal. I’m glad I had 
the art experiences I did at AIS and 
in Vienna; they inspired me to create 
a career in the arts (Thanks Ms. P!)

I spend my free time painting, hiking 
and snowshoeing the Maine woods 
with my family, and collecting and 
trading vintage items.

Mike Gorman ‘88

And the most 
important 

achievement 
of the year 

for Alex: The 
completion 

of his “green.
urban.living” 

project “www.
myfavoriteplace.

at” located at 
Reumannplatz, 

a completely 
renovated 

“Zinshaus” with 
a green facade!

Jasenka (Oremovic) Loebus ´87

Jasenka with Monique ´87 and Farin ´87 Jasenka with Hans and Courtney ´86

ZEYNEP GÜRKÖK-MÜLLNER ´87

Zeynep with Salwa ‘84 at the 
Ambassador´s Residence

Zeynep with the Class of ‘87 and 
Mrs. Gürkök

Zeynep with her sister Ayse ‘95 I finally found my knight

Annelies (Loeber) Mechtler ´88
It was a nice experience to celebrate 60 
years of AIS together with the ambassador 
of the USA and finally see his residence 
from the inside, after living so many years 
in the same district. Also it was really 
interesting to see how AIS has grown over 
the years.

Since there was too little time to talk to 
Zeynep personally at the reunion, we met 
for coffee later in the summer at a nice 
place run by a group of grandmas called 
“Vollpension” (in the 4th district).

Annelies with Zeynep

Kim Svec Sawatzki ´90
My family and I moved to Berlin, Germany in August 2019 where I am the Agricultural 
Counselor at the U.S. Embassy, with regional coverage of Germany, Austria, Hungary, 
the Czech Republic, Slovakia, and Slovenia. My husband Dennis (originally from 
Oldenburg, Germany), our 7-year old son Niklas, and I are looking forward to exploring 
the region again.

The GlobeSpotter highlights 
the stories of the AIS 
Community and provides 
updates on the present, but 
we want to do MORE. We 
want to connect our current 
High School students who 
love writing and journalism 
with our alumni so they can 
help us document and share 
these memories with you. 
If you are willing to share 
your memory and time with 
a student via a video chat, 
email, or phone call, please 
contact Alumni@ais.at.

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCajhJCzvSYVEvABch20huHQ
http://www.myfavoriteplace.at
http://www.myfavoriteplace.at
http://www.myfavoriteplace.at
mailto:alumni%40ais.at?subject=
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Awiruth Keshagupta ‘92

Enjoy her newest award winning 
short film “Balloon Girl 2019” which 
she directed and also produced via 
her Big Bad Boo film company.   
And here is a message from 
Shabnam: “We reached 50k views & 
Hulu donated $50k to Trevor Project 
preventing LGBTQ+ suicide. Thank 
you! Watch #thebravestknight on 
Hulu”.

Shabnam Rezaei ‘91

GLOBESPOTTER MAILBAG

is the head of Communication, 
Marketing and Education at the Kon-
Tiki Museum, dedicated to Norwegian 
adventurer Thor Heyerdahl (1914-
2002), who crossed the Pacific 
Ocean on a balsa wood raft to test 
the seaworthiness of balsa rafts and 
to prove that early man didn’t see the 
world oceans as impediments, but 
as highways and connectors. If you 
ever happen to be in Oslo or know 
of students travelling to Norway, 
let Ulrikke know. She could hold a 
lecture for them and take good care 
of you.

Ulrikke Thea Berg ‘91

It’s a small world. For the school year 
2018/2019, I have been working with 
Stacie Melhorn, former Grade 5 math 
teacher at AIS. I graduated in 1992 and 
she started work in 1992.

Arabelle Kamler ‘95
I live (after few years of Spain about 10 
years ago) back in Vienna in the 4th district 
together with my daughter  as a single 
mom, Belinda is now 6 years old. 
She started school this year in Theresianum 
(because it’s around the corner).

I still have my 2 companies, one already for 
21 years called “GastroBelle” (a Catering 
& Event company) and the second 
one is “FitnessBelle”, since10 years, 
which is for workplace health promotion 
(Betrieblichen Gesundheits Förderung). 
I have a big Personal Trainer team who 
visit the company as well as the homes 
of my costumers for their in-house fitness 
trainings. 

In addition I hold speeches and organize 
workshops for companies with topics: 
nutrition, losing weight, stress and intestine 
fitness and many more.

Mackenzie Dawson ´95
In January, Kate Brennan, Tanya Harel, 
Fritz Jenkins and I went to Miami for 
Sasha Badian’s wedding. He and his new 
husband Jeremy were married by Fiona 
Badian, who brought the house down 
with her hilarious and touching speech. 
Afterwards, there was a fabulous reception 
at the Perez Art Museum. An elegant 
evening, a lot of dancing and a very happy 
couple - perfect! 

My husband North, son Finn and I had 

a mini AIS reunion at Kate Brennan’s 
Connecticut beach house over Labor 
Day weekend - Mr. and Mrs. Brennan, 
Brian Brennan and his family, and Emily 
Lawrence and her daughter Ada flew in 
from Texas for some beach time. 

And of course, had an amazing time at the 
AIS 60th reunion festivities in May - saw too 
many people to list them all, but laughed all 
weekend long and lost my voice by the end 
of it. An amazing celebration.

is a health coach as well as a 
nutrition consultant. Take a look at 
her website: Nutridivas to learn more 
about her.

Antonia Nyberg ‘98

Although I only attended AIS for two years 
(1992-1994, sixth and seventh grade), I often 
think of my wonderful time there.  I am now 
an attorney living in the United States (Norfolk, 
Virginia), and practicing as a federal prosecutor 
in the U.S. Department of Justice.  I have a 
three year old son.  If any AIS alum is ever in 
the Norfolk area please reach out to me!

Rebecca Gantt ´99

“You can´t buy happiness, but you can buy 
books. And that´s kind of the same thing”. 
Check out AIS alumnae Tova´s books.

Tova Marr-Spatz ‘99

Anne Trouillet Rogers, founder of the art and 
innovation consultancy “Culture A”, invited me 
to take part in her 5 Things We Learned series, 
in which she showcases artists and designers 
by asking them a set of 5 questions. You can 
find my feature here.

F. Erik Patzak ‘01

Alice Kimbrell ´02
Here is a photo from 
the beautiful mountain 
wedding of Alice to 
Joel in Breckenridge, 
Colorado in June 
2019. Class of 
2002 members in 
attendance were 
Antonia and Mathilda 
Strom, Sara Laminack, 
Sarah Bosken, and 
Kristen Singer.

Emily McDonald ‘02

How often do you get to 
see this: an Oscar in the 
hands of an AIS alumna? 
In February, Free Solo, the 
film about Alex Honnold’s 
iconic ropeless ascent of 
El Capitan’s Freerider, won 
the Academy Award for best 
documentary feature. Free 
Solo is the first climbing film 
to receive such an award. 
In the five months since 
its release, the film has 
grossed nearly $19 million 
at the box office. Earlier 
that month, it also won the 
British Academy of Film 
and Television Arts (BAFTA) 
award for best documentary. 
 
Emily is one of the publicists 
of the film. Congratulations!

is an assistant professor of History and 
Germanic Languages and Literatures at the 
University of Michigan. She’s spending the 
2019-2020 academic year in Princeton at the 
Institute for Advanced Study with her husband, 
Joel, and new puppy, Sophie, in tow.

Kira Thurman ‘02

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=SYednRGaYS4&feature=share
https://www.hulu.com/series/the-bravest-knight-132eacec-fbd0-4bb0-81a4-8e3cfe3ce662
https://www.kon-tiki.no/
https://www.kon-tiki.no/
http://www.nutridivas.com/
https://www.facebook.com/tova.marrspatz?fref=gs&__tn__=%2CdK%2AF-R&eid=ARDDFzy2sGRi6UiS9PHH164ohUxX09EVTmmw9-6xIgbgpUe6WOKwX-ERZlU7Cpr_p5t9mk0LPb_ZDpp7&dti=2204612588&hc_location=group_dialog
https://www.culture-a.com/5things/ferik-patzak
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Margaret “Maggie” Childs ‘04

The film “Once in Trubchevsk”, in 
which Kristina plays a big part, has 
been selected to be shown as the 
special selection at the Cannes Film 
Festival in France.

Kristina Shnayderman ‘07

got accepted into “The Koschatzky 
Kunst Preis Event” which took 
place at the end of May. From 800 
participants, 50 artists were invited 
to exhibit their submitted pieces, him 
being one of them. Seb was chosen 
as one of the top 10 honorary artists 
by the Jury! He got an “Anerkennung” 
prize and sold all three of his pieces.

Sebastian
Kaltenbrunner ‘07

Sofia Poggi ‘13
Sofia came by the school with Ebba Lewerentz ‘13 and Nina Hoernke ‘14 for an impromptu 
reunion with Mr. Harrison.

There hasn’t been a dull moment since 
I graduated in 2004. After studying 
Philosophy at the Uni Wien, I wrote 
my Master’s thesis in Philosophy of 
Economics and how people misuse Adam 
Smith to excuse inequality in capitalism. 
I’ve worked as a journalist since 2005, for 
the AP, Conde Nast, Die Presse and also 
for various TV stations and online media.  
After working a few years back in NY and 
Paris, I returned to Vienna and wrote or 
co-wrote 3 travel books about Vienna 
and Austria. In 2015, I founded Home 
Town Media, the company that makes 

METROPOLE, Austria’s leading English-
language publication. We’re proud to 
partner with AIS in various ways, working 
with my fellow AIS alumn J.T. Hilliard, ‘05. 
I also had the great luck of recently hiring 
fellow AIS alumn Naomi Hunt as Managing 
Editor in May 2019. Needless to say, she’s 
a firecracker and the Metropole team 
adores her. On the personal front, I got 
married in 2010, divorced in 2013 and am 
now in a new happy relationship. No kids 
yet. Maybe never, who knows. I have a 
fantastic nephew and lots of great friends. 
Life is good.

is one of the founders of MAMOQ, 
an online marketplace dedicated 
to sustainable and ethical fashion, 
currently expanding into lifestyle, 
home & bath products. They are 
based in the UK and work with over 
80 brands dedicated to creating 
positive change within the fashion 
industry.

Lenny Leemann ‘09
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Anne Murray (Former Admissions Assistant)

Her beautiful face can be seen 
on tram nr. 46, promoting her 
sandwich shop “Solas”.

Rachel Chiara Engelberg ´15
I graduated from Pace University in May, 
and am now working at Sony Music 
Entertainment full-time here in New York 
City. I am also performing my own singing 
shows across venues in New York, and 
recording original music for Spotify, Apple 
Music, & co.

Shelly Gertan ‘15
I published my first illustrated book - a 
daughter’s open father’s day letter. I’d love 
to hear your thoughts!

Diana Risell (Former PTF President)
Samantha Locke ‘17 is at the University 
of Edinburgh, Scotland studying medicinal 
biochemistry. Carolyn Locke ‘19 graduated 

high school in Dallas, TX in May and is 
now modeling with agencies in Houston 
and San Francisco.

Here is the Behrendt family (Barbara 
‘93, Andreas ‘91 and Henny) pictured 
by Nancy Clementson Laines at the 
International Food Festival.

Henny Behrendt
(Former PE teacher)

Eileen McManus (Former Elementary School teacher)

This group of now retired teachers all 
arrived at AIS in 1970; the same year 
Herman Glass was appointed Elementary 
School Principal! They are, from the left, 
Susan Geary (Schaefer), Mary Voskian 
(Angresano), Martie Griffin,
Pat Rea (Kotnik) and Eileen McManus. 
We all returned home after three very 
happy years in Vienna and continued our 
teaching careers. 

Since that time, apart from individual meet 
ups, we have had several “reunions” where 
one of the group hosts and organizes the 
visit for us all. One year Martie introduced 
us to the beautiful North Carolina coast, 
Charleston and Savannah. In another, 
Susan and Mary found much for us to 
see and experience in Washington DC 
and New York. Six years ago we all met 
in London from where Eileen was able 

to show off her favourite areas, which 
included the Cotswolds, her home city of 
Liverpool and the Lake District.

In September of 2019 Mary, now retired 
and living in Maine, took charge and 
escorted us, (including Martie who joined 
us from NC in spite of hurricane Dorian), 
from Massachusetts to Maine. After 
gathering together in Boston we visited 
Cape Cod, Nantucket and Plymouth. Then 
by way of Concord,
Lexington and Portland we arrived in 
beautiful mid-coast Maine and spent 
several days exploring its delights from our 
base in Mary and Walt’s lovely home.

Soon we will start thinking about the next 
reunion which might perhaps be in Vienna 
itself, unless Pat manages to lure us to the 
Pacific North West!

I know one of the memories some 
students had was that I had always 
kept the room very cool. I was 
operating under the assumption that 
a cool room kept you more cognitively 
alert. As it turns out I may have been 
putting the girls at a disadvantage. 
Here is an official apology to all my 
former female students. 

Take a look at this article on “How 
Temperature Affects Workplace 
Productivity”.

Jim Vanderberg
(Former Math and 
Computer teacher)

came out of retirement to teach at the 
International School of Zanzibar. Any 
AIS alums visiting Xanzibar, Pemba, 
Dar es Salaam or Mombasa welcome 
to contact him at marronejohnt@
gmail.com. Asante sana.

John Marrone (Former 
History teacher)

John Taylor “JT” Hilliard ‘05
I live in Vienna and work at AIS as the 
Marketing Manager. This past summer  I 
was fortunate enough to marry my beautiful 
wife Steffi in Italy on Lake Como. A handful 
of AIS alumni were in attendance.

Drop me a note if you plan to visit Vienna 
or AIS.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=L7auQ3LMs6Y
https://www.hometownmedia.eu/
https://www.hometownmedia.eu/
https://metropole.at/
http://www.mamoq.com/
https://solas.at/?fbclid=IwAR1JviR4bXa5QYpdO1kqAdKg9iRH-ZHEKDmyaAFqNyqP0OYUHaR4d4rncYc
https://www.erlance.com/happy-fathers-day
https://www.npr.org/2019/06/06/730438603/the-battle-for-the-office-thermostat
https://www.npr.org/2019/06/06/730438603/the-battle-for-the-office-thermostat
https://www.npr.org/2019/06/06/730438603/the-battle-for-the-office-thermostat
mailto:marronejohnt%40gmail.com?subject=
mailto:marronejohnt%40gmail.com?subject=
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Monika Simon-Paseka (Former German Teacher)

After her years in Vienna from 2007 
to 2018, returned to the US following 
her retirement from AIS. Since then 
she has been busy writing a book. 
Her new book is called Journey 
for One: A Guide for Gaining the 
Courage and Skills to Travel Solo. 
The book guides potential travelers 
through fun stories, lessons, and 
experiences that prepare you to take 
the leap and see the world on your 
own. The book will be available on 
Amazon worldwide and by emailing 
Jodie at journeyforonego@gmail.
com  starting in early October 2019.

Jodie Hopkins
(Former ESL Teacher) In 2008 I left AIS after having taught 

German in MS and HS for 10 years.

I came to a point in my life at which I knew 
it was time for me to live my dearest heart-
wish. That is actually when I started off on 
my first visit to New Zealand which was 
the biggest step on my journey. All further 
ones, compared with the first one, were 
quite easy. The fulfilment of my heart´s 
desire became far more than a flight to the 
other end of the world...

Within the last 10 years I have been 4 
times to Aotearoa / New Zealand and put 
together and wrote a book in German and 
English, called “Living Wishes. Tasting 
Clouds. Aotearoa“ („Wünsche leben. 
Wolken schmecken. Aotearoa”). It´s true, 

it´s never too late to start a new beginning! 
This book opens a window to New 
Zealand, to its flora and fauna, its citizens 
and indigenous people - the Maori and 
their culture. It broadens the view on one´s 
own life, and on being human. Please, look 
at www.mokoru.com for more on this topic.

Today I am a writer, a grandma, a volunteer 
for Amnesty International in human rights 
education & a balanced person who 
knows: Life is not a rehearsal! We are 
the pilots, authors of our lives. Living our 
heart´s desire is the salt in the soup!

Have a happy, healthy journey on your life-
path! 

From my heart, Monika.

GLOBESPOTTER MAILBAG

Nancy Clementson Laines (Former Student Teacher): 
I was at AIS from March through June 
1976 in physical education under the 
supervision of Hans Soukal. I retired from 
teaching in Minnesota since 2018 after 
32 years. I’m married to Gary Laines, 
have three children, 2 step-children and 

6 grandchildren. It was wonderful to see 
Hans and others at the 60th anniversary 
of the school last May! It was my first 
time back in 42 years. Beautiful city, 
extraordinary school, and amazing people!

I’m still here just enjoying AIS very 
much! If you would like to get in touch 
with me, here is my email address: 
586snowwhite@gmail.com.

Sharon Ann Ligons 
(Former Instructional 

Assistant):  

Nick Hersey (Former Science Teacher)
I retired early, so I get to look back on 
more than 8 years of pursuing new and 
old interests.
• 2018-2019: Family and friends have 

been helping me dig a big pit in my 
steep backyard. When it’s finished 
next summer, a greenhouse will be 
nested into the hill. We’ve moved 
about 3.5 tons of clay and soil so 
far and have developed a little side 
project: brickmaking. 

• 2017-2018: I helped jump-start a 
local organic grocery retailer here 
in Weidling. 

• 2016-present: I translate texts 
into English  mostly about beer 
brewing and mineral water sensory 
assessment. Keeps me off the 
streets and I don’t have to dress up 
because I work from home.

• 2015-2016: I worked as recruiter 
for candidates in the technology and 
administrative sectors. I lost interest 
after a year, mainly because I had to 
dress like an adult.

• 2015-present: I sub at VIS 
sometimes.

• 2012-2015: I studied at a local 
night/weekend college (WIFI) and 
became a certified vocational/
educational counselor. I also did a 

correspondence course (WBA/bifeb) 
and was awarded a certificate in adult 
education. I worked for a couple of 
years in this field, mostly with groups 
of older adults looking for work in 
the manufacturing, labor and service 
sectors, occasionally with younger 
people who hadn’t quite finished 
school but desperately needed 
employment. There’s another Vienna 
beyond Salmannsdorf, and it’s very 
different.

• 2011-present: I was able to re-kindle 
an old passion I picked up as a 
university student back in Boston: 
tracking down and peddling antique 
textiles, mainly from Central Asia, 
Northwestern Persia and Anatolia. 

• 2010-present: Beekeeping. We have 
a couple of hives in the backyard and 
I’ve been harvesting between 5-25 
kg of honey each summer. 

 
Though I’m no social butterfly, I have kept 
in contact with some former AIS students 
and colleagues. Their toddlers, children 
and dogs are just my speed. In fact, if 
your pet needs a place to stay while 
you’re away, I’m home most of the year 
except from mid-July to mid-August. I 
miss our cat, Iago, who passed in 2017…

 

I’m allowed to play poker once in a while, 
so call me if you’re feeling lucky.
 
The family is doing well and, like the rest of 
us, our millennial children are weathering 
the storms swirling in our heads and in the 
surrounding air while stubbornly sharing 
their considerable talents and creativity 
with others. 

Finally, about Regina, whom some of you 
know. I’m very lucky to be so in love - we 
celebrated our 40th anniversary this year!

His latest novel, Mr. Breakfast, just 
came out.

Jonathan Carroll
(Former English Teacher)

1976  Nancy
with Hans

2019  Nancy
with Hans

Christine Federspiel (Former HS German Teacher)

Christine was in Vienna for a 
quick visit, during which she 
was able to meet up with some 
of her former colleagues, i.e. the 
one and only Dr. Köck!

mailto:journeyforonego%40gmail.com?subject=
mailto:journeyforonego%40gmail.com?subject=
http://mokoru.com/
mailto:586snowwhite%40gmail.com?subject=
https://jonathancarroll.com/your-untrustworthy-companion-3ac8fccdfce3
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Friendships. Mentors. Moments of personal growth.

The AIS experience doesn’t last long, but it accounts for an 
extraordinary amount of lifelong memories.

During this time of year, when it’s typical for all of us to look 
back on those special people and places that have shaped 

our lives, please help us to keep the Knight experience 
unforgettable by making your gift to AIS today.

Regular contributions by alumni, friends, parents, faculty, and 
staff provide the standard of excellence that makes attending 

AIS · Vienna an unforgettable, life-changing experience.

Your gift every year makes the difference every day!

Visit ais.at/giving to make your gift today.

What do these three gentlemen share in common?

Send your responses to alumni@ais.at. With a bit of luck you can 
win AIS (and alumni) goodies. Thank you and viel Glück!

ALUMNI CLASS REPRESENTATIVES
Thank you all for representing your class so well!  For the complete 
list of Class Representatives, visit www.ais.at/alumni. The password 
is: “wienalumni”.

OFFICIAL AIS NETWORKS

SHARE YOUR INFORMATION WITH US...
The AIS Vienna GlobeSpotter welcomes news from all AIS alumni. 
To share information on your whereabouts, jobs, families, pets, 
sports, or anything you think might be of interest, please contact 
us at: alumni@ais.at.

For information on AIS, please visit our website www.ais.at. Last but 
not least, please do not forget to sign up on the alumni database at 
ais.at/alumni. Thank you!

Robert “Gray” Jones
(Former English and Theory of 

Knowledge Teacher)
Here is a poem written by Mr. Jones in memory 
of Lockwood “Woody” Barr (passed away in 
2018), a noble soul who enriched our school 
for many years and touched countless lives in 
positive ways.

The Rain Has Fallen Here in Vienna

I cannot find its rightful name: that vaguely 
luminous rainbow bent above the wet woods 
this afternoon while the sun cuts through 
the clouds. The rain has fallen here in Vienna. 
It fell all morning and into the afternoon. 

Now the once world feels new again. When
we trust the rain to let go quietly—to loosen
and bathe the small down slope stones so
sharp at the edges that they gnaw the rugged
terrain of our grief into a palpable softness—

we know then a new way. It says memory
is all we have of ourselves—this life, its loves
and pointless rivalries. It says to believe in
every gesture, every passionate kindness 
that lifts this only life into light, and sings it.

Robert Hunter Jones

Dave Hagan, Hans Soukal and Andy Harrison

For Alumni For Everyone
Facebook: AIS · Vienna Alumni facebook.com/AISVienna

instagram.com/ais_vienna_alumni instagram.com/ais_vienna

twitter.com/AISViennaAlumni twitter.com/aisvienna

youtube.com/aisvienna

LinkedIn Group: American International School, Vienna LinkedIn: The American International School · Vienna

The GlobeSpotter highlights the 
stories of the AIS Community 
and provides updates on the 
present, but we want to do 
MORE. We want to connect our 
current High School students 
who love writing and journalism 
with our alumni so they can help 
us document and share these 
memories with you. If you are 
willing to share your memory 
and time with a student via a 
video chat, email, or phone call, 
please contact Alumni@ais.at.

#AISViennaRocks

AIS VIENNA QUIZ

http://www.ais.at/giving
mailto:alumni%40ais.at?subject=
https://www.ais.at/alumni
mailto:alumni%40ais.at?subject=
http://www.ais.at/
http://www.ais.at/page.cfm?p=523
https://www.facebook.com/AIS-Vienna-Alumni-792236614199911/
http://www.facebook.com/AISVienna
https://www.instagram.com/ais_vienna_alumni/
https://www.instagram.com/ais_vienna
https://twitter.com/aisvienna
http://www.youtube.com/aisvienna
https://www.linkedin.com/groups/1137727/profile
https://www.linkedin.com/company/american-international-school-%E2%80%A2-vienna
mailto:alumni%40ais.at?subject=
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