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KEY FACTSMISSION
Within the rich cultural context of Austria, AIS · Vienna:

• NURTURES an INCLUSIVE learning community
 – In partnership with families, we support healthy social, emotional, 

physical, and intellectual development.
 – We differentiate instruction to accommodate diverse interests 

and needs.
 – We cultivate active and creative students.

• CHALLENGES students to strive for personal 
excellence and to explore their passions
 – We balance an academically engaging program with co-curricular 

opportunities to empower students for success now and beyond 
AIS.

 – We motivate students to explore new and existing passions 
through guidance and opportunities.

• Fosters RESPECT through compassion for 
others and our world
 – We encourage empathy, honesty, and kindness towards others.
 – We embrace diverse values and perspectives with an aim to act 

with an open mind.
 – We strive to have a positive impact on others and our environment.
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There is a mystical quality to the walk 
to school as the mornings get darker 
through October.  Here on the edge 
of the Wienerwald, the American 

International School stands like a beacon or 
a sentinel for the many who call our school 
home. The end of our first quarter is almost 
upon us, and students and staff are busy 
finishing important work as we prepare for the 
upcoming holiday, ten weeks after we came 
together to start the school year.  As alumni, 
many of you remember the excitement of the 
beginning of the year, and how quickly Vienna 
seems to move from summer to fall.

Throughout the year, Alumni Coordinator 
Zeynep Gürkök-Müllner keeps me informed 
of the reunions, the campus visits, and the 
contacts she makes keeping you connected to 
AIS.  It’s wonderful to hear how many of you 
have made plans for gatherings in the United 
States or here in Vienna!  It’s also wonderful 
to learn that the connections made with fellow 
alumni are meaningful and important to you 
years after you were a student here. My wife 
Dawn and I often marvel at the friendships 

and relationships our two youngest children-
-two boys here at AIS--have developed with 
fantastic peers whose stories are at once exotic 
and part of the very real life of expatriate, third-
culture children.

As you page through the GlobeSpotter, we 
hope you enjoy reading and looking at the 
photographs as much as we do. Zeynep has 
again created a wonderful opportunity to 
remember, yes, but to learn about the lives 
lived beyond school; she gathers a great 
mosaic of experiences and stories, enriching 
us all in the process.  

It’s raining today, and still mostly dark outside 
as I write this note from the Villa office; school 
will begin in an hour, shaping the lives and 
futures of 777 AIS students.

Enjoy this GlobeSpotter issue, and please stay 
in touch!

Steve Razidlo
Director

A morning in Zeynep´s life: I am on my way to work, meaning a 
10 minute drive from home to AIS through the Vienna Woods. 
I am trying to put together the message that I want to include 
in the GlobeSpotter in my head. OK, should I mention the 
great stuff (academic, sports, drama, activities) going on at 
school or should I call out for fundraising or should I simply 
just say #AISViennaRocks? Well, I can also start bragging 
about how great our alumni are doing around the world or 
start promoting AIS for future students or should I simply just 
say #AISViennaRocks? Last but not least, I can also talk a bit 
about the past, the present, and future projects on and around 
the campus or tell about why I joined the Amnesty Youth Club 
run by our present students at school, or can I simply just say 
#AISViennaRocks? You know what; I think I am just going to 
say #AISViennaRocks!

Do you already know what you want to give your family 
members for Christmas this year?  What about something that 
has to do with AIS · Vienna? Take a look at our AIS Vienna 
Alumni Shop at zazzle.com/aisviennaalumnishop. Maybe you 
will find the perfect gift for them and also for yourself! For your 
information: the online shop is partially a fundraiser for the AIS 
Alumni Department. Every sold item brings us a commission 

of 10% which is invested in reunions, anniversaries, apparels 
given out at alumni quizzes, overseas receptions and many 
more events in which the alumni are involved. So, thank you 
all for your past and future purchases.

Be assured that we appreciate all your support and look forward 
to your continued involvement with the AIS family. If you have 
any questions concerning updating your address, tracking 
classmates, upcoming reunions, on-campus events or simply 
promoting the good name of our school, please contact us.

Last but not least, the countdown to our Annual Winter Alumni 
Reunion has started. Please mark December 15, 2015 into your 
calendars. This year’s gathering will take place in the school 
Cafeteria starting from 6 pm onwards. Come and join the fun, 
have some Glühwein and Christmas cookies, reconnect with 
your classmates, reminisce about the past, talk about the future.

Until we meet again,
Servus aus Salmannsdorf,

Zeynep Gürkök-Müllner ´87
Alumni Affairs Manager

My Dear AIS Alumni!

A MESSAGE FROM THE 
ALUMNI AFFAIRS MANAGER

http://www.ais.at/
http://www.zazzle.com/aisviennaalumnishop


7

NURTURE     |     INCLUDE CHALLENGE     |     RESPECT

6

CONTENTS UPCOMING ALUMNI EVENTS
THE ANNUAL WINTER ALUMNI REUNION

Date: December 15, 2015 (Tuesday)
Location: AIS School Cafeteria

Time: 6:00-9:00 PM

Come and join the fun, reconnect with your classmates, reminisce 
about the past, talk about the future. Hope to see you there!

THE CLASS OF 1971 (+SOME) REUNION
Date: June 3-5, 2016

Location: Vienna

Please get in touch with the Alumni Department
(z.guerkoek@ais.at or alumni@ais.at)
if you are interested in more details.

THE CLASS OF 1996 REUNION
Please get in touch with the Alumni Department

(z.guerkoek@ais.at or alumni@ais.at)
if you are interested in more details.

02 Mission
03 Key Facts

04 A Welcome Message From The Director
05 A Message From The Alumni Affairs Manager

07 Upcoming Alumni Events
08 News From AIS

12 Celebrating Our International Community
13 IB Examination Results

14 Scenes To Remember: Look At AIS Then
15 Scenes To Remember: Look At AIS Now

16 Time To Say Goodbye
20 Recent Alumni Events

26 Alumni News
28 GlobeSpotter Mailbag

38 Alumni Websites
38 AIS · Vienna Quiz

38 Alumni Class Representatives
38 Official AIS Networks

38 Share Your Information With Us...
39 Giving To AIS

mailto:z.guerkoek%40ais.at?subject=
mailto:alumni%40ais.at?subject=
mailto:z.guerkoek%40ais.at?subject=
mailto:alumni%40ais.at?subject=


9

NURTURE     |     INCLUDE CHALLENGE     |     RESPECT

8

TEN REASONS TO CHOOSE
AIS · VIENNA

1. ‘The Family’
2. Our Outstanding Faculty
3. Our Diversity
4. Our Approach to Individual Learning
5. Our History of Student Achievement
6. Our Tech-Savvy Campus
7. Our ‘State-Of-The-Art’ Arts Program
8. Our Athletics and After-School Activities
9. Our Campus
10. We’re Green!

THE AIS HEDGE PROJECT:
SAVING ENDANGERED TREES AND SHRUBS

Did you know that as of today, AIS has the largest number of 
Wild Service Trees (Sorbus torminalis) on private grounds in 

the City of Vienna? The annual planting campaign is planned, 
organized and controlled by our recently retired Science 

teacher, Dr. Hermann Prossinger.

TEACHER AND STAFF APPRECIATION DAY

Once a year, the PTF (Parent Teacher Forum) organizes a special day on which the AIS parents cook and bake something 
traditional to be displayed in the Teachers´ Lounge to be enjoyed by all teachers and staff. It is their way of thanking all of the 
people involved with their kids. We in turn thank all the wonderful people, parents and students alike, without whom AIS would 
not be AIS.

AIS VIDEO 
INTRODUCTION

Take a look at 
youtube.com/

aisvienna to see 
our new AIS Video 
Introduction. Thank 
you JT Hilliard for 

putting this together. 
JT is an AIS alumnus 

from the Class of 
2005 as well as 

the Marketing and 
Communication 

Coordinator here at 
AIS.

AIS CHOIRS AT CARNEGIE HALL

The AIS Choirs have been invited back to New York by DCINY 
to perform Mozart’s Requiem in Carnegie Hall along with many 
other outstanding musicians. The AIS Choirs will perform this 
work in Vienna at the Minoritenkirche on January 30 and 31, 
2016 and in New York on February 15, 2016. Congratulations 
to Mrs. Kathy Heedles and the AIS choirs on this wonderful 

achievement and recognition!

The photo depicts special guest Herr Gerald Wirth, 
President and Artistic Director of the Vienna Boys’ Choir 

(Wienersängerknaben), who worked with our High School and 
Faculty Singers in a Master Class in preparation for the Mozart 

Requiem Mass.

ELEMENTARY SCHOOL
RUN 4 CHIMPS

On Earth Day, April 22, 2015, all ES 
students participated in the “Run 4 
Chimps”. Students in Grades 2-5 ran 
on the AIS Sports Field and students 
in Grades PK-1 ran in the Sports Hall. 
The Jane Goodall Institute provided 
information at both sites and some 
activities for the younger students. 
Children got donations from sponsors 
to run the laps and all proceeds went to 
the “Run 4 Chimps” program of the Jane 
Goodall Institute.

NEWS FROM AIS NEWS FROM AIS

MOBILE PHONE 
RECYCLING

Once again this year, Ms. 
Karin Hackl, Assistant 
to the Events Office, 
collected old mobile 
phones. Regardless 

of the condition of the 
phones, they were all sent 

to the Dr. Jane Goodall 
Institute in Vienna for 
fundraising purposes.

DONATE BUTTON
GOES LIVE

In response to inquiries we’ve had 
about how to make a gift to AIS, we 

have added a donate button to the AIS 
website. Visit ais.at/donate and see 
how giving is now easier than ever 

with our new Credit Card or PayPal - 
Multi-currency option.

http://www.youtube.com/aisvienna
http://www.youtube.com/aisvienna
http://www.ais.at/page.cfm?p=417
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HIGH SCHOOL 
SPEECH,

DEBATE, AND 
ACTING TEAM

The Speech, Debate 
and Acting club returned 

victorious from their 
Spring tournament in 

Barcelona. Team members 
Andrew Rhee, Ben 

Dietderich, Sofia Pavlova, 
Seb Steinberger, Abeer 

Alzayeer and Vera Kurnev 
represented AIS in all five 
categories against nine 

other international schools. 
Despite stiff competition, 

AIS team came home with 
two medals: Ben Dietderich 

and Andrew Rhee - 1st 
Place, Debate.  Sophia 
Pavlova - 2nd Place, 
Impromptu Speaking. 

Congratulations to the team 
and coaches, Mrs. Forbes 

and Mrs. Frederick.

THE KNIGHTS 
STUDENT 
NETWORK

KSN is AIS’s online 
student media center, 

providing a medium for 
news, entertainment, live 

sport broadcasts, and club 
blogs to be shared with the 

entire community.

KSN encourages everyone 
to subscribe to KSN 

updates via their Facebook 
page (facebook.com/

ksnvienna) or via Twitter 
(@ksnvienna). You can 
also subscribe to “KSN 

Breaking News Updates” 
via ksnvienna.com.

NEWS FROM AIS NEWS FROM AIS

SUMMER CONSTRUCTION AT AIS

The opening of the school year showcased many facilities 
projects outlined in the December 2013 Master Planning 

report. The largest and most visible summer facilities project-
-the Villa restoration--hailed a commitment to the seriousness 

of our needs as well as our commitment to meeting 
them. New roofing, repairs to windows, and a significant 

replacement of the ‘skin’ of the 1898 building was completed 
on-time and within our maintenance budget, with remarkable 

visual result.

Additionally, a schema for enhancing the appearance of the 
exterior of campus buildings was developed, improving the 
look and ‘fit’ of our school in the Wienerwald neighborhood. 

Interior lighting changes, carpet replacement, heating and 
electrical upgrades demonstrate movement to more efficient 

and healthier spaces for learning.

The Facilities Team accomplished a lot and is looking forward 
to many more exciting improvements in the years to come.

THE INTERNATIONAL 
FOOD FESTIVAL

The IFF took place in the 
Sports Hall at the beginning 

of May of this year. This 
event is known for bringing 

together the various cuisines 
and cultures AIS has to 

offer. Complete with a silent 
auction for the grown-

ups and a basket raffle 
for the young ones, this 

event really embodied the 
multiculturalism of the AIS 

Community.

Director, Steve Razidlo, pictured bottom 
left working the refreshments stand.

HABITAT FOR HUMANITY

HFH organized a “Peace Day Breakfast” in September, which 
turned into a successful community event with many helpful 
hands to serve and deliver treats to start the day and raise 
funds to build shelters for refugees in Lebanon and families 
in need. HFH received a special donation from Auberzine 

Catering owned by a member of AIS alumni.

VIENNA NIGHT 
RUN

With more than 20,000 
participants, the Vienna 

Night Run is one of Central 
Europe’s largest charity 

running events. A fraction 
of each entry fee goes 
to the charity ‘Light for 
the World’, which uses 
the money to carry out 

cataract eye operations in 
Africa. The route was 5km 
on the magnificent imperial 

Ringstrasse around 
Vienna’s city centre. This 
year over 50 AIS Knights 

were amongst the runners. 
Parents, students, faculty 

and staff teamed up to run, 
have fun, and support the 

cause.

SUPPORT FOR THE REFUGEES IN VIENNA 
THROUGH THE UTE BOCK VEREIN

The Ute Bock Verein assists refugees from war and poverty-
stricken countries who have landed in Vienna seeking asylum. 
This volunteer humanitarian organization helps people learn 
the local language and customs, finds them sanctuary and 
regular meals and assists them in overcoming the many 

bureaucratic hurdles that lead to being granted asylum. They 
received numerous national and international awards for the 
unusual level of humanitarian assistance they have provided 

for needy people for the past several years.

The Middle School has a long-standing relationship with the 
Ute Bock Foundation, and the MS Student Council sponsored 

a “Drive For Supplies For The Ute Bock Foundation”, in 
response to the refugee crisis in Vienna. Each MS grade level 
focused on collecting material that was desperately needed 

by the Foundation and delivered the supplies with the help of 
volunteer drivers.

THE AIS SONG

Our beloved AIS Song is 
sung at most concerts in 
the Elementary School. 
It celebrates our diverse 

international community, the 
friendships made at AIS, 

and the happiness students 
feel when they set foot on 

campus.

Visit youtube.com/aisvienna 
to watch a video of ES 

students singing our AIS 
Song.

https://www.facebook.com/ksnvienna
https://www.facebook.com/ksnvienna
https://twitter.com/ksnvienna
http://ksnvienna.com/
http://www.youtube.com/aisvienna
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At AIS we take pride in having such a diverse international community. This diversity is seen in the faces of our students and 
employees, heard among the languages in our halls, and celebrated throughout the year at many school festivals. All in all, 54 
countries were included in the makeup of our 2015-2016 student body:

CELEBRATING OUR

INTERNATIONAL COMMUNITY

BREAKDOWN OF OUR 2014-2015 STUDENT BODY BY NATIONALITY

INTERNATIONAL BACCALAUREATE (IB) EXAMINATION RESULTS
The majority of our High School students follow the International Baccalaureate (IB) Diploma Program, a demanding course of 
study designed to provide students with a diploma that is recognized by many universities throughout the world. Individual subject 
examinations are graded on a scale from 7 to 1 (7 being the highest and 1 the lowest), with a maximum possible cumulative diploma 
score of 45.

Average IB Diploma Grades Awarded

2 0 1 4 - 2 0 1 5  S U M M A R Y  O F  R E S U L T S
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SCENES TO REMEMBER
LOOK AT AIS THEN

SCENES TO REMEMBER
LOOK AT AIS NOW
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As of September 2015, the class of 2015 had been accepted to the following universities. The number following the university 
indicates the number of students accepted. This list does not indicate where students decided to continue their studies. 
Congratulations new AIS alumni!
Australia
Bond University

University of Melbourne

Austria
MODUL University Vienna (2)

The University of Vienna (2)

Webster University (Vienna) (2)

Wirtschaftsuniversität Wien

Belgium
Vesalius College

Canada
University of British Columbia

Carleton University

University of Toronto

Germany
Munich Business School

Italy
Università Bocconi (2)

Israel
IDC Herzliya - RRIS

Netherlands
Amsterdam University College

Eindhoven University of Technology

Qatar
Northwestern University in Qatar

Spain
ESADE

IE University (2)

Switzerland
Ecole Hôtelière de Lausanne

United Kingdom
University of Aberdeen (2)

University of Abertay Dundee

Aberystwyth University

University of Bath (7)

Birkbeck University of London

University of Birmingham (2)

Bournemouth University

University of Brighton

University of Bristol (4)

University of Cambridge

Cardiff University

University of Central Lancashire

City University

University of Dundee

Durham University (4)

University of Edinburgh

University of Exeter (3)

University of Glasgow (2)

Imperial College London (2)

Istituto Marangoni, London

Keele University

King’s College London (6)

Lancaster University (2)

University of Leeds (4)

London Metropolitan University (2)

London School of Economics (2)

University College London (2)

Loughborough University (2)

University of Manchester (2)

Newcastle University

Nottingham Trent University

University of Nottingham (2)

Oxford Brookes University (2)

Queen Mary, University of London (2)

University of Reading (2)

Regent’s University London (2)

The Robert Gordon University

Royal Holloway, University of London (2)

University of Sheffield

University of Southampton (2)

University of St. Andrews

University of Stirling

University of Surrey

University of Sussex (2)

UCA Rochester

University of Kent

University of Oxford

University of Warwick (5)

University of York

United States
Ball State University

Bard College

Bennington College

Binghamton University

Boise State University

Boston University

Brigham Young University

Bryn Mawr College

California Lutheran University

University of California, Berkeley

University of California, Davis

University of California, Irvine

University of California, San Diego

University of California, Santa Barbara (2)

University of California, Santa Cruz

Chapman University

College of Charleston

University of Chicago

University of Cincinnati

Clark University

Colby College (2)

Columbia College Chicago (2)

Connecticut College

Cornell University

DePaul University

Drexel University

Duke University

Emory University

Emory University - Oxford College

Florida International University

Florida Southern College

Florida State University

University of Florida

Fordham University

George Mason University

The George Washington University (3)

Georgetown University

Georgetown University SFS

Goucher College

Haverford College

Hofstra University

Johns Hopkins University

Manhattan College

Mars Hill University

University of Maryland, College Park

Marywood University

Miami University, Oxford

University of Miami (2)

University of Michigan

The University of Montana, Missoula

Mount Holyoke College

New York Film Academy

New York University (2)

New York University (Stern)

The University of North Carolina at Chapel 

Hill

North Dakota State University

Northeastern University (5)

Pace University, New York City

Palm Beach Atlantic University

Pennsylvania State University - All 

Campuses (2)

Pepperdine University

Providence College

University of Rhode Island

University of Richmond

Robert Morris University

Saint Anselm College

Saint Mary’s College of California (2)

Saint Michael’s College

Salisbury University

University of San Diego (2)

University of San Francisco

Santa Clara University (2)

University of Sioux Falls

Skidmore College

Smith College

Stanford University

Suffolk University

SUNY College of Environmental Science 

and Forestry

SUNY College at Geneseo

SUNY Maritime College

Syracuse University (2)

The University of Tampa

Temple University

The University of Texas, Austin

Union University

University at Buffalo The State University 

of New York

University of Vermont (2)

Virginia Commonwealth University

University of Virginia (2)

Washington State University

University of West Florida

College of William and Mary (2)

University of Wisconsin, Madison

Yale University

TIME TO SAY GOODBYE
HIGHER EDUCATION PLACEMENTS

TIME TO SAY GOODBYE
GRADUATING CLASS 2015

People are at the 
center of our work, 

and AIS said goodbye 
to a great number of 
faculty and staff who 
had huge impacts on 
our program. In June 

2015, we said farewell 
to two beloved long-term 

faculty members: After 
39 years of service, Jim 

Vanderberg retired. Chris 
Schwarz, who like Mr. 

Vanderberg presided over 
an era which moved from 
ditto machines to copiers 

and limited phone lines to 
wireless 24/7 access to 

data, also retired after 24 
years.  

We wish them the very 
best in their future 

endeavors and they will 
always be part of the AIS 

Community.

TIME TO SAY GOODBYE
RETIRING FACULTY AND STAFF
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TIME TO SAY GOODBYE
SAD FAREWELLS

TIME TO SAY GOODBYE
SAD FAREWELLS

VERONIKA KRIWANEK,
former ESL and Typing 
Teacher passed away 
on June 5, 2015. Ms. 

Kriwanek taught at AIS 
over three decades (60s, 
70s, and 80s). She was a 
lovely, patient, sweet and 

helpful person and teacher. 
Our thoughts go out to her 
family and friends. R.I.P. 
Ms. Kriwanek, you will be 

dearly missed.

AMELIA HERRÁN,
former French 

Teacher, passed 
away after a long 
fight with cancer. 
She was a smart 

lady with lots of 
patience, wit and a 
strong love for her 

students. Rest in 
peace Ms. Herrán. 

You and your vibrant 
smile will be dearly 

missed.

SYLVIA BASCH,
former Elementary School 
Counselor, passed away 
in March 2015. She was 

a long-time AIS employee 
from 1993 up until 2006 

and such a lovely, helpful, 
sweet and smart person. 

Ms. Basch, the Knights will 
miss you dearly. May your 

soul rest in peace!

JACK BULLARD,
former Guidance Director 
– Counselor passed away 
on March 12, 2015 at the 
age of 85. Mr. Bullard was 
at AIS from 1966 to 1971. 
R.I.P. Mr. Bullard. The AIS 
· Vienna family will dearly 

miss you.

THOMAS “TOM” STEMBERG, 
class of ´67, passed away on October 23, 
2015. Tom was the co-founder of Staples and 
a dedicated AIS alumnus. When you go around 
campus, you might come across his name 
engraved in a golden plaque hanging over a 
classroom: he gave the biggest private donation 
ever to AIS · Vienna, allowing the school to build a 
whole new science wing. Thank you Tom, you will 
be dearly missed! May your soul rest in peace.

TIMOTHY BUTLER,
class of ‘68, passed away 
of natural causes on April 

7, 2015. Tim received 
the Distinguished Flying 
Cross for his service as 
a United States Marine 
Corps helicopter pilot 

evacuating the US 
Embassy in Hanoi at the 
end of the Vietnam War. 

Our thoughts and prayers 
are with his family, 

relatives and friends. Rest 
in peace Tim, you were a 
proud Knight and AIS was 
honored to have you as 
one of its distinguished 

members.

HASSAN MOUNIR KABBANI,
class of ´81, passed away in May 2015. The AIS Knights 
have lost a warrior but heaven has gained another angel. 
May your soul rest in peace dear friend. Our condolences 
go out to the whole Kabbani family, as well as friends and 

colleagues. Servus Hassan!

The following was put together by Fouad Kabbani, Danny 
Bridi, Sean O’Hara and Edward Gillcrist to help memorialize 

Hassan:

From the day Hassan arrived at AIS in the 8th grade, through 
graduating in the spring of 1981 and right up until the day he 
left us this past spring, AIS was woven into the very fabric of 
who he was.  He continuously tracked the “goings on” of the 
school and his old friends and was always excited to hear 
of the adventures of anyone that was a former Knight, and 

delighted in their successes. Although Hassan left us far too 
early, he left behind a legacy of unparalleled success as a 
loving and dedicated father and husband…he adored his 

family, as a loyal son and brother, and above all a generous 
and charitable friend and human being. Whenever we think 

of you, we can’t help but remember that contagious, beaming 
smile…you are sorely missed, brother!

Peace.

JAKOB HAGER,
class of ´12, passed away 
in February 2015. He left 
us way too early, but his 

soul and spirit will be with 
us forever. R.I.P. Jakob, 

our thoughts and prayers 
are with your family and 

friends.

Once a 
Knight, 
always a 
Knight.
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RECENT ALUMNI EVENTS
WINTER REUNION, DECEMBER 2014, VIENNA

RECENT ALUMNI EVENTS
CLASS OF 2005 REUNION, JUNE 2015, VIENNA
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RECENT ALUMNI EVENTS
CLASS OF 1995 REUNION, JUNE 2015, VIENNA

RECENT ALUMNI EVENTS
CLASS OF 1990 REUNION, AUGUST 2015, VIENNA
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ALL CLASSES FROM 1978 
TO 1982 WERE INVITED

RECENT ALUMNI EVENTS
CLASS OF 1980 REUNION, AUGUST 2015. WASHINGTON DC

RECENT ALUMNI EVENTS
CLASS OF 1980 REUNION, AUGUST 2015. WASHINGTON DC



27

NURTURE     |     INCLUDE CHALLENGE     |     RESPECT

26

KRISTINA 
SHNAYDERMAN,

class of ´07, was in town to 
promote her movie Chagall 
Malevich in which she plays 

the leading role.

The movie was shown in the 
Burg Kino here in Vienna.

SHABNAM REZAEI,
class of ´91, was on Fox 

Business’s Elevator 
Pitch program recently 

(video.foxbusiness.com). 
Oznoz is like Netflix for 
kids with shows in over 

10 languages. If you have 
any friends or family who 
are multilingual, Oznoz is 
a great resource and they 
can subscribe today with a 
1-month free trial and $20 
credit in the Oznoz Shop. 

Visit oznoz.com.

ALUMNI NEWS

ALUMNI IN THE SPOTLIGHT
As you follow the news on TV, 

newspapers , and mainly online, you 
come across many young people who 

are volunteering day and night to make 
the lives off all refugees going through 

Hungary and Austria, with ultimate goal 
being Germany, a bit better, a bit bearable, 

and a bit livable. I am honored and proud 
to mention that a couple of these young 

people are AIS alumni. For example, Ms. 
Tanja Manner, Class of ´98, located at the 

Keleti Railstation in Budapest for many 
days, has been busy purchasing and 

distributing food, drinks, clothing, and toys 
to the refugees, as well as taking care of 

and entertaining the little ones with games, 
face painting, storytelling, and just hugging 

them tight when they need it. Tanja was 
also interviewed by the BBC because of 

her efforts (youtu.be/zJIOMigKngs).

GARETH DAVIES,
class of ´96, recently played the leading role in The Merchant 
of Venice. The TNT Theatre Britain presented this wonderful 

piece (in English language) this past June at the Palais 
Lichtenstein in Austria. Gareth, who attended AIS from 1993 

until his graduation in 1996, played the role of Shylock. Watch 
the trailer on YouTube at youtu.be/bpro25JImgo.

ALUMNI NEWS

ALUMNI PROJECT
Always wanted to own a 

Lettermen jacket, but missed 
the opportunity back in 

the days? Well, Ms. Mimi 
Brownstone ´06 is bringing 
back the Knights spirit. To 
take a look at her project 
and to order one, please 

get in touch with the Alumni 
Department (alumni@ais.

at), so we can send you the 
forms. Hurry, the deadline is 

December 31, 2015.
Go Knights!

FERDINAND 
SARNITZ, 

class of ´07, Left Boy 
performed during the 
opening show of the 

2015 Eurovision Song 
Contest which took place 
in the Stadthalle, Vienna. 

And guess what?! The 
playback choir heard in the 
background was our very 
own AIS students (Middle 

Schoolers). Now, how 
cool is that?! The Song 

Contest is broadcast in 50 
countries and watched by 
over 200 million people.

ARIK BRAUER,
father of alumnae Ruth 

Brauer-Kvam, class of ´90), 
has been honored with a 

lifetime achievement award. 
The universal artist, born 
in Vienna in 1929, is not 

only a fantastic painter, but 
writes song lyrics for Austrian 

artists and also produces 
his own music. He received 
the prize during the famous 

Amadeus Gala in the Wiener 
Volkstheater. Coincidentally, 
it was presented to him by 

Ms. Danielle Spera, a current 
AIS parent and director of the 

Jewish museum.

KEN AND PATRICK REITERMAYER,
class of ´00 and ´02, opened up a restaurant that offers 

delicious tapas and fantastic drinks. So whenever you are in 
Vienna’s 7th district, don´t forget to drop by “Der Fuchs und die 

Trauben” and say hi to Ken and Pat.

www.derfuchsunddietrauben.com

MICHAEL COLAIANNI, 
class of ´08, joined the NBC2 
News team in September 2014. 
Prior to that he was a reporter 
and nightside anchor for KYMA 
NBC News 11 in Yuma, Arizona. 
During his time there, Michael 
developed a close relationship 
with the US military while 
reporting on events and projects 
at the Army’s largest test facility, 
Yuma Proving Ground. He also 
flew with Marines for training 
missions and had the unique 
opportunity to witness and be 
a part of tests of cutting-edge 
military equipment. Michael 
developed close relationships 
with some politicians during 
his time in Arizona, including 
Senator John McCain.

http://video.foxbusiness.com/v/4124518851001/elevator-pitch-oznoz-the-netflix-for-bilingual-kids-/?#sp=show-clips
https://oznoz.com/
https://youtu.be/zJIOMigKngs
http://youtu.be/bpro25JImgo
mailto:alumni%40ais.at?subject=
mailto:alumni%40ais.at?subject=
http://www.derfuchsunddietrauben.com/


Since my AIS times I have not really 
grown up. The result: I became a writer 
for children books. 23 books have been 
issued since then and I travel from school 
to school telling stories about children who 
gain courage for what they want to achieve. 
And because my imagination wanted to 
express itself in colours, I learned to be an 
illustrator and graphic designer as well.

Most important: I have two children, Harry 
and Nina, (they are wonderful grown-
ups). My husband, Dr. Zwi Stein, is an 
ophthalmologist and some parents and 
children of the AIS have already been 
his patients.  We all live in Vienna and 
unfortunately most of my friends, from 
the times at AIS, like Monica Niederhofer, 
moved to other countries. 

You know what? When I think of my two 
years at the American International School, 
I have a big smile on my face…and say 
thank you to the wonderful teachers and to 
my parents who thought this would be the 
best school for me. 
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MARGIE ARMS ´64
After AIS, I attended Beirut College 
for Women, in Lebanon for one 
year. The family moved back to the 
states in 1965, Dad found work in 
St. Paul, Minnesota and I attended 
the University there. Married, had 4 
sons, moved to a small town in the 
middle of the state.  Divorced in 1995 
and moved to St Cloud, MN. Did both 
healthcare and community social 
work as a career. Finished my career 
doing hospice social work. Retired 
last year and I am loving being able to 
spend all my time and energy on the 
things I choose, traveling and visiting 
family and friends. I have 4 teenage 
grand- and step-grandchildren, who 
all live a distance away, and 5 year 
old twin granddaughters and an 18 
month old grandson who are a little 
over an hour away. I was able to 
attend the Moab, Utah reunion with 8 
other amazing women. I am content 
and happily looking forward to many 
more adventures. 

In October 2014 several 
members of the classes 
of 1963, 1964, and 1965 
got together in Moab, 
Utah.  Many of us hadn’t 
seen each other since 
1964...or earlier. From left to 
right (using maiden names) 
are MaryAnn Ward, Margie 
Arms, Nona Nielson, Carla 
Yaffe, Merilee Olson, 

Sherry O´Donnell, Sylvia 
Kreps (standing), Sharon 
Scerback, and Pat Sullivan. 
 
On the Colorado in 
Canyonlands on our 
October 2014 trip to 
Moab.  From left to right 
(using maiden names):  Pat 
Sullivan, Merilee Olson, 
Nona Nielsen, Carla Yaffe, 

Margie Arms (peeking from 
behind), Sherry O’Donnell, 
Sharon Scerback, MaryAnn 
Ward, Sylvia Kreps.

We had so much fun that 
plans are being made for 
another get together in the 
fall of 2016. 

SHERRY (O’DONNELL) BURNS ´64

EVELYNE (FISCHER) STEIN ´65

WARREN BRICKELL ´67
Here is a good old Wien reunion 
photo of Adam Lisowski, Jan Homan, 
Tom Stemberg, Nebojsa Nakicenovic 
and Warren.

Warren also met up with his former 
English teacher Karin (Woodruff) 
Jackson, her husband Bob as well 
as Jan Homan ´67 for lunch at 
Plachutta’s. Mahlzeit!

Her two youngest children, Ben and 
Hope, became US Marine Corps 
2nd lieutenants in May 2015.

After 39 happy years, I 
feel it is time for a move. 
I have loved living in 
Aberdeenshire and have 
wonderful memories. My 
three children – Tom, 
Jamie and Tess – have 
prospered growing up in 
such a wonderful part of the 
world. I have lived in two 
fabulous houses, both the 
subject of major and loving 
restorations. I was also 
lucky enough to have been 
married to two exceptionally 
gifted, beautiful and nice 
women: Ann and Bev.

My many years as Chairman 
and Founder of Ramco 
were extremely exciting, 
notwithstanding the many 
ups and downs that come 
with the Oil and Gas space. 
Fortunately, more ups than 
downs. Dull, it never was. 
I am now moving to the 
Cotswolds where I hope the 
weather is better and to be 
closer to London, where I 
often have to be. Fighting 
airports, security, crowds, 
and delays has become 
increasingly tedious.

Having left SeaEnergy plc 
(formerly Ramco Energy 
plc) 2 years ago, I will 
continue to pursue my 
private business activities 
under the banner Ramco 
Energy Ventures Limited. 
These include Offshore 
Wind through SeaWind 
Resources and Offshore 
Oil and Gas in Montenegro 
through GasMonte Limited 
– both Ramco subsidiaries 
with outstanding teams.

I look forward to the next 39 
years!

JOAN (WIENER) JONES ´68

I went to high school in Columbus, 
Georgia and got my BA in English (and 
an Army commission) at The Citadel, 
South Carolina’s military academy in 
Charleston. After four years on active duty 
as a lieutenant (three of them in Germany) 
I got my masters degree in psychology at 
the U. of W. Georgia. I’m now retired after 
30+ years as a private sector psychologist, 
working at community mental health 
centers, juvenile and adult prisons, and at 
hospitals. My wife and I served in Jamaica 
in the Peace Corps 1991-93, and I served 
as a Red Cross Disaster Mental Health 
Volunteer at Ground Zero in Manhattan 
after the attacks on the twin towers.

I’m married, no kids. I’m still in touch 
with Dwight Porter, Carla Curtis, David 
Formanek and “Bootsie Kendrick.” I’ve 
written two books, one about my years 
in Jamaica (Two Years in Kingston Town: 
A Peace Corps Memoir) and, published 
this year by iUniverse, Ad Nauseam: How 
Advertising and Public Relations Changed 
Everything. The latter book garnered a 
positive review in Kirkus Review: www.
kirkusreviews.com/book-reviews/jeff-
koob/ad-nauseam/.

Servus!

STEPHEN “STEVE” REMP ´65

JEFFREY KOOB ´66

Servus!

“You know 
what? When 

I think of my 
two years at 

the American 
International 
School, I have 
a big smile on 

my face…”

https://www.kirkusreviews.com/book-reviews/jeff-koob/ad-nauseam/
https://www.kirkusreviews.com/book-reviews/jeff-koob/ad-nauseam/
https://www.kirkusreviews.com/book-reviews/jeff-koob/ad-nauseam/
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KAY GOLDSTEIN 

CHURGEL ´68
I am retiring in April 2016 from 35 
years of being a California Licensed 
Marriage and Family Therapist, in 
private practice in San Francisco, 
California. I also worked during my 
career for six years in the field of 
pregnancy and diabetes (3 years 
as the California State Behavioral 
Medicine Specialist for Regions 1 
and 3 for CDAPP, the California 
Diabetes and Pregnancy Program).

I keep in touch with Peggy Dyson-
Cobb (in Virginia), Janet Peyton 
(English teacher who lives in 
Scotland), Warren Brickell (of course, 
still in Vienna) and Niel Lawrence 
whom I visit nearly every summer.  

The picture below is Niel and I after 
a group hike with our partners in 
Olympia, Washington.

Dear Fellows of AIS. I 
made a Facebook page for 
us: AIS Vienna in the ‘60s. 
Please send me a message 
to join.

My wife Susan Medyn 
and I live along the shore 
in eastern Rhode Island. 
Our children are kind of 
grown now. Alex graduated 
Bennington College this 
spring. He has started 
working for Pan Am, which 
is now a freight railroad in 
New England! His big sister 
Anthea commutes from 

Boston to Washington, DC 
for her job in educational 
standards.

Susan has taken up 
the artist mantle in our 
relationship, and you can 
see her strange pictures 
at SusanMedyn.com. We 
were recently in Vienna on 
our way to the International 
Naive Artists Festival in 
Poland where she was 
showing.

I have written an epic 
blank verse memoir about 

my four years in Vienna 
and Europe that I hope to 
publish someday. I read 
one episode monthly at a 
Boston area poetry reading. 

In spite of the adventures 
we had in the later 60s in 
New York City, my sisters 
Ellen and Miriam and I 
often wish we had never 
left Vienna.

Best wishes to all. I long to 
hear from you again.

I had a visit in Santa Barbara from 
Filipe Jolly Luque and his lovely 
companion Alisa Kaufman, both 
musicians in Buenos Aires. I am 
spending most of my time on artistic 
ventures with a new book coming out 
later in the year and my music (www.
apokaful.com).

DAVID J. FORMANEK ´69

JEFFREY “JEFF”
OSHINS ´69
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Michael lives in Dallas, Texas, with 
his lovely wife and their wonderful 
seven-year-old daughter. As a 
Director at the University of Texas at 
Arlington, he is a leader in the field of 
Digital Teaching and Learning.

We are in our 15th year 
in London. London has 
the benefit of being both 
a terrific place to live and 
a cross-road in close 
proximity to so many other 
wonderful places to visit.  
We take full advantage 
of both. In 2001, I started 
the London office of the 
New York-headquartered 
international law firm (Paul, 
Weiss), with which I have 
been associated since 
1982, and head our global 
capital markets practice.  
Our 13 year-old son is now 

at one of the four American 
schools in London, 
following his early years in 
the English school system.  
My wife Susan remains 
heavily involved in the NGO 
world – she is on the UK 
board of the International 
Rescue Committee 
(focused on refugees), 
and also works with Yunus 
Social Business, the Global 
Fund for Human Rights, 
The Carter Center and The 
Philanthropy Institute. We 
are also active in efforts in 
support of the Democratic 

National Committee (I am 
a member of the National 
Finance Committee of 
the DNC), the Hillary for 
America campaign, various 
Democratic members of 
Congress and Gabrielle 
Giffords’ Americans for 
Responsible Solutions. We 
are particularly focused in 
ensuring Americans abroad 
are registered to vote 
and can access support 
networks if they are so 
inclined.

MICHAEL SCHMID ´76

Leslie´s latest book, “Brief an meine 
Schwester” is out. In it she tells about 
her sister Marion´s sad story and 
talks about herself as well as their 
touching relationship to one another. 
Highly recommended! Check it out 
on Amazon.

MARK BERGMAN ´74

INGRID TOTH ´77

She met up with 
Charles Weber, Class 
of 1973, and his family 
in Portland, Oregon 
over the winter break. 
Esther often sees Paul 
Noronha, Class of 
1979, in San Francisco 
and recently met up 
with Cecilia Barbosa, 
Class of 1973. She also 
participated in the San 
Francisco LGBTQ Pride 
Parade dressed as one 
of the U.S. Supreme 
Court justices who 
voted “yes” on same-
sex marriage.

The two photos show 
Esther with Cecelia 
and Esther dressed as 
Elena Kagan, Supreme 
Court Judge, on the far 
right.

ESTHER ROTHBLUM ´72

Two reunions with 
Laura Venner and Larry 
O´Connor....after 46 years...
AIS lives on!

Michelle with Laura (left) 
and Michelle with Larry 
(right).

MICHELE VAN GRONDELLE ´73 LESLIE MALTON ´76

I attended AIS in the early 
70s for 6th and 7th grade 
in the “Villa”.  Afterwards, I 
transferred to the English 
School. Early 1978, I lived in 
Paris for a few months until 
our family decided to move 
to Hawaii where I have been 
ever since. I teach middle 
school social studies in a low 
SES area. It’s challenging, 
but I do love it!

http://susanmedyn.com/
http://apokaful.com/
http://apokaful.com/
http://www.amazon.de/Brief-meine-Schwester-Leslie-Malton/dp/3351036205
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Steve Polansky ´81, Julie (Norbury) 
Webber ´82, and Mark

Here is Jane´s recent 
postcard from Australia:

I had the genuine privilege 
this weekend to be reunited 
with my classmates from 
AIS · Vienna Class of ‘80, 
together with the classes 
of ‘78, ‘79, ‘81 and ‘82 and 
assorted partners, plus 
Mrs. Fellner, the brave Mom 
whose daughter Sandy so 
sadly fell. I say privilege 
advisedly, because what 
struck me in a way I’d 
honestly never realized 
before was that we were an 
unusual gathering – a slice 
of the international student 
population, a self-selected 
group who’d come together 
at the Hilton in Washington, 
DC from all over the world to 
be together for two nights. 
Was it because we wanted 
to show off our bronzed 
bodies and designer hair, 
affirm our achievements, 
and rekindle high school 
romances? Was this a 
semi-social networking 
opportunity where deals 
were made over late night 
drinks? What exactly drew 
us here to this one brief 
space time point from 

across the globe and what 
were we trying to get out 
of it? And as the hours 
passed, it began to dawn 
on me. We came because 
we cared. We bonded in a 
way that I can only describe 
as deep and meaningful, 
we formed attachments 
that survived the test of 
time and distance; we were 
exposed to an educational 
environment that taught 
us to think big, think deep, 
and think wide. Cultures, 
cities, languages, ways of 
thinking – civilizations were 
our bread and butter, and 
our playground knew no 
borders. We were guided 
by extraordinary teachers 
who shaped our sense of 
self, who challenged us to 
excel, who believed in our 
potential, who saw beyond 
our failings. We were 
launched into the world as 
fresh-faced teens believing 
we held the keys to unlock 
the future unknown. And 
when a generation later 
we shared a beer - those 
promises fulfilled, those 
callings answered, those 
battles fought and often 
won, what struck me was 

how utterly ordinary and 
remarkable we truly were. 
We lived and breathed the 
International dream, and 
from it went on to become 
great: thinkers, doers, 
teachers, and players on 
the stage of life. In our 
fifties we were still burning 
bright, still serving, striving, 
seeking ways to change 
the world for the better and 
contribute, give back, share 
those lessons learned, 
mend those rifts, heal 
those wounds, optimists 
at heart. We laughed, 
we cried, we danced, we 
celebrated life. We are the 
Internationals, and with 
that come the rights and 
responsibilities of ensuring 
certain fundamental 
values are taken seriously 
and delivered on. Plus 
we are Family. I hereby 
bear witness. I was in the 
presence of greatness this 
weekend and it is the stuff 
of human dreams. It was a 
privilege in every sense of 
the word, and I am humbled 
to be part of it. Hats off to 
us all.

I would like to share my latest book: 
Horror Story Asia - Battling an Asian 
Giant. Now available on Amazon.

JANE C. GOFFMAN ´80CEMSID “JIM”
KAYALAR ´80
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After 17+ years of living in 
New York City, I’ve moved 
to Southern California 
to join the faculty of the 
University of California, 
Irvine. I’m teaching in a 
new and innovative PhD 
program, “Integrated 
Composition, Improvisation 
and Technology”. It’s been 
great so far!

Before my departure from 
NYC, my 50th birthday 
(time flies!) was celebrated 
with two festivals of my 
music. The first, a week 
at the performance space 
The Stone, featured my 
drummer/improviser side, 
and the 2nd, around my 
actual birthday in mid-June, 

consisted of my classical 
compositions, with many 
world premieres. That one 
took place at the Austrian 
Cultural Forum NY and at 
Roulette in Brooklyn. I was 
especially happy that a few 
old AIS friends made it there: 
Cathy Brown (who was my 
classmate for K and a few 
years of elementary school) 
came from Canada, Ruth 
& Woody Gove (parents of 
my 3rd-5th grade classmate 
Alan Gove) came from 
Tennessee, and Karey 
Fowler (music teacher at 
AIS in the early 1970s) 
from Florida! All just for 
my festival! And Shifra and 
Jerry Rosen were at my 
festival at The Stone, and 

Bob Fumo showed up at 
one of the concerts, too.

On another note, after 
many years with a green 
card, I became a US 
citizen last Xmas, but was 
fortunately able to keep my 
Austrian one, too. I come to 
Vienna often and continue 
spending extensive periods 
in South Africa as well. I’m 
always happy to hear from 
any AIS-ers, especially from 
the extremely dispersed 
class of ‘83. I’ll also be in 
Warsaw for a residency for 
most of November if any of 
you are there...

My email is
q@lukasligeti.com.

LUKAS LIGETI ´83

Barbara (Reich) Harraz, Lill (van Duyne) 
Gajski, Zeynep and Parsoua (Abedi) 
Tomandl – Class of ´87.

ZEYNEP GÜRKÖK-MÜLLNER ´87

MARK FETZNER ´81

Erika lives in NYC with her husband, 
two children, and a puppy. She 
is a professor of Communication 
Sciences and Disorders at Teachers 
College, Columbia University. She 
examines cross-linguistic speech 
perception and speech treatment for 
children with cerebral palsy. Erika 
still feels at home in and nostalgic 
for Wien and would love to hear from 
former classmates via Facebook. 
She is also eager to reconnect with 
Sherri Huff in case anyone knows 
her whereabouts.

ERIKA LEVY ´82

Kiko with her husband, Prince 
Akishino of Japan, and her 3 children.

PRINCESS KIKO 
(KAWASHIMA) ´84

KC Yeh ´86, YF Juan ´88, Won Chul 
Chang ´87 and Shu-Hui

SHU-HUI HUANG ´85

Photo shows me and my two 
daughters Lilly and Tara. I live in Los 
Angeles.

CAMERON MAADI ´86

Farin (Sadr) Scheurer ´87, Mr. Dave 
Straffon (MS Principal) and Barbara.

BARBARA (REICH) 
HARRAZ ´87

On 1 August 2014 my 
family and I moved back 
to Vienna after an 18 
year stint away from my 
hometown.

Although I have the 
fondest memories from 
AIS we decided to enroll 

our children in Vienna 
Bilingual Schools in Wien.

I started working at a 
public school teaching 
physical education. I love 
it. Thank you Brigitta and 
Hans for introducing me 
to the best profession.

DANIELA (DOLEZAL) FRATER ´87

Villa Crew dressed up for Halloween.Since Dunkin Donuts arrived in Vienna, 
this is how AIS staff celebrate birthdays.

Arabelle Kramler ´95, Ms. A. Gürkök and 
Zeynep.

http://www.amazon.com/Horror-Story-Asia-Battling-Asian-ebook/dp/B00UBET3NU/ref=sr_1_1?ie=UTF8&qid=1449650122&sr=8-1&keywords=Horror+Story+Asia+-+Battling+an+Asian+Giant
http://www.amazon.com/Horror-Story-Asia-Battling-Asian-ebook/dp/B00UBET3NU/ref=sr_1_1?ie=UTF8&qid=1449650122&sr=8-1&keywords=Horror+Story+Asia+-+Battling+an+Asian+Giant
mailto:q%40lukasligeti.com?subject=
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The class of 1995 gathered 
for our 20th reunion in 
late June and spent a 
fantastic 3 days together 
in beloved Wien, which still 
felt very much like home 
to many of us, despite the 
decades away. We had a 
50% turnout, which was 
great, and people flew in 

everywhere from Barcelona 
to Boulder, Colorado; Tel 
Aviv to Toronto; New York 
to Stockholm, Istanbul, 
Amsterdam, the United 
Arab Emirates, and more. 
The Koch family hosted 
us for a fantastic cocktail 
party at their apartment -- a 
fitting location, as it’s where 

our graduation party took 
place in 1995! And yes, 
we had a quarry, complete 
with a guitar singalong by 
Uri Schneider. Great fun 
was had, and we’re already 
looking forward to our next 
reunion in 2020.

So I opened my second urgent care 
in the French quarter of New Orleans 
(in case anybody is visiting), and on 
12 May 2014 I gave birth to twins 
Max (boy) and Lina (girl).

Marko Nikolic (‘96) moved to New 
Orleans officially, and is trying to get 
into a residency program.

MACKENZIE DAWSON ´95

AJSA NIKOLIC ´91

Other than living in Klagenfurt, 
Carinthia with my two girls (Shirin, 
nearly 12 and Alisha 8), and working 
as a general nurse at a private 
hospital, one of the highlights this 
year was: I met up with a person 
that has inspired me during school 
days and every day of my life till 
now...Ms. P!

Maha and Ms. Pillarella pictured 
below.

MAHA HUSSAIN ´91

Check out her blog Operationtubetop.
blogspot.co.at and get your daily dose 
of humor, clever tips and insights 
about life as an expat in Vienna! 
Tova is also the founder of “Autism 
in Vienna”, a non-profit organization, 
with a mission to raise awareness 
about autism in Austria.

TOVA MARR-SPATZ ´99

We had a nice little AIS reunion here in 
Shanghai just recently. Suzanne Byerly 
and I (both class of 1998, and good friends 
since she arrived in 4th grade until when 
I left after 9th grade) are both working in 

Shanghai now. Her sister (Sarah Byerly 
Deans ‘97) and father, as well as my sister 
(Urska Manners ‘96) and mother were both 
visiting so we all went out for Peking duck 
together.

TANJA MANNERS ´98
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JENNIFER FOERSTER ´97

I got into journalism early on in 
my career. I was 18 when I got my 
first chance to do interviews with 
celebrity singers and other important 
people. Having English as one of 
my first languages was always a big 
help. Even though I always worked 
very hard to become a television 
personality here in Vienna, my two 
sons were always just as important 
as being successful. They are my 
greatest achievements. Thanks 
to Facebook I keep up with a lot of 
AIS people. Sometimes it’s only 
commenting on pictures or “liking” 
stuff they do, it’s better than nothing 
though.

KATHARINA “KATHI” 
STEININGER ´99

Jennifer, who attended 
AIS from 6th through 9th 
grades, just completed a 
rather triumphant return to 
the school as one of two 
visiting poets who worked 
with our high school 
students from October 12th 
through the 16th. Jennifer, 
who reluctantly left AIS in 
1994, claims that it was 
her 9th grade English class 
that sparked her interest 
in poetry, a passion she 

pursued through college 
and graduate school, 
culminating recently in her 
first collection of poems, 
Leaving Tulsa (The 
University of Arizona Press, 
2013).

Jennifer received rave 
reviews from faculty and 
students alike and perhaps 
inspired a few more future 
artists. A link to her website 
is posted below if you want 

to read more about her 
or perhaps purchase her 
book. Leaving Tulsa is also 
available on Amazon.

www.jenniferfoerster.com

Special thanks go to 
the High School English 
Department and to the 
office of High School 
Principal for making this 
visit possible.

If you happen to pass by Billrothstrasse 
(19th Viennese district), please drop 
by Mauricio´s new place “Juicepoint”. 
He offers smoothies, juices, shakes, 
crepes, fudge brownie and breakfast 
in a cup. All made from organic 
products. They are delicious!

Visit juicepoint.at for more.

MAURICIO VELTZÉ ´92

http://operationtubetop.blogspot.co.at/
http://operationtubetop.blogspot.co.at/
http://www.jenniferfoerster.com/
http://juicepoint.at/
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GLOBESPOTTER MAILBAG

For the last four years, I have 
studied as an undergraduate 
at Emmanuel College in 
Boston. As chemistry major, I 
worked in one of the research 
laboratories focusing on the 
project “Analysis of trace 
metals in tattoo inks using 
Agilent ICP MP-AES”. In 
March of 2015, our research 
group joined the American 
Chemical Society in Denver 
Colorado where we presented 
our research.

On May 9th of this year, I 
graduated with Bachelors in 
Chemistry from Emmanuel 
College. I remained at 
Emmanuel for the majority 
of the summer designing 
physical chemistry 
experiments prior to beginning 
graduate school. I have since 
then moved to Philadelphia 
where I will begin a Masters 
program in Organic Chemistry 
at Villanova University.

SALEH AL-KHALIFA ´11
Mischa (second from left) at a 
“Graphic Facilitation Workshop” in 
Vienna co-organized by him.

MISCHA ALTMANN ´01

JT and his brother Alex were in the 
newspaper with their baseball team, 
the Vienna Metrostars, for winning 
the European Cup in Athens. This 
was the first time an Austrian club 
team has won in almost 20 years.

JT HILLIARD ´05

Lise is still in beautiful San Francisco, 
enjoys continuing education and an active 
lifestyle. She has spent the past two years 
working with youth and outdoor educators, 
leading kayaking trips in the bay, and 
completing various trainings related to 
outdoor skills and backpacking, marketing 

and water fitness. She has also been 
involved in some community fundraising 
projects for youth and works for the YMCA 
and Bay Area Wilderness Training. She 
has also been in touch with fellow Alum, 
Max Hersey, who is also in San Francisco.

LISE HISAKAWA ‘08
Former Director of College 
Guidance from 2004-2008, 
I am now the Director of 
University Guidance at Beijing 
City International School. 
Looking forward to this 
amazing adventure!

SUZANNE JEFFREY
FORMER HS COUNSELOR

GLOBESPOTTER MAILBAG
BARBARA AND WARREN ADAMS

Friends brought together by 
adventurous spirits and love of story 
and travel, rendezvous once again 
in Abernethy, Scotland. Janet Paton 
(former HS Teacher) and Sunny 
Murdock Sonker who met fifty, or so, 
years ago as teachers at AIS Vienna, 
continue their friendship. Time 
disappears for a special reunion.

Photo depicts Janet and Sunny in 
September 2015.

SUNNY MURDOCK SONKER
FORMER ELEMENTARY 

SCHOOL TEACHER

A photo of Barbara (former ES Principal) and Warren (former HS Teacher) visiting AIS 
this past year. Left to right: Mr. Pat, Mrs. Adams, Mr. Marinucci and Mr. Adams.

Karin met up with two of her former students for lunch when she came back to Vienna for 
a visit. Left to right: Jan Homan ´67, Karin, and Warren Brickell ´67.

KARIN (WOODRUFF) JACKSON
FORMER ENGLISH TEACHER

Nathan with his dad, Mr. Dave 
Straffon (Middle School Principal).

NATHAN STRAFFON ´08

ANNA SCHALLEHN ´09
Last fall I took over our 
family business Plastic 
House in the first district 
of Vienna selling primarily 
kitchen and household 
products. Even though 
our business is mainly 
plastic - I thought the future 

tends to head to a plastic 
free direction, therefore 
I am always on the look 
for natural products with 
the functionality of plastic. 
That´s how I currently came 
across a very interesting 
brand called “Zuperzozial” 

which is durable tableware 
with raw structures. It is 
made of natural materials 
such as bamboo and corn 
and biodegradable with 
an earthy look. It is also 
dishwasher proof.

I am still in touch with Val 
Levy, although I haven’t 
heard from her recently; the 
same goes for Dr. Koeck, 
Roland Innerhofer, Lucinda 
Hazler, and Françoise 
Norris. I am also in touch 
with Chris Schwarz, and 
Imogen Lathbury, as well 

as former alumnae who 
happen to be friends of 
the family, like the Cantinis 
and the Landesmanns. I 
would love to hear from all 
my former colleagues and 
students - including Woody 
Barr!

As for my musical projects, 
I am presently recording 
a new bilingual (French/
English) album entitled In 
Transition; from chanson to 
blues...

CHRISTINE FEDERSPIEL
FORMER GERMAN TEACHER

https://shop.plastichouse.at/
https://shop.plastichouse.at/
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ALUMNI WEBSITES GIVING TO AIS
Friendships. Mentors. Moments of personal growth.

The AIS experience doesn’t last long, but it accounts for an extraordinary amount of lifelong memories.

During this time of year, when it’s typical for all of us to look back on those special people and places that have shaped our lives, 
please help us to keep the Knight experience unforgettable by making your gift to AIS today.

Regular contributions by alumni, friends, parents, faculty, and staff provide the standard of excellence that makes attending AIS · 
Vienna an unforgettable, life-changing experience.

Your gift every year makes the difference every day!

Alexander Loebus ´87
www.loebus.at
Ana Stojevic (former AIS parent)
www.cargocollective.com/anastojevic
Anna Schallehn ´09
www.plastic-house.at
Ferdinand Sarnitz  (LeftBoy)´07
www.facebook.com/leftboymusic
Georg Melzer ´90
www.wild-sau.com
Gunther Bichlbauer ´85
www.lapasteria.at
James Hersey ´07
www.jamesherseymusic.com
Julie McMaster (Hall) ´95
www.creativecakesbyjulie.com
Kimberly Kanouse (Marcus) ´89
yogalifestylist.com
Larissa Zemke ´06
www.larissazemke.com
Margaret Childs ´04
www.metropole.at
Miriam (Mimi) Brownstone ´06
http://schnitzelandpie.tumblr.com/
Nicole Schuerer ´04
www.paris.co.at
Nina Sauer ´95
www.charlotterober.at
Oliver Zehetner-Loffredo ´01
www.theagencyonline.com
Renée Price ´75
www.neuegalerie.org/museum/from-the-director
Ryder Carroll ´98
Bulletjournal.com
Selma Kornmüller ´03
www.happy-glow-yoga.com
Violetta Prossinger ´05
Cottonelle - youtu.be/4lIn15Unvb0
Zissa Grabner ´98
www.fromaustria.com

AIS VIENNA QUIZ

This fountain and statue can be found where in Vienna?

Send your responses to alumni@ais.at. With a bit of luck you can 
win AIS (and alumni) goodies. Thank you and viel Glück!

ALUMNI CLASS REPRESENTATIVES
Thank you all for representing your class so well!  For the complete 
list of Class Representatives, visit www.ais.at/alumni. The password 
is: “wienalumni”.

OFFICIAL AIS NETWORKS
For Alumni
 Facebook: AIS · Vienna Alumni
 twitter.com/AISViennaAlumni
 LinkedIn Group: American International School, Vienna

For Everyone
 facebook.com/AISVienna
 twitter.com/aisvienna
 youtube.com/aisvienna
 LinkedIn: The American International School · Vienna

SHARE YOUR INFORMATION WITH US...
The AIS · Vienna GlobeSpotter welcomes news from all AIS alumni. 
To share information on your whereabouts, jobs, families, pets, 
sports, or anything you think might be of interest, please contact 
us at: alumni@ais.at.

For information on AIS, please visit our website www.ais.at.  Last 
but not least, please do not forget to sign up on the alumni database 
at ais.at/alumni. Thank you!

http://www.loebus.at/
http://cargocollective.com/anastojevic
http://www.plastic-house.at/
https://www.facebook.com/leftboymusic
http://www.wild-sau.com/
http://www.lapasteria.at/
http://www.jamesherseymusic.com/
http://www.creativecakesbyjulie.com/CCBJ/HOME.html
http://yogalifestylist.com/
http://www.larissazemke.com/
http://metropole.at/
http://schnitzelandpie.tumblr.com/
http://www.paris.co.at/
http://www.charlotterober.at/
http://www.theagencyonline.com/home.php
http://www.neuegalerie.org/museum/from-the-director
http://bulletjournal.com/
http://www.happy-glow-yoga.com/
https://youtu.be/4lIn15Unvb0
http://www.fromaustria.com/
mailto:alumni%40ais.at?subject=
https://www.ais.at/alumni
https://www.facebook.com/AIS-Vienna-Alumni-792236614199911/
https://twitter.com/AISViennaAlumni
https://www.linkedin.com/groups/1137727/profile
http://www.facebook.com/AISVienna
https://twitter.com/aisvienna
http://www.youtube.com/aisvienna
https://www.linkedin.com/company/american-international-school-%E2%80%A2-vienna
mailto:alumni%40ais.at?subject=
http://www.ais.at/
http://www.ais.at/page.cfm?p=523
http://www.facebook.com/AISVienna
https://www.linkedin.com/company/american-international-school-%E2%80%A2-vienna
https://twitter.com/aisvienna
http://www.youtube.com/aisvienna
https://www.facebook.com/AIS-Vienna-Alumni-792236614199911/
https://twitter.com/AISViennaAlumni
https://www.linkedin.com/groups/1137727/profile
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