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KEY FACTSMISSION
Within the rich cultural context of Austria, AIS · Vienna:

• NURTURES an INCLUSIVE learning community
 – In partnership with families, we support healthy social, emotional, 

physical, and intellectual development.
 – We differentiate instruction to accommodate diverse interests 

and needs.
 – We cultivate active and creative students.

• CHALLENGES students to strive for personal 
excellence and to explore their passions
 – We balance an academically engaging program with co-curricular 

opportunities to empower students for success now and beyond 
AIS.

 – We motivate students to explore new and existing passions 
through guidance and opportunities.

• Fosters RESPECT through compassion for 
others and our world
 – We encourage empathy, honesty, and kindness towards others.
 – We embrace diverse values and perspectives with an aim to act 

with an open mind.
 – We strive to have a positive impact on others and our environment.
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The American International School • Vienna was founded on September 1, 1959.

AIS is located in the Neustift-am-Walde area of Vienna, adjacent to the famous Vienna Woods (Wienerwald), and provides 
an instructional setting amidst the beauty of the surrounding hills, forest, and countryside. On our 11-acre premises there 
are seven interconnected buildings housing Elementary, Middle, and High Schools.

AIS serves approximately eight hundred students from sixty countries, with about half of the total American or Austrian. 
The school is divided into three divisions -- Elementary (Pre-Kindergarten to Grade 5), Middle (Grade 6 to Grade 8), and 
High School (Grade 9 to Grade 12). The typical class has 15-20 students, with many language classes considerably 
smaller.

AIS · Vienna recruits the best professionals, ones who are open to new ideas, care deeply about the students they 
serve, who continuously look for ways to improve their practice, and who are willing to contribute to the holistic student 
opportunities we provide. We offer a competitive package, including a generous professional development allowance. 
Should you be a candidate who wishes to work and play hard, who always looks for ways to meet the diverse needs of 
students, and who takes great pride in the job that you do, think about a career at AIS.

The core of excellence at AIS is the talented faculty and administration. Each of the three academic divisions is headed by a 
trained and experienced principal. In addition, the Senior Leadership Team includes the School Director, Director of Curriculum and 
Instruction, the Director of Athletics, Activities, and Events, the Director of Technology, the Director of Admissions, and the Business 
Manager. There are also trained and experienced counselors in each of the three divisions, resource staff, and librarians for the 
Elementary and Secondary schools. A full-time nurse practitioner oversees the school’s health unit.

The AIS Faculty numbers over 100 individuals. More than 80% of our teachers hold advanced degrees, with several having earned 
doctorates. A substantial majority are U.S. citizens, but the school does have teachers of other nationalities, including faculty 
from Europe, Canada, the Middle East, the Far East, and South America. The teachers at AIS are dedicated professionals with 
a commitment to on-going development, as demonstrated by frequent attendance at regional and international conferences, IB 
training, and subject-specific workshops.

AIS Staff range in age from 24-65, with an average and median age of about 46. The average stay of a staff member at AIS is over 
ten years, which greatly enhances the school’s stability and continuity.

Twenty-two countries are included in the makeup of our 2015-2016 Staff:
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PLEASE NOTE: As with many international schools, AIS has a significant number of students and employees with more than one nationality.  The origins of our community members 
are clearly more complex than our data can capture.

AIS

CANDIDATES

FACULTY



From The Middle School Principal

The Middle School at AIS · Vienna includes Grade 6 
through Grade 8 and is home to about 190 students.  We 
are organized into grade level teams, with each grade 
having their own floor of the building where they meet 
as a community. Our grade level teams have common 
planning time, share the same students, meet regularly for 
team planning and student support and build a welcoming 
community for each of our students. Our advisory program 
allows each student to get to know their advisor well and 
during advisory, developmentally appropriate social activities 
and academic support are woven into a comprehensive 
program. Co-curricular programs in athletics, the arts, and 
activities ensure a well rounded experience for each of 
our students. We welcome and encourage a partnership 
with our parents as we shepherd our students through the 
middle years of their school experience.

David Straffon
Middle School Principal
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From The Director

The American International School Vienna works every 
day to fulfill our mission. Graced by the beauty of the 
historic Vienna Woods (Wienerwald), we are an academic 
powerhouse with a strong culture of caring. The talent we 
aim to attract embodies the pedagogical skills and personal 
traits which help our students thrive in a nurturing, inclusive 
and challenging atmosphere. We look forward to partnering 
with you in the pursuit of compassion and excellence, inside 
classrooms and well beyond.

Steve Razidlo
Director

FACULTY FACULTY

From The Elementary School Principal

In the Elementary School we strive to ensure that each year 
at AIS is the best year in every child’s life. This hope is 
what guides our practices and programs on a daily basis. 
As educators we find joy in our work each day. Joy is what 
sustains our passion as educators and ignites learning for 
children. We make decisions based on the understanding 
that we are not only guiding children towards learning 
but building experiences and creating memories that will 
serve to inform futures not yet imagined. At AIS our goal 
is for children to love school and for this love to translate 
into life-long learning. Our enrollment in the Elementary 
School is 350 students PK - Grade 5. This size of a school 
is widely considered a “just right” size, big enough to offer 
exciting and varied social and academic opportunities 
while still being small enough to maintain a strong sense 
of community where every child is recognized and known.

Sacha McVean
Elementary School Principal

From The High School Principal

The High School at the American International School 
Vienna has a diverse faculty of 40 counselors and 
teachers working with nearly 270 students from around 
the world. Our experienced faculty have excellent subject 
knowledge and take advantage of our small class sizes to 
build significant relationships that extend well beyond our 
classroom walls. With our students attending colleges and 
universities around the world we have multiple definitions of 
success that allows us to offer a wide range of courses. Our 
extra-curricular program also offers a variety of community 
service, performing art, club and athletic opportunities. 

Like our students we want to be a High School striving to 
improve each academic year. Although proud of our learning 
results and our college acceptances, as a faculty we work 
together to improve our program and most importantly 
our students’ experiences. Collaboration, communication, 
and reflection are key skills for all our professionals. AIS 
teachers are truly professional, experts in their subject 
area and take responsibility for the success of each of our 
students.

We take advantage of our unique location through grade 
level retreats, trips directly linked to our curriculum, 
community service trips and a variety of travel opportunities 
within our activities and athletics program. Each of our high 
school students is provided with a laptop making technology 
an integral part of our daily learning. Our students are 
motivated and take full advantage of our strong programs, 
exceptional staff and abundant opportunities. AIS · Vienna 
is a great place to learn.

Jarret Lambie
High School Principal
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AIS · Vienna has a highly competitive salary and attractive benefits package.

Contracts
Initial contracts are for one or two years. The contract will be for a maximum of 185 duty days as scheduled by AIS · 
Vienna and will include professional development and in-service days. The work days will be from Monday through Friday 
(with exception for school trips and events).

Salary
The salary will depend on the teacher’s educational level and teaching experience:

Degree 
Type

Starting salaries 
range from

Highest possible 
entry salary

Ranges over time up to 
(based on experience)

(Exchange rate as of
October 12, 2015)

BA Degree € 35,500 € 42,000 € 66,700 (USD 40,300 – 75,700)
MA Degree € 39,500 € 46,000 € 70,700 (USD 44,800 – 80,300)
Doctorate € 43,500 € 50,000 € 74,700 (USD 49,400 – 84,800)

The salary is paid mid-month in EURO directly into the employee’s Austrian bank account.

FACILITIES SALARY & BENEFITS

Overall, there are more than 70 classrooms, seven science labs, art studios, music rooms, four computer labs, two 
libraries, a theatre, two gyms, a cafeteria, health unit, and a separate sports hall (which houses three indoor tennis courts 
or two basketball courts or ten badminton courts). There are various offices for counseling, the International Baccalaureate 
program, divisional offices, technology, and faculty departments. The exterior facilities include a soccer field, a running 
track, an elementary playground, an outdoor tennis court, and an outdoor amphitheater.

ATHLETICS & ACTIVITIES

Athletics
The athletics program at AIS is divided into fall, winter, and spring seasons. Each season we offer competitive programs 
for our Middle and High School students. AIS competes in the International Schools Sports Tournaments (ISST) with 
Varsity teams, the Sports Council for International Schools (SCIS) with Varsity, Junior Varsity and Middle School teams, 
and the Danube Valley Athletic Conference (DVAC) with Middles School ‘B’ teams. Students interested in playing on a 
team need to attend a ‘try out’, which is held for each sport at the beginning of the season. Many of the coaches are AIS 
teachers or staff members, however, outside coaches are needed to fill in the gaps.

After School Activities (ASA)
The ASA program is fee-based and offers a wide variety of activities for all students but is particularly aimed at Elementary 
School students. We offer 30 different activities, some with multiple opportunities to attend. Registrations are done online 
and currently there are about 500 students taking part in the program. Many of the instructors are AIS teachers or staff 
members. Instructors are paid directly by the students with a portion of the profits being paid back to the school.

Academic Activities
The HS offers academic teams in Robotics, Knowledge Bowl, Math Team, and Speech and Debate. In the MS, Robotics, 
Math, and Speech and Debate are offered. The teams meet weekly during their two-month season and take part in an 
end-of-season competition. The coaches receive a stipend based on the amount of time required in each season, and all 
teams are coached by AIS teachers.

Service Learning Activities
Service Learning centered activities are offered in the HS. They include the Environment Club, NHS, Amnesty Youth 
International, Romanian Children’s Relief and Habitat for Humanity. These activities meet regularly and students are 
committed to attend and support them. In addition to the Service Learning activities, AIS also has an extensive Service 
Learning program within the MS curriculum. Each grade level in the MS has a grade level leader and a yearlong project.

Clubs
In the HS there is currently a Chess club, an Economics Club, a Venturing Club, a Rainbow Club, as well as many others. 
These clubs meet less frequently and attendance is not mandatory. The clubs are student-driven, although a faculty 
member acts as a sponsor. Students are given the opportunity to start their own clubs under the guidance of the HS 
Principal.
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Passport / Residence Permit (Visa)
Teachers and accompanying dependents must have passports which are valid for at least two years from the date of 
arrival from their native country.

An Austrian residence permit (visa) will be required. The AIS HR department will guide the new teacher step-by-step 
through this process prior to arrival in order to obtain the necessary documents. AIS · Vienna will reimburse expenses 
related to the residence permit (visa card), but is unable to reimburse passport photos, Apostilles, etc.

Initial Arrival on Site
New Hire employees must arrive in Vienna at the end of July / beginning of August, prior to the New Teachers’ Orientation.

Professional Development Opportunities
AIS · Vienna encourages faculty to develop new skills in current best practices in American education and to keep 
themselves up-to-date in their field of expertise. Attendance at relevant professional conferences is encouraged. An 
amount of EURO 800 per school year is available per employee to pursue professional development opportunities. A 
teacher’s professional development fund may be carried forward to the next contract year.

Other Policies Provide For
• Sick Leave
• Maternity Leave
• Emergency Leave/Bereavement Leave
• Personal Leave

Transportation (Overseas Hired Faculty)
Initial one-way economy air transportation via the most direct route from the employee’s “Home leave city” or nearest 
airport to Vienna is provided to the employee at the commencement of employment not to exceed the amount of 1,200 
Euro. This includes, where applicable, the employee’s dependents residing in Vienna with the employee.

Home Leave Subsidy
Every year an Employee and his/her dependents will receive 600 Euro per adult and 300 Euro per dependent child (11 
years and younger) as home leave subsidy. This allowance will be provided by AIS · Vienna in the June pay period.

Shipping Allowances
Initial Shipment: AIS · Vienna will provide an allowance of EURO 2,500 for a single teacher or EURO 4,000 for a married 
couple or teaching couple, plus EURO 750 for each additional accompanying dependent child  - up to a maximum of three 
- for shipment of personal effects to Vienna upon presentation of receipt. The allowance will be paid into the employee’s 
Austrian bank account.

Repatriation
AIS · Vienna will provide an allowance of EURO 2,500 for a single teacher or EURO 4,000 for a married couple or teaching 
couple, plus EURO 750 for each additional accompanying dependent child - up to a maximum of three - for shipment of 
personal effects from Vienna and will be paid upon presentation of receipts.

Settling-In Allowance
AIS · Vienna will provide a one-time settling-in allowance of EURO 600 in cash for a single teacher or a family upon arrival.

Housing
Teachers will be supported by a relocation agency to find appropriate housing in Vienna prior to and upon arrival.

Dependent Tuition at AIS · Vienna
A full-time teacher will be permitted to enroll two dependent children (a teaching couple three dependent children) residing 
with him/her/them in Vienna at AIS, tuition and registration fees waived, in Pre-K through Grade 12, as per the AIS 
Admissions Policy found on the AIS website.

Medical, Dental, & Vision Benefits
Worldwide medical, dental and vision insurance provided with AIS · Vienna paying 75% of the cost of insurance premiums. 
The carriers are either CIGNA or UNIQA. Full local and international medical, dental and vision is provided from the 
beginning of the employment contract for the employee and dependent family members.

Long-Term Disability and Basic Life Insurance
AIS · Vienna provides a long-term disability income insurance protection and a basic life insurance policy for the employee 
at a 75% AIS / 25% employee basis.

Retirement Plan
AIS · Vienna will contribute an amount on a 50% teacher / 50% school basis, up to a matching contribution of 10% of the 
Employee’s base salary to either TIAA/CREF (if the teacher has an existing TIAA-CREF account) or into Raymond James 
(Roth 401k), Integrated Benefits or BA CA (Euro Fund).

SALARY & BENEFITS SALARY & BENEFITS

http://www.ais.at/page.cfm?p=624
http://www.ais.at/page.cfm?p=624
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All offers of employment are confirmed in writing and signed by the Director.  AIS  recognizes the importance of providing 
new staff members with information and support before and upon arriving in Vienna. AIS ensures all new staff members 
receive a planned and supported introduction to their new place of work.

• AIS Travel Information Page
• Vienna - Best City for Quality of Life 2015
• Virtual Vienna
• Vienna Travel Guide
• A1 (Telephone, Internet, TV)
• UPC (Telephone, Internet, TV)
• Wiener Linien (Public Transportation)
• Austrian Trains (ÖBB)
• Vienna City Map

NOTE: As with many international schools, AIS has a significant number of students with more than one nationality. The information shared above is based on data 
given to the school at the time of admission and based on students enrolled in September 2015. The origins of our students is clearly more complex than our data 
can capture.

At AIS we take pride in having such a diverse international community. This diversity is seen in the faces of our students and 
employees, heard among the languages in our halls, and celebrated throughout the year at many school festivals. All in all, 54 
countries were included in the makeup of our 2015-2016 student body:
BREAKDOWN OF OUR 2015-2016 STUDENT BODY BY NATIONALITY
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http://www.ais.at/travel
https://www.imercer.com/content/quality-of-living.aspx
http://virtualvienna.net
http://www.world66.com/europe/austria/vienna
http://www.a1.net/
http://www.upc.at/
http://www.wienerlinien.at/
http://www.oebb.at/
http://www.wien.gv.at/stadtplan/en/


‘The Family’
When asked about what makes AIS special, longtime alumni and newcomers 
today all mention ‘the family,’ i.e. the powerful feeling of belonging to our 
welcoming, supportive, and diverse community that one feels as a student, 
parent, or faculty/staff member. This is the reason alumni send their children 
here, why retired teachers come back to substitute teach, and why newcomers 
transition so well. The family atmosphere here truly sets this school apart.

Our Outstanding Faculty
Our teachers are a dedicated group of individuals 
who take a deeply personal interest in their 
students. AIS · Vienna is fortunate enough to 
include published authors, accomplished musicians 
and artists, and professional scientists among its 
faculty, some of whom have taught here for over 
two decades.

Our Diversity
Having opened in 1959, we are the oldest international school in 
Vienna with diversity among our students (over 50 nationalities 
represented), diversity among our faculty (varied backgrounds 
and subject matter expertise) and diversity among our programs 
(English as an Additional Language, individual study programs, 
and both the US High School and IB diplomas are available in 
addition to comprehensive athletics and after school activities).

Our Approach to Individual Learning
AIS · Vienna is committed to honoring the individual learning style and needs 
of each student. In the Elementary School, this translates to children working 
within an academic framework at their own pace and level; in the Middle and 
High School, this translates to students having individual programs of study 
and an array of options for course selection. We aim to always recognize a 
student’s uniqueness throughout their academic development at our school.

Our History of Student Achievement
AIS · Vienna students achieve great success both inside and outside the classroom. Our 
challenging curriculum is designed to be college preparatory, and our alumni have gone on to the 
world’s top universities to lead established careers. Our results in international examinations are 
consistently above average, and we pride ourselves in being the top-scoring IB school in Vienna. 
Outside the classroom, our accomplished student athletes consistently find themselves at the 
top of the podium at international sports tournaments, and our student artists and musicians are 
invited to perform across the globe.
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Our Tech-Savvy Campus
We are a school that prides itself in being technologically ‘connected’ in a variety 
of ways. Our website serves as the communicative hub for our entire community, 
we maintain active social media portals, all our classrooms are equipped with 
Smart Boards, our Elementary students have ample access to laptops and iPads, 
and beginning with Grade 4, students are given their own laptops each year. Our 
campus features a wireless internet and printing network, and our teachers work 
with e-learning platforms to ensure that both students and parents are up-to-date 
with the latest in-class happenings.

Our ‘State-Of-The-Art’ Arts Program
With the belief that art is essential to our humanity, AIS · Vienna is committed to offering 
a comprehensive arts curriculum to its students. Younger students are introduced to a 
variety of art forms, all Grade 2 students participate in our strings program, and older 
students are given the chance to explore these forms more deeply. We are proud to offer 
art, sculpture, photography, dance, theater, choral and instrumental opportunities. Many 
students have had the chance to display their work and perform on an international 
level. A newly-renovated theater graced our campus in the 2012-2013 school year.

Our Athletics and After School Activities
AIS · Vienna offers an inclusive athletics program with 
nine competitive sports of varying levels across three 
athletic seasons plus a comprehensive after school 
activities program including arts, music, language, 
athletic, and technological opportunities. When the 
school day ends at 3:15 PM, a new extracurricular 
world begins.

Our Campus
Our 11-acre campus overlooks the city and is adjacent to the famous Vienna 
Woods and the beautiful landscape of the Neustift vineyards, which provides a 
peaceful, conducive learning environment. Made up of seven adjoining buildings, 
the campus features libraries, a cafeteria, stellar sports facilities, six science 
laboratories, art and music studios, and a newly renovated theater. The city of 
Vienna, once again voted as the #1 city with the best quality of life in the world, 
makes up our ‘extended campus’ with frequent trips to its various museums and 
cultural offerings.

We’re Green!
We aim to be environmentally-friendly and to include this philosophy 
in our school’s curriculum and daily practices. From recycling 
stations around our campus, a school-wide ‘Earth Week’ to promote 
environmental efforts, Danube River clean-ups, on-campus tree 
planting, to vegetarian days provided by our catering services, we do our 
best to uphold sustainable practices and reduce our carbon footprint.
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TEN REASONS 
TO CHOOSE AIS · VIENNA



THE AMERICAN INTERNATIONAL SCHOOL • VIENNA
Salmannsdorfer Strasse 47
A-1190 Vienna, Austria

t. +43 1 40132 0, f. +43 1 40132 5
e-mail: info@ais.at
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