WELCOME TO
AIS · VIENNA

A SCHOOL
A COMMUNITY
A FA M I LY

MISSION & GUIDING
PRINCIPLES

Within the rich cultural context of Austria, AIS · Vienna:
• NURTURES an INCLUSIVE learning community

–– In partnership with families, we support healthy social, emotional,
physical, and intellectual development.
–– We differentiate instruction to accommodate diverse interests
and needs.
–– We cultivate active and creative students.

• CHALLENGES students to strive for personal
excellence and to explore their passions
–– We balance an academically engaging program with co-curricular
opportunities to empower students for success now and beyond
AIS.
–– We motivate students to explore new and existing passions
through guidance and opportunities.

• Fosters RESPECT through compassion for
others and our world

–– We encourage empathy, honesty, and kindness towards others.
–– We embrace diverse values and perspectives with an aim to act
with an open mind.
–– We strive to have a positive impact on others and our environment.

TEN REASONS

TO CHOOSE AIS VIENNA
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‘The Family’
When asked about what makes AIS special, longtime alumni and newcomers
today all mention ‘the family,’ i.e. the powerful feeling of belonging to our
welcoming, supportive, and diverse community that one feels as a student,
parent, or faculty/staff member. This is the reason alumni send their children
here, why retired teachers come back to substitute teach, and why newcomers
transition so well. The family atmosphere here truly sets this school apart.
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Our Outstanding Faculty
Our teachers are a dedicated group of individuals
who take a deeply personal interest in their students;
AIS Vienna is fortunate enough to include published
authors, accomplished musicians and artists, and
professional scientists among its faculty, some of
whom have taught here for over two decades.
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Our Diversity
We are the oldest international school in Vienna with diversity
among our students (over fifty nationalities represented),
diversity among our faculty (varied backgrounds and subject
matter expertise), and diversity among our programs (English
as an Additional Language, individual study programs, and both
the US High School and IB diplomas are available in addition to
comprehensive athletics and after school activities).
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Our Approach to Individual Learning
AIS Vienna is committed to honoring the individual learning style and needs
of each student. In the Elementary School, this translates to children working
within an academic framework at their own pace and level; in the Middle and
High School, this translates to students having individual programs of study
and an array of options for course selection. We aim to always recognize a
student’s uniqueness throughout their academic development at our school.

Our History of Student Achievement
AIS Vienna students achieve great success both inside and outside the classroom. Our challenging
curriculum is designed to be university preparatory, and our alumni have gone on to the world’s top
universities to lead established careers. Our results in international examinations are consistently
above average, and we pride ourselves in being the top-scoring IB school in Vienna. Outside
the classroom, our accomplished student athletes consistently find themselves at the top of the
podium at international sports tournaments, and our student artists and musicians are invited to
perform across the globe.
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Our Tech-Savvy Campus
We are a school that prides itself in being technologically ‘connected’ in a variety
of ways. Our website and school information system serve as the communicative
hubs for our entire community, we maintain active social media portals, all our
classrooms are equipped with Smart Boards, our Elementary School students have
ample access to laptops and iPads, and beginning with Grade 4, students are
given their own laptops each year. Our campus features a wireless internet and
printing network, and our teachers work with e-learning platforms to ensure that
both students and parents are up-to-date with the latest in-class happenings.

Our ‘State-Of-The-Art’ Arts Program
With the belief that art is essential to our humanity, AIS Vienna is committed to offering
a comprehensive arts curriculum to its students. Younger students are introduced to a
variety of art forms, all Grade 2 students participate in our Strings Program, and older
students are given the chance to explore these forms more deeply. We are proud to offer
art, sculpture, photography, dance, theater, choral and instrumental opportunities. Many
students have had the chance to display their work and perform on an international
level.
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Our Athletics and After School Activities
AIS Vienna offers an inclusive athletics program with
ten competitive sports of varying levels across three
athletic seasons plus a comprehensive after-school
activities program including arts, music, language,
athletic, and technological opportunities. When the
school day ends at 3:15 PM, a new extracurricular
world begins.

Our Campus
Our 11-acre campus overlooks the city and is adjacent to the famous Vienna
Woods and the beautiful landscape of the Neustift vineyards, which provide a
peaceful, conducive learning environment. Made up of seven adjoining buildings,
the campus features libraries, a cafeteria, stellar sports facilities, seven science
laboratories, art and music studios, a theater, and an outdoor classroom. The city
of Vienna, regularly voted as the #1 city with the best quality of life in the world,
makes up our ‘extended campus’ with frequent trips to its various museums and
cultural offerings.
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We’re Green!
We aim to be environmentally-friendly and to include this philosophy
in our school’s curriculum and daily practices. From recycling
stations around our campus, a school-wide ‘Earth Week’ to promote
environmental efforts, Danube River clean-ups, on-campus tree
planting, to vegetarian days provided by our catering services, we do our
best to uphold sustainable practices and reduce our carbon footprint.

HISTORY

Laying of the Cornerstone
(Dr. Neugebauer, President of the Stadtschulrat)

Transfer of Salmannsdorfer Property
(J. Formanek, H. Heinsheimer, A. Kiefer)

Former AIS building on Bauernfeldgasse 40

1955 - Founding of the Vienna
International Community School
(VICS) - AIS’ predecessor, situated
at Bauernfeldgasse 40, in Vienna’s
19th District.

1958 - Recognition of the American
school curriculum by the Austrian
Ministry of Education.

1961 - AIS took possession of the
44,000 square meter site for its
new school on Salmannsdorfer
Strasse, near the Vienna Woods in
the 19th District.

1959 - Founding of the American International
School (AIS) by the Embassies of the United States
and Canada - VICS was dissolved. Enrollment at
this time was 234 students with 17 nationalities.
The old school building on Bauernfeldgasse was
no longer adequate - a major portion of the grant
funds were used for a new campus site.

1956 - The US Ambassador advised
that US funds would be available
for an American sponsored school
- it was decided that VICS was to
become this school.
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Room in Salmannsdorfer Villa circa 1900

Model of the school (R. Strauss sitting center with
architects J.G. Groebner and W.H. Schindler)

First Graduation Ceremony 1964
(H. Portisch)

Groundbreaking Ceremony
(R. Strauss, John Formanek)

1964 - First school year at AIS on
the new site. 357 students with 28
nationalities were enrolled. First
graduation ceremony took place.
1962 - Groundbreaking
Ceremony for the new
AIS campus.

1977 - International
Baccalaureate offered.
2018 - Nearly 800 students
with over 50 nationalities
enrolled.

1973 - Formation of the American
International School of Vienna,
Incorporation, which receives IRS
tax free status as a 501(c) (3)
corporation in the USA.

2009 - AIS celebrates its fiftieth
anniversary with thousands of
alumni from all around the world.
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ELEMENTARY SCHOOL
Pre-K - Grade 5

In the Elementary School we strive to ensure that each year at AIS is the
best year in every child´s life. As educators we make decisions based on
the understanding that we are not only guiding children towards learning,
but building experiences, and creating memories that will serve to inform
futures not yet imagined. At AIS our goal is for children to love school and
for this love to translate into life-long learning.
The instructional excellence of the faculty is balanced by a genuine
appreciation of child development. The carefully chosen programs
at AIS allow for differentiated learning and a high degree of student
choice to ensure that learning is authentic and meaningful. Students are
encouraged to make connections to personal experiences, and to draw
from these experiences to gain deeper understandings of content and
text materials.
Our enrollment in the Elementary School hovers between 300 and 340
students PK - Grade 5. This size is widely considered a “just right size”,
big enough to offer exciting and varied social and academic opportunities
while still being small enough to maintain a strong sense of community
where every child is recognized and known. Students at AIS benefit from
outstanding and progressive academic programs paralleled by rich fine
arts, physical education, technology, and German language instruction.
Through after school activities, field trips, and collaborations across grade
levels we hope to create opportunities that enrich children’s lives, igniting
a passion for life-long learning and continued success.
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MIDDLE SCHOOL
Grade 6 - Grade 8

The Middle School offers a nurturing environment in which teacher support and
enthusiasm meet the unique developmental needs of Middle School students. We
offer a variety of courses and programs to help students realize their potential to
grow both academically and socially.
Our curricular and co-curricular programs are designed to build a foundation for a
lifetime of independent and self-reliant learning. Skill building is emphasized, and
reading and writing are priorities in most areas of academic study. Our language
arts program is literature based and students learn to write in a variety of genres
and styles. In mathematics, students begin with concrete, computational work,
and develop the abstract thinking and problem solving skills needed for algebra.
“Hands-on” learning and laboratory work are emphasized in the general sciences.
All students explore the fine and performing arts, as well as develop their computer
and technology skills. Physical education keeps our active students fit and focuses
on a healthy lifestyle. Additionally, elective exploratory courses introduce students
to subjects that they may wish to pursue in future years. All students study German,
with French and Spanish being an option. Language instruction is an important
feature of the Middle School curriculum and English as an Additional Language
(EAL) is provided for students with intermediate English proficiency.
Every fall, all faculty and students participate in the Middle School fall trips. These
three-day treks (each grade goes to a different destination in Austria) provide an
opportunity for students to make friends, for students and teachers to get to know
each other, and to build spirit and spark enthusiasm for the new school year.

10
NURTURE

|

INCLUDE

11
CHALLENGE

|

RESPECT

HIGH SCHOOL
Grade 9 - Grade 12

The High School provides a comprehensive university-preparatory academic program. All AIS
High School students work towards earning the AIS High School Diploma, equivalent to a US
High School Diploma. The majority of our students also choose to pursue the globally recognized
International Baccalaureate (IB) Diploma. Students who do not pursue the IB Diploma still take
individual IB courses for recognition of completion. Core areas of our academic program include
English, Mathematics, Science, Social Studies, Modern Languages, Visual and Performing
Arts, and Physical Education. The Modern Language program includes German (both native
and non-native), French, and Spanish. Resource support may be available for students with
learning needs.
AIS is well-known for its caring faculty and positive student-teacher relationships. Our
experienced and certified faculty are experts in their subjects. Each year, our IB results indicate
achievement well above world averages. Most of our faculty is from the United States, but
we employ teachers from all corners of the globe. They devote themselves to the success of
our students by providing world-class learning opportunities, a nurturing environment, and a
culture of integrity and diversity. Two counselors and an academic dean are dedicated to assist
students in planning, preparation, selection, and application to universities throughout the world.
In addition to the academic program, the High School offers students extra-curricular choices
in music, dance, drama, scholarly challenges, and athletics. AIS is a member of CEESA, SCIS
and ISST, providing opportunities for competitions and festivals throughout Europe. We also
value service and learning opportunities accessible due to our unique location in Vienna and
central Europe.
We welcome new learners into our community: challenging and fostering future leaders, lifelong learners, and long-term friends.
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ARTS

It is the goal of the Arts Department that every student participates in a variety
of art experiences. The curriculum aims to provide each child with an opportunity
to develop self-expression, self-discipline, cooperation, spontaneity, imagination,
and a lasting understanding and appreciation of the arts. With the belief that art is
essential to our humanity, the Arts Department provides students with the skills to
recognize, appreciate, create, and evaluate art in its many forms. Although a quality
product is often inherent in artistic endeavors, it is the process itself that is the
primary focus of the Arts Program. The students have the opportunity to experience
a wide range of activities that often culminate with active participation in choral and
instrumental concerts, art exhibits, as well as theater and dance performances.
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ATHLETICS
& ACTIVITIES

Our athletics program is divided into fall, winter, and spring seasons. Each season
we offer competitive programs for our Middle and High School students with local
games, overnight trips, and final season tournaments in one of the three conferences
to which we belong: International Schools Sports Tournaments (ISST) for High
School, the Sports Council for International Schools (SCIS) at the Middle and High
School levels, and the Danube Valley Athletic Conference (DVAC) for Middle School
‘B’ teams. We are founding members of all three conferences.
We offer over 25 clubs and activities to our High School and Middle School students.
Activities like Speech and Debate, Math Team, Habitat for Humanity and Amnesty
Youth all meet either after school or during lunch.
In the Elementary School, we have an extensive After School Activities program
(ASA), which offers 35 different classes to our students. About 75% of our Elementary
students participate in at least one ASA.
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FACULTY
& STAFF

The core of excellence at AIS is the talented faculty and administration. The AIS
Faculty numbers over 100 individuals. Over 80% of our teachers hold advanced
degrees, with several having earned doctorates, from universities worldwide. The
teachers at AIS Vienna are dedicated professionals with a commitment to ongoing development. They have a demonstrated dedication to their students and to
forward-looking education. All of our teachers take a deeply personal interest in their
students. Graduates often mention that they were powerfully influenced by a caring
and supportive faculty and staff during their years at AIS.
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TECHNOLOGY

Technology at AIS is as ubiquitous and as integrated as pencil and paper. All students
in Grade 4-12 are issued with a laptop that they use at school and at home as part
of their daily routine. Children in the lower Elementary School grades explore the
educational applications of iPads, and in Grade 4 students begin to use laptops as
a learning tool. All classrooms PK-12 are equipped with SmartBoards and teaching
computers. As well as technology being integrated, there are elective classes in the
Middle and High School that explore in greater depth areas such as programming,
web and graphics design, video production, and computer science.
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MARKETING,
COMMUNICATION, & ALUMNI

The Marketing and Communication and the Alumni Offices at AIS manage the
school’s public relations, media contacts, social media, and the fundraising
campaigns as well as alumni communication. A large number of AIS alumni
are registered in the password protected AIS Alumni Database, which
alumni can access online. The alumni magazine GlobeSpotter goes online
in November of each year on the school’s website (www.ais.at) and supplies
this vital constituency of AIS with information about their former classmates
and teachers. An AIS Alumni Reunion is traditionally held on campus every
year shortly before or after the Winter Break. In addition, a large number
of reunions, receptions, and gatherings are regularly held throughout the
world, organized by individual alumni or classes. The supportive attitude
of parents, students, alumni, faculty, staff, and corporations towards the
AIS fundraising efforts greatly helps to achieve goals that could not be met
by the operational budget alone. Philanthropic participation in education
is considered one of the most important instruments to provide excellent
education for current students, as well as for generations to come.
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THE AMERICAN INTERNATIONAL SCHOOL • VIENNA
Salmannsdorfer Strasse 47
A-1190 Vienna, Austria
t. +43 1 40132 0, f. +43 1 40132 5
e-mail: info@ais.at
www.ais.at

