
Reading 
Recommendations 

Dear 2017-2018 6th Grade,
We hope you will find a great book to read here!

All the best from,
Previous 6th Graders



Required:
For ALL 6th graders: Because of Mr. Terupt, by Rob Buyea

For all Native and Bilingual (near native) German students: 
Shipton, Paul: Die Wanze. Ein Insektenkrimi. Fischer 
Taschenbuchverlag

To keep a healthy reading habit over the vacation, we 
expect students to read at least 5 books. 



because of mr. terupt
by Rob Buyea

“I really like happy endings,” I said. 

“Me too,” Mr. Terupt said. “I’ll do my best to give you a 
happy ending this year.” Mr. Terupt makes the classroom 
fun and seems to know how to deal with every student, even 
the most challenging.

This unique story is told in the voices of seven different kids 
in one class.  Their teacher is amazing until one winter day 
when an accident changes everything. 
 ~Mrs. Razidlo



The Name Of This Book Is Secret
by Pseudonymous bosch 

"The message. You think it's from the magician? Look at the edge of the paper- it looks like it was 
in a fire? What if he really wanted help?" Max-Ernest and Cass don't know what they are looking 
for but they do know something is wrong, maybe it's something to do with a secret but what 
secret?
Cass, a girl with pointy ears, at age 13, is a survivalist. She tries to save everybody after what 
happened to her dad. She is one of the most lonely people until Max-Ernest came. Max-Ernest, a 
boy at age 13, who has a talking problem, has divorced parents, but they live in the same house. 
He is a comedian, but sometimes his jokes don't make any sense. A wizard needs help. Check the 
adventures of Max-Ernest and Cass see how they succeed. The story takes place in America. 
Cass and Max-Ernest are trying to help a magician, but wait! They meet to people who act strange 
and want the magician's notebook, so they take it and run away while the two dark people are 
cursing after them. 



The Lightning Thief
by Rick Riordan

"Percy is framed even more when he finds out the lightning bolt is in his 

backpack." Ares, god of war, makes a deal with Percy and Annabeth, 

another Half-blood, to give them a ride west. When they complete the 

mission, Ares gives them a backpack with clothes, money, and golden 

Drachmas. He hides the lightning bolt in the backpack.

12 year old Percy doesn't understand what's happening when he sees a 

lot of Greek myths and is able to read ancient Greek. Ares pretends to be 

Percy's friend and acts nice to him. Will Percy complete his quest and 

save the world from World War 3?      



      Tiger                   by Jeff Stone

"He also heard weapons clashing and men crying out - plus a terrible new 
sound." The secret temple where the five Kung Fu monks trained is being 
attacked by their fallen brother Ying.

Fu is one of the older monks in the 5 brothers. The 5 brothers all train 
Kung Fu each with an animal fighting style. Ying, the fallen brother of the 
5, has made his own army and now he is attacking the temple where the 5 
brothers train. Ying wants to become a dragon style fighter, but he was 
raised by their Grandmaster as an eagle. He betrays Grandmaster and 
the 5 brothers and now he has come to steal the dragon scrolls. The 
scrolls contain all the information to become a dragon style fighter. Will Fu 
keep the dragon scrolls from Ying?    



hokey pokey
by Jerry Spinelli

"The train is there, belching smoke, barely still... as Jack looks 

down from the rim of the bluff, a thin shower of grit falls on him."  

It is the end of the journey at Hokey Pokey for Jack. 

Young Jack is living in the perfect kid world of Hokey Pokey. 

With his amigos and Jubilee, he has some difficulties. His life 

consists of imaginary things that keep his story alive. Jack's life 

is full of problems that he will have to overcome to keep his 

tattoos from fading.     

 



In a Heartbeat  
              by Loretta Ellsworth

 "It was a simple chair, a wooden rocker... I hadn't paid 
much attention to it before." Amelia is so scared about the 
surgery. She knows the second she gets a new heart is 
the second she gets a new life. 

Eagan is a typical American modern day sixteen year old. 
Her bad relationship with her mother and a small mistake 
costs Eagan her life.  She had just a fraction of a second, 
not enough time to move her head, but long enough to 
know she was going to hit the board. Long enough to 
know it would hurt.     



            Hunger  Games

"She's a survivor, that one..." Katniss Everdeen has never had an easy life, 
and that's only the tip of her problems. Katniss's father died in a mining 
accident when she was young, and ever since then she has taken care of her 
family.

16 year old Katniss lives in District 12, the worst and the best district of all of 
Panem, a land far into the future. Katniss has been hunting since she was 
young. When the 74th Hunger Games approach, her fear becomes real as 
her sister is now able to be chosen for the Games.Who will get the most 
sponsors? Who is stronger, faster, trickier and who will survive the Hunger 
Games and its traps? How can Katniss get back home to her family? 

by Suzanne Collins



Eleven                       by Lauren Myracle

"The thing about birthdays is that everything should go just right, at least on 
that one day." This is the least of Winnie's worries. With school, friends, and 
family, she has  a list of problems that just keeps getting bigger.

In a small town in the U.S.A. 11 year old Winnie is faced with the challenges 
of mean girls, friends changing, and soon moving up to middle school. She 
has a best friend that might be ditching her for a rude and snotty showoff 
named Gail, a grumpy teenage sister, an annoying little brother, and a crush 
with pinkeye. Winnie has one huge mess. Can she figure out how to deal 
with her current problems and prepare for the ones to come?               



Hot Hand                     by Mike Lupica
"Billy wanted to win the championship this year as much as anybody. 
More than anything, he wanted to somehow get the chance to make 
the two free throws he'd missed last year." Billy is motivated and 
focuses mainly on his basketball. He is trying to forget about his 
parents divorce and think about his basketball season.
 
12 year old Billy is also dealing with his brother getting bullied. Billy's 
brother, Ben, is a piano prodigy. He has concerts every now and then. 
However, Ben's parents never make it to his performances, so Billy 
has to be a good brother and think about what he has to do for Ben's 
next big show. Sadly, Ben's concert is on the day of the championship 
finals, what does Billy have to do? Be a great brother or a great team 
player?    



Harry Potter and the Half-Blood Prince
by J.K Rowling 

"Will you, Severus Snape, swear to watch over Draco? Will 
you swear that if Draco fails you will carry out the Dark 
Lord's orders?" Bellatrix serves the Dark Lord and has taken 
an unbreakable vow to succeed Dark Lord's evil plan. 

16-year-old Harry Potter is chosen to fight against the Dark 
Lord and his servants. Harry is in Hogwarts school to study 
magic. He needs to use magic and bravery to overcome the 
Dark Lord's evil plan. Will he be able to block the  evil plan 
between Severus and Narcissa to watch over Draco? Will 
Harry Potter find the truth?



Jake and Lily
 By Jerry Spinelli

"This is how it started. I said, "Home"... and then we both 
started giggling. We started walking down the street talking... 
and talking... and talking We were only six then.... but old 
enough to realize that something amazing had just 
happened." Jake and Lily are an amazing couple of twins that 
always have incredible adventures together, until Jake 
decides to make an unexpected turn toward "Friendship".

Jake and Lily live in a small town in the U.S. On the night of 
the 29 of July, Jake and Lily's birthday, they both find out they 
have a secret. There is one problem: they can't tell ANYONE.
                                                                      



The Thief Lord                                                                              
"Then they vanished, one by one, into the narrow passageway that 
opened up a few steps down from the movie theater's main 
entrance. They were home." Prosper and Bo are orphans, hiding 
from their aunt who wants to adopt them.

After their parents die, Prosper, a teenage boy, is responsible for 
his younger brother, Bo. Together they travel to Venice to escape 
their aunt`s grip. They get adopted into a pack of several street 
kids led by the Thief Lord. The group mainly survives on 
pickpocketing and selling stolen items. For a while they all feel 
safe under the roof of their home, the old movie theater, but since 
Prosper’s and Bo’s arrival, their lives take a serious change.              

          by Cornelia Funke



         Matched           by Ally Condie

"Today is the day of the aptitude test... Tomorrow at the Choosing Ceremony, 

I will decide on a faction; I will decide the rest of my life; I will decide to stay 

with my family or abandon them."  Beatrice lives in a society where there are a 

lot of rules and tough decisions to make at a young age. 

16 year old Tris is brave, yet sometimes shy. She will do anything for her 

family or loved ones. She spends time with her friend, Cristina, but mostly with 

Four, her trainer.   They live in a future society which is surrounded by a big 

brick-like wall. What might be out there? No one knows. 

 

 



AMONG THE HIDDEN
by Margaret Peterson Haddix

"No one had ever told him exactly what would happen if 
anyone saw him. Death?" Luke's life as a third child is 
always close to danger of getting killed. 

12 year old Luke lives on little farm near the forest. He is 
a third child, which is prohibited by a law. Luke always 
hides so nobody can notice him. If he is found out, he 
will be in big trouble.



Skulduggery Pleasant
by Derek Landy

"Well," Skulduggery said from behind her, "that's something you don't see 
every day." She turned. When his hat had come off, his hair had come off 
too... With his sunglasses gone and scarf hanging down, there was no denying 
the fact that he had no flesh, he had no skin, he had no eyes, and he had no 
face. All he had was a skull for a head.

Skulduggery Pleasant is a wise-cracking detective, powerful magician, and 
master of dirty tricks and burglary (in the name of the greater good, of 
course). He is also an ally, protector, and mentor of Stephanie Edgley, a very 
unusual and darkly talented twelve-year-old. And, oh yeah - he's dead. 



Harry Potter and the Deathly Hallows
                                                              by J. K. Rowling
"I have been careless, and so have been thwarted by luck and chance, those 
wreckers of all but the best-laid plans. But I know better now. I understand 
those things that I did not understand before. I must be the one to kill 
Harry Potter, and I shall be." Voldemort, a very dark and powerful wizard, 
is planning to destroy Harry Potter.

17-year-old Harry is on a journey to Horcruxes. He not only faces a hard 
journey, but a direct threat from the Death Eaters and 
He-Who-Must-Not-Be-Named. Will he be able to find and destroy all of the 
Horcruxes and defeat You-Know-Who or not?



        Memory Boy 
by Will Weaver 

 

"My mother turned to look back at our house. ... "We'll be back," Nat whispered to the 
silent, hulking house. My father stared at the house as if something in his life was ending."  
Miles and his family, the Newels, have to leave their house because of a volcanic eruption.

16- year- old Miles and his family flee the suburbs of Minneapolis to go live in a safer place. 
The family experiences many struggles, but they hope to get to their lake house where they 
will be safe.  Along the way their lives are at risk. The Newels must make sure no one 
knows where they are going. How many days, months, or even years will pass until they 
can return home?      



Doctor Who: Lights Out
by Holly Black

"Then the lights go out. To me, that's even worse. Everyone around 
me is screaming I feel that familiar terror, so intense that I am unable 
to think beyond it." 78351, a test subject, is feeling scared and 
worried. Will he ever find out the cause of this crisis?

The Doctor, an alien who has 13 lives and has lived for over 2,000 
years, and 78351, a test subject meet at the Intergalactic Coffee 
Roasting Station right when disaster strikes. The lights go out and 
almost everything stops working. Now every time the lights come 
back on, someone has mysteriously died. The Doctor and 78351 
have to solve a murder mystery, and the murderer could be anyone!                       



The Land of Curiosities: Lost in Yellowstone         
by Deanna Neil "In an instant, Alice saw the huge beast pouncing to 

attack. She saw a flash of teeth and claws as an arrow 
sped just above her head and pierced the lion all the 
way through." Alice and Red face the struggles of 
surviving with wild beasts just around the corner.

11 year old Alice is lost in Yellowstone National Park 
with her 13 year old brother, James, looking for her. 
Bloody Knuckles, a buffalo slaughterer, has set his 
henchmen on Alice and held her captive. Alice escapes 
in a forest fire, but is followed by Red, Bloody Knuckles 
son. Will she survive and get home to her family?                 

 



out of my mind
"I once got one of those electronic dolls for Christmas... But when we opened the box, 
one of the arms had come off, and all the doll did, no matter which button you pushed, 
was squeak. Mom took it back to the store and got her money back. I wonder if she 
ever wished she could get a refund for me." Melody feels very misunderstood. People 
get stressed with her because she is hard to take care of, and sometimes that makes 
her feel unwanted and it hurts her feelings.

11 year old Melody Brooks is just like every other girl, she wants to wear nice clothes, 
she wants friends and she wants to join special clubs. Except, Melody is not like other 
girls in a physical way. She spends her days in a wheelchair, and is not able to talk or 
move. Like other girls, she wants to be able to tell people what's on her mind. With all 
these frustrating things in her life that hold her back, Melody also feels unwanted. 
Wherever she goes people don't bother knowing her name; they only remember her 
as the girl with the disorder. All Melody really cares about is having friends and having 
at least a half normal life. Melody has a voice, but not everyone is ready to hear it.

                 by Sharon M. Draper



                Found 
                   by Margaret Peterson Haddix

"He stared at the small list that held all the information about who he is. The title 
wasn’t country of origin or birth parents. It was Witnesses." Having too many 
questions is not even close to what Chip, Jonah, and Katherine experience after 
numerous disappearances, mysterious sightings, and many quests to find out who 
they really are.

Jonah, Katherine, and Chip had a normal life. They played ball, talked about 
crushes, and other things that typical 7th graders do in a small, friendly Ohio town. 
Jonah knows he is adopted, but that doesn't bother him much. After strange 
happenings, time rifts, and the battle of 2 factions, he's having second thoughts. Will 
he find out who he really is?           



every day
          by david levithan

“I wake up. Immediately I have to figure out who I am...The body is the 
easiest thing to adjust to, if you're used to waking up in a different body each 
day. It's the life, the context of the body that can be hard to grasp”. ‘A’ doesn't 
just wake up in a different body, he has to leave it that night. 

A is not a he, nor a she. A is an it. A is 17 years old and it has never had its 
own body. It is also impossible to tell where A lives, because it never lives in 
one place. It is somewhere different every day. Every day a different name, 
every day a different body, every day a different gender, every day a different 
life, every day still in love with the same girl. 



 "Crashed?" Stuart repeated. "Your train, Crashed?" " Just in the 
snow," I replied. The most harsh snowstorm in  50 years hits young 
Americans on a lonely train ride to Florida. The train crashes into a 
snow plow.

 Three magical stories are intertwined to create an intriguing story. 
High school boys and girls are going through their own holiday 
romances. All of the stories are located in Gracetown where they 
make holiday memories. This is a perfect summer book because the 
chilly descriptions will bring a nice cold breeze into your sticky 
summer day.            

 

.

 Let it Snow
by John Green, Maureen Johnson, and Lauren Myracle



Fablehaven
by Brandon Mull

"The house was big, but not enormous, with lots of gables and even a turret ... Constructed out of 
dark wood and stone, the house looked old but in good repair. The grounds were more impressive. A 
bright flower garden bloomed in front of the house. Manicured hedges and a fish pond added 
character to the yard. Behind the house loomed an immense brown barn, at least five stories tall, 
topped by a weather vane." For many years, magical creatures fled to a sanctuary called Fablehaven 
for protection. This preserve is one of the last strongholds of true magic surviving in the modern day 
world. 

Kendra and Seth are clueless that their grandfather is the current caretaker of Fablehaven. They 
have yet to learn of the mischievous witches, playful satyrs, possessive trolls, black hearted imps, 
and vain fairies lurking in the forbidden woods.  Ancient, powerful laws keep order among the 
creatures, but Seth, reckless and curious, accidently unleashes the forces of evil and plunges the 
house into chaos. Kendra and Seth must face the greatest challenges of their lives if they are to save 
their family, Fablehaven, and maybe even the world.    



 Inheritance 
by Christopher Paolini

“Perhaps Arya is right and experience is the only mentor that can help me now. 
We'll be at Dras-Leona soon and then Uru'baen... we'll have to face Galbatorix and 
Shruikan" Eragon thought as he continued his journey with the Varden towards the 
heart of the evil king Galbatorix's territory, Uru'baen.

This is the last book in the Inheritance series. After finding a blue stone in the 
forest,  16 year old Eragon, a poor farm boy gets himself into situations which mean 
life or death. Eragon must learn to fight, not only with his body but powerfully with 
his mind. He marches towards the capital of Alagaesia to overthrow the evil king 
Galbatorix, the most powerful magician who ever lived.


