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KEY FACTSMISSION
Within the rich cultural context of Austria, AIS · Vienna:

• NURTURES an INCLUSIVE learning community
 – In partnership with families, we support healthy social, emotional, 

physical, and intellectual development.
 – We differentiate instruction to accommodate diverse interests 

and needs.
 – We cultivate active and creative students.

• CHALLENGES students to strive for personal 
excellence and to explore their passions
 – We balance an academically engaging program with co-curricular 

opportunities to empower students for success now and beyond 
AIS.

 – We motivate students to explore new and existing passions 
through guidance and opportunities.

• Fosters RESPECT through compassion for 
others and our world
 – We encourage empathy, honesty, and kindness towards others.
 – We embrace diverse values and perspectives with an aim to act 

with an open mind.
 – We strive to have a positive impact on others and our environment.
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From time to time Alumni Coordinator 
Zeynep Gürkök-Müllner ‘87 shares old 
photos of alumni with the current staff. 
Often she does this within the context 

of a quiz, seeing if members of our current 
staff can remember or guess who the alum is 
or what they were doing ‘way back when’.  The 
photos are often black and white and speak 
to different times and different eras in the life 
of The American International School Vienna. 
With every photo there is a story, and if I ask a 
question or two, I am enriched with a piece of 
history and culture of the school I feel so very 
lucky to be part of. This year’s enrollment is 
778, representing over 50 countries. We are 
still the friendliest and most caring international 
school in Vienna.

AIS is moving forward with exciting 
developments in curriculum, facilities, and 
a renewal of our Council of International 
Schools and Middle States Association 
ten-year accreditation. This fall we hosted 
world-class trainings on curriculum design 
and student assessment, claiming a place of 
professional development leadership in central 

and eastern Europe. This spring we hope to 
move forward with a long-awaited Elementary 
School facilities project; we hope to expand 
our Elementary Library and add a dedicated 
Science space. We will share more about the 
project’s potential and how alumni might help 
at a future time.

Thank you for staying in touch with AIS! Enjoy 
the photos, announcements, and memories 
which Zeynep and JT Hilliard ‘05, our 
Marketing and Communication Coordinator, 
have provided in this edition of GlobeSpotter. 
Please visit us, or join in one of the upcoming 
reunions. We look forward to reconnecting 
and to hearing from you from all corners of the 
world!

Enjoy this GlobeSpotter issue, and please stay 
in touch!

Steve Razidlo
Director

Welcome to the next issue of the GlobeSpotter.

Do you already know what you want to give your family 
members for Christmas this year?  What about something that 
has to do with AIS•Vienna? Take a look at our Online Store 
at zazzle.com/aisviennaalumnishop. Maybe you will find the 
perfect gift for them and also for yourself! For your information: 
the online shop is partially a fundraiser for the AIS Alumni 
Department. Every sold item brings us a commission of 10% 
which is invested in reunions, anniversaries, apparels given out 
at alumni quizzes, overseas receptions and many more events 
in which the alumni are involved. So “Thank you all” for your 
past and future purchases.

Be assured that we appreciate all your support and look forward 
to your continued involvement with the AIS family. If you have 
any questions concerning updating your address, tracking 
classmates, upcoming reunions, on-campus events or simply 
promoting the good name of our school, please contact us.

Last but not least, the countdown to our Annual Winter Alumni 
Reunion has started. Please mark Friday, 23. December 2016 
(6 PM-open end) on your calendars. An RSVP to the Alumni  
Office (Z.Guerkoek@ais.at or Alumni@ais.at) by Friday, 16. 
December 2016 would be highly appreciated.

Thank you! Danke! Merci!

Until we meet again,
Servus aus Salmannsdorf,

Zeynep Gürkök-Müllner ´87
Alumni Affairs Manager

My Dear AIS Alumni!

A MESSAGE FROM THE 
ALUMNI AFFAIRS MANAGER

http://zazzle.com/aisviennaalumnishop
mailto:Z.Guerkoek%40ais.at?subject=
mailto:Alumni%40ais.at?subject=
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TEN REASONS TO CHOOSE
AIS · VIENNA

1. ‘The Family’
2. Our Outstanding Faculty
3. Our Diversity
4. Our Approach to Individual Learning
5. Our History of Student Achievement
6. Our Tech-Savvy Campus
7. Our ‘State-Of-The-Art’ Arts Program
8. Our Athletics and After-School Activities
9. Our Campus
10. We’re Green!

THE AIS HEDGE PROJECT:
SAVING ENDANGERED TREES AND SHRUBS

Did you know that as of today, AIS has the largest number of 
Wild Service Trees (Sorbus torminalis) on private grounds in 

the City of Vienna? The annual planting campaign is planned, 
organized and controlled by our retired Science teacher, Dr. 

Hermann Prossinger.

HIGH SCHOOL MATH TEAMS

In March our two senior math teams participated in the ISMTF Senior Mathematics competition held here in Vienna at Webster 
University. Our mathematicians had a great performance. In the individual competition out of 237 students, Dohun (Chris) Lee 
came 4th, and Yuhyun Rho 18th. In the team competition out of 79 competing teams one of our teams came 2nd. BRAVO to all 
these brilliant mathematicians!

THE INTERNATIONAL FOOD 
FESTIVAL AT AIS

The IFF took place in the Sports Hall 
at the beginning of May. This event 
is known for bringing together the 
various cuisines and cultures AIS has 
to offer. Complete with a silent auction 
for the grown-ups and a basket raffle 
for the young ones, this event really 
embodied the multiculturalism of the 
AIS community. This year, the Office of 
Alumni Affairs together with the Amnesty 
International Youth invited a group of 
refugees from the Karwanhaus to come 
and enjoy the Festival. The group ended 
up having loads of fun while enjoying the 
wonderful food and even won a couple 
of baskets with their raffle tickets.

NEWS FROM AIS NEWS FROM AIS

AIS CHOIRS AT THE 
CARNEGIE HALL

The AIS Choirs (High School and 
Faculty Choir members), along with 
many other outstanding musicians, 
performed Mozart´s Requiem at the 
Carnegie Hall, NY, in February 2016.

Congratulations to Mrs. Heedles and the 
AIS singers on this wonderful concert!

AIS Choirs together with Mr. Vance George (the conductor) at the rehearsals.
Photo courtesy of Gregg Blackley.

While in NY, Kathy and 
the singers visited 
Shabnam Rezaei´s ´91 
company BigBadBoo.

Festival attendees waiting
for the raffle results

An oriental tent put up by the Middle 
Eastern countries at the IFF

http://www.bigbadboo.ca/
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THE KNIGHTS 
STUDENT 
NETWORK

KSN is AIS’s online 
student media center, 

providing a medium for 
news, entertainment, live 

sport broadcasts, and club 
blogs to be shared with the 

entire community.

KSN encourages everyone 
to subscribe to KSN 

updates via their Facebook 
page (facebook.com/

ksnvienna) or via Twitter 
(@ksnvienna). You can 
also subscribe to “KSN 

Breaking News Updates” 
via ksnvienna.com.

NEWS FROM AIS

A BLAST FROM THE PAST

Take a look at this video from 1987 that shows how “Okay”, an 
Austrian TV program for teenagers in the 80s, observed young 

Americans attending AIS and Webster. Watch our (former) 
students talk about what it felt like to be an American in Vienna 

and how the educational systems differed in this country 
during that time. (https://youtu.be/UMcGd8NdQXA)

THE AIS SONG

Our beloved AIS Song is 
sung at most concerts in 
the Elementary School. 
It celebrates our diverse 

international community, the 
friendships made at AIS, 

and the happiness students 
feel when they set foot on 

campus.

Visit youtube.com/aisvienna 
to watch a video of ES 

students singing our AIS 
Song. ATHLETICS

2015-2016 saw yet another fantastic year for our AIS Knights. 
We hosted nine tournaments, including two ISSTs and four 
SCIS as well as seven exchanges over the course of our three 
seasons. Our Middle School athletes topped the results tables 
bringing home 3 SCIS Championship titles, 2 Bronze medals 
and 2 Sportsmanship awards. The HS athletes were also not 
too shabby medaling in 3 ISST and 6 SCIS tournaments. The 
year was celebrated at our HS Sports Banquet and our MS 
Sports Awards Night. Athletics was once again supported 
throughout the year by the AIS Booster Club.

As a community, we were able to house 651 guest athletes this 
year (176 more than last year). The tournaments and weekend 
exchanges have given our athletes and all of our guests some 
wonderful memories.

EXTRA-CURRICULAR ACTIVITIES

In 2015-2016, we offered over 30 clubs and activities for our 
HS and MS students. One highlight was hosting the NESDA 
Speech, Debate and Acting tournament here in Vienna where 
we also won 2 individual medals. Our teams were also very 
successful, once again claiming medals in MS Speech and 
Debate, MS Math, MS Robotics, HS Knowledge Bowl, and 
HS Junior and Senior Math. Our After School Activities (ASA) 
program continued to serve hundreds of students throughout 
the year. There were over 35 choices of activities in 2015-2016, 
ranging from Ice Skating and Swimming, which are off campus, 
to German, Taekwondo, Gymnastics, and Chess on campus.

NEWS FROM AIS

Theater Arts at AIS continue to be a sensation. Our major 
theatrical productions in 2015-2016 included the AIS Fall 
Musical, Once On This Island, followed in the spring by the 
play As You Like It, in addition to AIS Presents! A Showcase of 
Original Student Performances. The Three Musketeers proved 
to be a great success for our Middle School.

AIS dancers put on an astounding show called Out Of The 
Dark. All proceeds from the event went to the Conquer Cancer 
Club in support of the Ronald McDonald Haus here in Vienna. 
The show involved dancers from all three divisions.

In addition to student art being showcased all over AIS 
throughout the school year, we also held two major Art 
Exhibits. The Elementary Art Show gave ES students grades 
1-5 a chance to display their favorite pieces of artwork that 
they created over the school year. Our youngest artists (Pre-
Kindergarten and Kindergarten) were celebrated at their very 

own Early Childhood Art Show, showing their exploration of a 
variety of different mediums. In the High School we held our 
yearly extraordinary IB Visual Arts Exhibition.

AIS musicians dazzled audiences with a series of instrumental 
and choral concerts including three concerts for our Elementary 
School students, four seasonal instrumental concerts in Middle 
and High School, and four Middle and High School Choir 
performances.

The MS and HS Bands were also fortunate enough to perform 
in the Golden Hall of Vienna’s Musikverein for an annual 
celebration of diplomatic relations between Austria and China.

A good number of our students also had the privilege of 
attending the Association for Music in International Schools 
(AMIS) festivals for Honor Musicians, taking place all around 
the world.

RELATED ARTS

https://www.facebook.com/ksnvienna
https://www.facebook.com/ksnvienna
https://twitter.com/ksnvienna
http://ksnvienna.com/
https://youtu.be/UMcGd8NdQXA
http://www.youtube.com/aisvienna
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At AIS we take pride in having such a diverse international community. This diversity is seen in the faces of our students and 
employees, heard among the languages in our halls, and celebrated throughout the year at many school festivals. All in all, 54 
countries were included in the makeup of our 2016-2017 student body:

CELEBRATING OUR

INTERNATIONAL COMMUNITY

BREAKDOWN OF OUR 2016-2017 STUDENT BODY BY NATIONALITY
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NOTE: AIS has a significant number of students with more than one nationality. The information shared above is based on data given to the school at the time of 
admission and based on students enrolled in September 2016. Our students’ origins are clearly more complex than our data can capture.

INTERNATIONAL BACCALAUREATE (IB)
The majority of our High School students follow the International Baccalaureate (IB) Diploma Program, a demanding course of 
study designed to provide students with a diploma that is recognized by many universities throughout the world. Individual subject 
examinations are graded on a scale from 7 to 1 (7 being the highest and 1 the lowest), with a maximum possible cumulative diploma 
score of 45.

AIS has been an IB World School since 1977, just 9 years after the IB Diploma Program began. We were the 72nd IB school to be 
authorized, now out of almost 5,000 schools worldwide. We are one of the most experienced IB schools in our region (Africa, Europe, 
and the Middle East) and the most experienced IB school in Austria.

2 0 1 6  S U M M A R Y  O F  R E S U L T S

48
IB Diploma Candidates

34.23
Average Diploma Score

100
% of Diploma Passes

Average IB Diploma Grades Awarded
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SCENES TO REMEMBER
LOOK AT AIS THEN

SCENES TO REMEMBER
LOOK AT AIS NOW
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TIME TO SAY GOODBYE
HIGHER EDUCATION PLACEMENTS

TIME TO SAY GOODBYE
GRADUATING CLASS 2016

Congratulations to the Class of 2016! As of September 2016, our students had been accepted to the following universities. The 
number following the university indicates the number of students accepted.

The students from the Class of 2016 received 197 acceptances at 125 institutions in 13 countries.

AUSTRIA
Euregio HTBLVA Ferlach
MODUL University Vienna
SAE Institute - Vienna
University of Applied Sciences 
Technikum Wien
Webster University (2)
Wirtschaftsuniversität Wien/
Vienna University of Economics 
and Business

CANADA
McGill University (2)
Queen’s University
Ryerson University
University of British Columbia 
(2)
University of Calgary
University of Toronto (2)
York University

FRANCE
Grenoble School of 
Management
The American University of 
Paris

GERMANY
Cologne Business School
Whu-Otto Beisheim School of 
Management

ITALY
John Cabot University
Universita Bocconi

MONTENEGRO
University of Donja Gorica

NETHERLANDS
Amsterdam University College
Erasmus Universiteit Rotterdam
Rotterdam School of 
Management, Erasmus 
University (2)
University of Amsterdam (2)

SOUTH KOREA
KAIST - Korea Advanced 
Institute of Science & 
Technology

SPAIN
IE University (4)

SWEDEN
Jönköping University

SWITZERLAND
Franklin University Switzerland
Geneva School of Diplomacy

UNITED KINGDOM
Abertay University
Bournemouth University
Cardiff University
City University London
Durham University (4)
Goldsmiths, University of 
London (2)
Heriot-Watt University
Hult International Business 
School - London (3)
Imperial College London (2)
King’s College London (6)
Kingston University
Lancaster University
London Metropolitan University
London School of Business and 
Management
London South Bank University
Loughborough University (3)
New College of the Humanities
Northumbria University
Queen Mary University of 
London (4)
Regent’s University London
Richmond The American 
International College in London 
(2)
Royal Holloway, University of 
London (3)

Royal Welsh College of Music 
and Drama
The London School of 
Economics and Political 
Science (2)
The University of Edinburgh (4)
The University of Nottingham
The University of Sheffield
The University of Warwick (8)
University College London (3)
University of Aberdeen
University of Bath (6)
University of Birmingham
University of Brighton
University of Bristol (3)
University of Cambridge (2)
University of Dundee
University of East Anglia
University of Exeter (6)
University of Greenwich
University of Lincoln
University of Oxford
University of Reading
University of Southampton
University of St Andrews (2)
University of Strathclyde (2)
University of Sussex
University of the West of 
England
University of Westminster
University of York (6)

UNITED STATES
Academy of Art University
American University
Amherst College
Arizona State University (2)
Boston University (2)
Brown University (2)
Bucknell University
Carnegie Mellon University
Emerson College
George Mason University
Hampshire College
Haverford College
Hillsdale College

Johns Hopkins University
Lewis & Clark College
Lynn University
Marymount Manhattan College
New York University (3)
Northeastern University (2)
Portland Community College
Princeton University
San Francisco State University
Seattle University
Suffolk University
The George Washington 
University
The University of Arizona
Tufts University
University of California, 
Berkeley
University of California, Davis 
(2)
University of California, Los 
Angeles (3)
University of California, San 
Diego
University of California, Santa 
Barbara
University of Chicago (2)
University of Colorado at 
Boulder
University of Illinois at Chicago
University of Massachusetts, 
Amherst
University of Massachusetts, 
Boston (2)
University of Miami
University of Oregon (2)
University of Portland
University of San Francisco
University of South Florida, 
Tampa
University of Southern California
Vassar College
Washington State University
Woodbury University
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TIME TO SAY GOODBYE
RETIRING FACULTY AND STAFF

TIME TO SAY GOODBYE
SAD FAREWELLS

CORNELIS “KEES” VAN DER GEEST, 
class of ´72 passed away in October 
2016. He was a smart, fun and an 
easy-going Knight who was also an 
important member of the AIS soccer 
team. Our thoughts go out to his family 
and friends. R.I.P. Kees, you will be 
dearly missed.

DOUGLAS DONNELLAN,
class of ´77 passed 

away in April 2016. In 
June, a bunch of his AIS 
friends gathered on the 
Hammonasset Beach 

to remember Doug and 
James Donnellan (who 

had passed away in April 
2013). Our thoughts go out 

to his family and friends. 
R.I.P. Doug, you will be 

dearly missed.

IMOGEN “IMI” DIANA LATHBURY,
former Assistant to the Director, 

passed away in May 2016. Imi was 
a lovely lady who knew AIS inside 
out. You had a question about the 

school, she was the one to ask and 
she always had an answer for you. 
She was fun to be around and had 
that witty British humor; all the time. 
One barely remembers seeing her 
without a smile. She was a team 

player, smart and always concerned 
about your well being. Our thoughts 

go out to her family and friends. 
R.I.P. Imi, you will be dearly missed.

Once a 
Knight, 
always a 
Knight.

PAUL RUNDQUIST,
class of ´82 passed in 
November 2015. The 

message was passed on 
to us by Andy Laine ´81 
who was one of Paul´s 
good friends and with 

whom he shared many 
great memories at AIS.  

Our thoughts go out to his 
family and friends. R.I.P. 
Paul, you will be dearly 

missed.

AHMED ABDULAI,
class of ´91 passed 

away in December 2015. 
He was a devoted and 

caring brother to his twin 
Mohamed and his gentle 

peaceful nature was a 
gift to all who knew him. 

Our thoughts go out to his 
family and friends. R.I.P. 

Ahmed, you will be dearly 
missed.

KARABO “SUPI” MOLEAH,
class of ´08 passed away in April 2016. 
We remember him as a smart, fun, 
polite, and a very sociable person. 
He was a total team player. One 
was always happy to see Supi and 
he always made people laugh. Our 
thoughts go out to his family and 
friends. R.I.P. Supi, you will be dearly 
missed.

GETRUDE “GERTI” BURKE,
former Receptionist, passed away 
in February 2016. A very serious 
lady (with a golden heart) who 

always knew what she was doing 
and made sure what she did was 

close to being perfect. She was one 
of the few staff members whom AIS 
alumni loved keeping in touch with 
through long letter. And she is still 
one of the few whom the visiting 
alumni always ask about. Just 

about everybody who had anything 
to do with AIS over the years knew 

her! Our thoughts go out to her 
family and friends. R.I.P. Ms. Burke, 

you will be dearly missed.

People are at the center of our work, and AIS 
said goodbye to a great number of faculty and 

staff who had huge impacts on our program. 
In June 2016, we said farewell to two beloved 

faculty members: After 17 years of service, 
Bente Pedersen retired and Jeff Audette retired 

after 4 years at AIS.  

We wish them the very best in their future 
endeavors and they will always be part of the 

AIS Community.
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RECENT ALUMNI EVENTS
WINTER REUNION, DECEMBER 2015, VIENNA

RECENT ALUMNI EVENTS

CLASS OF 1971(±) REUNION, JUNE 2016, VIENNA CLASS OF 1996 REUNION, JUNE 2016, VIENNA

CLASS OF 2006 REUNION, JUNE 2016 IN VIENNA

US Reunion, September 2016, San Francisco

US Reunion, September 2016, Washington, DC
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ALUMNI NEWS

ALUMNI PROJECT
Always wanted to own a 

Lettermen jacket, but missed 
the opportunity back in 

the days? Well, Ms. Mimi 
Brownstone ´06 is bringing 
back the Knights spirit. To 
take a look at her project 
and to order one, please 

get in touch with the Alumni 
Department (alumni@ais.

at), so we can send you the 
forms. Go Knights!

AHMAD MAJID,
class of ´83, is a current Webster 

University Vienna adjunct 
professor. An interview with 
Ahmad and his project “Cafe 
ImmiCo” - a business support 

group for immigrant entrepreneurs 
in Austria – was recently featured 

in an Austrian newspaper.

PRASHANT NAIR,
class of ´94, wrote and directed the Indian Hindi 

comedy-drama called “UMRIKA”.

A small village in India is invigorated when one of 
their own travels to America (aka, UMRIKA) and 

details his adventures through letters home, sparking 
community debate and inspiring hope. But when 
the letters mysteriously stop coming, his younger 

brother Rama (Suraj Sharma) sets out on a journey 
to find him. With the help of his best friend Lalu (Tony 

Revolori), Rama retraces his brother’s path to find 
himself charting one of his own. Set in the mid-1980s, 

UMRIKA is a funny and meaningful story of the 
lengths taken to realize one’s dreams (taken from 

IMDb).

The film premiered at the 2015 Sundance Film 
Festival, where it won the World Cinema Dramatic 

Audience Award. Since then it has received various 
prizes including the International Critics Prize 

(FIPRESCI) for best film at the Cairo International 
Film Festival as well as the HP Briding the Borders 

Award at the Palm Springs International Film Festival.

Congratulations, Prashant. You rock!

ALUMNI NEWS
ALUMNI IN THE SPOTLIGHT

MOMOKO YOKOYAMA,
class of ´83, recently took 

over the management of the 
Kinderhaus (Kindergarten) at the 
Montessori Campus in Vienna.

SUMITRA NANJUNDAN,
class of ´83, has a new single on 
the market. “I Don´t Mind / Love: 
To Give” from her latest album 

“Still”. It is lovely!

JENNIFER SPATZ,
class of ´84, is the 

founder of  “Global Family 
Travels”. She gave an 

interview to Parentmap. 
You can read it here.

ALEX PSCHILL,
class of ´89, can be seen in 
the civil courage and anti-
racism ad by ZARA (which 
stands for Zivilcourage und 

Anti-Rassismus-Arbeit): 
“Zara - Zeig’ Zivilcourage 
Trilogie - Flugzeug”. He is 

also busy opening up a new 
theater in Vienna. Take a 

look at the site of “Bronski & 
Grünberg”.

OLIVER BENNIER,
class of ´90, owner of the Fahrschule 

Karlplatz (driving school at Karlsplatz) is 
the first to offer a driving course (theory & 
practice) as well as the license exam all 
in English. If interested for yourself, for 
your kid, for a neighbor or anyone who 

wants do the whole procedure in English, 
please get in touch with him directly at 

o.bennier@fahrschule-karlsplatz.at.

MAURICIO VELTZE,
class of ´92, runs the 

“Juicepoint” on Billrothgasse 
in the 19th Viennese district. 
He offers smoothies, juices, 

shakes, crepes, fudge brownie 
and breakfast in a cup. All 

made from organic products.

ALIREZA NOURI,
class of ´96, was chosen #1 

doctor (practical physician) in 
Niederösterreich (Lower Austria).

ZISSA GRABNER,
class of ´98, runs an online shop 

“FROMAUSTRIA.com” which is an 
Austrian concept store. She brings 
you the original Austrian lifestyle 
and the most unique brands and 
products the country has to offer. 

Take a look, maybe you find 
something as an X-Mas present.

TOVA MARR,
class of ´99 founded the non-profit 
organization “Autism in Vienna”.

NATHAN MELTZER,
class of ´18, who was here 
at AIS for his ES years and 

started learning violin in 
the grade 2 program is now 
studying violin in NYC with 
Itzhak Perlman and was 

featured on the USA radio 
broadcast ‘From the Top’ 

together with Mark O’Connor. 
Take a look at the broadcast.

mailto:alumni%40ais.at?subject=
mailto:alumni%40ais.at?subject=
http://kurier.at/karrieren/berufsleben/dieselben-probleme-wie-oesterreicher/179.039.127
http://kurier.at/karrieren/berufsleben/dieselben-probleme-wie-oesterreicher/179.039.127
https://www.facebook.com/Umrika/timeline
http://www.montessoricampus.at/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=SIyUl-Cptvs&feature=player_embedded
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=SIyUl-Cptvs&feature=player_embedded
https://www.parentmap.com/article/someone-you-should-know-jennifer-spatz
https://youtu.be/Ss9NbhfuuEc
https://youtu.be/Ss9NbhfuuEc
http://www.bronski-grünberg.at/
http://www.bronski-grünberg.at/
http://fahrschule-karlsplatz.at/
http://fahrschule-karlsplatz.at/
mailto:o.bennier%40fahrschule-karlsplatz.at?subject=
http://
http://www.arzt-wienerneudorf.at/
https://www.facebook.com/autisminvienna/timeline
http://www.fromthetop.org/show/nprs-from-the-top-with-host-christopher-oriley-orono-maine-314/


On January 2, 2016 Jackie Cushing 
Gulhaugen and her husband, Chris; Tim 
Althof ´66 and his wife, Sue; and John 
Metcalfe ´66 and his wife, Penny; met for a 
mini-reunion in NYC at Jackie’s apartment 
and then at the Sabarsky Café in the Neue 
Galerie in New York City. The three were 
classmates at AIS in the 1950s: Jackie, 
grades 3-7, Tim, grades 3-4, and John, 
grades 4-6.

They had not seen each other since 
their time together in Vienna, though Tim 
and John got in touch in 2012 after John 
tracked Tim and Chris Borst down through 
an Internet search! Chris Borst was invited 
to the reunion but was unable to attend. 
Tim found Jackie in 2014 when he began 
reading her mystery, Diplomatic Impunity: 
a Viennese Christmas Mystery, and 
recognized references to her house and 
the neighborhood in the book!

Jackie’s dad worked at the U.S. Embassy, 
Tim’s dad worked for Lutheran World 
Federation, and John’s dad worked for the 
Australian Migration Mission.  Jackie lives 
in NYC, Tim lives in New Hampshire, and 
John lives in Canberra, Australia. Their 
bios are on the AIS Website.

They reminisced about their school, which 
at that time was at 40 Bauernfeldgasse. 
They also shared fond memories of 
the Vienna Community Church, the 
Christkindlmarkt, the Prater, the English 
Reading Room, roasted chestnuts, 
schnitzel, marzipan, and so much more.

Jackie, Tim, and John would love to hear 
from classmates from their time in Vienna. 
Wouldn’t it be great to have a reunion in 
Vienna one of these days?

(Tim, Jackie and John pictured top right.)
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BEVERLY (CURTIS) 
SIMMONS ´63

This is the first time I have been in 
touch with anyone since I graduated 
from AIS in 1963!

After college and graduate school 
(major in church music) I married 
an Episcopal priest.  We had 31 
wonderful years together prior to 
his death in 2002.  We have one 
son and twin grandchildren - age 
5.  Until a year ago I lived all my 
adult life in New York state (not the 
city).  Last year I retired from my 
job as a church musician and piano 
teacher and moved with a friend to 
New Mexico.  We both love to travel 
and are doing a lot of it.  I am writing 
this just prior to our trip to Europe for 
a cruise on the Danube followed by 
a week in Vienna.  I have been back 
only once since 1963 and that was 
with my husband in 1991.  I am really 
looking forward to it.

At AIS from 1958 till 1962. I’m 
in the process of retiring from 
teaching hotel and restaurant 
management at Northern 
Arizona University – two more 
years of half-time. My wife, Ann 
and I just built a house on Big 
Stone Lake, where she grew 
up, and plan to split our time 
between there, Flagstaff, and 
traveling for the next few years.

PAUL J. WIENER ´64

JACKIE (CUSHING) GULHAUGEN ´66

Following Harvard, I went to the Medical College of Virginia in Richmond. I married a 
fellow classmate, Margaret Jane DuRant, and after medical school we moved to San 
Antonio. Jane specialized in Pediatrics and I did Internal Medicine then Nephrology. I 
stayed on the faculty in San Antonio for 9 years and then went into Private Practice. 
My wife of 41 years retired two years ago. I am still working. We have one son who is 
currently a Cardiology Fellow at Columbia University in NYC.

Since I left AIS, I – no, 
that’s ridiculous for a 
65-year-old who left AIS 
in 1964. I’m not going to 
write my autobiography 
– or, if I do, it won’t fit into 
the GlobeSpotter. Let’s try 
it in a sentence: I trotted 
all over the globe for the 
United Nations system 
of organizations – five 
different organizations 
(UNIDO, ILO, ITC, FAO, 
WHO) in seven different 
countries (chronologically, 
leaving out the repeats: 
Austria, Switzerland, Italy, 

India, Egypt, Zimbabwe,  
Congo) – and  am now 
based in England, writing 
scripts and running a health 
information programme in 
the University of Winchester 
in the UK, building houses 
in Zambia, and doing 
random consultancy and 
translation. Personal: I’m 
at home with Diana (who 
I met in Vienna in 1971) 
and younger son Zac (born 
in New Delhi),while  son 
Seb (born in Rome), and 
his Chinese wife Hongyi 
and daughter Mila, live in 

Brazzaville, Congo, and my 
little daughter Becky lives 
with her Kenyan aunt and is 
at school in Nairobi. How’s 
that for globetrotting?

TERRENCE “TERRY” FRIED ´69

CHRIS ZIELINSKI ´67 WARREN BRICKELL ´67

“You know what? 
When I think of 
my two years at 

The American 
International 

School, I have a 
big smile on my 

face…”
LYNDA LAUN ´65

I am single, never married. I work 
at Menards, a home improvement 
center. I have been there for 30 
years. I long to hear from Florence 
Mehdevi!

GLOBESPOTTER MAILBAG

Tim, Jackie and John

GLOBESPOTTER MAILBAG

Warren and FIG
(Robert Newton ´67)

Warren, Chris´68 and Adam ´68

BEATRIZ “BIA” ENGLERT ´71
I loved coming back to AIS for our 
class of ‘71 reunion! Couldn’t believe 
that it had been 45 years; walking 
up the stairs up to the cafeteria, it 
seemed that no time had passed. 
It was a wonderful visit to Wien to 
see my friends and introduce them 
to my husband Cliff. Thanks for your 
warm welcome to AIS which included 
Manner....Since graduation I’ve lived 
in Carbondale, Il, Janesville, WI; and 
now we’re enjoying living in Seminole, 
FL. We have wonderful kids ,Andrea 
36 and Neal 35 .He’s married to truly 
special Tiffany, and they’re the parents 
of my almost 2 yr. old sweetie - pie 
granddaughter Natalie. We’re looking 
forward to the next ‘71 reunion in 2018!
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CHARLES MARIA WEBER IV ´73
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Here is a message which was 
sent to us by Peter Loy:

Our dear friend and classmate, 
Leslie Malton is world renowned 
as a superb actress of stage 
and screen.   But Leslie’s life 
journey also includes someone 
and something far less known: 
her sister, Marion, who suffers 
from Rett syndrome.   When 
we were at AIS, very little was 
known about Rett syndrome 
and many were not aware that 
Leslie had a sister at home, 
just eleven months younger.  
A few years ago, Leslie read 
about Rett syndrome and 
finally understood what Marion 
has had to confront her entire 
life.   Last year, Leslie, with 
the assistance of Roswitha 
Quadflieg, wrote a book, 
Brief an meine Schwester, 
that describes the two sisters’ 
lives together and apart, and, 
more importantly, educates 
people about RETT syndrome.   
Since 2013, Leslie has been 
the Botschafterin für Kinder mit 
Rett-Syndrom (Ambassador 
for Children with RETT-
Syndrome) in Germany.

In my correspondence with 
Leslie, she wrote, “I’m delighted 
and thrilled to be remembered 
and that there are AIS readers 
of the book! The response has 
been absolutely wonderful. I 
didn’t know what to expect, so 
I expected nothing and have 
been overwhelmed with the 
reactions of the journalists 
and to the readings. You are 
right, Peter, it was and is a very 
moving experience - though I 
did not physically write the book 
myself. Roswitha Quadflieg, 
the writer, approached me after 
she had read an interview in 
which I went public for the first 
time about the Rett Syndrome. 
At first I was hesitant to do it, 
but realized that a book is also 
a good venue to get the word 
on RETT out. And we found an 
interesting way to make it “our” 
book.”

The back cover reads: Das 
Mädchen mit den sprechenden 
Augen. Die berührende 
Geschichte zweier Schwestern, 
von denen eine mit Gesundheit 
und Erfolg gesegnet ist, 
die andere eine rätselhafte 

Behinderung hat. Aufwühlend 
und emotional erzählt die 
erfolgreiche Schauspielerin 
Leslie Malton die Geschichte 
ihrer Schwester Marion und 
ihre eigene -- die Geschichte 
einer außergewöhnlichen, 
selbstlosen Schwesternliebe, 
die nicht frei ist von den 
Schatten der Schuld und 
Gewissensnot.

And the inside front cover: 
1957. Ein Amerikaner und eine 
Wienerin lernen sich kennen, 
sie verlieben sich und heiraten. 
In Washington D.C. wird 1958 
ihre erste Tochter, Leslie, 
geboren, elfeinhalb Monate 
später folgt Marion – fast ein 
Zwilling. Etwa ein Jahr nach 
Marions Geburt stockt ihre 
Entwicklung, sie verlernt, was 
sie gerade gelernt hat, verliert 
die Sprache – verliert fast alles. 
Die Odyssee zwischen Ärzten 
und diversen Einrichtungen 
beginnt. Niemand kann dem 
kleinen Mädchen helfen. Erst 
2012 liest Leslie Malton – längst 
eine berühmte Schauspielerin 
– einen Zeitungsartikel über 
das Rett-Syndrom. Plötzlich 

hat die Behinderung einen 
Namen. Leslie Malton trifft 
sich mit Betroffenen und 
deren Angehörigen, wird 
Botschafterin der “Elternhilfe 
für Kinder mit Rett-Syndrom 
in Deutschland”. In diesem 
berührenden Buch erzählt 
Leslie Malton die Geschichte 
ihrer Schwester und ihre 
eigene, die Geschichte einer 
selbstlosen Schwesternliebe, 
die sich über Krankheit und 
Kontinente hinwegsetzt.

The book (and audiobook) 
which is only available in 
German, is truly moving and, 
for those of us who know Leslie 
and Marion, touches our hearts 
and soul to the core.   And it is 
a fantastic way to get to know 
this wonderful woman, her 
work as an actress, her family, 
her life in the U.S., Vienna, and 
Berlin, and to become better 
educated about Rett syndrome.   
Order your copy, have a good 
read, and contribute to a good 
cause because Leslie donates 
100% of her proceeds to RETT 
research!.

LESLIE MALTON ´76

I wanted to let you know about the award 
(“Counselor of the Year”) I received last 
month from the Council of International 
Schools (CIS). The award for the 
presentation took place at the CIS Forum 
on International Admission and Guidance 
in Edinburgh, Scotland. It is true that I am 

at the American School of The Hague, but 
the High School diploma on the wall reads 
AIS Vienna! And those years at AIS played 
an important role in my decision to work 
in international schools and to work with 
international students.

PETER LOY ‘75

Impromptu 1970s reunion at Fuhrgassl-Huber with Joe Daw ´75, Bob Gasser ´73, his 
wife, Marc Chanteduc (Lycee Francais), John Ericson ´75) and Charles. The young 
lady on the left is Marc’s daughter.

BARBARA PORTER ´71
Travelled from Jordan to the UK last 
February to attend Joan´s ´71 son 
Jamie´s wedding.

BARBARA PORTER ´71

JOHN JACOBS ´72
I have been living in Silver Spring, 
Maryland outside of Washington, 
D.C. for the past 26 years with my 
wife Mary and our three daughters 
(two 28 year olds, and one 32, now 
off on their own). I am the President 
of Artex Fine Art Services, a company 
I founded that specializes in shipping 
and handling of museum collections. 
I stay in close touch with Julius 
Spetter and Michael Levitsky from 
my graduating class and recently 
saw Melissa Whitten.

After leaving Vienna, my parents were 
posted with the US Embassy in Kinshasa, 
Congo and New Delhi, India.  I spent time 
traveling and living in both these countries 
while also attending University in Munich, 
Germany and California, USA.  Also 
backpacked overland from Europe to India 
in 1979 traveling through Turkey, Iran and 
Afghanistan.

Have been back in Northern California 
for many years now, married and have 

a wonderful soccer loving 15 year old 
son.  Just by pure coincidence my wife’s 
mother is from Vienna so I still can enjoy 
some Strudel and Topfenpalatschinken!  I 
am the Director for International Sales at 
Blue Diamond (as in almonds) and still get 
to travel often to Asia and Europe.  I have 
been able to keep in touch with a number 
of friends from AIS and it is always nice to 
reminisce and enjoy the good memories 
from Vienna. One of these days I need to 
get back to AIS as well to say Servus.

WARREN COHEN ´75

“…those years at AIS played an 
important role in my decision to 

work in international schools and to 
work with international students.”
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Amy says “HI” from Punxsutawney, 
PA. She would love to hear from 
fellow AISers. Her e-mail address is 
amelia.seaton@gmail.com.

AMELIA „AMY“ (FELLNER) 
SEATON ´77

GLOBESPOTTER MAILBAG

At long last, I’ve had 
opportunity to visit Austria 
with my two boys (10 and 8) 
and wife, see picture whilst 
hiking around the Kapruner 
Stauseen. 

We stayed in Vienna a 
few days and are now in 
Salzburg / Hohetauern, 
which also brought us past 
Werfen, where we had 
some AIS field trips, way 
back in the day. Later, we’ll 
go on to Germany and visit 
relatives (and hope Die 
Mannschaft stays in the 
Euro 2016 for the final...!)

We moved to the US nearly 
four years ago, after having 
lived in London for 14 years 
(the original plan was just 
2 years!). We currently 
live outside NYC, in New 
Canaan, Connecticut, and 
the plan is to stick around 
for awhile.

Sara Nardi has been 
awesome in keeping us 
posted on all things related 
to AIS ‘83 and other AIS 
alumni she’s been keeping 
in touch with regularly. 
Other ‘83ers I’m regularly in 
touch with are Semi Salmi 

(San Francisco), Sumi 
Nanjundan (LA), Isabelle 
Fehle (Vienna).

My sister Monica ‘85 lives 
outside DC, and my brother 
Georg ‘81 lives outside 
Cologne. All three of us 
went to AIS all 12 years, 
which must be a cumulative 
record of some sort! My 
parents are retired and still 
spend much of the year in 
Vienna and also in Northern 
Germany.

MARTIN LOESER ´83

Living in Santa Fe, NM. Working 
for Los Alamos National 
Lab as a specialist in Talent 
Management. Raising “Stormy”, the 
mischievous Frenchie. Otherwise 
single, loving life and getting to 
hang out with fellow AISer. Lorenzo 
Zambello who also lives in NM.   

For those interested: Jim Duis 
recently remarried, still lives in Simi 
Valley CA, owns his own business, 
flies helicopters and rides dirt bikes 
in his free time.  He has three grown 
children and a beautiful new wife, 
Connie.

JANICE DUIS ´78

Suriya came to visit the school in 
March. He is the Deputy Director 
General for ASEAN Affairs (Thailand) 
which is one step away from being 
ambassador.

SURIYA CHINDAWONGSE´84
Rockie sent us the 
following photos of 
her son Luke who 
recently graduated 
from the Police 
Academy.

ROCHELLE “ROCKIE” (PEREZ-VENERO) HALL ´79

I’ve spent the last 
year serving as Senior 
Coordinator for Refugee 
and IDP Affairs at the US 
Embassy in Baghdad, 
where I oversee U.S. 
humanitarian assistance 
benefiting 3.3 million 
Iraqi internally displaced 
persons (IDPS) each 
year, and our refugee 
resettlement program for 
roughly 7,000 Iraqis per 
year.  Apart from the intense 
heat (over 46 degrees C 

today!) this has been a 
fantastic, challenging, and 
rewarding tour.  Before 
coming to Baghdad last 
June, I served three years 
as U.S. Consul General 
in Dusseldorf, working to 
improve trade, cultural, 
educational, and political 
ties with the German state 
of North-Rhine Westphalia. 
I have also served as a US 
diplomat in St. Petersburg, 
Skopje, Addis Ababa, and 
San Jose, and completed 

a five-year tour in the State 
Department in Washington 
DC.  My wife and daughter 
will be joining me for our 
next adventure – in Wien!  
We’ll be arriving in Vienna in 
August 2016, when I’ll take 
up my duties as the new 
Counselor for Economic 
and Political Affairs at 
the U.S. Embassy. I look 
forward to reconnecting 
with AIS, and with old 
classmates.

STEVE HUBLER ´79

I am married with three children; I 
live in Los Angeles CA since 1998, 
and recently retired from being 
a residential contractor and just 
completed my Masters degree in 
Education and will begin teaching 
high school history starting in 
September.

JONATHAN SILBERMAN ´81

Mark says HI from McKinney, TX. He 
would love to hear from fellow AISers. 
You can reach him either through his 
e-mail address markfetzner@mac.com or 
just send him a message on Facebook! 
Mark graduated early as Class of ‘81 but 
would have been in Class of ‘82.

ERIKA LEVY ´82
Erika lives in NYC with her husband and 
2 kids and is an Associate Professor of 
Communication Sciences and Disorders 
at Teachers College, Columbia University. 
She misses AIS and Wien and would love 
to hear from her AIS friends.

MARK FETZNER ´81

Mark and his wife Tammy

RHÉNI TAUCHID ´84
Impromptu mini reunion with Alison (Becker) Weems ´85, Tina (Gingrich) Dobbins ´84 
and Alex Gingrich ´85 in Denver. Lots of stories, laughter and memories!

Rhèni, Alex, Alison and Tina

The Loeser family

Ms. Augustine with Suriya

Kris Attended AIS 1985-6.  Now Tax 
Attorney living in Tampa, Florida and 
working as a Tax Planning Strategist 
for The Private Bank of Wells Fargo. 
Recently adopted 2nd greyhound 
Dakota. Keep in touch with Beth 
Endlsey (class of 85). 

Would love to re-connect with Jane 
Sennett (class of 85), India, Kitty, 
Philippa (all class of 86).

KRIS LIER ´86

“I look 
forward to 
reconnecting 
with AIS, 
and with old 
classmates.”

“Lots
of

stories, 
laughter 

and 
memories!”

mailto:amelia.seaton%40gmail.com?subject=
mailto:markfetzner%40mac.com?subject=
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This is my fourth year 
working at AIS as HS 
Admin Assistant. I really 
feel at home here, like it’s 
coming back to the roots! 
And the best part is that I 
get to work with Zeynep 
Gürkök-Müllner and with 
Farin Scheurer every day! 
Who gets to work with their 
BFF’s?!?!

This is my second year 
offering monthly after 
school art classes for 
colleagues. We are a small 
but growing group (usually 
between 6-10 people) who 
just enjoy doing various 
creative projects throughout 
the year together. The 
class is very dear to me as 
it provides a safe space to 

create art without the fear 
of being judged. It’s very 
therapeutic.

Take a look at Barbara´s 
website here.

BARBARA (REICH) HARRAZ ´87
My time at AIS was cut short 
in ’83 because of my father’s 
passing while stationed at the 
US Embassy in Vienna.  I’ve 
been in Texas for the past 26 
years since graduating from 
Randolph Macon College.  
My beautiful wife has given 
me three wonderful bundles 
of joy...double the fun on 
the second time around!  I 
remember my time in Vienna 
fondly and am looking forward 
to the day that I can show the 
family my old haunts.  I still 
keep in touch with Mike Kopp, 
my partner-in-crime for many 
of our lesser known (hopefully) 
adventures.

MIKE HANSON ´86

After four years in one of the greatest cities in the 
World, New York, we moved to Boston as I took on 
a new challenge as president of CIVIQ Smartscapes. 
It is the first time we move within the same country. 
Usually it was a new continent or at least a new 
country. CIVIQ is addressing a new market in urban 
technology by Smartscaping cities. Our biggest project 
is connecting NYC with 7,500 units providing 1 GB 
free Wi-Fi and interactive services throughout all the 
five boroughs. It is a marathon every day, but great. 
The family is enjoying Boston! Though I hope to take 
them to Vienna one of these days to see AIS and eat 
the real Apfelstrudel!

ERWIN REZELMAN ´87

GLOBESPOTTER MAILBAG
ZEYNEP GÜRKÖK-MÜLLNER ´87

David in front of the “Austriahaus” at 
the Summer 2016 Olympics in

Rio, Brazil.

DAVID TEVEL 
ROSENCHAN ´90

MIMI PLATZER ´97

The Hanson family

The Rezelman family

Zeynep, Killian (Admin. Assistant to 
Director) and Barbara ´87 (Admin. 

Assistant to the High School Principal) 
color coordinating

Left: Lisa, Daniela, Monique (all ´87), 
Courtney ´86. 

Right: Parsoua, Zeynep, Lill, 
Jasenka, Farin (all ´87)

Lill, Zeynep and Daniela, all ´87 Language Day in the Middle School: 
bringing the languages our community 

represent closer to the students

Zeynep, Barbara ´87 and Angele ´84 
at the 2016 Graduation

Zeynep with Frau Ilse Heinecke, advisors 
for Amnesty Youth at the HS Club Fair

Mark and family

MARK ODETTE´95

OMER TAMUZ ´96
I live with my wife and two sons 
in Pasadena, California. I teach 
economics and math at Caltech.

KIRA THURMAN ´02
Completed her PhD in History 
from the University of Rochester 
in 2013 with a minor field in 
musicology from the Eastman 
School of Music. She is now an 
assistant professor of German 
and History at the University 
of Michigan. She writes about 
music, race, politics, and national 
identity in Europe.

Has a new children´s book on the 
market. “Owen and the Old Tortoise” 
is based on the true story of an unlikely 
bond formed between a young hippo 
and an ancient tortoise. Above all, it is 
a tale of family and friendship. “Owen 
and the Old Tortoise” can be ordered 
on the website Bellastoriapress.com. 
It is also available on Amazon.

http://barbaraharraz.wixsite.com/mixedmediachaos
http://bellastoriapress.com/
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Friendships. Mentors. Moments of personal growth.

The AIS experience doesn’t last long, but it accounts for an extraordinary amount of lifelong memories.

During this time of year, when it’s typical for all of us to look back on those special people and places that have shaped our lives, 
please help us to keep the Knight experience unforgettable by making your gift to AIS today.

Regular contributions by alumni, friends, parents, faculty, and staff provide the standard of excellence that makes attending AIS · 
Vienna an unforgettable, life-changing experience.

Your gift every year makes the difference every day!

Visit ais.at/giving to make your gift today.

AIS VIENNA QUIZ
Fill in the blank - September 1, 1959: The Vienna International 
Community School was dissolved and The American International 
School was established by he American and __________ 
Embassies. Enrollment at this time was 234 students from 17 
nationalities.

Send your responses to alumni@ais.at. With a bit of luck you can 
win AIS (and alumni) goodies. Thank you and viel Glück!

ALUMNI CLASS REPRESENTATIVES
Thank you all for representing your class so well!  For the complete 
list of Class Representatives, visit www.ais.at/alumni. The password 
is: “wienalumni”.

OFFICIAL AIS NETWORKS
For Alumni
 Facebook: AIS · Vienna Alumni
 twitter.com/AISViennaAlumni
 LinkedIn Group: American International School, Vienna

For Everyone
 facebook.com/AISVienna
 twitter.com/aisvienna
 youtube.com/aisvienna
 LinkedIn: The American International School · Vienna

SHARE YOUR INFORMATION WITH US...
The AIS Vienna GlobeSpotter welcomes news from all AIS alumni. 
To share information on your whereabouts, jobs, families, pets, 
sports, or anything you think might be of interest, please contact 
us at: alumni@ais.at.

For information on AIS, please visit our website www.ais.at. Last but 
not least, please do not forget to sign up on the alumni database at 
ais.at/alumni. Thank you!

CAROLINE SCHWANZER ´07

Caro met Rakaesh Vijayan ‘07 in Singapore

JOHN ESPERIAN
John (former HS Principal in the 70s) retired from 
College of Southern Nevada, but teaching one class 
a semester. Regarding AIS Wien, nothing but good 
memories!

ROBERT FUREY
Robert (former Social Studies Teacher in the 70s) 
writes:

Janet (who taught in the satellite school) and Bob 
“starred” with Leslie Malton ´76 in a German made-
for-TV movie that was filmed near us in Boston. 
What a fun experience.

CHRISTIANA SCHWARZ
A photo of Adrian ´04 (son), Chris (former…way too 
many positions to mention here), Michael Hanappi 
´76 and Denia ´01 (daughter)

MELANIE (BERRYMAN) HILL

Melanie (widow of late Lorin 
Berryman, HS Math in the 
70s and 80s) says “HI” from 
Roseburg. She would love 
to hear from fellow AISers. 
Her e-mail address is 
Melanierose7780@gmail.com.
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