
Austrian Matura Equivalency Program FAQs 
 
Who is eligible for the Austrian Matura Equivalency offered at AIS? 
German-speaking students (of any nationality) enrolled at AIS starting in Grade 9 or earlier who wish to 
prepare themselves for an Austrian university are eligible for the Matura Equivalency. 
 
How long will AIS continue to offer the Austrian Matura Equivalency? 
AIS will continue to offer Austrian Matura for the 2014-15, 2015-16, and 2016-17 school 
years.  Although the U.S. Ambassador’s office has received a direct response from the Austrian Ministry 
of Education suggesting our students will be protected during the period of national review of Matura 
standards, AIS continues to seek direct confirmation of this view from the Austrian Ministry.  
 
What is Nostrification? 
"Nostrification" means that the Austrian Government is acknowledging equivalency of AIS's special 
program with the Austrian Matura. Other countries which might recognize an Austrian Matura may not 
honor this equivalency. Students interested in studying in other countries should check beforehand 
regarding recognition of the Matura equivalency. The IB Diploma is widely accepted around the world. 
 
A student completing the AIS Matura Equivalency Program is required to apply to the Austrian Federal 
Ministry of Education, Arts and Culture for Nostrification of the AIS graduation diploma. It is imperative 
that the student apply for the Nostrification of the AIS diploma in June immediately after school has 
finished. 
 
Can AIS guarantee that incoming Grade 9 students can graduate with the Austrian Matura 
Equivalency? 
At this time, without any continued authorization from the Ministry of Education, AIS may not guarantee 
that incoming Grade 9 students can complete and graduate with the Austrian Matura Equivalency. For 
students wishing to pursue university studies in Austria, the full IB Diploma is recommended.  
 
The centralization changes of the Matura in Austrian schools will likely impact the Matura equivalency 
agreement for AIS. The recommended changes have not yet been finalized and communicated to AIS 
by the Ministry of Education, Arts, and Culture (BMUKK). We continue to work closely with them in 
order to provide the best opportunities for AIS students. In the meantime, it is important to note that past 
Matura Equivalency requirements may no longer apply to the classes of 2018 or beyond. As AIS learns 
of any necessary changes, the community will be informed. 
 
How do Austrian universities compare between the IB Diploma and the Austrian Matura 
Equivalency? 
The IB Diploma program has been widely recognized as an eligibility requirement to prestigious and 
competitive universities. Please note that different countries may have minimum subject, level, and 
grade requirements. The Austrian Matura Equivalency is accepted for university admission in Austria 
but not necessarily honored by other countries.  
 
I plan to attend a university in Austria. Which AIS diploma should I choose? 
The IB Diploma qualifies students to attend all Austrian universities. 
 
With the centralization of the Matura, AIS is no longer able to guarantee that the Matura Equivalency 
program will continue in its current form for the class of 2018 or beyond. If the program continues, 
students entering AIS after the start of Grade 9 are ineligible for the AIS Matura Equivalency and will be 
required to choose the IB Diploma if they wish to attend an Austrian university. (Students choosing the 
Matura Equivalency program must complete all full four years of High School at AIS.) Currently, the 
Matura Equivalency qualifies students to attend all Austrian universities. 
 
The US Diploma may not qualify students to attend all Austrian universities. 



 
Please note that several other important factors aside from the type of diploma are considered by 
different universities in the admissions process, including but not limited to: admission test results, 
grades on school records, teacher recommendations, language proficiency, etc. 
 
Do I need the Matura Equivalency to attend Austrian universities? (Can I attend Austrian 
universities with only the IB Diploma and not the Matura Equivalency?)   
Austrian universities generally require either successful completion of the full IB Diploma or the Austrian 
Matura Equivalency for admission (along with other requirements, including the minimum German 
proficiency level of B2 under the Common European Framework Reference). 
 
Note: The IB Diploma is considered a foreign diploma but does not need to be nostrified by the Ministry. 
The AIS Matura Equivalency must be nostrified and is still considered a foreign diploma. 
 
If I apply to Austrian university with an IB Diploma, will I become part of a foreign quota of 
students allowed into specific fields of study? 
Only Medicine and Dentistry have quotas for admission in Austria, and both the IB Diploma and the 
Matura Equivalency program are counted under the 20% quota for foreign diplomas. 
 
Exceptions may apply to long-term residents. 
 
Is there a practical advantage to completing both the IB Diploma and Austrian Matura 
Equivalency (“double diploma”)? 
Both the IB Diploma and AIS Austrian Matura Equivalency are considered foreign diplomas which would 
fall under the 20% quota for Medicine and Dentistry, so there is no practical advantage in having both 
diplomas.  
 
What are the AIS course requirements for Matura Equivalency through Nostrification? 
All Matura equivalency courses require a year-long average grade of C- or better, including courses 
taken beyond the minimum requirements. 
 
English Four years of English. 
 
Modern Languages Completion of French or Spanish, up to and including Intermediate B or IB 
French or Spanish B SLI. 
 
German Studies 1. Austrian students, whose mother tongue is German, 4-year plan: 
German Native 9 
German Native 10 
IB German A: Literature I OR IB German A: Language and 
Literature I 
IB German A: Literature II OR IB German A: Language and 
Literature II 
2. Near-native German speakers or non-Austrian students, 4-year plan: 
German Native 9 OR German Advanced A 
German Native 10, OR German Advanced B 
IB German A: Language and Literature I OR IB German A: 
Literature I 
IB German A: Language and Literature II OR IB German A: 
Literature II 
If a student earns below a C- grade, then for one time only he/she can repeat the material of the course 
during the summer vacation to prepare for a placement test to be given before school starts in August. 
Passing the placement test will allows the student to advance on a probationary basis, only if each 
semester grade remains above a C-. This does not alter the grade received at the end of the year, or 



the grade on the transcript. The result of the placement testing will be shared with the student before 
the beginning of the school year. 
 
Social Studies Three years of Social Studies must be studied. 
 
Austrian Studies is required and is typically taken in Grade 10. 
Students who are planning to study psychology should take IB Psychology SL. 
 
Science Full-year courses in Biology, Chemistry, and Physics. 
 
Mathematics Algebra, Geometry, Advanced Algebra or Math Studies SL I, IB Math Studies 
SL II, or IB Math SL/HL I. Students taking IB Math Studies are required to pass the IB examination with 
a minimum score of 3. 
 
What other information does AIS have for parents and students who want to know more about 
this issue?  
For the 2015-16 school year, the AIS Matura equivalency program applies only to grades 11 & 12 
students. This Matura Equivalency has been in place for many years at AIS, however, recently, the 
Ministry of Education has made significant changes to the requirements for the Matura, nationwide. 
Our own Matura Equivalency may be impacted in the future by these new requirements, however the 
AIS Matura Equivalency continues to apply for the classes of 2016 and 2017. We are currently in 
discussion with the Ministry of Education to determine what equivalency will mean for AIS graduates 
wishing to pursue the Austrian Matura after 2017. We continue to actively engage with the Ministry of 
Education to maintain the Matura Equivalency as we have had it at AIS. 
 
For the most up to date information regarding Matura equivalency, please contact a High School 
Counselor, the Admissions Office, or the High School Principal. For more information about the 
complete HS Program, please review the High School Course Description Handbook. 


