
Books with Vienna/Austria as a setting 

available in the AIS Secondary Library 
 

Fiction 
 

Dukthas, 

Ann 

The Time of Murder at Mayerling Time-traveling sleuth Nicholas 

Segalla investigates the untimely deaths of Archduke Rudolph and his 

young mistress--a puzzle that has haunted historians since before the turn 

of the century. 

 

Edwards, 

Selden 

The Little Book Wheeler Burden finds himself mysteriously transported 

ninety-seven years in the past--to 1897--where he is stuck, and after 

finding proper clothing and shelter, and acquiring Sigmund Freud as a 

mentor, he learns more about his war-hero father but struggles to put the 

pieces of his life together. 

 

Greene, 

Graham 

The Third Man   Rollo Martins, invited to Vienna by his schoolmate and 

hero Harry Lime, arrives just in time to attend Lime's funeral, but when 

he learns his friend was the subject of a criminal investigation, Martins 

embarks on a quest to clear Lime's name. 

 

Hickey, 

Elizabeth 

The Painted Kiss Fashion designer Emilie Floge can never be sure of her 

place in Gustav's life, but she continues to support the artist and agrees to 

serve as the model for his greatest masterpiece. 

 

Ibbotson, 

Eva 

The Morning Gift It is pre-World War II and Ruth Beger falls in love 

with Heini Radek, a young prodigy, who is studying piano at the 

Conservatoire in Vienna. When Hitler's troops invade Austria, Ruth has 

the opportunity to escape to England, but at the price of betraying her 

love to Heini and marrying someone else. 

 

A Song for Summer Eighteen-year-old Ellen is surprised by the unique 

surroundings of the Hallendorf School in Austria, where she discovers an 

eccentric world filled with wild children, experimental dancers, a tortoise 

on wheels, and Marek, a part-time gardener and fencing teacher whom 

Ellen is attracted to, but when Hitler's Reich threatens the school, Ellen 

realizes the dangers their love faces. 

 

Irving, John Setting Free the Bears Two Viennese university students in 1967 decide 

to reenact the World War II liberation of the Vienna Zoo--an action that 

has both comic and gruesome consequences. 

 



Jelinek, 

Elfriede 

The Piano Teacher Erika Kohut, a piano teacher who has lived with her 

mother all of her life, develops an obsession for Walter Klemmer, her 

young student. 

 

Jonke, Gert The System of Vienna: From Heaven Street to Earth Mound Square 
Details Gert Jonke's travels through Vienna by streetcar, reporting the 

bizarre and  frustrating encounters he experiences as he progresses, and 

meanwhile moving not just from trolley-stop to trolley-stop, but through 

life as well: from innocence to dissillusionment, birth to death. 

 

Lauterstein, 

Ingeborg 

The Water Castle Two worlds collide, the world of the Austrian 

aristocracy and the brutal world of Nazi occupation. 

 

Menasse, 

Eva 

Vienna  The disintegration of history and identity in the twentieth century 

is seen through the adventures of one family - half-Jewish Viennese, split 

apart by the Nazi invasion and sent out into the world. The story follows 

each member on their winding course. Their experiences encompass 

fraudsters, footballers, fools and fur coats as the narrative moves from 

Austria to London, from Canada to the battlefields of Burma. 

 

Musil, 

Robert 

The Man Without Qualities Ulrich's life in pre-World War I Vienna is 

influenced by his social and political connections and desire to be a man 

of importance. 

 

Rees, 

Matt 

 

Mozart’s Last Aria Mozart's estranged sister, Madame Maria Anna 

Berchtold von Sonnenburg (called Nannerl by her family), travels to 

Vienna to investigate the mysterious circumstances of her brother's 

sudden death. 

 

Roth, Joseph The String of Pearls While visiting Vienna, the Shah of Persia falls for a 

beautiful countess. The Austrian officials arrange for him to spend the 

night with the "countess", but unbeknown to the Shah she is a prostitute 

who merely resembles the countess. From this night follows a chain of 

ruinous consequences. 

 

The Radetzky March Presents an English translation of the 1932 

German novel which follows three generations of the Trotta family living 

with the legacy of their ancestor, Captain Joseph Trotta, who saved 

Emperor Franz Joseph from a bullet. 

 

Schnitzler, 

Arthur, 
Night Games and Other Stories and Novellas 

Desire and Delusion: Three Novellas 

Selected Short Fiction 

The Little Comedy and other Stories 

 



Shields, Jody The Fig Eater The murder of Dora in turn of the century Vienna has the 

Inspector, newly trained in modern criminology, and the Inspector's wife 

Erszebet, a Hungarian steeped in Gypsy mysticism, on the trail of the 

murderer. 

 

Tallis, Frank Vienna Blood In early twentieth-century Vienna, Dr. Max Liebermann 

helps his friend, Detective Inspector Oskar Rheinhardt, investigate a 

series of murders which makes him question various aspects of his life, 

from his patients to his upcoming wedding. 

 

A Death in Vienna - At the turn of the twentieth century, psychoanalyst 

Max Liebermann is called in to assist in the investigation into the 

mysterious death of a beautiful medium and uses his controversial skills 

to determine whether or not her death was a suicide or a cover up. 

 

Thoene, 

Bodie 

Vienna Prelude Elisa Lindheim, of Jewish heritage, and John Murphy, 

New York Times reporter, become entangled in a web of intrigue, danger, 

and conspiracy. 

 

Von Canon, 

Claudia 

The Moonclock The correspondence to and from a Viennese couple 

during 1683 chronicles domestic and political affairs including the Turks' 

siege of their city. 

 

Zweig, 

Stefan 

Beware of Pity Set in Austria before World War I, a young cavalry 

officer meets and is befriended by a wealthy baron and becomes 

emotionally entangled with the baron's attractive but crippled daughter. 

 

The Post-Office Girl Christine returns to her job at the post office after a 

wealthy aunt deemed her company no longer necessary, and after 

Christine meets Ferdinand, a war veteran and out of work architect, her 

life obtains only a brief moment of optimism, leaving the couple to search 

for the courage to follow a secret plan that has the potential to add 

meaning back into their lives. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Non-fiction 
 

 

 

Vienna: Views Presents selected texts of English speakers who have 

lived in Vienna and are now sharing their impressions of Austria. 

 

A roof of clouds / Jonathan Carroll -- A night at the Beisl or The first 

time I kissed a man / Michael Felton-O'Brien -- Winter in Wien / 

Michael Robinson -- Death at noon / Walter W. Hölbling -- Stamps 

Stempel / Fredrick Baker -- V stands for Vienna stands for 

Vanillerkipferl / Harriet Anderson -- Anti-American me / Bond Benton -

- Vienna is the place you go when you want to be left alone / Jason 

Markowsky -- Perfect Blue Dolphin / Homemade Gordon Banks -- 

Shadows wafting into clouds / Brian Hatfield -- The golden Viennese 

heart / Fanny Vals -- how to survive in vienna / Michaela A. Gabriel -- 

Vienna 1991 / Victoria Oscarsson -- Land of lakes / Astrid Nolte -- Born 

in 1933 / Reinhard Hackl -- A breath of fresh air / Ursula Lindenberg -- 

A morning at the market / Dardis McNamee -- Spitting distance / 

Vanessa Keitel -- It must be here somewhere / Labyrinth -- Donau on my 

mind / Shahid Hasan -- A traveller's guide to Austria or How to survive 

in the Alpine Republic's capital as a German /Laura Grandlgruber. 

 

Barber, 

Annabel 

 

Vienna: A City Guide Includes information on history, major sights, 

architecture, art galleries & museums, coffee houses, music, religious 

monuments, and guided walks. 

 

Bonyhady, 

Tim 
Good Living Street: portrait of a patron family of Vienna 1900 

Profiles the art patronage of the Jewish Gallia family of Vienna who 

moved there from the Hapsburg Empire and fled to Australia during 

Nazi rule. 

 

Clare, George Last Waltz in Vienna Memoir of an Austrian family, living in Vienna, 

who were caught up in the Anschluss and condemned to death by 

genocide.  Conveys the world that for nearly a century Western Jew’s 

thought they were living in.  Poignant memoir with excerpts from diaries 

and family letters. 

 

DeWaal, 

Edmund 

 

The Hare with Amber Eyes:  a Family's Century of Art and Loss 

Traces the parallel stories of nineteenth-century art patron Charles 

Ephrussi and his unique collection of 360 miniature netsuke Japanese 

ivory carvings, documenting Ephrussi's relationship with Marcel Proust 

and the impact of the Holocaust on his cosmopolitan family. 

 

Dolmetsch, 

Carl 

Our Famous Guest: Mark Twain in Vienna Twain's sojourn in 

Vienna is an unexplored hiatus in his career.  Thirty works came, in 

whole or in part, from Twain's Austrian visit in 1897. 

 



Eickhoff, 

Peter 

111 Places in Vienna That You Shouldn’t Miss: Offers 111 glances 

and insights into unaccustomed Viennese sites. 

 

Grunauer, 

Peter 

Viennese Cuisine: The New Approach Presents modern Austrian-style 

recipes for appetizers, soups, salads, seafood, veal, chicken, game, beef, 

lamb, pork, vegetables, and desserts. 

 

Hamann, 

Brigitte 

The Reluctant Empress Uncovers for the reader the essence of 

Empress Elisabeth's character, drawing from a treasure trove of her own 

virtually unexplored writings and personal papers, among them her most 

private notebooks of poetry. 

 

Hofmann, 

Paul 

The Viennese: Splendor, Twilight, and Exile Traces the history of 

Vienna from its glory as a cultural center in the eighteenth century to its 

present decline and discusses important figures who have become part of 

Vienna's history, including Mozart, Freud, Hitler, and Kurt Waldheim. 

 

Jones, J. 

Sydney 

 

Viennawalks Suggests four walking tours of Vienna, describes historic 

sights, restaurants, and points of interest along each route, and includes 

advice on accommodations, entertainment, dining, and shopping. 

 

Kraus, 

Wolfgang 

 

Palaces of Vienna Provides an overview of the historic and stylistic 

development of the Viennese palaces which played an all-important role 

in the Imperial city's cultural and social life. A short history and meaning 

of the palaces are recounted in both the introduction and the individual 

essays written on each of the palaces. Includes photographs.  

 

Leake, 

John 

The Vienna Woods Killer: A Writer’s Double Life The story of a 

serial murderer who seduced so many with his aura of innocence that 

they refused to believe him capable of the horrible crimes he was 

eventually convicted of, notably the vicious sadistic murder of a number 

of prostitutes in Austria and Los Angeles in the early 1990s. 

 

Levy, Erik Mozart and the Nazis: How the Third Reich Abused a Cultural Icon 
Presents an understanding of how the Nazis manipulated Mozart's music 

for their own political advantage using period articles, diaries, speeches, 

and other archival materials. 

 



Morton, 

Frederic 

Thunder at Twilight: Vienna 1913/1914 Recreates Vienna at the dawn 

of the First World War--a city that was ruled by the most opulent royalty 

in Europe yet nurtured the likes of Freud, Hitler, and Trotsky. 

 

A Nervous Splendor: Vienna 1888/1889 Recreates an opulent and 

ominous period in Vienna's history, showing ways in which public 

events affected the hearts and minds of the Viennese people and the 

great artists and thinkers. 

 

Nelson, David 

Lowell 

Vienna for the Music Lover:  Detailed descriptions, including 

numerous quotes and historic pictures, make the lives of the composers 

come to life on every page. You can even walk in the composer s 

footsteps by taking one of the book s eight musical walks. 

 

O’Connor, 

Anne Marie 
The Lady in Gold: The Extraordinary Tale of Gustav Klimt’s 

Masterpiece, Portrait of Adele Bloch-Bauer 

Tells the story of Adele Bloch-Bauer, a Jewish Viennese society figure 

and art patron, and Gustav Klimt, who painted her portrait, that was 

stolen by the Nazis during World War II and later sold for $135 million. 

 

Perl, Sondra On Austrian Soil: Teaching Those I was Taught to Hate 

Sondra Perl opens her classroom to reveal the struggles and successes 

she encounters when she, not without trepidation, raises the questions of 

history with her adult Austrian students, descendents of Nazis. 

 

Schneider, 

Helga 

Let Me Go  Helga Schneider, abandoned in 1941 by her mother who 

joined the Nazi SS and went to work as a guard at Auschwitz, discusses 

her second and final meeting with the woman, who at age eighty-seven 

and confined to a Vienna nursing home, remained unrepentant about her 

past. 

 

Schorske, 

Carl 

Fin-de-Siecle Vienna: Politics and Culture Seven interlinked essays 

on Habsburg Vienna in the late nineteenth and early twentieth centuries 

focus on the intersection of politics and culture and the achievements of 

the city's political geniuses. 

 

Tik, 

Hannelore 

Discovering Vienna Through Legends A collection of Vienna's most 

famous legends retold in English. 

 



Vovk,  

Justin C. 
In Destiny’s Hands: Five Tragic Rulers, Children of Maria Theresia  
These are the stories of Joseph, whose disastrous reign forced Austria to 

the brink of civil war; Amalia, the brazen and scandalous duchess who 

married a boy-prince and died exiled and forgotten; Leopold, Maria 

Theresa's unassuming second son, who was the envy of Europe until his 

tumultuous reign was cut tragically short; Maria Carolina, the very 

Austrian queen of Naples, who ended her days fighting Napoleon with 

her last breath; and Marie Antoinette, the legendary teenage bride, who 

was hated and reviled as Queen of France and met her fate on the 

guillotine, a testimony to her mother's vain ambition. 

 

Weinberger, 

Jill Knight 

Vienna Voices Inspired by Weinberger's 20 year acquaintance with the 

city and the story of her husband's family, who as Viennese Jews were 

forced to flee in 1938, the book portrays two spheres of acquaintance 

with Vienna. There is the city of legendary charm and reverence for the 

arts, and its darker character, hedonistic and intolerant. 

 

Weyr, 

Thomas 

The Setting of the Pearl: Vienna under Hitler  Describes the steady 

decline of the city during the war, as political indoctrination and 

repression escalate, the Jews are deported and the Russians advance. 

 

Young Adult 
 

Butterworth, 

Emma Macalik 

As the Waltz Was Ending Once an aspiring ballerina, the author 

recounts her youth in Vienna, where she trained at the prestigious 

Vienna State opera School until the city was taken over by the Nazis. 

 

Denenberg, 

Barry 

One Eye Laughing, the Other Weeping During the Nazi persecution 

of the Jews in Austria, twelve-year-old Julie escapes to America to live 

with her relatives in New York City. 

  

Dunlap, 

Susanne 

The Musician’s Daughter In eighteenth-century Vienna, Austria, 

fifteen-year-old Theresa seeks a way to help her mother and brother 

financially while investigating the murder of her father, a renowned 

violinist in Haydn's orchestra at the court of Prince Esterhazy, after his 

body is found near a gypsy camp. 

 

Ibbotson, Eva The Star of Kazan   Annika, a twelve-year-old foundling in late 

nineteenth-century Vienna, inherits a trunk of costume jewelry, and 

soon afterwards a woman claiming to be her aristocratic mother arrives 

and takes her to live in a strangely decrepit mansion in Germany. 

 

Nostlinger, 

Christine 

Fly Away Home A young girl recalls what life was like for her family 

in Vienna toward the end of World War II. 

 



Orgel, Doris 

 

The Devil in Vienna Two young girls in the Vienna of 1938 enjoy a 

devoted friendship which is threatened when Inge's situation as a Jew 

becomes uncertain and Lieselotte's father becomes a fervent Nazi. 

 

Reuter, 

Wolfgang 

 

The Lippizaners and the Spanish Riding School The author of this 

book, himself a well-known rider at dressage events and a horseman to 

the bone, gives a brief outline of the foundation and development of the 

stud, the ups and downs of its history prior to the dissolution of the 

Habsburg Monarchy, the Austran Lipizzaners' move to Piber near Graz 

and finally, their fate after the Second World War. 

 

Welsh, 

Renate 

Constanze Mozart, an Unimportant Woman Fifty years after the 

death of her husband, Wolfgang Amadeus Mozart, Constanze reflects 

on her long life. 
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