
WELCOME TO  
AIS VIENNA



MISSION & GUIDING  
PRINCIPLES

Foster RESPECT 
through compassion 
for others and  
our world

 • We encourage empathy, honesty, 
and kindness towards others.

 • We embrace diverse values and 
perspectives with an aim to act 
with an open mind.

 • We strive to have a positive  
impact on others and our  
environment.

CHALLENGE  
students to strive for 
personal excellence 
and to explore  
their passions

 • We balance an academically  
engaging program with  
co-curricular opportunities to  
empower students for success  
now and beyond AIS.

 • We motivate students to explore 
new and existing passions through 
guidance and opportunities.

NURTURE an  
INCLUSIVE learning 
community

 • In partnership with families,  
we support healthy social,  
emotional, physical, and  
intellectual development.

 • We differentiate instruction  
to accommodate diverse  
interests and needs.

 • We cultivate active and 
creative students.

Within the rich cultural context of Austria,  
The American International School · Vienna (AIS Vienna)  
provides an EXEMPLARY EDUCATION  
that fulfills our mission to:



TOP TEN REASONS 
TO CHOOSE  
AIS VIENNA
1 We Ignite 

Kid Power
We honor the individu-
al learning styles of 
each student and  
bring their inner 
strengths to life.

2 Top Student Achievement
We hate to brag, but in addition to scoring the 

highest IB results in Vienna, our students do things 
like perform at Carnegie Hall.  Our challenging 
curriculum is designed to be university preparatory, 
our results in international examinations are con-
sistently above average, and our alumni go on to 
the world’s top universities.

3 Exceptional Teachers 
Our teachers give extraordinary personal 

care and attention to each of their students. 
Whether a PhD in mathematics or a support  
teacher in Kindergarten, members of our faculty 
provide the creative nudges, structure, and room 
to experiment – in the classroom, on the playing 
field, among friends, and in life. They are expert 
educators with an American spirit.

4 Everyone knows what  
it’s like to be the new kid

We help our globally mobile community 
feel at home. We provide the tools to  
handle the trials and tribulations of   
relocation, and roots into a community that 
will nourish students for a lifetime.

5 Small School, Big  
Opportunities  

The size of our school is widely consid-
ered “just right”: big enough to offer di-
verse and stimulating artistic, athletic, and 
academic opportunities, while still small 
enough to maintain a strong sense of 
community in which every child can 
achieve their personal best.

6 Our Diversity
Founded in 1959, we are the oldest 

international school in Vienna, with  
students from over 60 countries. Our 
internationally-trained faculty serves 
our multicultural families working in the  
diplomatic and corporate sectors, in the 
arts, academia, professional sports,  
and private business.

7 1:1 Tech Integration
Computer labs are so 1997. Our 

tech is everywhere, fully integrated into our 
teaching methods and campus so that 
students have the savvy they need to  
succeed. That said, we still believe in the 
timeless power of books, and our libraries 
feature thousands of titles that offer reading 
adventures and insights to inspire children 
of all ages.

8 The AIS Family
Families experience the powerful feel-

ing of belonging to our welcoming, support-
ive, and diverse community every time they 
step onto campus.

9 Green Campus,  
Green Ethics

What do the protected-forest campus, the 
Outdoor Classroom, and the solar panels 
on our roofs have in common? We see, 
think, act, and experience green.Connect-
ed to Vienna’s excellent public transporta-
tion network, our location on the edge of 
the Vienna Woods means our students 
never lack for fresh air and time spent in 
the great outdoors.

10 Once A Knight,  
Always a Knight

Students leave AIS with a head start in life: a 
tight-knit global network of 14,000 alumni 
that has been growing for 60 years and 
counting. This is a network of friendship, 
trust, and opportunity that provides returns 
to its members for decades after graduation. 
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OUR HISTORY
The Vienna Internation-
al Community School 
(VICS), predecessor  
to AIS, is founded at 

Bauernfeldgasse 40 in 
Vienna’s 19th District.

The US Ambassador 
advises that funds 

would be made  
available for an  

American-sponsored 
school.  

It is decided that  
VICS is to become  

this school.

Recognition of the  
American school  
curriculum by the  
Austrian Ministry  

of Education.

The American International School 
(AIS) is founded by the Embassies 
of the United States and Canada; 
VICS is dissolved. Enrollment at 

this time is 234 students with  
17 nationalities. The old school 

building on Bauernfeldgasse is no  
longer adequate so a major portion 
of grant funds are used to establish 

a new campus site.

AIS takes possession 
of the current 45,000 
square meter site on 

Salmannsdorfer 
Strasse, on the edge of 

the Vienna Woods in 
the 19th District.

Groundbreaking  
Ceremony for the new 

AIS campus.

AIS celebrates its 
first school year on 
the new site, with 

357 students of 28 
nationalities, and 

holds its fifth gradu-
ation ceremony on 
the new campus.

Formation of  
the American Inter-
national School of  
Vienna, Incorpora-
tion, which receives 
IRS tax-free status 
as a 501(c) (3) cor-
poration in the USA.

The International  
Baccalaureate Diploma 
Programme is offered 

for High School.

AIS celebrates its 
60th anniversary 
with thousands of 

alumni from all 
around the world. 
Today, nearly 800 
students with over 
60 nationalities are 

enrolled.



In the Elementary School, we 
strive to ensure that every year at 
AIS is the best year in each child‘s 
life so far. As educators we under-
stand our mission is not just to 
facilitate learning in the classic 
sense, but also to facilitate experi-
ences, and create memories that 
will sustain every student through 
futures not yet imagined. At AIS 
our goal is for children to love 
school and to develop a life-long 
love of learning.

The instructional excellence of the 
faculty is complemented by a 
genuine appreciation of childhood 
development. Our carefully chosen 
programs allow for differentiated  
instruction and a high degree of 
student choice to ensure that 
learning is authentic and meaning-
ful. Students are encouraged to 
make connections to personal ex-
periences, and to draw from these 
experiences to gain deeper 
understandings of content and  
text  materials.

Our enrollment in the Elementary 
School hovers between 300 and 
340 students from Pre-Kindergarten 
through Grade 5. Students at AIS 
benefit from outstanding and 
progressive academic programs  
enriched by fine arts, physical 
education, technology, and German 
language instruction. Through after- 
school activities, field trips, and  
collaborations across grade levels, 
we work hard so that every single 
child finds multiple opportunities to 
explore new interests, further  
develop existing passions, and  
find confidence in their  
unique expression.

ELEMENTARY  
SCHOOL
Pre-Kindergarten  
through Grade 5



The Middle School offers a 
nurturing environment in which 
teacher support and enthusiasm  
meet the unique developmental 
 needs of students aged 11 to 14.  
This is a period of rapid intellectual 
and social development, and our 
courses and programs help students  
to realize their potential and take in-
creasing responsibility in a caring,  
supportive environment.

MIDDLE  
SCHOOL
Grade 6  
through Grade 8

concrete, computational work, 
and develop the abstract thinking 
and problem-solving skills  
needed for algebra. 

“Hands-on” learning and laborato-
ry work are emphasized in the 
general sciences. All students 
explore the fine and performing 
arts, as well as develop their 
computer and technology skills. 
Physical education keeps our 
active students fit and focused on 
a healthy lifestyle. Additionally, 
elective exploratory courses intro-
duce students to subjects that 
they may wish to pursue in future 

years. All students study German, 
with French and Spanish as addi-
tional options. Language instruc-
tion is an important feature of the 
Middle School curriculum, and 
English as an Additional Lan-
guage (EAL) is provided for  
students with intermediate  
English proficiency.

Every autumn, all faculty and 
students participate in the Middle 
School fall trips. These three-day 
treks (each grade goes to a 
different destination in Austria) 
provide an opportunity for  
students to make friends, for  
students and teachers to get to 
know each other, and to build 
spirit and spark enthusiasm for 
the new school year.

Our curricular and co-curricular 
programs are designed to build the 
foundation for a lifetime of inde-
pendent and self-reliant learning. 
Skill building is emphasized, and 
reading and writing are priorities in 
most areas of academic study. Our 
language arts program is literature- 
based, and students learn to write 
in a variety of genres and styles. In 
mathematics, students begin with 



The High School provides a compre-
hensive university-preparatory aca-
demic program. All AIS High School 
students work towards earning a US 
High School Diploma. The majority of 
our students also choose to pursue the 
globally-recognized International 
Baccalaureate (IB) Diploma. 
Core areas of our academic program 
include English, mathematics, science, 
social studies, modern languages, vi-
sual and performing arts, and physical 

HIGH  
SCHOOL
Grade 9 through  
Grade 12

education. The Modern Language 
program includes German (both 
native and non-native), French, 
and Spanish. Resource support 
may be available for students with 
additional learning support needs.

AIS is well-known for its caring 
faculty and positive student- 
teacher relationships. Our experi-
enced and certified faculty are 
experts in their subjects. 

Each year, our IB results indicate 
achievement well above world 
averages. Most of our faculty is 
from the United States and 
Canada, but we employ teachers 
from all corners of the globe. 
They devote themselves to the 
success of our students by pro-
viding world-class learning oppor-
tunities, a nurturing environment, 
and a culture of integrity and curi-
osity.  Two counselors and an 
academic dean are dedicated to 
assisting students in their applica-
tions to universities in North 
America, the UK, Europe, and 
throughout the world.throughout 
the world.

In addition to the academic 
program, the High School  
offers extra-curricular choices in 
music, dance, drama, scholarly 
challenges, and athletics. AIS  
is a member of several interna-
tional school associations,  
providing opportunities for  
competitions and festivals 
throughout Europe and around 
the world. We also promote and 
facilitate service and learning 
opportunities in Vienna,  
our neighboring countries  
and beyond.

We welcome new learners into 
our community, challenging and 
fostering future leaders, life-long 
learners, and long-term friends.



There is something deeply human 
yet timeless and transcendent about 
raising your voice in chorus, putting 
paint to canvas, or sinking your 
hands into a fresh lump of clay. It is 
the goal of the Arts Department that 
every student participates in a variety 
of artistic experiences,and has ac-

ARTS cess to a broad range of creative 
outlets. The curriculum provides 
each child with opportunities to 
develop self-expression, self- 
discipline, cooperation, sponta-
neity, imagination, and a lasting 
understanding and appreciation 
of the arts. 

Built on the firm belief that art  
is essential to our humanity, the 
Arts Department provides stu-
dents with the skills to recognize, 
appreciate, create, and evaluate 
art in its many forms – from the 
glories of orchestral music 
through the quiet of charcoal 
drawings on paper. 

Although a quality product is often 
inherent in artistic endeavors, it is 

the process itself that is the prima-
ry focus of the Arts Program. 

AIS students actively participate 
in a wide range of activities that 
often culminate with choral and 
instrumental concerts, art exhib-
its, as well as theater and dance 
performances – including at 
renowned venues in Vienna and 
around the world. While many of 
our graduates enter creative 
professions, our goal is for all 
students to become lifetime  
lovers of the arts. 



ATHLETICS &  
ACTIVITIES

She dribbles, she shoots, she 
scores! As soon as the school day 
ends, a world of school-organized 
activities begins. AIS offers over 45 
clubs and activities to our High 
School and Middle School students. 
Activities like Speech and Debate, 
Math Team, Habitat for Humanity, 

and Amnesty Youth all meet ei-
ther after school or during lunch. 
In the Elementary School our ex-
tensive After School Activities 
program (ASA) offers over 35 
different classes. Most of our Ele-
mentary students participate in at 
least one ASA. 

Our athletics program is divided 
into fall, winter, and spring sea-
sons, which each offer competi-
tive programs. Our Middle and 
High School students take part in 
local games, overnight trips, and 
final season tournaments in one 
of the three conferences to which 
we belong: International Schools 
Sports Tournaments (ISST) for 
High School, the Sports Council 
for International Schools (SCIS) 

at the Middle and High School 
levels, and the Danube Valley 
Athletic Conference (DVAC) for 
Middle School ‘B’ teams. We are 
founding members of all three 
conferences. 

With a program this diverse,  
there is certainly something – or 
several things – for everyone.

Please see our website for a full  
list of current after-school athlet-
ics and activities. 



At AIS, digital technology is as 
common as pencil and paper.

Our 1:1 Device Program makes 
technology a part of each stu-
dent’s daily routine. Each student 
receives an iPad for Pre-Kinder-
garten through Grade 3, and a 
laptop for Grades 4 through 12. 
With above-average replacement 
cycles for devices and other 
equipment, AIS continually in-
vests in technological advances 
in education.

All classrooms Pre-Kindergarten 
through Grade 12 are equipped 
with interactive white boards – 
touch-sensitive screens that  
replace the traditional chalk-
board and facilitate dynamic and 
fun learning in each subject 
area. In addition, elective class-
es in the Middle and High School 
explore in greater depth areas  
of coding, robotics, web and 
graphic design, video produc-
tion, and computer science.

Tech changes fast, so AIS has 
hired certified teachers in Ele-
mentary, Middle and High School 
who specialize in integrating  
educational technologies in all 
subject areas. These “tech  
integrators” collaborate with  
our classroom teachers to give 
each student the practical tools, 
critical thinking skills, and ethical 
discernment to become digital 
citizens of the future.

TEACHERS

TECHNOLOGY

It takes a village, as they say, and 
at AIS we know that our excel-
lence is thanks to our talented 
faculty, who provide extraordinary 
care to our students while main-
taining clear and open channels 
of communication with parents 
and guardians. 

Fewer things are more important 
to young minds than feeling that 
they are both seen and supported 

as they grow. Of over one  
hundred AIS teachers, 75% are 
American-trained, 80% hold  
advanced degrees (including  
several PhDs) – and 100% are 
passionate about challenging 
their students in a profoundly 
supportive atmosphere. 

We strive for our students to 
become lovers of life-long learn-
ing, and our faculty model this 

attitude through regular participa-
tion in professional development 
programs, ensuring their methods 
and approaches remain forward- 
looking and of the highest quality. 
They found and lead extracurricu-
lar activities, sharing their person-
al passions and expertise. Gradu-
ates often say that they were 
powerfully influenced by their 
teachers at AIS and keep in  
touch well into adulthood.



DEVELOPMENT  
& ALUMNI

Our beautiful campus, new tech-
nologies, and diverse programs 
would not be what they are today 
without the Development and 
Alumni Offices, which manage 
the school’s world-wide network 
of over 14,000 alumni. Through-
out the year, AIS alumni host re-
unions, receptions and gatherings 
in Vienna and around the world.

Many former students also make 
use of the password-protected 
AIS Alumni Database to find each 
other and keep in touch. Our 
alumni magazine, GlobeSpotter, 
is published in December of each 
year and supplies this vital con-
stituency with news about their 
former classmates and teachers. 
Philanthropic participation in 
education maintains our academ-
ic excellence and reputation that 
benefits generations of AIS stu-
dents to come. 

No matter whether they have  
attended AIS for one semester  
or more than a decade, the 
supportive attitude of parents, 
students, alumni, faculty, staff, 
and corporations towards the 
AIS Annual Fund allows our 
students – past, present, and  
future – to go above and beyond 
anyone’s expectations. Thou-
sands of families have considered 
AIS a home-base and a safe 
place to grow during their global 
journey, and we are proud to  
continue advancing our AIS  
traditions and excellence. 



Our Admissions team specializes in understanding 
the needs of globally mobile families and looks for-
ward to supporting you throughout the application 
process. To visit our beautiful campus and learn 
more about applying to AIS Vienna, 

contact our  
Admissions Office at  
+43 1 401 32 2531 or  
Admissions@ais.at.  
For further information,  
visit www.ais.at/admissions/apply-now.

ADMISSIONS
Ready to become an AIS Knight? 
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